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How to Use This Curriculum
There are many ways for you and your church to use this curriculum to continue missional formation with your
children and preschoolers throughout the summer.

1

VBS Supplement
•
•
•
•
•

2

When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates
the approximate number
of minutes needed for an
activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared
before the session will be
marked accordingly.

Day Camp
•
•
•
•
•

3

Icon Key

Use this as your mission station in a Vacation Bible School
rotation for preschoolers and children.
Choose one leader to focus on this curriculum module and
learn about CBF field personnel and their ministries.
Adapt the time and omit elements as necessary.
Make the CBF field personnel and their ministries part of your
large group worship time.
Take up an offering for the Offering for Global Missions each
day during VBS worship.

Some activity
options are
specifically for
preschoolers (O=Older,
Y
=Younger).

There are five sessions, perfect for use as a mission component
of your church’s day camp.
Each camper group can rotate into the “Mission Track” each
day of your camp.
Use the mission stories during your camp worship as a
“Worship through Missions” moment.
Use the Mission Track time to do the activities and more
education.
Take up an offering for CBF Global Missions on the last day of
camp. Congratulate the children for being part of CBF’s lifechanging ministries.

Some activity
options are
specifically for
elementary-age children
(O=Older, Y=Younger).
Some activities
require the use of a
computer.

Summer Evening Church Program
•

•
•

The food icon
is shown with
activities that
incorporate food items.
Be aware of potential
food allergies or dietary
restrictions.

There are five sessions, making this a perfect missional
formation curriculum for your children and preschoolers in a
Wednesday or Sunday night church program.
Involve the adults in your church by recruiting people who
don’t normally help with this program.
Integrate this mission focus into your weekly worship service
by collecting an offering for the CBF Offering for Global
Missions or specifically for one of the ministries mentioned in
the curriculum.

RK indicates a Resource Kit
Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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How

to

4

Use

6

Parent’s Day Out in Summer
•

•

•
•
•
•

5

continued...

Provide an hour of experiential learning
about missions for five weeks in a one-day
Parent’s Day Out summer program.
Schedule a Mission Hour in your dayout schedule. Assign a traveling mission
storyteller to visit each classroom to tell
the story. Then do the activities.
Have a large group time before lunch
where the mission story is told.
Do the activities directly before the large
group time.
Incorporate the food activities into your
meal or snack time.
Send a letter and envelope home so
parents can give to a ministry highlighted
in this curriculum.

Other Options
If there is another situation in which
you would like to use this curriculum
supplement and you would like help
adapting it to fit your needs, contact the
Ministries department at the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship (770-220-1600) or join
the Facebook CBF Missions Teachers page.

Summer Sunday School
•
•

•

•

Make June, July, or August “Missions
Month” in your children’s ministry.
Make sure that Sunday School teachers
have a meeting beforehand to discuss the
difference in curriculum. The Bible story
component of this curriculum can utilize
as much time as fits your needs. Look for
the Bible connection to see how you can
make it work in a Sunday School setting.
Consider a rotation of Bible, Mission
Story, Prayer, Game, and Craft/Food for
each grade instead of one teacher leading
everything. This is a good way to “mix
things up” for the summer in Sunday
School.
Involve the whole church in Missions
Month. Collect an offering each week in
your Sunday School and in your church’s
worship service for the Offering for Global
Missions.
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Cultivating Beloved
Community through
Hospitality
by

SCRIPTURE
FOCUS
Genesis 18:1-8a

MEMORY
VERSE
Preschoolers: “Help one
another” (Galatians 5:13).

Children: “Offer hospitality
to one another without
grumbling” (1 Peter 4:9).

Janet Hill

In this unit, children will
discover how Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship field
personnel who serve
in the Middle East use
hospitality as a way of
establishing beloved
community. In the Middle
East, there are many
government restrictions
on Christians that vary
CBF field personnel in the Middle East offer
from country to country. In
hospitality as a way of creating beloved community
addition, it is often socially
in a region where being a Christian can be difficult
taboo to use traditional
and dangerous. By loving their neighbors, the field
methods of evangelism in
personnel show that God loves everyone—people
the Middle East. CBF field
of all religions and nationalities.
personnel Nell Green, who
serves with refugees from
the Middle East, said, “It’s
hard to explain to someone in a free, Western culture where you can just
say whatever you want, wherever you want, whenever you want.” And
yet our field personnel continue to plant churches, lead Bible studies,
disciple new believers, focus on education, and encourage leadership
development in local congregations, as well as facilitate a variety of vital
programs and ministries to children, women, and migrants.
The harsh physical environment of the Middle East creates the need for
hospitality in this region. Food and water are far apart and if hospitality
isn’t extended the stranger might die. This was especially true in biblical
days when the people were nomadic. The story found in Genesis 18
of Abraham welcoming three strangers into his tent is an example of
hospitality and the biblical background for this Summersalt unit.
The word used for hospitality in both the Koran and the Bible means
extending kindness to strangers. Westerners think of hospitality as
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something we offer to those we know, our friends, and our
family. This is an important distinction even today. When
Abraham welcomed the strangers, he brought them into the
shade for relief from the heat. He removed their sandals and
washed their feet. He offered them water and instructed Sarah
to make bread from a large quantity of flour. He offered them
beef served with yogurt and milk. All of these things were acts
of hospitality.
As the children learn about hospitality and ministry in the
Middle East, they will begin to see that they can also offer
hospitality to others as a way of sharing God’s love.
Janet Hill is a graduate of William Jewell College and studied
religion and theology at Midwestern Theological Seminary. She
has served as a CBF children’s minister for several congregations.

Other Sources of Information
1. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps for additional resources and
ideas.
2. Visit www.cbf.net/fieldpersonnel for additional information
about CBF’s work in the Middle East.
3. Visit https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook/wfbExt/region_mde.html for information about the
Middle East.
4. Visit https://sites.google.com/site/worldreligionsforkids/islam
to familiarize yourself with Islam.
5. Videos about the Middle East can be found here:
https://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/travel/
continents-and-regions/middle-east

Mission Project
Option 1. Field personnel throughout the
world are working to meet needs of refugees
from war torn countries within the Middle
East. Children will learn in Session 3 about
the difficult conditions for people living
in refugee camps. You may have a local
ministry with refugees in your area. If so,
contact them and find out what needs they
have. Many children who are refugees need
help learning the language and customs in
an English-speaking school. Arrange for the
children in your congregation to meet with
children from the refugee ministry for a
board game day. Sharing the rules and fun of
playing board games will help children who
are learning English as a second language.
Option 2. Those who live in refugee camps
struggle with the harsh realities of nature.
CBF field personnel from the Middle East
have shared that even in temperate climates
the weather gets cold enough at night that
the very young and the very old die from
exposure. Children will hear about these
conditions in Session 4. A current trend is
to make mats from used plastic shopping
bags. See TH: Making Plastic Bag Mats for
instructions for making the mats. Older
children can weave the mats and send them
to a ministry for use in the United States.
Another option would be to collect plastic
bags and send them to the ministry. See TH:
Ministry for Plastic Bag Mats..

teaching/learning aim:
Children will learn how field personnel are using beloved
community through hospitality to meet needs in the
Middle East and share God’s love for those who live there.
Children will learn that the culture of people in the Middle
East varies greatly, even within a country. Children will also
discover that God wants us in relationship with people who
differ from ourselves.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
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SESSION

1

SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Sharing Food and
God’s Love
Session Preparation

• Read Session Introduction and Genesis 18:1-7.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
• Gather RK 1: Yes, No, Maybe, RK 2: Map of Middle East and RK 8: Saz
and Drums.
• Locate TH: Yes, No, Maybe, TH: Middle Eastern Drums, TH: Taboo
Game, TH: Drums, Saz, and Flute, TH: Tea Recipe, TH: Middle
East Architecture, TH: Middle East Headwear, and TH: Middle East
Greetings.
• Prepare RK 11: Allergy Alert with foods used in the activities and
display where parents can see it.

Session Introduction for Leaders: CBF field personnel in the Middle
East must be protected, so specifics about the work, their family, and
especially their names are kept confidential. This session will introduce
the term Middle East to children and help them begin to conceptualize
that this term applies to a broad definition of people with varied culture
and traditions. They will begin to understand how the field personnel use
their everyday living to share the love of God with the people they meet. The concepts of beloved community
and hospitality will be introduced and children will hear how figurative field personnel “Rick” and “Susan” try
to live out these principles.

Opening Activity
Yes, No, Maybe!
Items needed: copy of RK 1: Yes,
No, Maybe for each child; TH: Yes,
No, Maybe; craft sticks; masking tape;
scissors

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 1: Yes, No, Maybe for each
child. If your group is young, cut
out the faces ahead of time. Locate
TH: Yes, No, Maybe.
2. Say: In this unit, we will learn
about an area of the world called

the “Middle East.” Discuss the
difference between continents,
countries, and regions.

no, or maybe by holding up the
appropriate face.

3. Say: CBF field personnel
work and live in many parts
of the Middle East. It is often a
dangerous place to live, especially
for Christians. When we use names
in this unit, they will be made-up
names but the stories will be about
things that really happened.

5. Read each statement found in
TH: Yes, No, Maybe. Take time to
explain and discuss the terms and
facts learned in the game.

4. Show the children how to attach
the faces to the craft sticks with the
masking tape. Explain that you will
read some sentences and they will
guess whether the answer is yes,

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
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Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Sharing Food and God’s Love
Rick and Susan were excited. Their friend Malik was coming
to supper tonight. Rick and Susan met Malik when they first
came to this country. He was already a believer in Christ. Not
very many people in the country are Christians, and when
they are, they often hide that fact. It is dangerous to be a
Christian here.

Items needed: RK 8: Saz and Drums;
TH: Middle Eastern Drums; TH: Drums,
Saz, and Flute; computer or other device

1. Before the session, gather RK
8: Saz and Drums and locate TH:
Middle Eastern Drums and TH:
Drums, Saz, and Flute.

Malik, Rick, and Susan and the others who worship together
in their church are often in danger. They never know when
someone will accuse them of breaking the very strict laws.
They know that they can be arrested or hurt for their beliefs.
The police always sit outside their church meetings.

2. Show the children RK 8, while
they listen to TH: Middle Eastern
Drums and TH: Drums, Saz, and
Flute. Encourage children to clap
and move with the music.

“Susan, do you remember how Malik helped us when we first
moved here?” asked Rick. “Oh yes, I do. He invited us to his
house. What a feast he laid out. The food was so delicious,
and like nothing I had ever tasted before. But the conversation
that night was even more interesting,” answered Susan.

3. Say: When Rick, Susan, and
Malik meet for worship, they
sing songs, just like we do in
our church. But they listen to the
beautiful music of the saz and
drums.

Just then there was a knock at the door. Rick rushed to greet
Malik. The men greeted each other with a warm hug. “Come
in, come in!” said Rick. Malik took off his shoes and left them
by the door. Susan came out of the kitchen and greeted her
friend, too.

4. Ask: What are some other
things we do in worship? Say:
Those are things they do in Middle
Eastern churches, too.
5. Say: In an Islamic Mosque,
worshipers don’t give an offering
because the government gives the
mosque money. So Middle Eastern
people are not used to sharing
their money with the church. It is
something they have to learn. In
Rick’s and Susan’s church, they
collect the offering in a bag. Of
course, they don’t speak English in
their church, either.

“Come, sit and have some tea,” said Susan. The table was
spread with all kinds of fruits, bread, and other delicious
things to eat. Susan poured generous cups of tea as the three
sat down at the table. “I have some exciting, but frightening
news to tell you,” said Malik. “I have an opportunity to make
some good money in the city just north of us. I will be moving
there next month.”
“That is exciting, my friend,” said Rick. “But isn’t that a very
dangerous place for Christians to live, even more dangerous
than here?”
“Yes, it is,” answered Malik. “But I feel I must take this
opportunity to help my family. God will be with me.” “We will
miss you, Malik. We will pray for your safe return,” said Susan.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
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Learning Activities
Play Word Taboo
Items needed: TH: Taboo Game or a
Taboo board game; (optional) computer
or other device

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Taboo Game or locate a Taboo
board game.
2. Explain the rules of Taboo and
play one round.
3. Ask: Do you think this game is
easy or hard?
4. Say: You have to concentrate
very hard to say the words that
communicate, without saying the
Taboo words.
5. Say: In the refugee camps, and
when the refugee children begin
attending school, they have to
learn a new language. Even the
alphabet is different.
6. Pray for the field personnel
who are helping refugees learn a
new language.

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.
2. Spread the blanket on the floor
and place the pillows around the
edges of the blanket. Place the tea
and tea cups in the middle of the
blanket.
3. Have children remove their
shoes and sit on the blanket or
recline on a pillow.

Items needed: TH: Tea Recipe; tea
cups; blanket and pillows; RK 11: Allergy
Alert

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Tea Recipe. Make Middle Eastern
tea, following the instructions.
Place the tea in a thermos or
reheat the tea just before class
begins. (For preschoolers, serve
the tea lukewarm.)

5. Say: We think about hospitality
as a time when we entertain
family and friends. In the Middle
East, hospitality is about helping
strangers. Hospitality is considered
a service to God.
6. Say: Our Bible story shows how
Abraham showed hospitality to
strangers.
7. Explain that the tea recipe is
from the Middle East. Pour the tea
into tea cups and enjoy!

Make a Mosque
Dome
Items needed: TH: Middle Eastern
Architecture; paper bowls; blue tempera
paint; geometric stickers or paper cut
in geometric shapes; glue sticks; blow
dryer

1. Show TH: Middle Eastern
Architecture.

3. Ask: What are some of the
features of a building that show it
is a church? What do you see in
these pictures that makes mosques
unique?

8
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Items needed: scarfs and hats; TH:
Middle East Headwear; TH: Middle East
Greetings

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Middle East Greetings and TH:
Middle East Headwear.
2. As children arrive, practice
formal greeting etiquette and
introductions.
3. Say: In the Middle East, there
are different customs about
greeting people. One of the
customs begins with the way
people dress.
4. Show TH: Middle East
Headwear. Say: Look at the
pictures of headwear common in
the Middle East. In the Middle
East, it is proper to cover your
head. Traditions and rules are
different for men and women and
from place to place.
5. Say: Muslims always cover
their heads to pray. Muslims pray
five times a day.

2. Say: We worship in buildings
called churches. Muslims worship
in buildings called mosques.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP

5. Turn the bowls upside down
and decorate the Mosque domes
with geometric shapes.

Say Hello in the
Middle East

4. Ask: Tell me about ways your
family shows hospitality.

7. If time permits, play another
game of Taboo.

Enjoy Tea in the
Middle East

4. Paint the outside of the bowls
with the blue paint. Dry with the
blow dryer.

|

6. Help children put on one of the
scarves or hats.
7. Share the greeting traditions
found in TH: Middle East
Greetings. Greet one another in
this fashion.

2018

Bible Connection

Closing Prayer
Activity

1. Ask: How was hospitality shown in our mission story?
2. Say: Hospitality is very important to people in the Middle East. The
word used in the Bible for hospitality means “showing kindness to
strangers.” In the United States, hospitality is usually shown to friends
and family.

1. Show RK 2: Map of Middle East.
2. Say: I am going to give you a
piece of play dough. While I play
some music, squeeze the dough
into the shape of one of these
countries and pray for the people
there. When I call your name, you
can place the dough on the map on
that country. If someone else has
placed their dough on the country
you chose, just place your dough
on top of theirs.

3. Say: One reason hospitality is important is because the weather
conditions are so severe and if people did not show hospitality to one
another it might endanger their lives.
4. Our Bible story shows how Abraham showed hospitality to strangers.
Listen for what he does in the story.
5. Share the Bible story found in Genesis 18:1-7. Have children list ways
Abraham and Sarah showed hospitality.
6. Say: One of the ways that we can show God’s love is by showing
hospitality, even to strangers.

3. Play the music. As you see
children finishing, call on them one
by one.

7. Explain how this relates to beloved community.

4. Pray aloud for the safety and
work of field personnel in these
countries.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“Help one another”
(Galatians 5:13).
“Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling”
(1 Peter 4:9).
Items needed: paper strips; markers;
Bible

1. Before the session, write the
memory verse on strips of paper,
writing one word on each paper
strip. For preschoolers and younger
children, draw a color dot on the
ends of the word strips so that the
children can match colors instead
of words.

4. Mix up the strips and let the
children put them back in order.
Read the verse again.
5. Discuss what the Bible verse
means. Ask: How can you show
hospitality this week without
grumbling?
6. Say: Another word for
grumbling is complaining. If I
have a treat, and I won’t share
with someone else, I am not being
hospitable. I might grumble or
complain if I am forced to share.
This verse reminds us to share with
others without complaining.

2. Have one child open the Bible
to the marked verse. For older
children, take turns reading it.
For younger children, practice
repeating the verse.
3. Place the paper strips on the
floor in order. Read the verse
together. Then take one word away
at a time and read the verse again.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
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SESSION

2

SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Love at the Stoplight
Session Preparation

• Read Session Introduction and refresh your memory of the Genesis
18:1-8a passage. Pray and ask God to help you understand the lessons
in this story.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
• Cut six-inch circles out of poster board, one per child. Divide each
circle into four quadrants with a marker.
• Gather RK 2: Map of Middle East, RK 3: Stained Glass, RK 4: Desert
Matching Game, and RK 5: Memory Verse Games. Prepare according
to instructions.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: Islam Video.
• Pray for the children and their families. Contact parents and share
what their children are learning.

Session Introduction for Leaders: Not unlike the United States, living
conditions in the Middle East vary from extremely wealthy to extremely
poor. It would be disingenuous to communicate that everyone and all
children in the Middle East are in need. However, many children, and
especially refugees, are lacking the basic life needs of clean water, food,
shelter, and safety. Many of these children are used by adults to beg but the adults do not care for the children as
they should. Field personnel in these regions do what they can to meet these needs. This session will introduce
the problem and ways that the field personnel try to offer God’s love and beloved community through those
attempts.

Opening Activity
Red Light, Green
Light!
Items needed: none

1. Choose one child to be “it.”
Line up the other children in a
horizontal line on the opposite side
of the room. Children can move
when “it” says, “green light,” but
must freeze when “it” says “red
light.”

2. Play a few rounds as time
permits then call children to the
group. Ask: Where do you see
stoplights and what happens at the
stoplight?
3. Ask: Have you ever seen
someone asking for money or food
at a stoplight?
4. Say: In countries where there
are many refugees or severe
poverty, even children will beg
for money at stoplights. They may
try to sell small items or ask for
money. Our story today tells how
the field personnel show God’s
love.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
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5. As I tell the story, listen for the
answer to these three questions:
a. What does Rick do before he
gets to the stoplight?
b. What does Rick give the
children?
c. What does Rick do after he
leaves the stoplight?

2018

Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Love at the Stoplight

Items needed: none

Rick woke up early on this hot Saturday. Outside his window,
he could already hear the cars racing down the road and
horns blaring to tell drivers to move out of the way. He could
hear voices calling out, “Ice cold water! Get ice cold water,
right here!” The city was wide awake and energetic.

1. Say: I will ask the three
questions I told you about before
the story. If you know the answer,
stand up but don’t say the answer
out loud.

Rick had an early appointment across town at the refugee
camp. Several of the non-government organizations were
meeting to see about getting lights in the camp so it would
be safer at night. Darkness was a real problem. The camps
didn’t have electricity. The darkness gave good cover to those
who wanted to do bad things. People were afraid. It was an
important meeting.

2. Ask the three questions from
the opening activity. After the
children stand up, call on one of
them to answer the questions.
3. After you ask the last question,
pray for refugees around the world.
Ask God to help meet their needs
of clean water, food, clothing,
shelter, and safety.

He hurried to dress and shave. As he rushed out the door, he
remembered to grab a bag of treats and water bottles. Rick
didn’t worry that he would be hungry, but at every stoplight
and intersection, he knew children would approach his car
and beg for money. Rick had learned that if he gave the
children money, the adults who were in charge of the children
would take it for themselves. So Rick carried small healthy
snacks and water so that he could provide a small amount of
food to the children who approached him.

4. Say: Rick thought about the
children he might see before he left
his home. He was prepared to give
them something they needed—
food and water.
5. Ask: What could your family
do to be prepared to help those
who beg at our stoplights?
6. Say: We should help when
we can, but we also must protect
ourselves from danger. Children
should never try to help a beggar
without an adult with them. But
we can always pray when we see
these people.

Today, as Rick stopped at the stoplight, two small boys ran up
to his car. They were selling tissues in small packages. Rick
said, “No, I don’t want any tissues today. But here is a bag
with some popcorn and water. You can share it.”
As Rick drove away, he watched sadly as the two boys fought
over the bag of popcorn and water. They were so hungry that
sharing was almost impossible. One boy ripped open the bag
with his teeth to get to the popcorn inside and began hungrily
eating.

7. Say: Rick carries food
and water in his car because
the beggars are a part of his
community and he wants to show
them God’s love. This is called
“beloved community.” Field
personnel try to live in beloved
community.

“There is so much poverty here,” thought Rick. He whispered
a prayer, asking God to help him know how to help the people
here. The wars had made everything hard. Rick knew that he
had to show God’s love, even if it was just a bag of popcorn
and water.
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Learning Activities
Understand the
Pillars of Islam
Items needed: paper; markers; TH:
Islam Video; computer or other device

1. Say: There are many religions
in the Middle East. Three of the
world’s religions began in the
Middle East: Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam. People who follow the
Islamic beliefs are called Muslims.
2. Say: These religions all have
things in common and have things
that are different from one another.
Today, we are going to learn about
what Muslims believe. There are
five pillars of Islam. Listen to this
video for those five pillars.
3. Show TH: Islam Video. As the
pillars are revealed, write them
down in a location where children
can refer back to them.
4. When the video is over, discuss
the pillars and how they are like
Christianity and how they are
different.
5. Children will make a left and
right handprint on paper with a
marker. Above one hand, they
will write the pillars of Islam,
one above each finger. Above the
other hand, they will write words
that describe similar parts of
Christianity above the fingers of
the other hand. For instance, they
might be:
a. Islam: Believe
Christianity: Believe
b. Islam: Prayer
Christianity: Prayer
c. Islam: Fasting
Christianity: Fasting

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.
d. Islam: Charity
Christianity: Loving Others

6. Use a white marker or paint
pen to write “Islam” on the
Islamic window, and “Christian”
on the window with the cross.

e. Islam: Pilgrimage
Christianity: Mission
6. Say: While there are similarities
in these two religions, there are
also differences. Discuss how each
of the five pillars are different in
each religion.

Create Stained Glass
Art

7. Say: Hang these stained glass
windows at home where the sun
will shine through them. When
you see them, remember to pray
for the field personnel who live
and minister in the Middle East.

Play a Desert
Matching Game

Items needed: RK 3: Stained Glass;
black construction paper; scissors; tape;
pencils; cellophane paper in multiple
colors; white marker or paint pen

Items needed: RK 2: Map of Middle
East; RK 4: Desert Matching Game

1. Before the session, cut apart the
cards on RK 4. Place the cards face
up on the table.

1. Before the session, cut the
cellophane paper into four-inch
squares.
2. Say: There are many beautiful
artworks in the Middle East that
use geometric shapes. In Christian
art, we make stained glass
windows with geometric shapes.
Today we will make two windows,
one representing Christianity, and
one representing Islam.
3. Say: There are people of all
religions in the Middle East. Most
of the people in the Middle East
are Muslims. That is what you call
people who practice the religion of
Islam.

2. Show RK 2: Map of Middle
East. Show the children how much
of the Middle East is covered by
desert. Discuss the characteristics
of a desert.
3. Say: Each of the items on these
cards can be found in a Middle
Eastern desert.
4. Discuss each of the items on
the cards. Place the cards face
down and play a game of memory.
5. Pray for the people who live in
the Middle East.

4. Use RK 3: Stained Glass as a
template for older children to cut
out the window shapes on black
construction paper. For younger
children, distribute the pre-cut
construction paper shapes.
5. Children will tape pieces of
cellophane paper on the back of
the openings on the black paper.
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Bible Connection

Closing Prayer
Experience

1. Distribute Bibles to readers. Help them find Genesis 18:1-8a in the
Bibles.

1. Give children the circles of
poster board you prepared ahead of
time. Instruct the children to color
in each of the four areas of the
circle.

2. Say: The Bible has two sections: an Old Testament and a New
Testament. The New Testament is about Jesus and what happened after
his birth. The Old Testament is about the time before Jesus was born.
Genesis is the first book in the Bible.
3. Show children the difference in chapter numbering and verse
numbering.
4. Have readers take turns reading the story.
5. Ask: What did Abraham do when he saw the visitors coming toward
him?
6. Say: Abraham and Sarah were probably living in an area of the desert
close to water. Ask: Do you think Abraham knew the visitors or were they
strangers?
7. Ask: What did Abraham do?
8. Distribute paper and markers or crayons. Have children draw a picture
of themselves showing hospitality to someone.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“Help one another”
(Galatians 5:13).
“Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling”
(1 Peter 4:9).
Items needed: copy of RK 5: Memory
Verse Games for each child; pencils;
markers or crayons; Bibles

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 5: Memory Verse Games for
each child.

contents and explain how it works.
Help children find the book in the
Bible for their memory verse.

2. Say: Each area should be
something different you want to
talk to God about. One area could
be colored red and it will represent
things you thank God for. Another
area could be orange and it will
represent things you are worried
about.
3. After the sections are colored,
have children put small stickers
in each area as they pray for
something that fits their categories.
4. Pray: God, please help the field
personnel find peace when they
worry. Help them know what you
want them to do. Thank you for
providing for their needs. Amen.

5. Give older children the word
scramble found in RK 5, and give
younger children the picture match
found in RK 5. Instruct children
on how to complete the activity,
according to the instructions found
on RK 5.

2. Remind children about the Old
and New Testament divisions in the
Bible. Say: Our memory verse is
found in the New Testament. Help
children find the divisions in the
Bibles.
3. Read the memory verse aloud
together.
4. Say: All books have a table
of contents. Show the table of
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SESSION

3

SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Trusting God to
Provide
Session Preparation

• Read Session Introduction and refresh your memory of the Genesis
18:1-8a passage.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
• Locate TH: ID Cards, TH: Abraham’s Story, TH: New Testament
Books, and TH: Mini-Book Folding Instructions.
• Contact families and ask them to help prepare their children for this
session by sharing about how their family came to America.
• Gather biblical costumes and make arrangements for someone to film
the children when they make their own video of the Bible story.
• Gather RK 6: Lord’s Prayer Mini-Book.
• Prepare RK 11: Allergy Alert with foods used in the activities and
display where parents can see it.

Session Introduction for Leaders: The lack of freedom of religion and
speech are difficult concepts for even adult westerners to understand.
The mission story in this session deals with a true story of a teacher
who almost lost her job because she became a Christian and made the
difficult decision to put that on her government-issued identification. It is
required by law that she do so. In this situation, her students and their parents supported her and she was able
to keep the job. Today’s activities are designed to help children better understand the culture of the Middle East,
including the more strict laws and regulations.

Opening Activity
ID Cards around the
World
Items needed: government ID cards; TH:
ID Cards

1. Before the session, gather
several kinds of government ID
cards (driver’s licenses, work IDs,
student IDs). Locate TH: ID Cards

for pictures of government ID cards
from other countries.
2. Show a driver’s license. Ask:
Do you know what this is? Discuss
what is included on the driver’s
license, who issues a driver’s
license, and the laws about getting
and using a driver’s license. Discuss
ways other than driving that a
license is used.
3. Compare the various IDs you
brought to class and discuss the
differences in them, their purpose,
and who issued them.
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different kinds of ID cards that are
used for all kinds of purposes. In
the United States, we have a law
that says that our government can’t
tell us what religion to choose. That
is not true in all countries.
5. Say: As I tell today’s story, listen
for the government laws about ID
cards in the country where Susan
and Rick live.

2018

Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Trusting God to Provide

Items needed: markers; paper

Susan heard a knock at the door. As she opened it, she greeted
her good friend, Sarah. Sarah was a teacher. Sarah grew up as
a Muslim but recently became a Christian. Her friendship with
Malik, Rick, and Susan gave her the opportunity to hear about
Jesus and God’s love.

1. Divide the children into three
groups. Give one group several
colored markers. Give the second
group only three colors of markers.
Give the last group only one color
of marker.

“Come in, Sarah. Come to the kitchen while I make us some
tea,” said Susan. Sarah stepped in the house, lowered her
scarf, and removed her shoes. “I would love to join you for
tea, but you don’t have to go to all that work. I wanted to
share a decision I have made,” answered Sarah.

2. Say: Group one, you can draw
anything you’d like. You can work
any place in the room. Group two,
you can draw what you want but
you have to stay at the table and
only use the markers you were
given. Group three, you can draw
only houses. You can’t leave your
seat, and you can only use the
marker you were given.

“Susan, you know that we are required to always carry an
ID card in this country and that the ID card must state our
religion,” said Sarah. “Yes,” answered Susan. “Well, I have
decided that on Tuesday, I will go to the government building
and get a new ID card with Christian as my religion,” said
Sarah as Susan put out a plate of fruit. “Sarah, that is so
dangerous,” said Susan. “Are you sure? You could lose your
job or even be arrested!” “I was reading in my new Bible last
night, Susan. The book of Proverbs said, ‘Trust in the Lord
with all your heart.’ After praying, I am sure that this is what I
should do.”

3. After the children have worked
for a few minutes, pause the
activity. Say: Group two, if you
will wear the sticker I give you on
your left hand, then you can move
any place in the room and borrow
markers from group one. But if you
lose your sticker, or do anything
I don’t like, you will have to stop
drawing and go to time-out.

Sarah and Susan talked more and prayed for Sarah’s safety
and for courage. On Tuesday, Sarah got her new ID card.
When she arrived at school on Wednesday, she was told that
there had been a complaint against her. Sarah feared this
complaint was being used to force her out of teaching because
of the change on her ID card. She couldn’t teach until the
complaint had been settled.

4. As the children work, send a
child or two from group two to
time out for arbitrary reasons.
5. Discuss how this activity is
like freedom of religion around
the world. Ask: How did you feel
about the rules?

All of Sarah’s students were interviewed. Susan wasn’t sure
what would happen. She prayed hard for her friend. On the
next Monday, Susan answered another knock on the door.
Once again, it was Sarah. “Susan, Susan,” said Sarah excitedly.
“You won’t believe what has happened!” “What?” asked Susan
fearfully. “They have reinstated me as a teacher. Not one of
my students had a complaint,” shared Sarah excitedly. The
women laughed and hugged and prayed. What a wonderful
answer to prayer.
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Learning Activities
Discover Diversity
Items needed: six-inch square of lightcolored paper per child in several colors;
markers; crayons; hole punch; brightlycolored yarn

1. Before the session, contact the
children’s families. Explain that
they will be sharing about how
their family came to be a part of
America. Ask them to discuss with
their child their cultural history.
Suggest they share their own
family’s journey to this country.
Why did their ancestors come
here? Why did they stay?
2. Ask each child to share about
their family’s journey to America.
3. Distribute the squares. Say:
We are going to create a quilt.
Instruct the children to decorate
their squares with pictures that
represent their family’s journey to
America. For instance, they might
draw pictures of foods that are
part of their heritage or words that
remind them of the geography of
their home country, etc.
4. Say: Sometimes people come
to a new country because they
think life will be better in the new
country. Refugees leave their home
country because it isn’t safe for
them to stay at home.
5. Say: There are many people
who are leaving the Middle East
as refugees. They are going to
other countries all over the world,
even the United States. CBF field
personnel in many countries
are doing what they can to help
Middle Eastern refugees.

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.

6. When the quilt squares are
completed, punch holes in the
four corners of the squares and tie
them together with yarn.
7. Pray: God, thank you for the
freedom we have in our country,
especially the freedom of religion.
Help us to be kind to those who
come to our town from other
countries.

Play Blind Man’s
Bluff
Items needed: blindfold or bandana

1. Say: Children from all over the
world play a game that we call
Blind Man’s Bluff. In Turkey, they
call this game “Blind Goat.” In
Germany, they call it “Blind Cow.”
2. Say: Children in refugee camps
sometimes play this game because
it doesn’t require any special toys.
3. Choose one child to be the
blind man by wearing a blindfold.
The blind man spins in place five
times while the rest of the players
find a spot in the room to hide.
When the blind man yells, “Stop!”
the other players must freeze. The
blind man tries to find the other
players, while they try to confuse
him or her with their voices. The
other children can’t move from
their frozen spots.

Enjoy Coconut Date
Cookies

cookie sheet; spoons; wooden spoon;
measuring cups and spoons; one whole
date for each child; RK 11: Allergy Alert

Recipe Ingredients:
(Makes 18-24 servings)
1 cup chopped dates, about 5 to 6
ounces, or more if desired
1 cup granulated sugar
1 tablespoon butter
2 eggs, well beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 cups crispy rice cereal
1 cup flaked coconut
1. Combine the dates, sugar, and
eggs in the electric skillet over low
heat. Stir constantly, for about five
to seven minutes, until the mixture
is bubbly. Turn off the skillet and
add butter and vanilla. Transfer the
mixture to a bowl. Add the rice
cereal. Stir to blend thoroughly.
When the mixture is cool enough
to handle but still warm, roll the
mixture into small balls and roll
the balls in the coconut.
2. Show the children the whole
dates and tell the children that
this fruit is grown and eaten in the
Middle East. Let them eat a date.
3. Have children take turns
adding the rice cereal and stirring
the mixture in the bowl. (Only
teachers should work with the
electric skillet.) Let everyone roll
the date balls and roll them in the
coconut.
4. Say: This is a kind of cookie
that might be served in a Middle
Eastern home when they were
showing hospitality to strangers.

Items needed: recipe ingredients;
electric skillet; large bowl; waxed paper;
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Bible Connection

Closing Prayer
Experience

Items needed: TH: Abraham’s Story; computer or other device; biblical
costumes; video device

1. Ask: Who is our Bible story about in this unit? Who came to see
Abraham and Sarah? What are some of the things that Abraham and
Sarah did to show hospitality?

Items needed: copy of RK 6: Lord’s
Prayer Mini-Book for each child; TH:
Mini-Book Folding Instructions; crayons;
scissors

2. Prepare to show TH: Abraham’s Story. Say: Let’s watch a video about
this story. It’s a cartoon, but this Bible story is a true story that really
happened.

1. Before the session, prepare
RK 6: Lord’s Prayer Mini-Book.
Locate TH: Mini-Book Folding
Instructions. Practice folding the
booklet before the session.

3. Watch TH: Abraham’s Story. Ask several questions about the story.
4. Say: We are going to make our own video about Abraham and Sarah.
We will read the story from the Bible and some of us will act out the
story.

2. Open your Bible to Matthew 6:
9-13. Read the Lord’s Prayer to the
children.

5. Choose actors and readers for your video. Let them choose costumes
from those you have provided.

3. Give children their copy of
RK 6. Read and pray the prayer
together.

6. Practice acting out the story while the readers read the story. Film the
scene with a cell phone or video camera.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“Help one another”
(Galatians 5:13).
“Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling”
(1 Peter 4:9).
Items needed: Bibles; TH: New
Testament Books; computer or other
device

1. Say: The Bible is divided into
two sections—the Old Testament
and the New Testament. The Old
Testament is about what happened
before Jesus was born. The New
Testament is about Jesus’ life and
what happened after he went to
heaven.
2. Have readers open the Bible to
the table of contents for the New
Testament.

children to sing along with the
video.
4. Say: Our memory verse is in the
New Testament. Our Bible story is
from the Old Testament.
5. Help children find the memory
verse in the Bible and read the
verse aloud together.
6. Ask: Who thinks they can say
the memory verse without reading
it? Take turns repeating the verse by
memory.
7. For preschoolers, place a
bookmark in a Bible at Galatians
5:13. Let the children take turns
opening the Bible to the bookmark
and saying, “Help one another.”

4. Give the children crayons. Say:
As you color the Lord’s Prayer
booklet, pray in your mind a
prayer for the field personnel in the
Middle East. For instance, when
you color the phrase, “Give us
this day our daily bread,” ask God
to meet the needs that the field
personnel have today.
5. Have them color before cutting
out the perimeter of the book.
Show children how to cut around
the booklet on the dotted line.
Demonstrate step-by-step how
to fold and cut the Lord’s Prayer
booklet.
6. When everyone is finished,
pray for the field personnel in the
Middle East, using the outline of
the Lord’s Prayer as your guide.

3. While the children follow along
in their table of contents, show TH:
New Testament Books. Encourage
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SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Living in a Refugee
Camp
Session Preparation

• Read Session Introduction. Pray for refugees around the world.
• Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
Gather supplies.
• Locate TH: Kuwaiti Folk Song, TH: Song Translation, and TH: Number
Pronunciation.
• Locate TH: Islamic Mosaic and make a sample mosaic.
• Gather and display RK 9: Life in the Camps and RK 10: Children in the
Camps.
• Gather RK 2: Map of Middle East and RK 7: Turkish and Arabic
Numbers.

Session Introduction for Leaders: In this session, children will learn
more about the hardships of living in a refugee camp. The mission
story will help children understand what field personnel do to help the
refugees. Children will also learn that Middle Easterners live all over
the world in refugee camps, not just in the Middle East. This opens up
opportunities to make friends with Middle Easterners in western countries
and share God’s love with them. Sometimes the refugees return home and are able to share in their home
country what they have learned about God’s love. Some of the activities will help children experience what it is
like to learn a new language.

Opening Activity
Enjoy Music from the
Middle East
Items needed: RK 2: Map of the Middle
East; TH: Kuwaiti Folk Song; TH: Song
Translation; computer or other device

1. Help children locate the country
of Kuwait on RK 2. Say: Remember
there are lots of countries in the
Middle East and even within one

country there will be different
customs, languages, and even laws.
2. Ask: Do you know any songs
about America?

7. Say: Music and dance are
enjoyed all over the Middle East. In
our story today, we will hear about
some children from the Middle East
who have many problems. They
live in a refugee camp. Even though
their lives are hard, they probably
like to sing and dance, too.

3. Say: This video is a group
of children singing about their
country, Kuwait. They sing about
things that are fun, or even funny,
in their country. Let’s listen.
4. Show TH: Kuwaiti Folk Song.
5. Ask: What do you think they
were singing about? Watch the
video again, pausing when the
scenery changes and try to figure
out what they are singing about.
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Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Living in the Refugee Camp

Items needed: RK 2: Map of Middle
East; RK 7: Turkish and Arabic Numbers;
RK 9: Life in the Camps; RK 10: Children
in the Camps

When Rick came home from the meeting at the refugee camp,
he told Susan, “The lights are only one problem the refugees
have to face. The cold temperatures are another. The babies
are sick because they are so cold. There are no blankets, no
beds, and no heaters. The families have nothing to keep
them warm.” This made Susan very sad. Susan said, “Let’s
pray for these people right now, Rick.” Susan and Rick held
hands across the table and prayed, with tears in their eyes, for
wisdom about how to help the refugees improve their lives.

1. Show RK 10: Children in the
Camps.
2. Ask: When we listened to the
song from Kuwait, was it easy
or hard to understand what the
children were singing about? What
helped you figure out what they
were singing about?

The next day, Susan met with friends in her Bible study group
at church. The class wanted to help the refugees. They began
collecting blankets, foam mattresses, and cradles. Susan’s
friend, Asuman, told Susan about a family she knew in the
refugee camp. “The mother and father have five children and
they live in a small four-room house with another family that
has five people,” explained Asuman. “The families only speak
Arabic but they are sending their sons to the Turkish school.”

3. The children in our story were
not living in their home country.
They were refugees who had come
to the country of Turkey to escape
war. Help children locate Turkey
on RK 2: Map of Middle East.
4. Ask: In today’s story, what
problem did the children have
when they started school in
Turkey? Do any of you know how
to speak a different language?

Susan and Asuman talked about how hard it was to go to
school where you didn’t know the language or the traditions
of the people. They made a plan to organize Turkish lessons
for the children to help them succeed in school. “Asuman,”
said Susan. “The children have so much to learn about
language before they can understand and learn at school. In
Arabic, people read right to left. Here, people read left to right.
Not only are the words new to the children, but the alphabet
is new too.” “Yes, Susan,” replied Asuman. “There is much we
will have to teach them.” The children started coming to the
building where Susan and Asuman go to church. Some of the
others from the Bible study group help feed the children and
teach them to speak Turkish.

5. Say: When you learn to speak
a new language, you learn how
to count. Show RK 7: Turkish and
Arabic Numbers and explain that
it shows how to count to ten in
Arabic and in Turkish.
6. Say: Notice that in Arabic the
numbers are printed right to left,
because they read right to left. In
Turkey, they read left to right. Help
children attempt to count in the
two languages.

Susan went to visit these friends at the refugee camp one day.
There she discovered that only the boys were sent to school.
When she asked why, the mother said, “It costs too much
to send our daughter on the bus. The school is free but the
bus costs $0.30 each way.” Susan and Rick prayed about this
problem, too. They wrote to people in the United States and
soon they had raised bus money for this family to send their
daughter to school. The mother clapped her hands and cried
with joy!
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Learning Activities
Play Counting Games
around the World
Items needed: RK 7: Turkish and Arabic
Numbers; RK 2: Map of Middle East; TH:
Number Pronunciation; objects to stand
on

1. Arrange the objects around the
room where children can move
from one to another.
2. Show RK 7: Turkish and
Arabic Numbers. Use TH:
Number Pronunciation to practice
pronouncing the numbers in
Turkish and Arabic. Ask: What are
some games where you count to
ten?
3. Say: Hide and seek and tag are
games played all over the world.
4. Find the countries of Pakistan
and Turkey on RK 2. Say: In
Pakistan, the hide and seek game
is called chuppa chuppi. In Turkey,
they play a tag game called yer
den yüksek. That is the game we
will play today.
5. Say: In this game, you have to
keep your feet off the ground by
standing on something. You can’t
stay on one object for more than
ten seconds. While you are on the
ground, “it” can tag you.
6. Say: “It” will count to ten in
either Turkish or Arabic while you
get to your first safe spot. Choose
“it” and begin to play the game.
7. For preschoolers, have the
children move from object to
object as you count to ten in
Turkish or Arabic. If time allows,
choose a preschooler lead the
game by counting to ten in
English.

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.

Draw an Islamic
Mosaic

Learn about Sand
Items needed: play sand; large plastic
box; small box lids; various small sand
toys such as rakes, shovels, forks,
spoons, funnels, cups; small pebbles;
clear container; drinking straws; RK 2:
Map of Middle East

Items needed: TH: Islamic Mosaic;
pencils; erasers; paper; rulers; crayons;
circle template; permanent marker

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Islamic Mosaic for pictures of
mosaics and instructions. Practice
making a mosaic.
2. Say: Mosques are often
decorated with mosaics. The dome
of a mosque is designed to direct
the worshiper to look up and think
about Allah. Steeples on Christian
churches were first designed for
the same reason. In Islamic art,
the crescent moon and the star
represent the divine. In Christian
art, the cross and the halo often
represent divinity.
3. Demonstrate how to make a
mosaic tile.
4. Say: Christianity and Islam
have some things in common,
and they have some differences.
It helps us love others when we
accept the differences and look for
similarities.
5. Encourage children to pray for
the field personnel working in
the Middle East and their Muslim
friends as they color their mosaic
tile.

1. Show RK 2: Map of Middle
East and point out the Sahara
Desert. Say: The desert covers
much of the Middle East. Living in
the hard conditions of the desert
has affected how people live.
Hospitality is an important part of
their culture. People need to help
one another so they can survive in
a place that has very little water
and is often very hot.
2. Allow the children to
experiment with different ways the
sand moves.
3. Put a small amount of sand
in the small box lids and give
children a straw. Have them blow
gently and move the sand toward a
corner. Explain how this is similar
to the way sand dunes are created.
4. Drag rakes or forks through the
sand, making patterns. Encourage
children to pray for the field
personnel as they quietly move the
sand around.

6. Suggest they hang the mosaic
some place that will remind them
to pray for the field personnel.
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Bible Connection

Closing Prayer
Experience

1. Ask: Where were Abraham and Sarah when the visitors came in our
Bible story? (the desert)
2. Ask: What are some of the things Abraham and Sarah did to show
hospitality because the visitors had been walking through the hot desert?
(offered a cool seat in the shade, washed their feet, offered them water)
3. Say: In Bible times and today, people who live in and around the
desert show hospitality partly because they need to help each other
survive in conditions that are very harsh. It is very hot in the day, very
cold in the night, and water and food are hard to find.

2. Say: We are going to pray for
these people. When I touch your
shoulder, pray for that person
by saying, “Thank you, God, for
_________. Help me find one way
we are alike.”

4. Say: Showing hospitality is a way of creating beloved community in
Bible times and today. Talk with the children about ways they can show
beloved community in their lives.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“Help one another”
(Galatians 5:13).
“Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling”
(1 Peter 4:9).
Items needed: beanbag or small ball

1. Open your Bible and read the
memory verse. Say: We are going
to play a game with the memory
verse today. When I toss the
beanbag to you, you will say one
word from the memory verse in
order. Toss it back to me, and I will
toss it to someone else and they
will say the next word.

1. Say: Think of someone that you
see often but don’t know very well.
Pause and let the children think.
Ask: Will someone tell me about
the person they thought about?

3. Pause the game and ask: Do you
think you can say the verse from
memory? Play the game again and
then pause and ask for another
person to say the verse from
memory.

3. After praying in this manner,
say: One way we pray is by
listening to God. We can’t hear God
speak out loud. We have to pay
attention to feelings that we have.
I am going to pray that God will
help you find a way to make a new
friend with the person you named.
Pray for each child by name.

4. Say: This time, I will toss the
beanbag to you and you will
say one way you plan to show
hospitality or help someone else.

2. Play the game, gradually getting
faster as you toss the beanbag to
the children. Encourage them to be
faster tossing it back to you.
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SESSION COMPONENTS
Choose from the following
according to your time
frame.
• Opening Activity as
Children Gather
(5 min.)
• Mission Story &
Discussion (10 min.)
• Learning Activities
(20-35 min.)
• Bible Connection (5 min.)
• Clean-up and Closing
Activity (5 min.)

Finding Home in a
Strange Land
Session Preparation
•
•
•
•
•

Read Session Introduction. Pray for the refugees around the world.
Read the mission story and decide which activities you want to offer.
Clip pictures and news stories about Middle Eastern refugees.
Invite a Middle Eastern immigrant to speak to your class.
Gather and display RK 2: Map of Middle East, RK 9: Life in the
Camps, and RK 10: Children in the Camps.
• Locate TH: U.S. Flag, TH: Iranian Flag, TH: Who Wears a Veil and TH:
Help One Another.
• Locate a copy of the book, I Is for Iran, by Shirin Adl.

Session Introduction for Leaders: Children will learn about some of the
difficulties faced by Christians in the Middle East and about the loneliness
and fear refugees face every day. It is overwhelming for field personnel
who work with refugees because their many needs are so pressing.
Lead children to pray for strength and discernment as field personnel do
what they can to meet needs. Investigate if you have refugees in your
community, especially from the Middle East. As an added experience,
arrange for a person who has immigrated from the Middle East to visit your class and share about how they
came to your area of the country.

Opening Activity
Pray for Refugees
Items needed: news stories and pictures
of Middle Eastern refugees; poster board;
markers; scissors; glue

1. Display the news stories
and pictures you gathered. Ask
children to read the stories silently
and to look at the pictures. For
preschoolers, choose a few facts

from the stories to share. Talk about
the pictures as they look at them.
2. Ask: What are some of the
things you noticed in the stories
and pictures?
3. Ask: Did you think about any of
the stories you have heard or things
you have learned about refugees in
this session?
4. Ask: How did it make you feel?
Say: Those feelings are one way
that God speaks to us in prayer.

the stories and pictures that help
demonstrate what they felt as they
read the stories and looked at the
pictures.
6. Optional Activity: If you invited
a Middle Eastern immigrant to
your class, have them share with
the children about that experience.
Allow time for children to ask
questions.

5. Have the children make a
collage by gluing words from
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Mission Story
Discussion

M I S S I O N STO RY

Finding Home in a
Strange Land

Items needed: RK 2: Map of Middle
East; RK 10: Children in the Camps

1. Show RK 10: Children in the
Camps. Say: These are pictures of
people who actually live or did live
in the refugee camps where the
field personnel work.

Rick and Susan were happy to be at church today. It was good
to see their friends and worship God together. Susan saw her
new friends Yakira and Esther. She greeted them with a kiss
on each cheek and said, “günaydın,” which means, “good
morning.”

2. Say: We live in a place where
we can go to church wherever
and whenever we want. Not every
place in the world is like that.
Rabbie’s, Yakira’s, and Esther’s
home is a land where it is illegal
to be a Christian. It is hard for us
to understand how difficult that
would be.

Esther looked especially sad. “Is there something wrong,
Esther?” asked Susan. Esther and Yakira had recently moved
from Iran. They had to leave their mother, father, and brother
because the next door neighbor was threatening to tell the
police they were Christians. It was so sad to be treated this
way by a family they thought were their friends. Esther
told Susan, “This has been such an awful week, Susan. We
received a letter from our mother. Our brother, Rabbie, was
arrested and put in jail. The neighbor reported him to the
police because he is a Christian.” “Oh, Esther, I’m so sad for
you and your family. I wish we could help,” said Susan as she
hugged her friend.

3. Ask: If you had to live apart
from your family, how would it
make you feel?
4. Say: It is very hard to move to
a country where you don’t know
anyone, can’t speak the language,
and don’t know the customs.
Refugees have often left family
behind. Loneliness and sadness are
problems for refugees.

“This isn’t the end of my sad story, Susan. On Friday, Yakira
and I spent three hours at the police station. They have lost
our papers that allow us to stay here. So every week we have
to report in to them. I was so scared that they were going to
arrest us, too.”

5. Ask: If you were serving as
field personnel, what would you
do to help refugees not feel so sad
and lonely?

Susan said, “I’m sure you are very frightened, Yakira and
Esther. When I feel frightened like that, I say a verse from the
Bible that helps calm my fears. It is ‘The Lord is my Shepherd,
whom shall I fear?’” “I have been praying that Bible verse over
and over,” said Yakira. “Let’s pray now for Rabbie and for the
two of you,” said Rick. The friends held hands and prayed.

6. Say: Helping people feel loved
creates beloved community. It
helps people find a home, even
when they are living in a strange
land.

“We miss our family so very much. When we have sad times
like this, I want to feel my mother’s arms around me and hear
her sweet voice tell me it will be all right. Praying with you
two and being surrounded by Christian friends helps me feel
loved when I feel so lonely. Thank you,” said Esther.
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Learning Activities
Read about Iran
Items needed: I is for Iran by Shirin Adl;
RK 2: Map of Middle East

1. Say: In today’s mission story,
the refugees were from the country
of Iran. Using RK 2, find Iran and
examine what countries surround
it, what bodies of water are near
it, and other features about Iran.
2. Ask: What are some things you
like about living in America? Say:
This book is about things Iranians
like about their country.
3. Read the book together. Ask:
What did you see in this book that
you like about Iran?
4. Pray for Iranian refugees and
field personnel who work with
them.

Learn about Iran
through Its Flag
Items needed: red, white, and green
paper; pencils; glue; scissors; TH: U.S.
Flag; copy of TH: Iranian Flag for each
child

1. Before the session, locate
TH: U.S. Flag to read about the
meaning of the colors of the U.S.
Flag. Make a copy of TH: Iranian
Flag for each child.
2. Say: The colors and symbols
on all flags have meanings. Ask:
What do the colors on the U.S. flag
mean?
3. Say: Iran is a country that
has been around for thousands
of years but this Iranian flag was
adopted in 1980 after a revolution

Choose from the following activities according to your time frame
and the ages of the children in your group.
in the country. The red on the flag
stands for those who have died for
their country. The green stands for
growth, happiness, unity, nature,
vitality, and the Persian language.
The white on the flag stands for
freedom.
4. Say: The symbol in the middle
of the flag is shaped like a tulip
and reminds Iranians of those who
died for their country. It is made
up of Iranian letters that stand for
Allah and the phrase, “There is no
god except Allah.”
5. Demonstrate how to trace
the symbols on the red, white,
and green paper. Have them cut
out the red and green bands and
glue them onto the white paper,
creating a flag.
6. Say: Iran has a type of
government called a theocratic
Islamic republic. A theocracy is a
form of government where all of
the laws are based upon religious
beliefs. In Iran, that religion is
Islam. This is why it is illegal to be
a Christian in Iran and why Esther
and Yakira became refugees.

2. Say: People in the Middle East
often wear scarves. Some people
wear the scarves because of their
religious beliefs. Some people
wear scarves because they like
them. Some people wear scarves
because it is the law. Some people
wear scarves because it protects
them from the sand and heat in
the desert.
3. Let the children play with the
scarves, hats, and veils. Have them
look at themselves in different
head coverings in the mirror.
Experiment with different ways to
wear them.
4. Say: Sometimes we think we
know who a person is by what
they wear or how they look. God
wants us to learn about what
a person thinks, believes, and
does instead of deciding if we
like someone by how they look.
When we do this, we are creating
beloved community.

7. Pray for Christians around the
world who are in danger because
of their beliefs.

Wear Scarves and
Veils
Items needed: scarves; veils; hats; TH:
Who Wears a Veil; mirror

1. Before the session, locate and
read TH: Who Wears a Veil. Be
prepared to share some of the
information with the children.
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Bible Connection

Closing Prayer
Experience

Items needed: one sheet of paper per child; pencil; crayons; Bibles

1. Help children find the Bible story in Genesis 18:1-8a. Review with them
what happens in the story and in what order.
2. Choose six things that happened in the story and list them someplace
where the children can refer to them during the activity.
3. Have children fold a piece of paper in half lengthwise. Then fold the
half strip into thirds vertically. Children will then open the paper flat.
4. Say: In each square of the paper draw one thing that happens in the
story. You can add words like a comic strip if you want. When you are
done, you will be able to tell the story by looking at your pictures.

2. Say: One way we listen to God
is by reading our Bibles. Another
way is listening to other people
share with us what they know
about God.
3. Let children think before they
answer by telling them what you
will ask and then pausing before
you ask them. Ask each child to
tell you one thing that is important
to them and one thing they know
about God. Encourage children
not to copy one another but to be
original.

Bible Verse Memorization Activity
“Help one another”
(Galatians 5:13).
“Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling”
(1 Peter 4:9).
Items needed: construction paper;
markers; scissors; envelopes; Bibles; TH:
Help One Another

1. Open your Bible to the memory
verse and take turns reading it.
2. Give children the construction
paper and have them write the
words on the paper with markers.
They can add pictures if they
choose.
3. Demonstrate how to cut the
paper into puzzle pieces. Help
children cut their verse into a
puzzle shape and then assemble
the puzzle.

1. Say: Prayer is more than just
telling God what we wish would
happen. Prayer is talking to God
about what is important to us and
listening to what God wants us to
do.

then remove one piece of the
puzzle. Have children read the
verse again, filling in the missing
words from memory.

4. After each child shares, say:
Thank you, God, for caring about
what we care about. Help us learn
more about you.

5. Put the pieces in an envelope
and write the verse from memory
on the outside of the envelope.
6. Say: You can teach someone
else this memory verse with your
puzzle. You can share with them
what you have learned about
helping one another and showing
hospitality.
7. For preschoolers, locate TH:
Help One Another and make a copy
for each child. Show the children
how to cut apart the puzzle pieces
and put the puzzle back together.
Talk about the pictures, which
show children helping one another.

4. Once the puzzle is assembled,
have children read the verse and
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CBF missional curriculum for preschoolers and children

Resource Kit

RESOURCE
KIT

1

Yes, No, Maybe
Directions: Make a copy for each child. Cut out the faces.
Leaders: Use in Session 1, Opening Activity.
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RESOURCE
KIT

2

Map of Middle East
Directions: Display and refer to map.
Leaders: Use in Sessions 1-5.
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RESOURCE
KIT

3

Stained Glass
Directions: Make one copy one per child.
Leader: Use in Session 2, “Create Stained Glass Art” Learning Activity.
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RESOURCE
KIT

4

Desert Matching Cards
Directions: Make two copies and cut apart the cards.
Leaders: Use in Session 2, “Play a Desert Matching Game” Learning Activity.
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Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
I Peter 4:9
Older Children’s Memory Verse Game
INSTRUCTIONS: The words to the memory verse are below. Unscramble the words and then place them in
order.
AHNOETR

_________

OTTYAPLIHSI
NOE
BMIRGGLNU

_______________

______

TIOWUHT

EOFRF

OT

________ ___________

________

_____________
1 Peter 4:9

Find the verse in your Bible. 1 Peter is in the New Testament.

Preschoolers’ and younger children’s memory verse game.
Put a smiley face next to the pictures that show someone helping someone else. Put an X over the pictures that
show someone not helping.

Help one another. Galatians 5:13

RESOURCE
KIT

5

Memory Verse Games
Directions: Make one copy for each child.
Leader: Use in Session 2, Bible Memorization Activity.
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RESOURCE
KIT

6

Lord’s Prayer Mini- Book
Directions: Make one copy per child.
Leader: Use in Session 3, Closing Prayer Experience.
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Arabic Numbers

10
‘ashara

9

8

7

6

tis'a

thamaaneeya

sab'a

sitta

5

4

3

2

1

khamsa

arba'a

thalaatha

eeth-nayn

waahid

Turkish Numbers

1

2

6

7

Bir

Altl

RESOURCE
KIT

7

3

iki

Yedi

4

Üç

8

Sekiz

Dört

9

Dokuz

5

Beş

10
On

Turkish and Arabic Numbers
Directions: Display and refer to chart.
Leader: Use in Session 4, Mission Discussion and “Play Hide and Seek” Learning Activity.
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RESOURCE
KIT

8

Saz and Drums
The saz and drums are instruments often played in Middle Eastern countries. When Christians
gather for worship in the Middle East, they sing along to the sounds of the saz and drum.
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RESOURCE
KIT

9

Life in the Camps
Many families in the Middle East must leave their home countries because of the dangers of war
and the difficulties of poverty. Before they find new homes, the refugees often live in temporary
refugee camps. CBF field personnel help provide food, language classes, and friendship for the
refugee families.
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RESOURCE
KIT

10

Children in the Camps
Life is hard in the refugee camps but the children are able to go to school and learn the language
of their new countries. Even in the refugee camps, children play games and make friends.
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Allergy Alert

If your child is allergic to any of these items,
please inform your child’s leader.

RESOURCE
KIT

11
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CBF produces engaging missional formation curriculum for all ages. Form and Spark for
preschoolers and children are available through the CBF Store. Free E3 and Affect lessons for youth
and adults are offered online in addition to Affect resources at the back of each issue of fellowship!

Did you
know?

