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How to Use This Curriculum
There are many ways for you and your church to use this curriculum to continue missional formation with your
children and preschoolers throughout the summer.

1

VBS Supplement
•
•
•
•
•

2

When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates
the approximate number
of minutes needed for an
activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared
before the session will be
marked accordingly.

Day Camp
•
•
•
•
•

3

Icon Key

Use this as your mission station in a Vacation Bible School
rotation for preschoolers and children.
Choose one leader to focus on this curriculum module and
learn about CBF field personnel and their ministries.
Adapt the time and omit elements as necessary.
Make the CBF field personnel and their ministries part of your
large group worship time.
Take up an offering for the Offering for Global Missions each
day during VBS worship.

Some activity
options are
specifically for
preschoolers (O=Older,
Y
=Younger).

There are five sessions, perfect for use as a mission component
of your church’s day camp.
Each camper group can rotate into the “Mission Track” each
day of your camp.
Use the mission stories during your camp worship as a
“Worship through Missions” moment.
Use the Mission Track time to do the activities and more
education.
Take up an offering for CBF Global Missions on the last day of
camp. Congratulate the children for being part of CBF’s lifechanging ministries.

Some activity
options are
specifically for
elementary-age children
(O=Older, Y=Younger).
Some activities
require the use of a
computer.

Summer Evening Church Program
•

•
•

The food icon
is shown with
activities that
incorporate food items.
Be aware of potential
food allergies or dietary
restrictions.

There are five sessions, making this a perfect missional
formation curriculum for your children and preschoolers in a
Wednesday or Sunday night church program.
Involve the adults in your church by recruiting people who
don’t normally help with this program.
Integrate this mission focus into your weekly worship service
by collecting an offering for the CBF Offering for Global
Missions or specifically for one of the ministries mentioned in
the curriculum.

RK indicates a Resource Kit
Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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How

to

4

Use

6

Parent’s Day Out in Summer
•

•

•
•
•
•

5

continued...

Provide an hour of experiential learning
about missions for five weeks in a one-day
Parent’s Day Out summer program.
Schedule a Mission Hour in your dayout schedule. Assign a traveling mission
storyteller to visit each classroom to tell
the story. Then do the activities.
Have a large group time before lunch
where the mission story is told.
Do the activities directly before the large
group time.
Incorporate the food activities into your
meal or snack time.
Send a letter and envelope home so
parents can give to a ministry highlighted
in this curriculum.

Other Options
If there is another situation in which
you would like to use this curriculum
supplement and you would like help
adapting it to fit your needs, contact the
Ministries department at the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship (770-220-1600) or join
the Facebook CBF Missions Teachers page.

Summer Sunday School
•
•

•

•

Make June, July, or August “Missions
Month” in your children’s ministry.
Make sure that Sunday School teachers
have a meeting beforehand to discuss the
difference in curriculum. The Bible story
component of this curriculum can utilize
as much time as fits your needs. Look for
the Bible connection to see how you can
make it work in a Sunday School setting.
Consider a rotation of Bible, Mission
Story, Prayer, Game, and Craft/Food for
each grade instead of one teacher leading
everything. This is a good way to “mix
things up” for the summer in Sunday
School.
Involve the whole church in Missions
Month. Collect an offering each week in
your Sunday School and in your church’s
worship service for the Offering for Global
Missions.
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Knowing and
Serving in China
by

SCRIPTURE
FOCUS
Luke 14:12-23;
John 13:34-35

MEMORY
VERSE
Preschoolers: “Love one
another as I have loved you”
(John 13:34) NASB.

Children: “A new
commandment I give to you,
that you love one another,
even as I have loved you,
that you also love one
another. By this all men
will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for
one another” (John 13:34-35)
NASB.

Erin Robinson Hall

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel seek to cultivate beloved
community around the world. Field personnel in China are showing care
for people in ways that
recognize both their
personal histories and
how those stories matter
to God. In an era of a
global church, they are
nurturing and equipping
Chinese lay leaders to use
their unique giftedness to
serve their local churches.
These field personnel
Bill and Michelle Cayard, CBF field personnel in
engage in conversations,
Chengdu, China, equip church leaders through
shared meals, birthday
a three-year lay leadership program. When the
celebrations, and English
Cayards meet with the leaders to learn together,
classes to show their
they also spend time in fellowship, often over a
neighbors in China that
dish called “Hot Pot.” Everyone brings a different
they are seen and loved by
vegetable or ingredient to add to the pot of soup.
God. These field personnel
teach Bible classes, worship
leadership, and ministry skills to equip lay people to lead congregations in
China with grace, knowledge, and integrity.
Summersalt 2016 invites children to explore two Chinese cities through
the ministries to people in those cities. Bill and Michelle Cayard serve in
Chengdu, China. They minister through equipping and teaching church
leaders. Men and women who lead Chinese churches gain ministry
skills through the lay leader training program and graduate theological
education. Bill and Michelle also have a front row seat to watch church
leaders thrive as they serve at Thanksgiving Church. Larry and Sarah
Ballew are celebrating twenty years of “serving the servers” in Macau,
China. They offer an English conversation class at Macau Baptist Church
for people who work as servers in this tourist city. Much of their work is
paying notice to the servers and communicating the good news that God
notices and cares about them.
We find a parallel to these ministries in the biblical story of The Great
Banquet in Luke 14:12-23. A ruler or king hosts a fine banquet and looks
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for guests to attend this feast. When the first invitation is met
with excuses, the king sends out a servant to invite people from
the streets to attend the feast. The emphasis is on the story of
a servant going into the city to bring people to the table. The
work of these CBF field personnel resonates with this story; they
equip servants to share God’s good news and they go out into
the cities of China. The biblical invitation is for “the poor and
crippled and blind and lame,” naming an inclusive embrace of
many different people. This is the sort of welcome and care that
the Cayards and the Ballews extend to the people of China. They
share the message that each person is seen and loved by God
and invited to know God’s grace.
Through the stories featured in Summersalt, children will be
invited to notice, care for, and serve their neighbors. Just as the
field personnel intentionally notice, care for, and equip people
in China, the children will be challenged to make a difference to
people they encounter by noticing them, seeing them as beloved
by God, and offering care to them.
Erin Robinson Hall is a graduate of Candler School of Theology
and an ordained minister. She writes at www.erinrobinsonhall.
com and a variety of other resources. She lives in Macon,
Georgia, with her husband Jake and son Logan, a preschooler.

Other Sources of Information
1. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps for additional resources.
2. Visit www.cbf.net/fieldpersonnel for additional information
on the CBF field personnel featured in Summersalt.
3. Gather TH: Supporting Churches in China and TH: Light
for Macau for an introduction to each session, as well as other
sources of information about the featured ministries of each
session.

teaching/learning aim:
This unit will teach children that we care about others
because God cares for us. They will learn about churches
in China reaching out to welcome people and how many
leaders can strengthen a church body. They will learn that
serving others is a way to show that God cares. Children
will identify ways that people show kindness and care.
They will also identify how their own church can care in
small ways.
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Mission Project
Option 1. Prepare Kindness Kits
CBF field personnel offer a challenge to
notice the people with whom you come
in contact each day. The Ballews’ ministry
of hospitality often begins with paying
attention, learning the names of workers
they encounter, and initiating conversation.
Children will prepare kindness kits, outlined
in Session 5. Children can make small gifts of
kindness for people they encounter in their
daily routine. This could be a grocery store
clerk, a librarian, a neighbor, a bus driver,
or someone else. The emphasis with this
project is truly seeing the people around us,
stopping to learn their names, and showing
kindness with a small gift. With their
parents, children can deliver a kindness kit
the next time they encounter this worker.
Teach the children to ask the person’s name.
As they share the kindness kit, they can say,
“(Name), you are special to God.”
Option 2. Children will learn about how
offering welcome and initiating friendship
is an important part of helping people
know the love of Jesus Christ. Coordinate
a “welcome walk” around your church
grounds for both church leaders and
children to notice sites that make people feel
welcome. These sites might include: doors
where greeters say hello, a computer to see
the church’s website, nursery check-in area,
a welcome desk, and other areas where
guests encounter your church. At each site,
offer a sentence prayer for people who come
to these sites for the first time. When the
welcome walk concludes, meet together to
write letters. Ask your ministers and church
leaders for a list of people who have visited
your church, people who might want to
visit, and people who have not been able
to attend church lately due to illness. Help
older children write cards to these people,
telling them they are welcome in your church
and you look forward to sharing a smile
with them. Help preschoolers and younger
children create cards to send.
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SESSION

1

SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Come and See!
Thanksgiving Church in China
Session Preparation

• Read Session Introduction, Luke 14:12-23, and John 13:34-35.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
• Gather RK 9: Worship at Thanksgiving Church and RK 1: Map of
China, which is used each session.
• Gather items needed for learning activities and prepare tea cup treats.
• Locate TH: Tea Cup Treats, TH: Flowering Teas, TH: Panda Prayer Pal,
TH: Pandas Slide, TH: Animal Cards, TH: Jesus Loves Me Music, and
TH: Panda Friend Balloons.
• Prepare RK 11: Allergy Alert with foods used in the activities and
display where parents can see it.

Session Introduction for Leaders: Bill and Michelle Cayard have served
in Sichuan, China, since 2003. They serve in three main areas of ministry:
graduate theological education, lay leader training, and Thanksgiving
Church. The Cayards’ aim when they came to Sichuan was to build
relationships with churches and look for ways to support the churches in
sharing God’s love with the Chinese people. Thanksgiving Church is in
the city of Chengdu. The church has grown so much since its start in 2007
that the 450-seat worship space is usually full and they often welcome

people into overflow seating.
The Cayards rejoice in the growth at Thanksgiving Church, and the birth of a new church, a second
congregation in Wenjiang, a suburb of Chengdu. People who were once visitors are now deacons and leaders.
The church has baptized 600 people in its eight-year history; some people who connected with the Cayards
through English class have made professions of faith in Christ. Reaching out in welcome is important to the
ministry of Bill and Michelle Cayard. They describe how the people of Chengdu are very friendly and joyfully
invite friends to experience the Wenjiang Church and Thanksgiving Church.

Opening Activity
Come and See!
Items needed: two bed sheets; small
candy or treat (one for each child)

1. Before the session, drape two
bed sheets over a table or set of
chairs to make a “building.” Place
the candy or treats inside the
“building.” Ask one child to peek
inside, but keep the secret of what
is inside.

2. Say: There is something special
inside that “building.” Something
that everyone will want to have.
You may even want other people
to have some, too. Let’s ask ____
(selected child): Would you like
to invite someone to come to the
building and see what is inside?
3. Allow the child to take one
person with them into the tent to
peek. Say: If you like what is inside,
say, “Come and see! Come with
me!”

What if we do not all fit in the
building? Explain that you will all
have to scoot close together and
make room. Have the children get
inside the “building” and take a
treat.
5. Ask: When something good is
happening, do you want to invite
your friends to come along? Say:
We are going to learn about some
people in China who invited all
their friends to church. They had to
make room for everyone!

4. Explain that this is an invitation.
Ask: Is everyone invited? (Yes)

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
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Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Come, Hear the Music!

Items needed: RK 9: Worship at
Thanksgiving Church; RK 1: Map of
China; tape

“Scoot over, people are still coming! We need to make some
more room.” Lisa scooted out of her seat and stood by the
wall. She wanted to make sure there was room for everyone
inside Thanksgiving Church in Chengdu. All the seats were
full and people stood around the room. The choir began to
sing.

1. Before the session, locate RK
1: Map of China and cut apart the
hearts.
2. Show RK 9: Worship at
Thanksgiving Church. Ask: What
do you see? How does this church
in Chengdu look different than
our church? What do you see that
looks the same as our church?

The piano music filled the sanctuary. “Jesus loves me,”
the choir sang. Children’s voices rang out in one song,
then another. Lisa smiled because she loved music. She
remembered when she heard beautiful music the first time
she came to Thanksgiving Church. Bill and Michelle, her
friends from English class, had invited her to come to church.
Once she heard the songs, she wanted to know more about
God and study the Bible. Now, she is a follower of Christ, a
music leader in the church, and a deacon. She was so glad
that friends had once said, “Come with me!”

3. Say: In the story, Lisa was once
a visitor. Now she is a leader in the
church.
4. Show RK 1: Map of China. Ask:
How do you think people find
out about Thanksgiving Church?
Say: In Chengdu, the rules say
that churches are not allowed to
advertise in the newspaper or with
signs. Instead, they are allowed to
invite friends to come by talking to
them or calling them on the phone.
Like we did by inviting people
to “come and see” our pretend
“building,” Thanksgiving Church
wants the people of Chengdu to
come and see.

Lisa looked around the room at the new people. Many people
had never been to a musical event like this at a church. She
knew that these people had been invited by friends with a
simple phone call or text. She waved at another friend from
English class named Kim. At the end of the concert, Pastor Leo
told the people that God loves them very much. He asked the
people if they wanted to be a follower of Jesus. Lisa saw that
forty people said they wanted to be followers of Jesus.
Lisa was so glad that Thanksgiving Church had opened its
doors to welcome new friends. She was glad that the church
musicians had shared their musical talents. She was glad
that people had invited their friends to come. She was glad
that Bill and Michelle Cayard showed kindness to people
and invited them to church. Because everyone welcomed
their friends to church, new people joined the congregation.
Thanksgiving Church was even better with new friends,
people learning to follow Christ together.
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5. Have a child tape a heart cutout
on the city of Chengdu.
6. Ask: How many people do
you think come to Thanksgiving
Church? Say: The church building
has seats for 450 people, but
most Sundays people are still
standing up because the seats are
all full. So, they began to have an
afternoon worship service, too.
About 150 people come to worship
then. The church is very happy to
welcome people to worship and
tell them how they are special to
God.
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Learning Activities
Taste the Tea Cups
Items needed: TH: Tea Cup Treats; ice
cream cones; round, smooth cookies;
gummy ring candies; decorator’s icing;
mini marshmallows, two or three per
child; RK 11: Allergy Alert; TH: Flowering
Teas

1. Before the session, prepare ice
cream cones according to TH: Tea
Cup Treats. Also see TH: Tea Cup
Treats for a photo of the activity.
2. Say: In the city of Chengdu,
there are many tea houses. People
meet to sip tea, chat about their
lives, and get to know friends. Bill
and Michelle Cayard enjoy talking
with people at tea houses. They
learn about people’s lives and tell
them how God loves them.
3. Guide the children to make
a tea cup treat, according to the
recipe.
4. Ask: Do you like to drink tea?
What does your tea usually taste
like? Say: In Chengdu, flowering
tea is popular to drink. A ball of
tea leaves is dropped into the cup
and the hot water makes the tea
leaves expand into a flower. Let’s
pretend that these marshmallows
are “flowering teas” when we drop
them into our tea cups. (Show TH:
Flowering Teas.)
5. Thank God for tea and time
with friends.

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.

Make a Panda Prayer
Pal
Items needed: TH: Panda Prayer Pal;
white acrylic paint; black acrylic paint;
paintbrushes; two stones for each child;
two small dried black beans for each
child; glue gun; pink markers; black
markers; paper plates; TH: Pandas Slide;
computer or other device

1. Before the session, place two
stones and two dried beans on a
plate for each child. Preview and
prepare to show TH: Pandas Slide.
Locate TH: Panda Prayer Pal for a
photo of the project.
2. Show the children TH: Panda
Prayer Pal. Instruct them to paint
the smaller rock white. Use the
black marker to paint two black
dots, with a small white dot in
the middle, for eyes. Also, draw
a mouth. Use the pink marker to
draw a nose. Next, paint the other
rock black on the bottom and the
top. Paint the middle part of that
rock white. Assist preschoolers as
needed.
3. Have an adult use a glue gun
to glue the top rock to the “body”
rock. Glue the two beans on top
for the Panda’s “ears.”
4. As the children paint, ask:
What do you know about pandas?
Say: Chengdu is a city in the
Sichuan province of China. It is
home to the Chengdu Research
Base of Giant Pandas, where
scientists study and provide a
home for pandas. Pandas are
called a “national treasure” of
China. (Show the video, TH:
Pandas Slide.)
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5. Say: This panda is a “prayer
pal,” a way to remind us to
pray. Bill and Michelle Cayard
have asked that we pray for the
churches near Chengdu, China.
Just like the pandas are a treasure
to China, the people of China are
like treasures to God. Ask God to
help the Cayards as they invite,
welcome, and serve the people of
Thanksgiving Church.

Play Panda Friends
Items needed: five or six white balloons;
black permanent marker; TH: Panda
Friend Balloons

1. Before the session, create five
or six panda balloons using the
model in TH: Panda Friends. Use
a black marker to make the panda
ears.
2. Say: Chengdu is a city in the
Sichuan province of China. It is
home to the Chengdu Research
Base of Giant Pandas, the
“treasure” of China.
3. Have the children sit in a circle
on the floor. Say: Pandas love to
play with their friends. We play
this game by keeping our panda
friends up in the air, don’t let your
panda friend fall to the ground.
4. Have children use their hands
to keep the balloons in the air.
Play a round with one balloon,
then add more balloons. Collect all
the panda balloons and say: We
had fun with our panda friends
and looked out for them. The
Cayards help people make friends
in Thanksgiving Church. They
help people feel welcome and
connected to Thanksgiving Church.
2016

Bible Connection
1. Say: Bill and Michelle Cayard make room for new friends at
Thanksgiving Church in Chengdu, China. Let’s hear a Bible story about a
king who made room and invited all people to his party. You can help me
tell the story.
2. Practice the following story from Luke 14:12-23. Have children act out
the following “roles” as you tell the story: Jesus, king, servant, several city
people, four children to be the table.
3. Have four children lie down on the floor to make a square or rectangle.
Say: You are the “table” in the king’s house.
4. Say: Jesus said to the disciples, “Don’t always hang out with the
people who are just like you. When you have a party, invite people who
are poor, hurt, disabled, or maybe blind. It will be a good thing. Good
things happen when everybody gathers around God’s table.” Jesus told
this story: There was once a king who was having a dinner party and he
invited his friends. But each friend said they couldn’t come, so he was
frustrated. He threw up his hands at their excuses. So the king told his
servant, “Go out into the city and bring in whoever you see: anyone who
is poor, hurting, disabled, or lonely.” The servant ran and brought people
from the city to the table. They sat around the table. There was still more
room! The king sent the servant to run back into the city. “Tell everyone
there is room around the table. Invite them to come!”
5. Say: Jesus wanted the people to understand that there is room for
everyone in God’s house.

Closing Prayer
Activity
1. Lead the children in a spoken
prayer that names each person in
the circle. Gather the children in a
circle. Have one empty seat or spot
in the circle. Teach the children the
phrase, “I am special to God and
so is _____.” Have them name the
person sitting to their left. Have the
children look and make sure they
know the name of that person.
2. Say: Every person is special to
God. God loves every person in this
circle. Look at the empty spot. This
will help us remember how God
also loves the people who are not
here yet, friends that we can invite
to church.
3. Say: Listen to the phrase as each
person says it. Say the name of the
person on your left.
4. When the phrase has gone
around the circle, lead the children
in a prayer, thanking God that God
loves every person in the circle and
any new friends that we would
invite.

6. Pray that God will help us make friends with people who are like us
and people who are different than us.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“Love one another as I have
loved you” (John 13:34)
NASB.
“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved
you, that you also love one another.
By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for
one another” (John 13:34-35) NASB.
Items needed: none

1. Say the Bible memory verse
together.

2. Say: We are going to practice
saying this Bible verse together so
that we can learn it well. Let’s see
if we can say it in different ways:
Can we say it while we reach to
the ceiling? Repeat the memory
verse after me. Can we say it while
we hop on one foot? Can we say it
while we run in place? Can we say
it while we lie down flat?
3. Encourage the children to
share the memory verse with their
parents and practice saying the
verse at home.
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SESSION

2

SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Training Lay Leaders in China

Session Preparation

• Read the Session Introduction, Luke 14:12-23, and John 13:35.
• Locate TH: Supporting Churches in China for more background
information and online resources.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
• Prepare the Bible Connection.
• Gather items needed for learning activities.
• Preview and prepare to show TH 6: Cayards in China and TH:
Wedding Feast Song and Video.
• Gather RK 2: Church Leader Puzzle. Make copies and cut apart the
pieces.
• Gather RK 1: Map of China, which is used each session.
• Locate TH: Hot Pot.
• Prepare RK 11: Allergy Alert with foods used in the activities and
display where parents can see it.

Session Introduction for Leaders: CBF field personnel Bill and Michelle
Cayard recognize a significant need in churches in China: trained leaders.
Many churches are experiencing growth, as large numbers of people
become part of the church. Yet, there are very few seminary-trained pastors to lead the congregations.
In China, there are some rules for churches that say the pastor of a church must be Chinese. Several pastors
asked the Cayards how they could equip leaders in their churches for the work of ministry. Together, they
developed a three-year lay training program. Four times a year, the lay leaders from churches meet for training
in biblical studies and ministry. The Cayards enjoy teaching these lay leaders. Many have full-time jobs but also
give their time to lead their churches.

Opening Activity
Play Fill the Bucket
Items needed: two large buckets (or
bowls); water; small cup for each child;
timing device

1. Before the session, fill one water
bucket with water. Set the empty
bucket across the room or yard. As
children arrive, ask one child to be
the “leader” for a big job. Show the

water bucket to the “leader” and
hand them one small cup. Say: Our
leader has a big job to do. He or she
needs to get all of this water from
bucket A to bucket B. How fast do
you think he or she can do this? He
or she has one minute. Let’s cheer!
2. Set a 1-minute timer and get the
children to cheer on their friend as
he or she runs back and forth filling
the empty bucket, one cup of water
at a time.
3. When the timer sounds, ask:
Was it difficult for one person to do

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
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all the work? We could do more if
we all use our abilities.
4. Give each child a cup. Say: Let’s
ask our leader to “train” us. (Ask
the child) Could you tell us the best
way to do this job?
5. Try the game again; fill the
bucket using everyone’s help.
6. Say: This job was too big for
just one leader to do it all alone. In
China, ministers and leaders work
together to share God’s love.

2016

Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Learning to Be Leaders
In a crowded room full of desks and books, Elder Zhang
looked around and smiled. He was an old man whose smile
was so big that his wrinkled face seemed to glow with pride.
He thanked God for all the students who had come to study
the Bible.

Items needed: RK 2: Church Leaders
Puzzle; RK 1: Map of China; tape; TH:
Cayards in China; computer or other
device

1. Before the session, make copies
and cut out the puzzle from RK 2:
Church Leaders Puzzle. Gather RK
1: Map of China and cut apart the
hearts

Elder Zhang shook hands with Bill, the one who planned
the Lay Leader Training. Bill and Michelle Cayard thanked
the women and men from the Bazhong Church for coming
to this training for two weeks. Some of the students were tall
and wore glasses; some of the students were short and wore
sneakers. Everyone was different; everyone was learning to be
a church leader.

2. Ask: Do you think Elder Zhang
made Jon feel better about his
studies? Have you ever had an
older person in church encourage
you in something?

Around the tables, each student smiled. They were excited to
learn more about how to understand the Bible. They thought
about all the people back in the Bazhong Church that they
would teach and serve.

3. Divide into groups of two or
three children. Give each of the
puzzle pieces to each group of
children. Say: We learned that Bill
and Michelle Cayard work with the
Lay Training Center in Chengdu.
Show RK 1: Map of China and
have a child tape another heart at
Chengdu.

Elder Zhang saw a young man named Jon who looked
worried. He walked over to the young man and encouraged
him. “There is a lot to study. But, you can do this, young
man. You’ll learn so much and be able to help as a leader in
your church,” said Elder Zhang. Jon smiled and opened up
his books. He walked over to a group of other students, who
were eagerly talking about the book of Acts in the Bible. Elder
Zhang looked at all of the students and said a quiet prayer
of thanks. He thanked God for each person who would take
home what they learned. The students would be choir leaders,
Sunday School teachers, and preachers. He thanked God for
the ways the Chinese church would be stronger because of
these leaders in training.

4. Say: “Lay” leaders are people
who have not been to a special
school called seminary, where
people learn skills to be a minister.
Instead, lay leaders are people
who have jobs outside of the
church, but still use their skills and
knowledge to serve God in their
church.
5. Have the children work
together to complete the puzzle
and talk about these examples of
lay leaders. Ask: Who were some
of the lay leaders in the puzzle?
How are these jobs important to a
church?
6. Show TH: Cayards in China
Video. Ask: What did lay leaders
do in this video?
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Learning Activities
Build Together
Items needed: RK 3: We Build the
Church; large Lego blocks or wood
blocks; clear tape

1. Before the session, cut out the
pictures of church leaders on RK 3
and tape one on each block. Have
some plain blocks for building, too.
2. Give the children the blank
blocks and ask them to build a
church.
3. Say: We learned in our story
about leaders who help in the
church. Some leaders are Sunday
School teachers, ushers, and music
leaders. Let’s see what the church
can be when we add these people
to it. Maybe it can be even bigger
and stronger.
4. Give the children the blocks
with pictures on them and let
them build.
5. Use the Bible thought, We work
together with God (1 Cor. 3:9).
Say: Each of the lay leaders we
see on these blocks helps to build
up the church and make it great.
Lay leaders do things like teach,
preach, sing, and share. We thank
God for leaders who help us know
about God’s love.

Race to Find the
Leaders
Items needed: Two cameras or devices
to take pictures; two copies of TH: Find
the Leaders Challenge List

1. Before the session, prepare two
copies of the TH: Find the Leaders
Challenge List.

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.

Eat Hot Pot

2. Say: We learned about how
the Cayards encourage lay leaders
in churches in China. We have
leaders who lead our church too.

Items needed: recipe ingredients; TH:
Hot Pot; slow cooker; small Styrofoam
cups or bowls; spoons; ladle; RK 11:
Allergy Alert

3. Divide the children into two
groups. Assign an adult to assist
each group. Tell the children that
they are going on a search for
lay leaders in their church. Give
each group two minutes to come
up with a quick cheer or poem to
encourage the leader when they
find them.

Ingredients [Serves 6]:
32 ounces chicken broth
1 cup shredded carrots
1 chicken breast, fully cooked, 		
chopped into small chunks
1 cup celery, chopped
1 cup spaghetti noodles, fully 		
cooked
1 cup red pepper, chopped
Optional: red hot chili sauce or
Chinese sweet and sour sauce,
to taste
1. Before the session, prepare
ingredients. Place chicken broth in
a slow cooker. Allow time to heat
before the session. Place the other
ingredients in bowls, ready to add
to the soup during the session.

4. The group of children will
identify people who fit the
description, who are present
within the building. As a group,
they will go to that person, and
encourage them with their cheer/
poem. Finally, they will take a
group picture with that church
leader. Try a fun pose!
5. Give one copy of the list to
each group. Note that adults may
need to help the children think
of these leaders and know their
names. You may want to alert the
church leaders that they will be
approached for a photo.
6. After the children have returned
with their pictures, have them
share the pictures with the larger
group. Ask: How do these leaders
make our church stronger? How
do these people use their gifts and
skills?
7. Say: In Chengdu, China, lay
leaders teach, preach, and sing. In
our church, lay leaders look like
the people we just found. Leaders
could also look like you and like
me. Let’s remember to encourage
our leaders and look for ways that
we can use our skills and abilities
to share God’s love.
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2. Show TH: Hot Pot. Say: A
popular way to share a meal
in China is called “Hot Pot.”
When the Cayards meet with
the leaders from the lay training
center, one favorite food is “Hot
Pot.” Everyone brings a different
vegetable or ingredient to add to
the pot of soup.
3. Let children pick an ingredient
they want to pretend they brought
from home to add to the soup.
Pour each item into the slow
cooker and stir. Allow time for it to
become warm.
4. Ladle a taste of the soup into
a bowl for each person. Tell the
children they can add spicy sauce
to their bowl of soup if they like.
Thank God for the soup to share.
2016

Bible Connection

Closing Prayer
Experience
1. Have the children sit in a circle.
Say: Today we heard stories about
people who help in churches.
When people use their abilities
for teaching, preaching, visiting,
cooking, singing or sharing, the
church becomes even stronger.

Items needed: TH: Wedding Feast Song and Video; computer or other device

1. Ask: Do you remember the story from Session 1 about the king who
invited people to a party? Say: Today we’re going to see and hear this
story. As we watch this video, think about the people who were helpers
in this story.
2. Show TH: Wedding Feast Song and Video.
3. Ask: Who was the helper in the story? What did the helper do?
What do you wonder about the servant’s job? Allow children to make
observations and ask questions about the servant.
4. Say: Servants are important in this Bible story. What would the king’s
party have been like without the servant? Without the servant, the people
would not have heard, “Oh come, oh come!” Sometimes we call the
helpers in our church “servants” because they go out of their way to serve
or help. Let’s be thankful for the servants who help the Cayards in their
ministry.

2. Say: Think of someone in our
church who is a helper. I will begin
our prayer by saying “Thank you,
God, for” and each of you will say
the name of a helper in our church.
3. Allow the children to offer
names in prayer, then close the
prayer by thanking God for lay
leaders in the Bazhong Church and
in your own church.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved you,
that you also love one another. By
this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” John 13:34-35
Items needed: post-it notes; timing
device

1. Before the session, write each
word of the memory verse on a
post-it note. Place these post-it
notes on a wall, in jumbled word
order.
2. Practice saying the memory
verse aloud together. Instruct the
children to look at the jumbled
verse in post-it notes on the wall.
Have the children sit lined up,
facing the wall. Tell the children
that they will send one person at
a time to run up to the wall and
move one word. Then, that person

comes back to the group and tags
the next person to run to the wall.
They may move one post-it note at
a time, until the verse is in order.
3. Continue until the verse is in
order on the wall. Give help as
needed.
“Love one another as I have
loved you” (John 13:34)
NASB.

1. Say: We are going to practice
saying this Bible verse together so
that we can learn it well.
2. Say: Repeat the memory verse
after me in your normal voice.
Now repeat the verse after me in
a shouting voice. Now use a very
quiet whisper voice to repeat the
verse after me.
3. Encourage the children to
share the memory verse with their
parents and practice saying the
verse at home.
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SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Making Connections in China

Session Preparation
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Read Session Introduction, Luke 14: 12-23 and John 13:35.
Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
Locate RK 1: Map of China, which is used each session.
Gather items needed for learning activities.
Gather RK 4: Me, Too!, RK 5: Chinese Letters, and RK 6: Table
Placemat.
Preview and prepare to show TH: Bicycles in China.
Locate TH: Ping Pong in China, TH: Smile Tag, TH: Glow Jars, and
TH: Balloon Ping Pong.
Practice telling the Bible Connection story.
Prepare RK 11: Allergy Alert with foods used in the activities and
display where parents can see it.

Session Introduction for Leaders: CBF field personnel in China are
intentional about the ways they connect with the people in their
communities. Larry and Sarah Ballew, serving in Macau, said, “In one of
the most crowded cities in the world, many people feel lonely.” Making
connections is an act of hospitality, which is the core of their ministry.
God’s grace compels these field personnel to initiate friendships with people they encounter.
Offering friendship begins with making connections. Sometimes this happens through recreation or dinners;
sometimes friendship happens through settings like English classes. Both the Cayards and the Ballews look for
points of connection with the people they meet in China.

Opening Activity
Play Me, Too!
Items needed: ink pads; pencils; RK 4:
Me, Too!

1. Before the session, prepare
copies of RK 4: Me, Too!
2. Say: Each of these sentences
tells something you might like or
dislike. Let’s read through these

and see if any of these are true for
you. If you see a blank, write what
you would put in the blank.
3. Have children put ink on their
thumb. Say: Now, we will see
which of your friends have things
in common. Move around the room
and ask people, “Is this true for
you?” If they say “Me, too!” then
have them place their thumbprint
on the box.
4. Say: The field personnel in
China look for ways they can make
connections with people. Finding
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things in common is one way they
make friends.
5. For preschoolers: read the
sentences and ask them to stand
and shout “Me, Too!” if they
agree. Note the things they have in
common.
6. Say: As you listen to the story,
pretend you are riding a bicycle.
When the characters stop, you stop.
When they point, you point. Got it?
Get on your pretend bike and let’s
go!

2016

Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Making Connections in China
“Let’s go, Carmen!” said her mother, Liz, while she patted the
back of the bicycle seat. Carmen hopped on the bicycle and
her mom pedaled down the road. Liz didn’t want to be late for
English class, but first she had to drop Carmen off at school.
“Oh, look!” Carmen pointed to the park on their left. “There’s
a table open. Let’s play ping pong after school today.” Her
mother smiled, thinking about how she had first made friends
with the other moms there. They had invited her to come to
English class.

Items needed: TH: Ping Pong in China;
TH: Bicycles in China; computer or other
device; RK 1: Map of China

1. Before the session, preview and
prepare to show TH: Bicycles in
China.
2. Ask: Carmen and her mother,
Liz, rode together on a bicycle.
What did they see on their ride to
school? (Show TH: Ping Pong in
China.) Say: Carmen saw places
where friendships had begun. The
ping pong tables in the park are
one place where people have fun
and make connections. What were
some of the other places in our
story?

Liz pedaled along, gliding through the busy streets, while
Carmen held on tight. “Look!” Carmen shouted, pointing to
her right. “I want to play basketball with my friends later. I
love to play sports with my friends.” Liz smiled and thought
about all the friends her daughter had made at church. They
began attending Thanksgiving Church because Carmen’s
friends invited them to come. The friendly people made them
feel so special. They were kind and asked Carmen what she
liked to do for fun.

3. Ask: How did Liz start a new
friendship when she arrived at
English class?

Liz tapped the brakes on their bicycle at the stoplight. As they
paused next to all the other bicycles and cars, Liz said, “Look,
Carmen!” She pointed straight ahead at the tea house, where
they first met Bill and Michelle Cayard. On that day, Michelle
had smiled and said hello first. Liz thought Michelle was very
kind, and they began to talk about what kind of tea they liked
to drink. Then, Michelle invited Liz to church, because she
said God’s love made a big difference in her life.

4. Show the children a portion of
TH: Bicycles in China. Show RK 1:
Map of China. Say: In Chengdu,
riding bicycles for transportation
is very common; traffic is often
bikes and cars. CBF field personnel
like the Cayards and Ballews think
carefully about the ways they can
make connections with people.
Let’s draw a dotted line on the
map between Chengdu and Macau.

The Cayards and their friends, Larry and Sarah Ballew,
know that making friends starts with making a connection.
Wherever they go, they start with a smile and look for
something they have in common.

5. Say: Often, connections start
with a smile and a hello. Sarah
Ballew says that Jesus starts a
friendship with us, so we should
offer friendship to others like Jesus
did. The Cayards and the Ballews
seek to make friends like Jesus
did through fellowships, teaching
English classes, and paying
attention to the people they see
around them.

Carmen hopped off the bicycle and ran into school. When
Liz arrived at English class, she saw a new person seated at
the table. She smiled and said, “Hi, my name is Liz. Learning
English may seem tough, but I’ll help you. Let me tell you
about my first class.” Liz and her new friend Janice had made
a connection.
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Learning Activities
Play Smile Tag
Items needed: TH: Smile Tag; scissors;
stapler; drinking straw for each child

1. Before the session, locate and
cut apart the smile cards on TH:
Smile Tag. Use a stapler to attach a
drinking straw to each smile card.
2. Go outside in a space where
children can run. Choose one or
two children to be “it” and the
other children to be “smiles.” Give
the children who are “smiles”
a prepared smile card. Say: We
are going to play smile tag. Run
around, and if you are tagged
by “it” you must stand still and
freeze. You can only move if a
“smile” stops in front of you,
smiles, and you smile back.
3. After playing, ask: Have you
ever had a day when you needed
a smile from a friend? How did a
smile make a difference in your
day? Say: Field personnel look
for ways to connect with new
people. A smile is usually the start
of a friendship, and making new
friends is an important way to
show Christ’s love.

Make Smile Jars
Items needed: glass jars; glow-in-thedark paint; thin paintbrushes; paper
plates; scissors; construction paper;
markers; TH: Glow Jars

1. Before the session, see TH:
Glow Jars to make an example of
the smile jars. Cut construction
paper into strips so that each child
can have five strips.

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.

2. Say: CBF field personnel look
for ways to make friends with
people where they live. Sharing
a smile is an important way they
start a friendship.

paddles and a balloon. Have them
tap the balloon between them to
play ping pong.

3. Place some paint on paper
plates. Give each child a jar and
a paintbrush. Tell the children to
paint tiny dots on the inside of the
jar. While the jars dry, say: This
paint is glow-in-the-dark paint.
When we are in a dark room, the
jar will light up the space and
make a neat pattern of light. When
we bring smiles to other people, it
is like we are lighting up their day.
4. Give each child five strips of
construction paper. Tell them to
write on each strip something that
someone in their family does that
brings a smile. Use the examples
in TH: Glow Jars. For preschoolers,
ask them what makes them smile
and write down their answers.
5. Say: Share your smile jar
with your family. Sharing a smile
is one way we can be kind.
For preschoolers, use the Bible
thought, Be kind to one another
(Eph 4:32).

3. Say: Ping Pong is the national
sport of China, and ping pong
tables are very popular there.
Playing games like ping pong is
one way for people to get to know
one another better and make
friends. CBF field personnel know
that it is important to make friends
and share God’s love with their
friends.

Play with Words
Items needed: RK 5: Chinese letters;
sand; paper plates or shoe box lids

1. Before the session, make several
copies of RK 5: Chinese Letters.
2. Say: An important way that
field personnel connect with
people in China is through
language classes. The Cayards and
the Ballews both teach English
classes.
3. Give each child a paper plate
or shoe box lid and pour some
sand on the plate or lid. Say:
The Cayards and the Ballews
teach English but they also learn
Mandarin, a language used in
China. Chinese language uses
characters to represent words.

Play Balloon Ping
Pong
Items needed: paper plates; masking
tape; craft sticks; balloons; space to play;
TH: Balloon Ping Pong

1. Before the session, prepare
paper plate “paddles” following
the instructions on TH: Balloon
Ping Pong.

4. Show RK 5: Chinese Letters.
Have the children trace the letters
on the page with their fingers.
Then, have them try to make the
letters in the sand on their plates
or lids.

2. Invite children to find a partner
or trio. Give each pair or trio their
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Bible Connection

Closing Prayer
Experience

Items needed: paper plates; plastic forks; plastic spoons; marker; copy of RK 6: Table
Placemat for each child

1. Before the session, write these words or phrases on each fork with a
marker: like video games; play sports; like to read books; don’t go to our
church; have a disability; like to laugh; get all A’s; have trouble in school;
wish for more friends; hate their chores; don’t like sports; love music;
giggle a lot.
2. Have the children sit at a table. Say: We’ve been learning the story of
the king inviting everyone to the party. Let’s hear that story again. Open
the Bible and read Luke 14:12-23.
3. Pass out copies of the RK 6: Table Placemat to each child. Tell the
children you want them to think about all the people who were invited
to the party. Have them wonder silently about what that table looked like
with all the different people seated around it. Have one child at a time
come forward and choose a fork (with the phrases written on it) for their
place setting. Have the group say together “There is room at God’s table
for people who . . .” and then have the child read what their fork says.
4. Say: Look around at our table set with many different kinds of people.
The Bible story reminds us that God welcomes all people to come together
and know Christ’s love. We thank God for calling people like Bill and
Michelle Cayard and Larry and Sarah Ballew to make friends with people
and share God’s love in China.

Items needed: ball of yarn

1. Have the children sit in a circle.
Give one child a ball of yarn. Say:
Making connections is important
for ministry in China. Making
connections is important for us,
too. One way we stay connected is
to pray for one another.
2. Have children say something or
someone they are praying for, from
the mission story or in their own
lives. After they name their prayer
request, the child should hold one
end of the yarn and toss the ball
of yarn to another person in the
circle.
3. When they have finished
naming things they would like to
pray for, say: Look at the ways we
are connected by listening to each
other’s prayer thoughts.
4. Pray aloud for each request that
was named.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved you,
that you also love one another. By
this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:34-35) NASB.
Items needed: paper plates; plastic
spoons; marker; RK 6: Table Placemat

1. Before the session, write each
word of the verse on a spoon. Mix
up the order of the spoons.
2. Consider using this activity with
the Bible connection activity. While
the children are seated at a table,

have each child come forward and
choose a spoon with a word on it.
Place the spoon on the placemat.
Go around the table and have each
child say the word on their spoon
out loud.
3. Say: This table setting is all
jumbled. We need to get these
words in the order of our memory
verse. How fast can we get our
spoons in order?
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1. Invite the preschoolers to sit at a
table. Give each preschooler a copy
of RK 6: Table Placemat. Say: I’m
glad you’re at the table with me.
Let’s say our verse about loving
others.
2. Lead the preschoolers to
say the memory verse together
several times while they color the
placemats.

4. Lead the children to say the
memory verse together several
times.
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“Love one another as I have
loved you” (John 13:34)
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SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Know Their Names: Care for the
Hospitality Industry
Session Preparation

• Read Session Introduction, Luke 14:12-23 and John 13:35.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
• Gather RK 8: English Class Fellowship and RK 1: Map of China, which
is used each session.
• Gather items needed for learning activities.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: Visit to Macau and TH: He Knows
My Name.
• Locate TH: Almond Cookies and TH: Bible Hopscotch.
• Practice telling the Bible Connection story.
• Prepare RK 11: Allergy Alert with foods used in the activities and
display where parents can see it.

Session Introduction for Leaders: CBF field personnel Larry and Sarah
Ballew minister to people who work in the hospitality industry in Macau
[muh COW], on the southeast coast of China. Macau is a city full of
tourism, including many restaurants, hotels, entertainment venues, and
casinos. Similar to the entertainment in Las Vegas, visitors to Macau come
from places around the world for fun. People who serve in this booming
hospitality industry often work as restaurant servers, cooks, street sweepers, or housekeeping staff.
When the Ballews arrived in Macau in 1996, they began to “prayer walk” through the city. They walked and
noticed needs in the community, praying for the people they encountered. They recognized a need for ministry
with people who felt overlooked: workers in the hospitality industry. The Ballews describe this ministry by
saying “we serve the servers.” They teach an English class for these workers and host English Class Fellowship
once a month. Their goal is to make connections and let the people feel that they are seen, rather than
overlooked, in this bustling tourist city.

Opening Activity
Visit Macau
Items needed: TH: Visit to Macau;
computer or other device

1. Say: We are going to see the city
of Macau on the southeast coast of
China. This city is well known for
its tourists, people who visit the

city for fun. Ask: Have you visited
another place for fun, maybe
vacation? What kinds of things did
you do on vacation? Where did you
stay? What did you eat?
2. Show TH: Visit to Macau. Say:
We saw several hotels, restaurants,
and businesses for tourists. These
places are part of the hospitality
industry. Places like this have
many employees that we often call
“servers.” Think about the parts of
the hotels and restaurants we saw.
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Think about who makes the beds
in those hotels. Think about who
cooks the food in the restaurants.
Ask: What do you think their work
is like? How do they feel as they
serve the many, many tourists?
3. In our mission story, we are
going to learn about how Larry
and Sarah Ballew are ministers to
people who work in the hospitality
industry in Macau.

2016

Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Serving the Servers
Swish, swish, swish went the broom along the city street in
Macau [muh COW]. Jim pushed his broom, cleaning up trash
and dirt while the cars whizzed by. His back was sore from
bending over and he wondered if anyone noticed him doing
this daily job.

Items needed: TH: He Knows My
Name; computer or other device; RK 1:
Map of China; cutout hearts; tape; RK 8:
English Class Fellowship

1. Before the session, preview and
prepare to show TH: He Knows My
Name.

Tuck, smooth, pull it straight. Amy worked quickly to put
sheets on the hotel bed before the guests checked in. She
scooped up all the dirty towels and placed clean towels on the
rack. She scrubbed the bathroom and put soap and shampoo
in just the right spot. Her boss had fussed at her that morning
because she worked slowly and carefully instead of finishing
fast. Does he even know my name, she wondered? She felt
lonely as she hurried to the next room to clean.

2. Show RK 1: Map of China. Have
a child tape a heart on the map
near Macau. Say: In Macau, China,
where Larry and Sarah Ballew live,
there are many people who work
as restaurant servers, housekeeping
staff, and cleaning staff.

Clink, clank, clink went the plates as Mindy collected them
from the table. The restaurant was busy tonight and she
would have to hurry so her customers didn’t get cranky while
they waited. Her feet were so tired, but she hoped to get a
good tip because today was her birthday. A customer at the
next table spoke sharply to Mindy because he was cranky.
Mindy felt sad and couldn’t wait to meet up with her friends
Jim and Amy. They were meeting some friends from English
class once everyone finished their work.

3. Show RK 8: English Class
Fellowship. Say: Larry and Sarah
Ballew try to make sure that their
friends know that they are loved
and special. Take a look at the
birthday celebration for friends
from English Class Fellowship.
Ask: How do you feel when you
have a birthday party? How do you
think Mindy felt when her friends
remembered her birthday?

Amy and Jim were excited to surprise Mindy for her birthday.
Their friends Larry and Sarah Ballew, who led the English
Class Fellowship, had planned a birthday treat. They met
at a nearby restaurant and waited at the table. Sarah gave
everyone a birthday hat to wear. When Mindy rounded the
corner and saw her friends, she cried tears of joy. “It’s your
turn to sit down and enjoy a treat,” Sarah told Mindy. “Here
are some small gifts to show we care.”

4. Say: The Ballews help people in
the hospitality industry know that
they are special to God.
5. Say: They want these friends to
know that God sees them, knows
them, and loves each of them.
6. Show TH: He Knows My
Name. Show the video and let the
children sing along with the song,
using the motions if appropriate.

“This is so thoughtful and kind,” Mindy told her friends. Sarah
said, “Today is your birthday! We want you to know that you
are special to us and special to God. We are thankful for your
life.” Mindy hugged her friends and felt glad that someone
had remembered her special day.
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name. Whether we are a server in
a restaurant in Macau or a child in
the United States, God sees us and
loves us.
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Learning Activities
Play Do You Notice?
Items needed: timer; several items a
server or housekeeper might wear or
use: apron, name tag, pin-on buttons,
hair net, clip-on earrings, silk scarf,
clipboard, pen, broom

1. Before the activity, choose a
child to dress up as the “server.”
Have the child step outside the
room to dress up as the server.
2. Tell the class that they are
going to play a game to see how
well they notice their “server”
in thirty seconds. Set the timer
for thirty seconds and have the
“server” come in the room. He or
she should say, “Hi, I’m _______
and I’ll be your server today,”
then pretend to give out glasses of
water. At thirty seconds, have the
child leave the room and change
one thing about his or her outfit.
When the “server” comes back
in the room, see if the group can
guess what changed. Play this
game for a few rounds, if time
allows.
3. Ask: Was it difficult to notice
small details about our server? Do
you always notice the servers you
meet in our city?
4. Say: Larry and Sarah Ballew say
that one way they show kindness
to people in the hospitality
industry is to notice them. They
pay attention to each person, look
them in the eyes, and notice things
that make the person special. God
always notices people and cares
for them. For preschoolers, use the
Bible thought, God cares for you (1
Peter 5:7).

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.

Play Shift Relay

an apron to cook, taking orders,
and sweeping the floor.
2. Use the Bible thought, We
work together (1 Cor. 3:9). Say:
You have done a great job at work
today. No matter what your job is,
you are special to God!

Items needed: two aprons; two trays;
plastic plates/food; two brooms; two
clocks; space to run a race; cones
(optional)

1. Before the activity, place the
aprons, trays, brooms, and clocks
in a line for the relay.

Taste Almond
Cookies

2. Say: The Ballews say that they
“serve the servers” in Macau.
During their shifts, workers are
very busy.

Items needed: spoons; plastic forks;
baking sheet; glass cup; almond cookie
dough; TH: Almond cookies; RK 11:
Allergy Alert

3. Divide the children into two
teams for a relay race. Say: We
are going to play a game to race
through a “shift.”
4. Instruct the first child to run to
the apron and put it on. Next, run
to the tray. Place the plates and
food on the tray and raise it over
their head. Then set it back on the
ground. Then run to the broom
and sweep three times. Then run
to the clock and touch it to “clock
out” and run back to tag the next
person in line.
5. Have the children complete the
shift relay race. Say: Whew! There
is a lot of work during a shift as
a server. The Ballews show the
servers in Macau that Jesus cares
for them by asking how their day
was and just showing kindness.

Items needed: aprons; clipboards;
pretend dishes and food; trays; child-size
brooms

1. Allow the children to dress
up as people who work in the
hospitality industry. Have them
take turns pretending by wearing
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1. Before the session, make the
almond cookie dough according to
the recipe in TH: Almond Cookies.
2. With the children, divide batter
into one-inch balls. Place cookies
two inches apart on an ungreased
baking sheet. Flatten balls of
dough with the bottom of a glass.
3. Say: In Macau, almond cookies
are a special tradition. After the
dough is made, cookie bakers
make a design on the cookie by
placing it into a mold. We are
going to put a design on our
cookies with a fork. Use your fork
to make the letter of your name.
4. Say: God sees and knows each
of us, noticing all the things that
make us special. God knows our
names, and God knows the names
of the servers in Macau. As you
put your initial on the cookie,
remember how the Ballews show
the people that God knows our
names.
5. Finish preparing cookies
according to the recipe. Eat and
enjoy the cookies.
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Closing Prayer
Experience

Bible Connection & Memory Verse
Activity
“Love one another as I have
loved you” (John 13:34)
NASB.

“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved you,
that you also love one another. By
this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:34-35) NASB.

Items needed: masking tape or sidewalk chalk; notecards; beanbag; TH: Bible
Hopscotch

1. Before the session, write the words of the memory verse on
notecards, one word per card. Make a hopscotch area on the floor,
using masking tape or sidewalk chalk outside. Place a few cards on each
section of the hopscotch area. See TH: Bible Hopscotch for an example.
2. Say: We are going to practice our memory verse by playing hopscotch.
Each person will take a turn hopping through the hopscotch area. Say the
words of the verse loudly when you hop on that block.
3. Allow the children to hop through the hopscotch game.
4. Allow the children to take turns tossing the beanbag. Take away the
word card nearest where the beanbag lands. Then, have the children hop
through the hopscotch game with the missing cards. Play until the cards
are all missing, allowing children to hop through and say the whole verse.
Omit the word cards and use sidewalk chalk to draw a symbol for
each word of the verse. Have the children hop on each symbol,
saying the verse by using the symbols as prompts.

Items needed: computer or other device;
TH: He Knows My Name

1. See if the children can say John
13:34-35 from memory. Say: Our
memory verse talks about knowing
God’s love from the way we see
love from other people. What
are some ways that the Ballews
show love to people in Macau? An
important thing they did was pay
attention and notice the people.
How can we show people in our
city that we notice them? What
about in the grocery store, library,
or restaurants?
2. Invite the children to stand
in a circle and join hands. Say:
Let’s start by paying attention to
the people in our circle. Silently,
turn to the person on your right
and notice one thing about them.
Maybe they have on a t-shirt you
like or they make you laugh or
smile. Think about that one thing,
but do not say it out loud.
3. Tell the children to pray silently
for the person on their right,
thanking God for how God has
made them special. Close the time
of prayer by thanking God for
knowing each person by name.
4. Play TH: He Knows My Name
until parents arrive.
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SESSION

5

SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Open Doors: Hospitality in Macau

Session Preparation

• Read Session Introduction, Luke 14: 12-23, and John 13:35.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
• Gather RK 7: Kindness Kits, RK 8: English Class Fellowship and RK 1:
Map of China, which is used each session.
• Gather items needed for learning activities.
• Locate TH: Crackle Cookies, TH: Stop the Clock, TH: Bang On Time,
TH: Memory Match, and TH: Wedding Feast Song and Video.
• Practice telling the Bible Connection story.
• Prepare RK 11: Allergy Alert with foods used in the activities and
display where parents can see it.

Session Introduction for Leaders: For Larry and Sarah Ballew, hospitality
shapes their ministry. Since 1996, they have worked to serve the servers
in the tourist city of Macau. English Class Fellowship is an extension of
the English class offered at Macau Baptist Church. People who work in
restaurants and hotels in the city of Macau often meet in the Ballews’
home for meals or to celebrate holidays. One way the Ballews demonstrate
hospitality is by being mindful of the shift work and wide range of
schedules these servers keep. When they host a holiday fellowship, such as Thanksgiving, they will host the
party from morning to evening, to accommodate people from all shifts.
The Ballews know that people who work in Macau come from many different backgrounds. Tourism in
Macau brings people from all over Asia and the world to live, work, and vacation. The people they encounter
sometimes have faith backgrounds from Christian traditions such as Catholicism or evangelical traditions;
sometimes they may not identify with any particular faith. When the Ballews host English Class Fellowship,
they look for opportunities during conversations about the meal or holiday to bring up ideas about God’s love.
At birthday celebrations, they tell how each person is created and loved by God. When they bake Christmas
cookies, they emphasize the idea that this season celebrates how God is with us.

Opening Activity
Mix Crackle Cookies
Items needed: TH: Crackle Cookies;
recipe ingredients; baking sheet; oven
or toaster oven; oven mitt; plates; two
mixing bowls; mixing spoon; RK 11:
Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, prepare
ingredients for the cookie dough
according to TH: Crackle Cookies.
Double the recipe if you choose the
“Make Kindness Kits for Workers”
Learning Activity.

Crackle Cookies. They will make
dough balls and roll them in
powdered sugar.

2. As the children arrive, say: I’m
so glad that you have come to help
make cookies.

5. Say: we’re going to hear a story
about how the Ballews use cookie
baking as a fellowship activity in
Macau, China.

3. Have children work together
to follow the instructions for TH:
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4. Ask one leader to bake the
cookies while the class listens to
the mission story.

2016

Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Gather Around the Table

Items needed: RK 8: English Class
Fellowship

The apartment door swung open and Sarah Ballew said, “I’m
so glad you came!” She smiled at Ann and Dave from English
Class Fellowship, who had stopped by in the afternoon when
their shift at the restaurant ended. Ann and Dave looked
around at other friends from English Class Fellowship. The
Fellowship group meets each month to share a meal together.
Several people were laughing and enjoying delicious treats;
some were leaving to get to their jobs at the hotels and other
restaurants.

1. Say: The Ballews invite people
from English Class Fellowship
into their home once a month.
Preparing for others and showing
them a warm welcome is called
hospitality.
2. Ask: What are some ways
the Ballews showed hospitality
in this story? How do you think
hospitality makes people feel? Say:
Hospitality is a way of making
preparations for others and making
room for others. The Ballews pay
attention and listen to people
following Jesus’ model of paying
attention to people.

Larry and Sarah Ballew invited people from English Class
Fellowship to stop by whenever they got off work; their home
was open to friends all day. The Christmas cookie party could
not just last one hour; they had to make time for people who
worked at night or worked early mornings. The Ballews knew
that having a warm meal with friends made people feel loved.
They knew that fellowship was important.

3. Offer the children a taste of the
chocolate crinkle cookies. Ask:
How do you feel when someone
makes a special treat for you, like
cookies? Say: The Ballews like
to make treats for the English
Class Fellowship. The people feel
loved when they receive cookies.
They also get to participate in
making cookies for others, so they
share kindness with others they
know. (Show RK 8: English Class
Fellowship.)

“Come, help me take the cookies out of the oven,” Sarah
said. Ann and her friends placed the cookies on a plate and
laughed as they decorated them with icing. While they ate
treats and decorated cookies, Larry and Sarah listened to each
person share about their day. They encouraged each other and
told them that God cares for them.
Ann and Dave were very tired from working with rude, cranky
customers all day. It was nice to be treated with kindness, to
be welcomed as a friend into the Ballews’ home. They were
eager to wrap the Christmas cookies into small packages.
Sarah told them that they would take these cookies to other
workers at hotels and restaurants in the city of Macau. What
a fun surprise these would be! Ann knew that other people
would feel like someone cares when they receive homemade
cookies from the English Class Fellowship.
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4. Say: Welcoming people into
your home as friends is a way to
show love. Making special treats
and sharing them with friends is a
way to show love. These activities
connect to our Bible memory verse
this week. Ask: Can anyone say
our memory verse?
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Learning Activities
Play Stop the Clock
Items needed: computer or other
device; TH: Stop the Clock or TH: Bang
On Time

1. Say: The people who work in
the hospitality industry often work
in “shift work.” Shift means the set
of hours they work, and this could
be morning shift, afternoon shift,
or late night shift. Let’s play a
game where we stop the clock.
2. Use TH: Stop the Clock and
have the children match the
times. When they complete it,
they shout together, “Stop the
Clock!” Play several rounds and
see if they can beat their “time.”
For older children, use TH: Bang
on Time. Follow the directions on
the website link. Have the children
run in place, hop on one foot,
shake their arms each round until
it is time to stop the clock. Have
the group stop moving and shout,
“Stop the Clock!” at the correct
time.

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.
group can play in small groups of
two to four children. Cut the cards
along the dotted lines.
2. Have children lay the cards face
down on a flat surface. Players
take turns turning over one card,
then one more card trying to find
a match. When players turn over
a card, they must say how the
picture represents the ministry of
the English Class Fellowship. The
player with the most matches is
the winner.
3. Ask: Was it easy to find the
matches? Say: Larry and Sarah
Ballew help people who work in
the hospitality industry know that
they have someone who knows
how they feel. They connect with
friends and make a match with
one another.

1. Play this game as one group and
let the children take turns finding
a match. Have them say what the
picture is, and you tell how we
heard about this in the story.

3. Ask: What would it feel like if
you had to work all night or early
in the morning like the servers
in Macau? Say: Larry and Sarah
Ballew host meals and activities
in their home from early in the
morning to late at night so that
servers can come whenever their
work shift allows.

2. Use the Bible thought, God
made all people (Acts 17:27).

Play Memory Match

Items needed: RK 7: Kindness Kits;
markers; crayons; zipper top bags;
crackle cookies; chewing gum or candy;
RK 11: Allergy Alert

Items needed: TH: Memory Match

1. Before the session, make copies
of TH: Memory Match so that your

Make Kindness Kits
for Workers
[Mission Project]

2. Say: We’ve learned that Larry
and Sarah Ballew offer hospitality
and friendship to people in Macau.
One important way they welcome
people is to stop and notice people
they encounter day to day. These
people may be restaurant workers,
grocery store clerks, or hotel staff.
3. Ask: Can you think of someone
you meet in your day-to-day
activities? Who is a person you see
regularly that you might not notice
enough to ask their name? Say: We
are going to make small gifts of
kindness for people we encounter
in our daily routine.
4. Pass out supplies for coloring
kindness kit labels. Let children
color the labels. Have them place
crackle cookies, chewing gum,
or other treats inside each zipper
top bag. Staple a kindness kit
label on each bag. Sign cards
with children’s first names and
your church’s name. Say: Ask
your parents to help you give
this kindness kit to someone that
you and your parents meet each
day. This could be a grocery store
clerk, a librarian, a bus driver, or
someone else. Ask the person’s
name. Then say, you are special to
God.
5. Lead the group in a prayer for
the recipients of their kindness
kits.

1. Before the session, make copies
of RK 7: Kindness Kits and cut
apart the labels.
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Bible Connection & Memory Verse
Activity
“Love one another as I have
loved you” (John 13:34)
NASB.

Closing Prayer
Experience

“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved you,
that you also love one another. By
this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:34-35) NASB.

Items needed: beach ball

Items needed: TH: Wedding Feast Song
and Video; computer or other device

1. Say: This is the final session
in this unit. We are thankful for
all the ways that the Ballews and
the Cayards offer welcome and
friendship. Let’s sing the song we
learned about welcoming people to
the table.
2. Show TH: Wedding Feast
Song and Video, encouraging the
children to sing along.

1. Gather the children in a circle. For elementary children, ask the
children to stand an arm’s length away from their neighbors. For
preschoolers, have the children sit in a circle.
2. Practice saying the memory verse aloud together.
3. Say: When I toss the beach ball to you, catch the ball and say one
word of the memory verse. Say the name of a person in the circle and toss
the ball to that friend. They will say the next word of the verse.

3. Pray together, thanking God for
people who say, “Oh come to the
table of the Lord.”

4. Continue until the verse is complete. Challenge the group to do another
round, perhaps faster. Give help as needed.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP

25

SUMMER

|

2016

| 2016
SUMMER

CBF missional curriculum for preschoolers and children

Resource Kit

RESOURCE
KIT

1

Map of China
Directions: Cut apart the hearts. Display the map.
Leaders: Use in Sessions 1-5, Mission Story Discussion.
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TEACHER

MUSICIAN

DEACON

MINISTER

VOLUNTEER
RESOURCE
KIT

2

USHER

Church Leaders Puzzle
Directions: Make several copies on cardstock.
Leaders: Use in Session 2, Mission Story Discussion.
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RESOURCE
KIT

3

We Build the Church
Directions: Cut out each picture. Tape each one onto a block.
Leaders: Use in Session 2, “We Build the Church” Learning Activity.
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I run
really fast.

My birthday
is in ________
month.

I just saw
the movie
_____________.

I have a
younger
sibling.

I am the
youngest in my
house.

I am an only
child.

I enjoy making I get mad when
_____________. _____________.

RESOURCE
KIT

4

I like to laugh.

Me, Too!
Directions: Make a copy for each child.
Leaders: Use in Session 3, Opening Activity.
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smile

RESOURCE
KIT

5

Chinese Letters

kindness

friend

Directions: Make a copy for each child.
Leaders: Use in Session 3, “Play with Words” Learning Activity.
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RESOURCE
KIT

6

Table Placemats
Directions: Make several copies of the placemats on cardstock paper.
Leaders: Use in Session 3, Bible Connection.
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May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.

d
d
RESOURCE
KIT

7

d

d

May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.

d d
May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.

d

d

d

d d
d

d

d

May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.

d
May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.

Kindness Kits
Directions: Make copies and cut apart.
Leaders: Use in Session 5, “Make Kindness Kits” Learning Activity.
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May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.

d

d

d

May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.
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May this small
ACT of KINDNESS
brighten your day.
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d
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d

d

RESOURCE
KIT

8

English Class Fellowship
Larry and Sarah Ballew, CBF field personnel serving in Macau, China, welcome people from the
hospitality industry to a fellowship in their home once a month, where they share a meal and learn
more about one another.
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RESOURCE
KIT

9

Worship at Thanksgiving Church
CBF field personnel Bill and Michelle Cayard serve at Thanksgiving Church in Chengdu, China,
where they share the message of Christ’s love with many who have never heard the good news.
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RESOURCE
KIT

10

Connecting in China
CBF field personnel Larry and Sarah Ballew demonstrate hospitality in many ways. They host
friends in their home, engage new friends in conversations, and enjoy fun games like ping pong,
the national sport of China.
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Allergy Alert

If your child is allergic to any of these items,
please inform your child’s leader.

RESOURCE
KIT

11
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CBF produces engaging missional formation curriculum for all ages. Form and Spark for
preschoolers and children are available through the CBF Store. Free E3 and Affect lessons for youth
and adults are offered online in addition to Affect resources at the back of each issue of fellowship!

Did you
know?
1680P003

