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About the cover
Roma children in Kosice, Slovakia, are often
overlooked and neglected by their communities.
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About Spark
Welcome to Spark— missional formation curriculum
for teachers of children grades one through six. Each
issue of Spark contains two units filled with ageappropriate activities and stories that provide children
with meaningful learning experiences and help them to
develop a missional lifestyle.
Spark encourages children to:
• Wonder at the creativity of God in creation, culture,
people, language, and geography.
• Experience the love of God for themselves and for
all creation.
• Explore Scripture and the example of Jesus that
challenges them to love and serve others.
• Nurture an attentiveness to the work of God’s Spirit
in the world.
• Discover the ways God has equipped them with
certain gifts, passions, and interests.
• Meet individuals who are joining in God’s mission
to bring healing and wholeness to the world.
• Grow in their capacity to love and care for others.

Using Spark
Spark can be used weekly in traditional missionfocused classes or in other settings when you desire
to give special emphasis to the Christian’s missional
calling. Some ideas include:
• Once a month in Sunday School.
• A full month per quarter in Sunday School.
• Throughout the summer in Sunday School.
• During children’s worship.

Mission Project
Each issue of Spark includes an age-appropriate
hands-on mission activity. The full scope of the activity
is listed on page 3. Throughout the two units you
will also find Mission Project reminders with specific
instructions for accomplishing portions of the activity
until the full project is complete.

Unit Introduction
The Unit Introduction provides the following:
• An overview of the unit’s missional theme and its
connection to the Bible.
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• Basic information about the missional individuals
the children will meet during the unit, including an
Info Bank with at-a-glance facts.
• A stated Teaching/Learning Aim to guide teachers
as they create a specific learning environment for
children.
• A list of Other Sources of Information that can
assist the teacher and student in going deeper into
the unit’s theme.
• A Word Bank with pronunciation guides and
definitions for new vocabulary in the unit.

Session Pages
Each session is structured for a 45-minute to onehour time frame and includes a variety of small
group activities as well as a large group experience to
synthesize learning. At the beginning of each session,
teachers will find Session Preparation steps as well
as a Session Focus to guide conversation throughout
the session. Helpful time indicators and icons guide
teachers in preparing and leading each session.
Each unit includes Resource Kit (RK) pages that
include session photos, worksheets, and games that
correspond with learning activities or Large Group.
These pages can be found in the file labeled “Resource
Kit” that was included in the purchase of your Spark
download.

Learning Activities
Learning activities provide children a variety of
opportunities to explore the Bible, culture, art, food,
games, and people of each unit’s focus.
For larger class sizes, set up all the learning
activities so that each child may work independently
or in small groups, according to interests and abilities.
For smaller class sizes, each learning activity may be
done together.
The following types of learning activities appear in
each unit:
Using the Bible: Children will memorize
Scripture and explore its meaning and
application to everyday life.
Meeting the People: Children will become
acquainted with Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
field personnel. They will also explore the culture,
customs, religion, and geography of the people and/or
country featured in the unit.
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Playing the Games: This
learning activity features
games from around the world
or games that reinforce the
missional theme of each unit.
Tasting the Food:
Children will prepare
recipes and taste foods that
reflect the unit’s cultural focus.
Enjoying the Arts:
Children will experience a
variety of art, music, dance, and
movement activities that reflect
the people and places featured
in the unit.
Younger/Older:
Some activities are
more suitable for older children
or younger children. These icons
indicate such distinctions.

Leading Large
Group
Large Group is “all together
time” which reinforces and
expands mission concepts that
were introduced during the
learning activities. A mission
story, prayer, and Closing
Activity are always included
in Large Group. You will
also find steps for planning,
implementing, and evaluating
the Mission Project suggested at
the beginning of Spark.

Mission Project
May 2020

Welcome Neighbors
The May unit focuses on the welcoming ministry of CBF field
personnel Karen Morrow, who lives in Fort Worth, Texas, and works
with refugees as they re-settle and navigate new life in the United
States. Karen’s work focuses on welcoming refugee families and
individuals by walking alongside them as they learn American culture
in the most basic ways from the grocery store, public transportation
system, and medical care. She provides friendship and hospitality as
she helps teach English as a Second Language classes for adults and
Ready for School programs for preschoolers. She celebrates the joys
and mourns the sorrows of life alongside her new friends and provides
a sense of community for them in their new home.
When someone new comes to a new place or a new church, a warm
welcome can mean so much. As a mission project, the children will
make welcome mats for your church, their homes, or new individuals
that your church family may welcome to town. Your class can purchase
basic blank coir doormats from a home improvement store. See TH:
Coir Mat Sample for an example. Using either a stencil or if available
a letter cutter like a Cricut, create a pattern for the word “Welcome”
or “Welcome to ____ Church” or other welcome words of your
choice. Print and cut out the words on thick paper. Choose where to
position the words on your mat and attach the stencil temporarily with
masking tape to hold it in place. Using outdoor paint and a very stiff
brush, show the children how to paint the letters through the stencil
onto the coir mat. Sample size outdoor paints are available at home
improvement stores for minimal cost. Allow the paint to dry before
removing the stencil.
After your welcome mats are complete, have a time of discussion
and prayer considering the people who may cross their path and how
your church or individual homes can be places of welcome. Pray
for individuals who may not have felt welcome in certain places but
for whom your church and homes can offer friendship, guidance, or
inclusion.

The globe icon will mark Mission Project
activities as they occur in each session.
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UNIT

1

Theme: Education for
Everyone

People focus: Jon and
Tanya Parks in Kosice,
Slovakia

Ministry focus: Literacy
and education ministries
with Roma in Slovakia

Scripture focus:

INFO BANK

Luke 2:52

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

Equal Education
for All
By Stephanie Ezell

Can you imagine being excluded from the many areas of the community
where you live? What if people looked down on you in your town because
of your background or heritage? What if your child didn’t have access to
an equal education? Many Roma families who live in Slovakia have these
experiences because the
Roma people have not
been fully accepted into
the Slovak culture. School
subjects are taught in the
Slovak language, although
most Roma families speak
Romani. Roma families
often face discrimination
and are socially and
economically at a
CBF field personnel Jon and Tanya Parks
disadvantage.
encourage Roma children in Kosice, Slovakia, to
In Luke 2:52, we learn
succeed in school by teaching them Slovak and
about Jesus growing in
English. They also use Bible stories to tell the
stature and in wisdom
children that they are loved and accepted.
with God. Jesus went to
the temple as a twelveyear-old, and he had so
much knowledge that he was able to talk to the priests and the teachers
with great insight. As Jesus grew, emotionally, physically, and spiritually,
his relationship with God grew as well. Since Jesus was both human and
divine, he also needed the nurturing presence of his family, an education
that would challenge his mind, and a steady, growing relationship with
God. Children all over the world need to have their physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs met, and to be fully included in their communities.
Jon and Tanya Parks are Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel
who work in Kosice, Slovakia, with the Roma and Slovak communities.
The Roma people are not fully included by the Slovak culture, and they
often live in more impoverished situations than Slovak families. Most
Roma children speak Romani, but at school subjects are taught in Slovak,
which makes getting an education very challenging for Roma children and
teenagers. Jon and Tanya believe that all children should have access to
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Other Sources of
Information

a good education and that they should hear how much God loves
them. The Parkses lead English Bible clubs each week in several
schools with about 200 children in kindergarten through fifth grade.
They teach different Bible stories each month, and they connect
English vocabulary in the lessons. Jon and Tanya also work with
children in Kosice neighborhoods, and in a crisis center. In addition,
they lead discipleship groups for teenagers in a village close by. The
Parkses believe that education and learning about God’s love are
key elements that can help Roma children and families start to make
their way out of generational poverty.
Jon and Tanya also work with Roma families to emphasize the
importance of children and teenagers staying in school. Many Roma
children and teenagers drop out of school to work or because they
are bored, so Jon and Tanya work to educate the whole family
on the need to complete school so that Roma children have more
opportunities when they graduate.
The Parkses collaborate with Roma pastors and worship leaders,
and they host worship services in their home once a month. Since
they are both musicians, Jon and Tanya use music as part of their
ministry with children and teenagers.
It can be easy for us to expect that a good education will be easily
accessible, that we will be included in our communities, and that
we will be treated equally. However, for the Roma people, this is a
daily struggle. Let’s do what we can in our own neighborhoods and
communities to show God’s love, and pray for Jon and Tanya as
they include and teach the Roma community.

1. Visit Jon and Tanya Parks’ blog at
www.prayingwithfeet.wordpress.com.
2. Visit www.cbf.net/parks to learn
more about the Parkses’ ministry.
3. Read more about the Parkses’
ministry on their Facebook page: “Jon
and Tanya Parks - Roma Ministry in
Slovakia.”
4. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps for
more information for this unit.

Stephanie Ezell teaches PreK–4 at Episcopal School of Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, and she writes a variety of curriculum for adults and
children. Her husband, Leonard, is the pastor of Broadmoor Baptist
Church, and they have two sons.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, children will learn that
God loves all of us as we learn and
grow. They will listen to stories
about Jon and Tanya Parks, who
work with the Roma people in
Kosice, Slovakia. They will learn
about how the Parkses are giving
Roma children an opportunity to
get good educations, where they
can know they are loved, included,
and valued.

WO R D BA N K
education: process of receiving or giving systematic instruction,
especially at a school

Kosice [KOH shi tsay]: city in eastern Slovakia with origins from the
medieval period, close to the Hungarian border

literacy: the ability to read and write
poverty: scarcity or lack of material possessions or money
Roma [ROH mah]: ethnic group of people who originated in northern
India, and live principally in Europe

Slovakia [sloh VAH kee uh]: country in Central Europe, formed in
1993 out of the former Czechoslovakia; bordered by Austria, the Czech
Republic, Poland, Ukraine, and Hungary
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games

1

God’s Love in My
Language
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read the entire session, including any background material.
• Go to www.cbf.net/teacherhelps for more resources.
• Decide which learning activities to offer, and collect the items
needed for each activity. Make signs for each learning activity.
• Gather RK 1: Roma Flag, RK 2: Slovak Words, and RK 6: Roma
Children.
• Locate TH: Pierogi Recipe, TH: Sochy, Sochy, TH: Roma Flag, and
TH: Hear Slovak Words.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: April Video. This animated video
provides an entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
• Make a copy of RK 17: Allergy Alert and display where parents will
see it.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn about the
ministry of Jon and Tanya Parks with the Roma people in Kosice,
Slovakia. Through learning activities and hearing a story about Roma
children, they will learn about the importance of the Roma children
going to school and receiving a good education. They will discover
that Jon and Tanya teach Bible classes that include Roma children
intellectually, spiritually, and emotionally.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Tasting the Food

As Children Arrive…

Enjoying the Arts

Ask: Have you ever been part of a conversation and didn’t
understand what people were saying? The Roma children in Slovakia
are often left out because their language isn’t used in school, or
when they are learning to read. Today we’re going to learn about Jon
and Tanya Parks, who believe that God loves all children, and wants
the Roma children to get a good education. Point out the different
learning activities, and let the children know they will have time to
choose several activities.

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Make Pierogi

4. Pray: Thank you, God, for good
food to eat. Thank you for Jon and
Tanya Parks and the Roma people
in Slovakia.

Homemade pierogi usually contains
homemade pasta dough. This is a
popular dish in Slovakia and other
parts of Europe. A variety of fillings
can be used inside the pierogi.
Items needed: recipe ingredients; TH:
Pierogi Recipe; skillet; pot; plates; forks;
RK 17: Allergy Alert

Recipe ingredients:
2 teaspoons butter
4 slices bacon, chopped
1/4 yellow onion, diced
5 medium Yukon Gold potatoes,
peeled and halved
salt and pepper to taste
1 large egg
1½ cups farmer’s cheese, or any
cheese blend
50 wonton wrappers, or as needed
1 cup sour cream
¼ c. chopped fresh chives if 		
desired
1. Before the session, prepare the
recipe, following the instructions
found in TH: Pierogi Recipe.
Prepare and post RK 17: Allergy
Alert.
2. Warm the pierogi before class
and serve it on paper plates to the
children.
3. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks love
to share meals in their home with
their Slovak and Roma friends.
Sometimes they make pierogi,
one of their favorite foods from
Slovakia. Pierogi is like little potato
and cheese pies. Let’s try some!

Play Sochy, Sochy
Sochy, Sochy [SOH kee] is a popular
game in Slovakia. Sochy means
statues, and everyone in the game
pretends to be different kinds of
statues.
Items needed: none needed

1. Say: Let’s play a game from
Slovakia called, “Sochy, Sochy.”
One person in the game will be
the guesser, and everyone else will
pretend to be statues of animals.
The guesser will try to figure out
what kind of animals you are. We
will play music, and when the
music stops, the guesser will stop
and choose someone.
2. Say: If you are pretending to
be a statue, you will all be from
the same category, such as a kind
of animal. (Animals that crawl,
animals that live in caves, animals
that make nests, animals that fly,
etc.)
3. Say: First we will all stand still.
Then if the guesser puts his or her
hand on your shoulder and says
“Sochy, Sochy,” make a pose like
the animal you are pretending to
be.
4. Model this step with an older
child.
5. Choose one person to be the
guesser. Ask the other children to
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come over by you, and tell them
which category to act out, such as
“animals that fly.”
6. If the guesser does not guess
correctly, he or she can touch the
shoulder of another child to see
another statue pose. The guesser
can continue until he or she figures
out the answer or until all of
the children have posed and the
guesser gives up.
7. Continue playing the game with
a new guesser for each round.

Make a Roma Flag
Roma people live in many different
European countries. In 1971, the
Roma people group designed a
flag to represent their heritage and
culture.
Items needed: copy of RK 1: Roma Flag
for each child; TH: Roma Flag; red, blue
and green construction paper; scissors;
glue; markers; red, blue, and green
crayons (optional)

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Roma Flag for a picture of the flag.
Make a copy of RK 1: Roma Flag
for each child. Cut strips of blue
and green construction paper to
cover the two halves of the flag.
Cut a red circle to place in the
middle.
2. Say: Today we’re going to make
the Roma flag, the flag of the
people who Jon and Tanya work
with in Slovakia. Roma people live
all over Europe in many different
countries. They chose a flag that
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represents their heritage and
culture.
3. Show TH: Roma Flag. Say:
This is what the Roma flag looks
like. The Roma flag represents the
people’s traveling heritage. Blue
represents the sky that was once
their roof. Green is the grass that
was once their carpet. The wheel
represents the wagons that carried
them from place to place.
4. Show children how to glue the
blue and green construction paper
strips onto the template of the
Roma flag. Tell them to place the
red circle in the center of the flag
and draw wagon wheel spokes on
the red circle to complete the flag.
5. Another option is to let the
children color a copy of the Roma
flag template.

Transition
Let children know when they
have about five minutes left in
the learning centers, and let them
know that it is almost time for
Large Group. Ask children to clean
up cooperatively, and prepare
to show TH: April Video. As the
children sit down, invite them to
share something that they learned
today about Jon and Tanya Parks,
Slovakia, or the Roma community.
Bring a globe and RK 6: Roma
Children to Large Group.

Learn Slovak Words

what the teachers and other
children are saying. Today we
are going to listen to some words
spoken in the Slovak language.

Roma children in Slovakia
experience a language barrier when
they attend schools in their own
communities. The children are
expected to speak, read, and write
in Slovak, but the language spoken
in their homes is Romani.

3. Show the children the cards
from RK 2: Slovak Words. As you
show each Slovak word, play the
audio pronunciation from TH: Hear
Slovak Words. Ask the children to
say each word aloud a few times.
Tell them the English meanings of
each Slovak word.

Items needed: RK 2: Slovak Words;
scissors; TH: Hear Slovak Words;
computer or other device

4. Place the cards face down on
a table and challenge the children
to match the Slovak and English
words by playing a game of
memory.

1. Before the session, gather RK
2: Slovak Words and cut apart the
cards. Locate TH: Slovak Words
Pronunciation and be prepared to
play the audio pronunciations for
the children.
2. Say: When Roma children go
to school in Slovakia, they are
expected to speak, read, and write
in Slovak, but the language spoken
in their homes is Romani. It is
difficult for them to understand

5. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks
help the Roma children succeed
in school by accepting them and
encouraging them. They also teach
the Roma children some English
because English is a language that
both groups of people speak.

Large Group
Say: This week we are starting a new unit about CBF field personnel Jon
and Tanya Parks. They work with the Roma people in Kosice, Slovakia,
especially teenagers and children. Jon and Tanya teach Roma children
Bible classes at their schools. The Parkses share God’s love with the Roma
community.
Ask: Can someone point to where we live on the globe? Does anyone
know where Slovakia is?
Show the children where Slovakia is on the globe, pointing out that it is on
a different continent.
Show TH: April Video, which is an animated video, providing an
entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
Show RK 6: Roma Children. Say: Let’s learn more about Jon and Tanya
Parks in today’s story.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Singing in Their Language.”
Pray: Dear God, thank you for Jon and Tanya Parks and their work of
sharing God’s love with the Roma people.
COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 8
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STORY

Singing in Their Language
Closing Activity
The children sat down and opened the books at their new
school. They were a little nervous because it was the first day,
and they weren’t quite sure what to expect. School was often
stressful for Natalia and her friends. Some of her older friends
didn’t even go to school any more. After her other classes
were finished, Natalia sat down in her new Bible class. She
sighed with relief while a big smile spread over her face. She
heard Jon and Tanya Parks singing a song in her own Romani
language! She was so glad to learn the words to this song with
her friends.

1. Show RK 6: Roma Children.
2. Ask: How do you think the
Roma children feel when they
come to Jon and Tanya’s Bible
class? Why? How do Jon and
Tanya make a difference in the
lives of the Roma children?
3. Say: Jon and Tanya want the
Roma children to feel included,
accepted, and loved. They teach
Bible classes at school so they
can have a better education in
their own language.

Natalia often feels left out because she is part of the Roma
people, and they often aren’t included in the Slovak culture. In
Natalia’s school, the classes are taught in Slovak, which is a
different language than her own. Sometimes she and her Roma
friends are left out of activities. But in Bible class, she feels so
much more welcome. The Parkses understand that her Roma
language and culture are important.

4. Ask the children to pray for
Jon and Tanya and the Roma
children and families they work
with. Greet the parents when
they pick up their children, and
let the children know you are
glad they came.

Jon and Tanya Parks taught the Bible class. Natalia and her
friends learned a Bible story in Slovak, and they learned some
English words, too. She knew that learning English would help
her in school and as she grew up because lots of people in
Slovakia speak English. Jon and Tanya were patient and kind.
Natalia could tell that her friends liked the class too!
When Natalia went home, she was already excited to come
to school the next day! Her friends smiled and laughed as
they walked home from school with her. She was loved and
accepted just the way she was, and it made all the difference.
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AFTER THE SESSION:
Talk about today’s session with
the other leaders. Review what
went smoothly, and what you
would like to change for the
next session. Decide on the
learning activities for Session
2, and make a list of the items
you need to gather. Pray for all
of the children who came to the
session today, and think about
ways that you can show God’s
love to others this week.
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People

2

Ministries to Roma
Families
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the entire lesson, and choose which learning activities to
offer.
• Buy ingredients for baking the cookies, and any other needed
supplies.
• Ask three adults, youth, or older children to help with the story.
Make copies of the story and give the readers a chance to look at it
before the session.
• Gather RK 7: Jon and Tanya Parks.
• Display the RK 17: Allergy Alert.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: Children Dancing in Slovakia.
• Make copies of RK 2: Fill a Backpack.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn more about
Jon and Tanya Parks’ ministries in Slovakia. The children will learn
about how Jon and Tanya encourage children and teenagers to stay in
school, host worship services, lead discipleship groups for teenagers
in a youth group, teach English to social workers, and work with
Roma pastors. They will understand more about how these ministries
have a positive impact on the whole Roma community.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Playing the Games

As Children Arrive…

Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Welcome returning children, and let new children know you are glad
they are here. Point out any new learning activities and encourage
children to try an area they haven’t tried before. Ask: Have you
ever seen an interview on TV before? Say: We’re going to hear an
interview today with Jon and Tanya Parks.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Bake Spiced Honey
Cookies
Spiced honey cookies are a popular
tradition in Slovakia at Christmas.
This activity can be divided into
two steps at different times in the
session: baking the cookies and
decorating them after they cool.
Items needed: recipe ingredients; mixing
bowl; mixing spoon; rolling pin; baking
sheet; cookie cutters; pastry brush;
napkins or plates; RK 17: Allergy Alert

Recipe Ingredients:
½ cup butter
½ cup plus 1 tablespoon honey
1¾ cups powdered sugar
3 eggs
1½ teaspoons baking soda
3 teaspoons spice mix
5 cups all purpose flour
1 egg
white icing, if desired
Spice mix:
3 teaspoons cinnamon
1½ teaspoons anise
1 teaspoon cloves
Makes 4 dozen cookies.
1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 17: Allergy Alert where
parents can see it. Prepare the
cookie dough and refrigerate until
ready to use.
2. Prepare the dough by heating
butter, honey, and sugar in a
small pot until just melted. Stir
the whole time. While still warm,
add the eggs and milk. Keep the
mixture warm instead of hot, so
the eggs do not cook on their own.

1. Give out Bibles and ask children
to look up Acts 8:26-40. Ask a child
to read the passage out loud.

In a bowl, mix dry ingredients and
pour in the warm, butter mixture.
Mix dough until incorporated. The
dough will be a little sticky. Cover
and refrigerate for a few hours or
overnight.

2. Ask: Did the Ethiopian
understand what he was reading
the first time? Why do you think he
had a hard time understanding it?

3. Say: We are going to make
spiced honey cookies. Children in
Slovakia love to eat these cookies
when they get home from school!
They are usually covered in white
icing—yum!

3. Encourage the children to share
their answers.

4. After the children have washed
their hands, prepare the cookies
together. Roll out the dough, using
only enough flour to keep the
dough from sticking. Cut out with
desired cookie cutters. Transfer to a
greased or lined cookie sheet. Beat
an egg and brush the cookies with
egg with a pastry brush. Bake at
355 degrees for 10 minutes, or until
golden brown.
5. When the cookies have cooled,
allow the children to decorate them
with white icing. Enjoy the cookies
at the end of the session, or place
in zip-top bags to take home.

Write Thank-You
Cards

4. Say: Philip read it with him
and helped him to understand the
passage.
5. Ask: How is this similar to the
work that Jon and Tanya Parks do
in Kosice, Slovakia?
6. Say: The Parks help children
understand Bible stories and
include them fully in learning. Jon
and Tanya also teach teenagers in
their youth group, and they work
with Roma pastors. Jon and Tanya
also host worship services in their
home once a month. These are
all ways that they reach out to
people and help them have a better
understanding of the Bible.
7. Ask: Who is someone who helps
you understand the Bible? This
could be a parent, another family
member, a Sunday School teacher,
a worship leader, or someone else
in your life.

Jon and Tanya Parks lead
discipleship groups for youth to help
teenagers understand Bible stories.
They also work with Roma pastors
to build a community with them.

8. Invite the children to write a
thank-you card to someone who
has helped them understand the
Bible, or someone who has taught
them Bible stories. Help younger
children as needed.

Items needed: Bibles; thank-you cards;
envelopes; pencils; markers or colored
pencils

9. Say a prayer, thanking God for
people in our lives who teach us
about God’s love.
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Dance Like Slovaks
Jon and Tanya do lots of work with
music as they minister to children
and teenagers. They are working on
new music projects to do with the
Roma children at schools.
Items needed: TH: Children Dancing
in Slovakia; computer or other device;
scarves

1. Ask: Do you like to dance? What
are some different kinds of dances?
2. Say: Dancing is very popular in
the Slovak and Romani cultures.
3. Say: Today we’re going to listen
to some Slovak music and watch
people in Slovakia dancing.
4. Show TH: Children Dancing in
Slovakia.
5. Ask: What did you notice about
the dance? Did you notice any
patterns in the dancing?

Transition
Walk around to each learning
center and let the children know
when they have about five
minutes before it’s time to clean
up and come to Large Group.
Play some of the music from TH:
Children Dancing in Slovakia as
the children walk to Large Group
and sit down. Invite children to tap
or clap to the beat of the music as
everyone else joins them. Bring RK
7: Jon and Tanya Parks to Large
Group.

6. Ask: Would you like to dance
like that?

3. Encourage the children to draw
all the things that they would want
to take with them on a hike. These
might include water, a flashlight,
a hat, sunscreen, hiking shoes,
sunglasses, compass, binoculars,
etc.

7. Give the children some scarves
or other materials, and let them
dance as you play the video again.

Fill a Backpack

4. Ask: What do you think you
might see on a hike?
5. Let the children brainstorm their
ideas and draw them around the
backpack.

Hiking is a favorite family activity
for the Parks family. They enjoy
hiking on the mountain trails close
to their home in Kosice.
Items needed: copy of RK 2: Fill a
Backpack for each child; crayons or
markers

1. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks and
their family like to go on hikes in
beautiful scenery close to where
they live.
2. Ask: What supplies do you
think you would need to wear or
take with you to go on a hike? Why
would you need them?

6. Say: Jon and Tanya know that
just like people need supplies for
hiking, people also need certain
supplies or skills as they grow up.
Jon and Tanya know that the Roma
children need to be able to get a
good quality education to help
them be successful as they grow
into teenagers and adults.

Large Group
Say: Today we are going to hear an interview with Jon and Tanya Parks to
learn more about their ministry in Kosice, Slovakia. They work with Roma
children and teenagers, giving them the chance to get an education in their
own language.
Show RK 7: Jon and Tanya Parks.
Say: In Slovakia, lots of Roma children and families are left out of the
Slovak culture. Roma children speak a different language than the rest
of Slovakia, and they often live in poverty and are not given the same
chances and opportunities as Slovak children.
Say: Listen for different ways that Jon and Tanya Parks work with the
Roma children and teenagers.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Interview with Jon and Tanya Parks.”
Pray: Dear God, thank you for Jon and Tanya Parks. Help us to look for
new ways to include others at home, at school, and at church.
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STORY

Interview with Jon
and Tanya Parks

Closing Activity

Hi, boys and girls! My name is Susan and I live in Little Rock,
Arkansas. I have just arrived in Kosice, Slovakia, where I am
going to spend a week with Jon and Tanya Parks. Jon and Tanya
are CBF field personnel who minister with Roma children and
teenagers. I’m excited because I’m going to help them with their
English Bible clubs this week!

1. Say: It was so interesting to
hear more about Jon and Tanya
Parks’ work in Kosice, Slovakia.
2. Ask: What did you learn
about Jon and Tanya Parks in the
interview?

Listen now as I interview Jon and Tanya about their work. We
can learn about them together!

3. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks
work with children like you.
Even though the children live far
away, they have the same needs
as they grow up. Just like we
want to know about God’s love,
Jon and Tanya share God’s love
with Roma children and their
families.

Susan: Hi, Jon and Tanya! I'm so excited to be with you in
Kosice, Slovakia. It’s beautiful here! What do you like about
living in Slovakia?
Jon: We love that Kosice is a beautiful city with lots of history.
We lived in a building that was about 600 years old when we
first moved here. We also love that this country is so beautiful.
We can go hiking in the summer or skiing in the winter. There
are forests, cliffs, and even geysers around us.
Susan: How do you let others know about God’s love?
Tanya: Our main ministry is to the Roma children and teenagers.
Roma children need lots of love and encouragement. Most of
them speak Romani at home but they hear Slovak at school.
We lead English Bible clubs each week in three different schools,
and we teach about 200 children in kindergarten through fifth
grade. We talk with boys and girls about different Bible stories
each month. We also teach them English words to go with
the stories. We also lead the youth group at church and lead
discipleship groups for teenagers in a nearby village.
Jon: We also help the adults learn English, so that they can get
better jobs. And we are friends with Roma pastors and worship
leaders. Once a month we help lead worship, sometimes in
our house. We’re both musicians, so we use music a lot with
children and teenagers.

Tanya: We love the work we do with kids. We love singing and
dancing and coloring and learning about God together.
Susan: That sounds like fun! I can’t wait to share God’s love
with Roma children and teenagers this week.

SPARK

5. Let the children share their
ideas with the group.
6. Say: There are lots of ways
that we can share God’s love.
We can tell people a favorite
Bible story, we can listen to
them when they need a friend,
and we can help others. We can
use kind words and kind actions.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Thank all of the leaders for
volunteering for this session.
Plan the next session together.
If anything extra needs to be
gathered for the next session,
decide which items to use.
Notice any children who weren’t
at this session, and send them
a card or reach out to them in
some way.

Susan: What do you love most about your work?
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible

3

God’s Love Across
the World
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Explore the whole session, including any background material.
• Gather any materials needed for learning activities.
• Gather RK 3: Valentine Designs and RK 8: Children with Valentines.
• Locate TH: God Will Take Care of You.
• Decide on a good open area inside or outside to play “Slepa Baba”
that is free of chairs and other objects.
• Prepare and post RK 17: Allergy Alert where parents can easily see
it.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn about
some ways that churches interact with the Roma children that Jon
and Tanya work with in schools. They will also learn about how
other churches and groups support the Roma community and Jon’s
and Tanya’s ministry. The children will also learn more about why
it is important for the Roma children and families to be accepted at
school, at church, in their neighborhoods, and in their communities.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Meeting the People

As Children Arrive…

Playing the Games

Welcome children with a smile and show them the different learning
activities that are available today. Ask: Have you ever gotten a gift or
a card when you weren’t expecting one? How did you feel when that
happened? Have you ever given someone a gift or a card when they
weren’t expecting one? Say: Today we will learn about some Roma
children who received an unexpected gift.

Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Make an Afternoon
Snack

Make Valentines

Items needed: recipe ingredients; paper
plates; plastic knives; napkins; RK 17:
Allergy Alert

A church group sent Valentines
to children that Jon and Tanya
work with, and they were the first
Valentines that most of the children
had ever received! In the Slovak
culture, adults receive Valentines,
but children do not receive them.

Recipe Ingredients:
white or wheat hot dog buns
spreadable butter
deli ham

Items needed: several copies of RK 3:
Valentine Designs; construction paper in
a variety of colors, especially red, pink,
white, and purple; glue sticks; scissors;
pencils; markers

This is a popular snack that the
children in the programs at school
enjoy with Jon and Tanya Parks.

1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 17: Allergy Alert where
families can easily see it.
2. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks work
with children after school. The
children like to eat ham rolls as a
snack.
3. Pass out plates and napkins.
4. Put a hotdog bun and a portion
of butter on each plate.
5. Give each child a plastic knife
and show him or her how to open
the bun and spread butter on one
side.
6. Give each child a piece of ham
and place the ham slice on top of
the butter in the hot dog bun.
7. Ask: How is this different or
similar to how we usually eat hot
dog buns? What else could you put
in hot dog buns?
8. Close with a prayer for all of
the children and families who are
impacted by the programs that Jon
and Tanya Parks lead.

1. Before the session, make several
copies of RK 3: Valentine Designs
on pink, red, white, or purple
paper. Cut out the designs.
2. Say: In the Slovak culture,
adults receive Valentines, but
children do not. A church in the
United States made Valentines for
the Roma children who Jon and
Tanya work with and mailed them
across the ocean.
3. Say: Since the Roma children
are often overlooked and not
fully included in Slovak culture,
receiving Valentines made for them
was even more special.
4. Let the children choose which
color of construction paper they
would like to use for their cards.
5. Ask: How do you feel when you
receive a Valentine?
6. Say: Today we are going to
make Valentines for others, even
though it isn’t February. Show the
children how to fold a piece of
paper in half and cut out a heart
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shape. They can glue the heart
shapes onto the construction paper
cards. Children can also glue
the designs from RK 3: Valentine
Designs onto their cards.
7. Let the children write words on
the Valentine’s Day cards, too.
8. Choose a group or ministry in
the church that the Valentines can
be sent to.
9. Pray for the Roma children
in Slovakia and for the group
of people who will receive your
Valentines.

God Takes Care of Us
One of the themes that Jon and
Tanya used at their Bible class
was “God Takes Care of Us.” They
learned music and other activities
related to the same theme for a
month. They also tied English into
the Bible story time about their
topic.
Items needed: poster board; pencils;
markers; TH: God Will Take Care of You

1. Before the session, locate TH:
God Will Take Care of You to learn
the tune if this hymn is unfamiliar
to you.
2. Ask: What are some ways
that God takes care of you? Think
about how God takes care of you
at home, at school, and in your
neighborhood.
3. Encourage the children to talk
with each other about how God
takes care of them.
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4. Ask: What are some ways that
you can help take care of other
people?
5. Draw a medium-sized circle in
the middle of the poster board, and
invite each child to write one of the
ways that God takes care of them
inside the circle.
6. Now draw lines that go out from
the circle, and invite children to
write how they can help take care
of others on those lines. Talk about
how God’s love for us can be the
inspiration for us loving and caring
for others.
7. Find a place in the classroom to
display the poster after the children
have finished adding their ideas.
8. Sing the chorus of “God Will
Take Care of You” together, adding
motions to help the children learn
the words.
God will take care of you.
(point up for “God,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)

Transition
Let the children know when
they have about five minutes left
in the learning activity areas,
then ask them to clean up their
areas and come to Large Group.
Invite children to sit in a circle at
Large Group, and let them know
that they can bring some of the
Valentines they made to Large
Group to show to each other. Bring
RK 8: Children with Valentines to
Large Group.

him or her. When someone is
tagged, they can’t move. The
person who is Slepa Baba has to try
to guess who that person is. The
Slepa Baba has three guesses to try
to figure out who they tagged.

Through every day, o’er all the
way;
(extend hands palms up
away from your body)
He will take care of you,
(point up for “he,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)
God will take care of you.
(point up for “God,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)

2. Say: If the Slepa Baba guesses
correctly, the person they tagged
has to wear the blindfold and
becomes the Slepa Baba. If they
don’t guess correctly after three
tries, someone else can volunteer
to be Slepa Baba, or someone else
can be chosen.

Play Slepa Baba

3. Remind the children that there
is no running, only walking, in this
game.

Slepa Baba means “blind old
woman” in Slovak. Children
and teenagers play this game in
Slovakia.
Items needed: blindfold; small space with
no chairs or other furniture in the way

4. Have an adult available to help
children when they are trying to
guess the person who tagged them,
if needed.

1. Say: One person will be “it,”
and that person is the Slepa Baba.
Slepa Baba will be blindfolded, but
will try to tag a child by touching

Large Group
Say: It was fun making Valentines today even though it isn’t February!
Why do you think we made Valentines today?
Ask: How do you feel when someone gives you a card or a gift?
Say: In Slovakia, they celebrate Valentine’s Day differently than we do.
Adults get Valentines, but children do not receive valentines.
Say: Today we are going to hear a story about some Roma children who
received some Valentines as a surprise. Think about how you would feel if
you were one of the children in the story.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Valentines Across the Ocean.”
Show RK 8: Children With Valentines.
Say: Here are some of the children who this story is about. Look at their
smiles!

Pray: Dear God, thank you for loving us all the time. Help us to remember
to show that love to others in surprising new ways. Amen.
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STORY

Valentines Across the Ocean
Closing Activity
The children were having fun doing their afternoon activities
in their Bible class when Jon Parks came into the classroom.
Kristina and Alex and their friends were playing and learning
together. “There is a special delivery for all of you!” Jon said
with a smile. “Let’s see what it is.”

1. Ask: How do you think the
Roma children felt when they
received Valentines? Why?

The children wondered what it could be! They all looked at
each other, imagining what someone might send to them. Jon
and Tanya passed out the envelopes, and Kristina opened hers
carefully.

2. Say: The Roma children felt
loved and remembered when
they opened their Valentines.
3. Ask: What are some ways
that we can show God’s love the
way that the children did who
made the Valentines?

Every child had a beautiful Valentine of their very own that
another child had made for them! Alex turned the Valentine
over, looking at the heart design, and at the thoughtful words
inside. This was the first Valentine that he had ever received!

4. Say: Jon and Tanya also talk
with the Roma children about
how God takes care of them.
Let’s sing a song about how God
takes care of us.

Alex looked at the red, pink, and purple hearts all over the
card, and he felt the soft paper with his fingers. As he looked
around the room, all of the other children were looking at their
Valentines, too. They were smiling at each other and showing
each other how their cards were the same or different. Alex
wondered if he could make a Valentine card. Maybe he could
make them for his brothers and sisters!

5. Lead the children in singing
the chorus of “God Will Take
Care of You.”

In Slovakia, Valentine’s Day is a holiday that adults celebrate,
but children don’t receive or exchange Valentines. A group from
a church in the United States made the Valentines especially for
the children who Jon and Tanya Parks work with in Slovakia.
They wanted to share God’s love with them all the way across
the ocean. The Roma children often feel forgotten or not
included in the Slovak culture, but this church group went out of
their way to send a message of love to them from far, far away.
The children loved their very first Valentines. They already
started thinking about how fun it would be to make some
Valentines for each other, too.
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God will take care of you,
Through every day, o’er all
the way;
He will take care of you,
God will take care of you.
6. Say: Think about something
kind that you can do for
someone this week to let them
know that you think they are
special, and to remind them that
God loves them.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Reflect on what went well in this
session and what you would like
to improve. Choose the activities
for the next session, and what
materials you need to gather.
Pray for all of the children who
attended this session.
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible

4

Growing and
Learning with God
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read the entire lesson as well as any background material.
• Decide which learning activities to prepare, and gather the
materials for them.
• Gather RK 5: Map of Slovakia.
• Locate TH: Slovakia in Color and TH: Snowflake Yarn Art.
• Find a good space, preferably outdoors, to play handball. Ask
parents if they have any easily movable goals they can let the
children borrow for this activity.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn about how
Jon and Tanya Parks’ work with Roma children connects with the
Bible story about Jesus learning and growing in wisdom. They will
learn about how Jon and Tanya are helping the Roma children and
teenagers have what they need both in school and at church. The
children will learn about how we need to grow with God as children,
teenagers, and through adulthood.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Meeting the People

As Children Arrive…

Playing the Games

Welcome children as they come in, and show them where the
different learning activities are set up. Ask: What is something that
you have learned to do lately? What is something that you want to
learn to do as you grow this year or next year? How do you feel when
you learn to do something new? Let children know that this is the
last session for this unit, and encourage them to try as many learning
activities as possible.

Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Grow with God
Luke 2:52, the Bible verse that is
the focus of this unit, tells us that
Jesus grew physically and also
spiritually. Jon and Tanya help the
Roma children grow in their faith as
they grow older and stronger.
Items needed: Bibles; white paper;
construction stapler; markers; pencils

1. Before the session, fold three
pieces of white paper in half
for each child. Fold a piece of
construction paper in half for each
child. Place the folded white paper
inside the construction paper and
staple along the edges to create a
book.
2. Invite one of the children to
read Luke 2:52 out loud.
3. Ask: What do you think it
means that Jesus grew in stature?
4. Say: We can grow physically,
such as growing taller. We can also
grow in maturity and wisdom,
which means growing in the way
that helps us make even better
choices.
5. Ask: What are ways that you
are growing? How can we grow in
our relationship with God?
6. Encourage the children to talk
with each other about ways that
they can grow in their relationship
with God. Some of these might
include reading their Bibles, going
to church, and praying with their
families.
7. Give each child a journal. Ask
them to write the words “Bible

Journal” and their name on the
cover page.

of different landforms and other
important places on the map.

8. Invite the children to journal
ways that they are already growing
with God, and ways that they want
to continue or begin to grow with
God.

3. Show TH: Slovakia in Color.
Point out the mountain ranges,
rivers, and towns. Note the
location of Kosice and point out
the mountain ranges close by. Look
at the High Tatras and note the
elevation of the country’s highest
mountains.

9. Ask: How do you think Jon
and Tanya Parks help the Roma
children to grow in knowledge and
understanding?
10. Say: Bible classes in schools,
discipleship classes with teenagers,
and hosting and leading worship
are all ways that Jon and Tanya
Parks help children and teens grow
in their understanding of God’s
love.
11. Lead the children in praying
that God will lead us as we grow
and learn in God’s Word.

Color a Map of
Slovakia

Items needed: copy of RK 5: Map of
Slovakia for each child; TH: Slovakia in
Color; colored pencils or crayons

1. Before the session, make a copy
or RK 5: Map of Slovakia for each
child. Locate and print several
copies of TH: Slovakia in Color to
use as a guide.
2. Say: Today we’re going to look
at a map of Slovakia and find lots

SPARK

5. Give each child a copy of RK 5:
Map of Slovakia, which is a black
and white, almost blank version
of the map. Invite the children to
add mountain ranges, rivers, and
towns to the map. Note that the
mountains are usually colored
green and the rivers and lakes are
colored blue.
6. Say: When you add Kosice to
your maps, place a star or a heart
next to it because Kosice is the
home of Jon and Tanya Parks. As
you work on your maps, say a
silent prayer for Jon and Tanya and
the Roma children and teenagers
that they help and encourage.

Slovakia includes many different
types of landscapes, which the
children can see on the map of
Slovakia.
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4. Ask: How do you think the
landscape of Slovakia might affect
the lifestyle of the people living
there? How is the landscape of
Slovakia similar or different from
where we live?
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Create Snowflake Art
It snows often in the winter in
Slovakia, both in the city and in the
mountains.
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Items needed: paper plates; push pins,
steel yarn needles; yarn (several colors);
scissors; tape; TH: Snowflake Yarn Art

1. Before the session, draw an
outline of a snowflake on one
paper plate for each child. Locate
TH: Snowflake Yarn Art to see a
photo of the finished product. Cut
the yarn into long lengths. Use
push pins to poke holes in all of
the end points and intersecting
points of the snowflake pattern on
the paper plate.
2. Say: In Slovakia, where Jon
and Tanya Parks live, the weather
is very cold. It often snows in the
winter. They like to snow ski in the
mountains near their town.
3. Let each child choose the color
yarn they want to use. Thread one
end of the yarn through the needle
and tie a double knot at the end of
the yarn.
4. Show the children how to start
sewing in the middle of the paper

Transition
Remind the children that it is
time to clean up their areas and
come to Large Group. Sing the
song “God Will Take Care of You”
as the children walk to Large
Group. Invite children to clap or
tap as they sing and sit down in
the circle. Continue singing until
everyone sits down with the group.

plate, then sew along all of the
snowflake lines. When they reach
the end of the snowflake pattern,
cut off any extra yarn, tie a knot,
and tape the end of the yarn onto
the back of the paper plate.

Play Handball
Handball is similar to soccer, but
players use their hands instead of
their feet. It is a game that lots of
children play in gym class.
Items needed: tennis ball; cones; tape or
rope; goals

1. Set up cones at each end of the
playing area. If you have goals, set
them up. If not, the players can
just try to get the ball between the
cones to score a goal.

team using your hands instead of
your feet. You also can’t hold the
ball for more than five seconds.
3. Say: When you have the ball,
you can only take three steps
before you throw it to another
teammate. If you break any of these
rules, the ball goes to the nearest
player on the other team. If you are
the goalie, you can use your hands
or your feet to block the ball.
4. Let the children play a few
rounds, making sure everyone who
wants to play has an opportunity.
5. Allow different children to have
turns beings the goalie.
6. Ask: Why was it important to
work together as a team when you
played the game? How did working
together make your team stronger?

2. Say: Today we’re going to play
handball. Your team scores a point
when you get the tennis ball into
the goal. You’ll work together as a

Large Group
Say: Today we are going to listen to a Bible story about how Jesus grew
up. We celebrate Jesus being born as a baby at Christmas. But then, Jesus
grew into a toddler, a boy, a teenager, and finally into an adult. Jesus is
God’s Son, but he was also fully human. Jesus went through all the stages
of growing up that boys and girls go through today.
Ask: Think about whether you have any older or younger brothers or
sisters. What are some ways that you know you are growing? What are
some different ways that children grow?
Let the children share their thoughts with the group or with a friend sitting
close to them.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Growing in Wisdom and Love.”
Ask: How did Jesus grow with God? How can we grow with God?

Pray: Dear God, thank you for being with us as we grow with you. Help
us to make good choices and to be kind to others as we grow. Amen.
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Growing in Wisdom and Love
Closing Activity

Jesus traveled with his parents to go to the temple. It was so hot
outside! Jesus’ sandals touched the dusty road under the hot
sun. Jesus knew that many teachers and priests would be at the
temple. He was excited to go to the temple, because he knew
the Bible stories so well. Jesus loved learning about God, and he
knew that God loved him.

1. Say: We can continue growing
in God’s love and wisdom our
whole lives.

After they got to the temple, Jesus’ parents, Joseph and Mary,
couldn’t find Jesus. Where had Jesus gone? Mary was so worried
because the temple was full of people. Finally Joseph and Mary
found Jesus! Mary was so relieved to see his face. Jesus was
sitting with the priests and teachers, and they were listening to
what Jesus was saying! Jesus was only twelve years old, but he
was already growing in wisdom and love from God.
The Bible tells us that as Jesus grew stronger and older, he also
grew in wisdom from God. Jesus learned how to read and write,
and he learned from his parents and teachers about God. As
Jesus went from being a child to being a grown-up, he prepared
for what God wanted him to do with the rest of his life. God
was preparing Jesus to tell others about the good news of God’s
grace and forgiveness.

SPARK

3. Ask: How does this story
about Jesus remind you about
Jon and Tanya Parks’ work with
the Roma children and families?
4. Say: Let’s pray for Jon and
Tanya Parks in their ministry,
and for the Roma children and
families who live in Kosice,
Slovakia.
5. Let all of the children who
came to this unit know that you
are glad that they came, and
thank their parents for bringing
them. Send any crafts from this
unit home with the children.
Invite families to come back
when the next unit starts.

Today these things are important too. Children need to go to
school to learn how to read, write, count, and get along with
each other. Jon and Tanya Parks work at a school where Roma
children can get a good education, and they can also learn that
God loves them. Jon and Tanya treat the Roma children with
love, and they know the Roma culture is important too. This
helps the children learn much more easily because they are
accepted. Jon and Tanya also lead Bible clubs where children
can learn about God and grow in their faith. They want the
Roma children to grow in knowledge of reading and writing, but
also in wisdom from God.
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2. Ask: What are some ways
that we can do that?

AFTER THE SESSION:
Pray together for all of the
children and helpers who came
to the sessions in this unit. Pray
for new ways that your church
can include and reach out to
people who are left out in your
community. Put everything back
in the rooms that were used for
this unit so that it is ready for
the next group.
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UNIT

2

Theme: You’re Welcome!
People Focus: Karen
Morrow

Ministry Focus:
Welcoming ministries in
Fort Worth, Texas

Scripture Context:

INFO BANK

Genesis 18

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

You’re Welcome!
By Rebecca Hinson Jones

“Toto, I have a feeling we're not in Kansas anymore!” This sentiment,
expressed by Dorothy upon arriving in Oz, matches the feelings of the many
refugees who are legally resettled in the United States each year. Refugees
often feel like they have been dropped into the middle of a new, strange,
and totally unfamiliar land
where nothing feels like
home. After six months
of support from the
U.S government, many
newcomers still feel lost
in their new country.
What they need most is
someone to befriend them
and walk alongside them
as they navigate their new
lives.
CBF field personnel Karen Morrow invites refugee
CBF field personnel
children and their parents to the Hope Library,
Karen Morrow understands
hosted by a partner church in Fort Worth, Texas.
that the refugees who
At the library, volunteers read to the children
arrive in Fort Worth, Texas,
and encourage the children and parents as they
need relationships most of
improve their own reading skills.
all. Karen demonstrates
the love of Christ as she befriends and welcomes refugees through several
established programs and also in journeying with them in basic daily life
needs.
Karen facilitates English as a Second Language classes for adults and
runs the Ready for School program for preschoolers and their families who
have limited English proficiency. The Hope Library enables refugee parents
to check out books and strengthen reading skills with their children. She
partners with churches to provide the resources needed for welcome bags
and medical kits for new families. She helps individuals find jobs, learn
how to shop in grocery stores, ride on public transportation, read the mail,
manage school paperwork and much more. She is a friend who comes
along for the long haul and celebrates life’s joys and provides comfort in
the challenges. She is the presence of Christ as she ministers to these most
basic needs of navigating a new culture and establishing a new life and
permanent home in the United States.
In Genesis 18, Abraham and Sarah welcome strangers who come to
share news of Sarah’s upcoming pregnancy and the birth of their longpromised heir. As children hear about Abraham’s and Sarah’s hospitality
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Other Sources of
Information

and welcome to those who came their way, they will be challenged
to look around them and consider the people in their own schools,
neighborhoods, churches, and communities who need a warm
welcome. They will explore basic ideas of hospitality and welcome
and how inclusion of those who are new or different or otherwise
left out can show the love of Christ in simple and practical ways.
As individuals continue to migrate to our country to establish
a new life and home, Christians are presented with opportunities
to reach them with the good news of Jesus Christ in our own
backyards. While the needs of refugees are many—housing, food,
education, language, household items, and clothing—the greatest
need is for relationship and friendship. Karen Morrow continues to
provide welcome and relationship for refugees in Fort Worth. We too
are also challenged to be a part of sharing God’s love and hope with
refugees in our own churches and communities by being places of
welcome and people of hospitality.

1. Visit www.cbf.net/morrow for an
introduction to Karen Morrow or to
contribute to the work that she is doing.
2. Go to www.cbfblog.com/2018/08/06/
karen-morrow-welcoming-refugees-byloving-their-children/ to read about
Hope Library and the Ready for School
program.
3. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources for this unit.

Becca Jones lives in Wilmington, North Carolina, with her husband
and four children. She loves helping kids discover how God is at
work around the world and ways they can share God’s love right
where they are.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, children will learn
about Karen Morrow and her
work welcoming refugees in Fort
Worth, Texas. They will explore the
relational ministry Karen shares
as she walks alongside families
navigating the transitions to life in
the United States. Through early
childhood education programs,
and daily help through friendships
and partnerships, Karen strives to
be the presence of Christ to the
neighbors from around the world
who are now in the United States.

WO R D BA N K
refugee: person who has been forced to leave his or her country to
escape war, persecution or natural disaster and can not return home
again

immigrant: person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country
culture: customs, arts, language, and behavior of a particular group of
people
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.

1

Welcoming the
World
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: May Video. This animated video
provides an entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
• Prepare and post RK 17: Allergy Alert.
• Gather RK 9: Refugee Word Search, RK 10: Proverbs Puzzle, and RK
13: Karen Teaches ESL.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will be introduced
to Karen Morrow and her work to be the presence of Christ among
refugees and immigrants in Fort Worth, Texas. They will discover
how Karen’s experiences with cross-cultural living prepared her to
understand and know the importance of having a friend to come
alongside and help navigate a new culture and country.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: What do you imagine it would be
like to arrive in a new country, where a new language was spoken,
and new customs were followed? There are record numbers of
displaced people in the world today—refugees who are being forced
to leave their home countries because of safety, violence, and war.
As immigrants and refugees come to the United States, Christians can
help provide the friendship and support they need in order to thrive
in a new culture. Karen Morrow, CBF field personnel, is doing that in
Fort Worth, Texas.

TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Work a Refugee
Word Search
Karen works with refugees who
have had to leave their home
countries to seek safety in a new
country. They come from many
different places and experience
many challenges as they seek to
establish a new life in the U.S.
Items needed: copy of RK 9: Refugee
Word Search for each child; pencils

1. Before the session, copy RK
9: Refugee Word Search for each
child. Look through the words to
make sure you can discuss each
of them with the children as they
work on the puzzle.
2. Invite the children to begin
searching for the words in the
puzzle. As they look for a new
word, ask the children to tell the
group why they think that word
is included on this puzzle. Is it a
place where a refugee has come
from, a reason for their departure,
or a word about the hope they have
for the future?
3. Say: Karen Morrow helps to
ease the struggles of the newness
refugees face by being a good
friend and walking alongside
people in their day-to-day lives.
Many things Karen does, we
could all do, like helping someone
read through their mail, fill out a
job application, or respond to a
teacher’s note about their child’s
schoolwork. Karen’s work is special

because she makes it a point to be
available to her new friends.

paper. As you complete the puzzle,
think about how this verse applies
to people you may know right here
in our own community.

Learn a Bible Verse
The Bible tells us that Christians
have a responsibility to stand up for
those who are unable to speak up
for themselves. When new refugees
come to the U.S., they need the help
and assistance of others who are
more familiar with the culture and
language. Karen Morrow stands in
the gap for refugees.
Items needed: copy of RK 10:
Proverbs Puzzle for each child; scissors;
construction paper; glue sticks; Bibles

1. Before the session, make a copy
RK 10: Proverbs Puzzle for each
child.
2. Say: The Bible tells us that we
should care about those among
us who are needy and outsiders.
While it doesn’t use the word
“refugees,” the Bible often talks
about people who had to leave
their homes and find refuge in a
new place. Let’s use our Bibles
to look up this verse before we
work this puzzle. Your translation
may say these same words a little
differently.
3. Look up Proverbs 31:8-9 and
have students take turns reading
the verses aloud. Read the version
on the puzzle together as a group.
4. Say: We will learn these verses
by cutting apart the puzzle pieces
and re-working it. When you get
it put together, you can glue the
pieces onto a piece of construction
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Create Welcome
Cards
A warm and friendly welcome can
go a long way in helping someone
want to return to your church
or feel included in a new place.
Karen Morrow spends a lot of time
helping families feel welcome and
become acclimated to their new
community in Fort Worth. Children
will make welcome cards for guests
who visit your church or for new
neighbors they have in their own
neighborhoods.
Items needed: colored cardstock;
scissors; glue; markers; crayons;
decorative items (sequins, ribbon, buttons)

1. Churches often have guests
visit their church. Your group will
make a few special “welcome”
cards to give out to guests when
they visit. These cards could
be kept specifically for children
who visit your church or could
be shared with the larger visitor
base. Alternatively, children
may be able to think of specific
individuals or families in their own
neighborhoods who are new and
who could be welcomed. Help
children think of their welcome
card recipient before beginning to
create their card.
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2. Invite the children to create a
special welcome card using the
supplies provided.
3. Pray over the cards that they
will help new people in your
church and community come
to know God’s love as they are
welcomed to a new place, just as
Karen Morrow does in her work
among refugees in Fort Worth.

Play a Backpack
Relay
When refugees leave their home
countries, they often are only able
to take with them a few things they
can carry in a backpack. Leaving
behind many special things and
choosing just what to bring with
you can be difficult. Arriving in a
new place with just the few things
on your back can also mean there
are many basic needs to meet

Transition
Give a five-minute warning when
it is almost time for Large Group.
Encourage students to finish and
clean up their learning activity. As
students move to Large Group, ask
them what they have learned so
far. Bring RK 13: Karen Teaching
ESL and prepare to show TH: May
Video.

upon arrival! Children will play
this backpack-packing relay to help
them think about the challenges
faced by refugees in their transition.
Items needed: two backpacks of similar
size; two each of clothing and personal
items (pants, shirts, socks, hairbrushes,
toothbrushes, Bibles, small stuffed
animals, family photos, etc.)

1. Before the session, fill each
backpack with similar items in the
same number and type. Place the
filled backpacks at one end of the
room.
2. Say: When refugees leave
their homes, they can only bring
with them a few special items.
Everything else must be left behind
and eventually replaced in their
new homes. We will play a relay
race to help us think about this
difficult situation.
3. Divide the group into two equal
teams. Position the teams several
feet away from the backpacks.
Explain that children will run down

to the backpack and unpack the
bag, then run back and tag the next
team member who will run down
and re-pack the backpack. Play
continues until all members of the
team have had a turn.
4. After the game, debrief the
experience. Ask: What items
would you choose to bring in your
backpack? Do you think it would
be really difficult to leave behind
everything else you have? How
would you know how to go about
finding all the things you need in a
new place?
5. Karen Morrow helps refugees
find the things they need to
re-establish their homes in the
United States. She works to help
refugees learn how to shop in
American stores, where to find
support and resources, and how
to navigate new systems in a new
culture.

Large Group
Say: We are beginning a new unit about CBF field personnel Karen
Morrow. Karen works with refugees in Fort Worth, Texas, as they adjust
to their new life in the U.S. She helps with English language classes, early
childhood programs, and Bible studies, but most of her work is being a
good friend. Karen comes alongside individuals and helps them navigate
their everyday life in a new place—like going grocery shopping, reading
the mail, or filling out forms.
Show TH: May Video, an animated video which provides an entertaining
and informative overview of the unit.
Show RK 13: Karen Teaching ESL as you read the story.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Welcoming the World in Our
Neighborhood.”

Pray: Thank you, God, for Karen Morrow and how she shares your love
with neighbors from around the world who are coming to the United
States. Help us to look around our own community and see people we can
reach out to, welcome, and befriend. Amen.
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STORY

Welcoming the World in
Our Neighborhood

Closing Activity

Interviewer: Hi, Karen. Thanks for helping us get to know you
and your work among refugees in Fort Worth. Will you tell us
about your early years and how God called you to ministry?

Mission Activity

Karen: I grew up going to church with my family and learning
about the work of missionaries around the world. When I was
twelve years old, I knew God was calling me to be a crosscultural missionary and help others know about God. When
I grew up and got married, my family moved to a very small
town in Texas! I was a city girl living in the country, so I
began to understand more about living in a different culture.
When my husband finished seminary, we went to Germany as
missionaries, where I finally began to answer God’s call to serve
overseas! In Germany, we served among an unreached people
group from the Middle East.

Introduce the mission project.
See page 3 for details. Say: In
this unit, we are going to learn
how Karen Morrow welcomes
refugees. Think about ways that
you can share a welcome with
others.
Closing Activity
1. Ask: Can you think of a
particular individual who you
may know who is new or
different than you in some way?
How could you be a friend to
this person?

Interviewer: Wow! It is amazing to hear how God gave you a
glimpse of your future as a twelve-year-old and how God began
to prepare you for the work you would be doing. What was life
like in Germany?
Karen: Crossing cultures can be very difficult. We had to ask for
help and depend on others to simply meet our everyday needs.
My German neighbors taught me where to shop and helped
me find a doctor for my children. We were helpless without the
language and cultural knowledge to live in Germany. God used
those friends to teach me compassion.
Interviewer: We know you’re back in Texas now, serving among
refugees. How did that develop?
Karen: Just as God called us to Germany, God called us back
to the United States. We realized there were huge numbers
of refugees coming to the U.S., so we began working among
refugees and immigrants in Fort Worth, Texas. I extend
hospitality and welcome them as they begin a new life in the
U.S. Much of my time is spent simply being the friend I know I
needed when I was in a new culture. I help with basic everyday
tasks like reading mail and filling out forms for jobs and school,
and sharing in life’s joys and sadness. I try to be the presence
of Christ and offer hope and friendship. I can love my neighbor
wherever I am, and God has provided neighbors from around
the world for me to love in my own neighborhood.
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2. Pass out a notecard to each
child. Invite them to put the
name of a particular person on
the card. If they can think of a
particular way to reach out to
that person now, they can add
that to their card, like inviting
them to their birthday party
or to come over to play with
them after school or on the
playground. If they can’t think of
a particular way to reach out to
them yet, encourage them to use
the card as a prayer reminder,
asking God to help them
discover a way to reach out and
be a good friend.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Read the next lesson and begin
thinking about how you will
implement the plans and what
items you need.
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.

2

Making Friends at
Hope Library
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 11: Welcoming Crossword Puzzle and RK 14: Hope
Library.
• Prepare and post RK 17: Allergy Alert so parents will see it.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session children will learn about Hope
Library and the ways that Karen Morrow works with refugee families
to strengthen literacy. They will also connect the hospitality shown by
Abraham and Sarah toward strangers in Genesis 18 to the hospitality
and welcome that Karen and others show the children at Hope
Library.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: Do you like to go to the library?
Karen Morrow asked the refugee families in her community what they
needed, and parents expressed a desire for their children to strengthen
their reading skills. Karen and others developed Hope Library, where
refugee families can come each week to read and be read to, and to
check out books. Point out the learning activities and allow children
to select their activities.

TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Go on a Library Book
Hunt
Hope Library offers refugee families
a place to read, be read to and
check out books to read at home.
Children work with volunteers to
improve their reading skills and
even compete for the chance to earn
prizes and read aloud to the whole
group at the end of each session.
In the spirit of fun competition,
children will go on a book hunt.
Items needed: bookshelf of children’s
books or access to church library

1. Before the session, decide if you
will bring books to your classroom
or take your class to the church
library. If you go to the library,
consider asking your church
librarian to assist with the activity.
Prepare book clues according to the
children’s ages and interests.
2. Say: Several churches came
together to create, organize, and
staff Hope Library for refugee
families to visit each week. The
children get to select books to read
with volunteers while they are
at the library, as well as practice
their reading skills and check out
books to take home. Reading books
together creates opportunities to
build relationships and cultivate
friendships with the families.
3. Divide the group into teams of
two or three children each. Say:
Let’s play a game using these
books. I’ll give you a category or
idea and you have to find that idea

in a book and bring it back to me
to get the point for your team.
4. Use these categories or create
your own to suit the age and ability
of your group: Bible story with a
female character, two books with
a similar conflict, a story with two
characters who are very different,
a book that inspires you in some
way, three books with the same
author, two books from the same
series, etc.
5. Let’s pray for Karen Morrow and
the volunteers who work at Hope
Library each week. Let’s pray that
the relationships they form will
give them many opportunities to
demonstrate Jesus’ love.

Work a Welcoming
Crossword Puzzle

Items needed: copy of RK 11: Welcoming
Crossword Puzzle for each child; Bibles;
pencils

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 11: Welcoming Crossword
Puzzle for each child.
2. Say: In Genesis 18, we read
a story of Abraham and Sarah

SPARK

3. Say: Karen Morrow welcomes
people who are different than her
each day as she seeks to provide
hospitality and friendship to
refugees. Her sometimes small,
but continual and ongoing acts of
relational kindness make a huge
difference to the refugees she
serves.
4. Give each child a copy of RK
11 and a Bible. Encourage the
children to locate Genesis 18 in
their Bibles to find the answers to
the crossword puzzle. Provide help
as needed.

Explore Culture

In Genesis 18,
Abraham and Sarah welcome
strangers and show them great
hospitality. They model for us an
example to welcome the outsider in
our midst. Karen Morrow welcomes
strangers and refugees for meals,
friendship, and relationship as
she helps refugees meet basic
transitional needs.
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showing great hospitality to
strangers who came to their area.
Today you will use your Bible to
learn more about this story as you
answer the crossword puzzle.
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When Karen and her family moved
to Germany and adjusted to life
there, they frequently reminded
themselves of a special phrase,
“It’s not right or wrong, it’s just
different.” Culture is the shared
values and beliefs of a group of
people which result in characteristic
behaviors. This game will help
students realize the challenge to
adapt to all these new cultural ideas
and expectations at once.
Items needed: seven balloons; permanent
marker

1. Before the session, blow up
and tie the balloons. Using a
permanent marker, write one of the
following words on each balloon:
APR • MAY

|

2020

social organization, customs and
traditions, religion, language,
art and literature, government,
economic systems.
2. Say: People from different
cultures will behave differently
than we do. Culture isn’t right or
wrong, good or bad. There are
seven parts of culture. I have listed
them on these seven balloons.
3. Select a child and invite him or
her to attempt to pick up the seven
balloons at the same time. Then
ask the child to do a very simple,
ordinary task as well, like writing
his or her name with a pencil. It
will be very challenging to hold on
to the seven balloons and do the
simple task. Take turns giving every
child a chance to try. Then allow
a second child to help the first
child hold the balloons and do the
simple task. It will be much easier.
4. Say: This experiment simulates
the experience of a new refugee
trying to learn everything about

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Encourage them to
complete their activity and clean
up the learning activities. While
waiting for the whole group to
arrive, ask the students about their
learning activities. Bring RK 14:
Hope Library to Large Group.

American culture all at once, as
well as trying to do even the most
basic of tasks. It can be incredibly
overwhelming! But having
someone come alongside and help
you makes the job much more
manageable. Karen Morrow tries
to be that kind of friend to new
refugees.

Share International
Treats
Refugees from around the world
often go out of their way to serve
their very best to guests who come
to their homes. Today students will
taste a few of the treats popular in
the refugees’ home countries.

Some suggested international
foods are: Sudan—sesame candy
or boiled peanuts; Congo—fried
plantains or grilled corn on the cob;
Afghanistan—nuts, dried fruits,
naan bread; Somalia—hummus
and pita; Syria—chopped tomato,
cucumber, green pepper, and lemon
salad (cut and mixed).
2. Say: Many traditional foods
from around the world are a regular
part of an American diet. Today
we will sample some different
snack foods common in the native
countries of refugees to the United
States. These foods remain favorites
among the refugees with whom
Karen Morrow works.
3. Offer a prayer of thanks for
the food before sharing the
international tastes together.

Items needed: international food items;
paper plates; RK 17: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, gather and
prepare the foods that the children
will sample. Post RK 17: Allergy
Alert where parents will take note.

Large Group
Say: Today we are going to hear about one of the ministries Karen Morrow
has developed in Fort Worth. Karen realized that refugee parents wanted
their children to have more opportunities to learn to read and improve
their English. After an extensive book collection drive, Karen wound up
with over 2,000 books to sort, label, stamp, and catalog. Along with a
group of churches, whose members agreed to volunteer each week at the
library, Karen runs the library for families each Monday night.
Say: When parents and children come to Hope Library each week, they are
welcomed at the library and given hope as they gain confidence in their
reading. Show RK 14: Hope Library.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Making Friends at Hope Library.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for the work that the churches and Karen Morrow
are doing each week through Hope Library. Allow them to offer generous
hospitality and friendship to the refugee families, so that they will come to
know God’s love for them. Amen.
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STORY

Making Friends at Hope Library
Closing Activity

“Good afternoon, Dauda. I’m so glad you could come to Hope
Library today. Thank you for taking such good care of the book
you checked out last week! I’ll return that book for you while
you look for a new book to take home with you this week,” said
Julia, a volunteer at Hope Library.

Mission Activity:

A few minutes later, Dauda returned. “Julia, I found a book. Will
you read it with me now?” “Yes, let’s sit down right over here.
I’m glad you chose this story. It’s one from the Bible. It’s the
story in Genesis 18 of Abraham and Sarah welcoming strangers,”
said Julia.
Julia began to read: “One day Abraham was sitting at the
entrance of his tent in the middle of the day. He looked up and
saw three men standing nearby. He quickly got up and went
over to them and said, ‘Please stop for a while and stay with us.
I’ll get water to wash your feet and bring you some food to eat
while you rest.’ They said, ‘Yes, thank you.’”

Closing Activity:

Julia smiled at Dauda and continued: “So Abraham hurried to
tell Sarah to prepare some of her best bread. Then he brought
the visitors milk, roasted calf, and bread and stood with them
under the tree to eat. The men asked, ‘Where is your wife
Sarah?’ Abraham said, ‘She is in the tent.’ One of the men said,
‘I will be coming back here next year, and by the time I arrive,
Sarah will have a son.’ Sarah was listening from the entrance
of the tent and laughed to herself at that thought! She and
Abraham were very old and well past the normal age to have
children. She thought to herself, ‘After I am old and tired and my
husband is old, will I now have a child?’”
“Then the Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and
say, “Am I too old to have a child?’” Is anything too hard for
the Lord?’ The Lord continued to tell Abraham how he would
use Abraham to make a great and powerful nation and how all
people on earth would be blessed through him.”
Dauda closed the book and hugged it to his chest. “Thank you
for reading to me today, Julia. I love coming to Hope Library to
hear stories each week,” said Dauda.
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Choose a date for the mission
project, which can be
incorporated into one of your
regular class sessions. Purchase
the welcome mats and gather
the needed supplies.

1. Ask: Can you see any
similarities between the Bible
story we heard today about
Abraham and Sarah and the
welcoming ministry of Karen
Morrow to refugees in Fort
Worth?
2. Say: Hebrews 13:2 says, “Do
not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some
have shown hospitality to angels
without knowing it.” How do
you think this verse connects
these two stories?
3. Remind the children to pray
for the work of Karen Morrow
and the volunteers who serve
each week at Hope Library to
welcome children and families
and strengthen their English
reading skills.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with other
leaders. Plan for next week’s
activities. How does this lesson
impact you personally? How can
you continue to reflect on the
lesson in the week ahead?
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

3

An Unlikely
Friendship
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up activities in separate
areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 12: Great Commandment Art and RK 15: Sharing
Friendship.
• Locate TH: John 3:16 in Many Languages and TH: Listen to Verses.
• Prepare and post RK 17: Allergy Alert so that parents will see it.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session children will learn about an
unexpected partnership between a local Hispanic church and the
refugees from Congo, Sudan, Enitrea, and Iraq with whom Karen
Morrow works. Children will be challenged to look for ways they can
build relationships with people in their own neighborhoods, schools,
and churches and offer Christian friendship.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: How many of you go to Vacation
Bible School each summer? What’s your favorite part of VBS? Today
we’re going to learn about Karen Morrow’s work with refugees from
many different countries and how a Hispanic church in Fort Worth
decided to partner with Karen in friendship ministry to these families.
Point out the learning activities and allow children to select their
activities.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Enjoy a Fruity Faces
Snack
As a part of Vacation Bible School,
children enjoy making fun snacks
each day. The Hispanic Church
that hosted VBS for Muslim and
Christian refugees brought together
many cultures, languages, and even
faiths as they taught about Jesus
in fun ways. Children will use their
creativity to make fun fruity faces
for a snack.
Items needed: apple slices; orange
slices; banana slices; raisins; pineapple
cubes; grapes; marshmallows; toothpicks;
marshmallow cream; plates; RK 17:
Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, post RK
17: Allergy Alert in a place where
parents can take notice. Wash and
prepare the fruit for easy access by
the children.
2. Encourage the children to wash
their hands before beginning the
activity. Give each child a paper
plate, a small blob of marshmallow
cream to use as “glue” and some
toothpicks. Allow them to choose
which fruits they would like to use
to create a funny fruit face for their
snack today.
3. Say: Karen Morrow connected
two groups of people who live near
each other. A Hispanic church that
is close to the apartments where
many refugee families live invited
the refugees to Vacation Bible
School, friendship, and soccer!

4. Say: As a part of Vacation Bible
School, children enjoyed making
fun snacks each day. The church
that hosted VBS for Muslim and
Christian refugees brought together
many cultures, languages, and even
faiths as they taught about Jesus in
fun ways.
5. Pray, thanking God for unlikely
friendships and the ways these
relationships in Fort Worth can
continue to strengthen. Pray, also
thanking God for the snack.

Play a Congolese
Game
Recreation is always a favorite
part of VBS! As children play
together, differences matter less
and friendships are started. This
game is a favorite of the Congolese
children with whom Karen works.

When the Hispanic church
reached out to refugees from many
countries, languages of many
kinds came together. John 3:16
reminds us that God loves the
WHOLE world. Children will look
at and listen to this verse in several
languages.

1. Say: Recreation is always a
favorite part of VBS! As children
play together, differences matter
less and friendships are started.
This game is a favorite of the
Congolese children with whom
Karen works.
2. Have children sit in a circle with
their eyes closed. One person is
selected to be “it.” He or she takes
the object and places it behind one
of the children. When they do so,
they tap the child on the back. The
person tapped jumps up, picks up
the object and chases “it” back to
their original spot. If the person

SPARK

3. After playing for a while, ask the
group if they think this is a game
anyone could play, even children
who speak different languages.
Help them to see that playing
games is an easy way to include
new people. Ask them to consider
how they could include new
children in their neighborhood, or
new kids at school in the ways that
they play on a daily basis. Refugees
and other newcomers appreciate
a simple welcome in everyday
activities.

Look at God’s Word in
Many Languages

Items needed: small object
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catches “it,” he or she must sit in
the middle of the circle. This game
is very similar to Duck, Duck,
Goose but with no words, only an
object.
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Items needed: TH: John 3:16 in Many
Languages; TH: Listen to Verses; Bibles;
computer or other device

1. Before the session, locate TH:
John 3:16 in Many Languages
and print or prepare to show John
3:16 written in English, Albanian,
Spanish, and Swahili.
2. Invite the children to find
John 3:16 in their Bibles and
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read it together in English. Show
the children the verse written in
different languages.
3. Say: As Karen works with
people who speak many languages
and tries to be the presence of
Christ to them, she reminds them
that God so loved ALL the world—
every language, every culture, every
country, every refugee, every U.S.
citizen—that he sent his son to be
the Savior of the world.
4. Ask the children to attempt
to read John 3:16 in one of the
other languages. After they have
struggled to pronounce the words,
locate TH: Listen to Verses and play
the verse aloud in each language,
using Google Translate. Talk about
how different each language
sounds. Remind the children that
even though the words sound
different, they all mean the same
thing: God loves everyone in the
whole world!

Transition
Give students a five-minute
warning before it is time to
move to Large Group. Encourage
them to complete their learning
activities and clean up their areas
before coming to Large Group. As
children gather, ask them about
their learning activities. Bring RK
15: Sharing Friendship.

5. Invite one of the children to
offer a prayer for Karen and the
work she does with people from
all over the world right here in the
United States.

pastels or special markers; scissors; glue
sticks; black construction paper; Bible

Create Great
Commandment Art

2. Ask: Do any of you know the
great commandment Jesus gave?
Today we are going to create art as
a visual reminder of how we are to
love God and love our neighbors.

1. Before the session, copy RK
12: Great Commandment Art on
cardstock for each child.

In Luke 10:27, Jesus said, “Love
the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, with
all your strength and with all your
mind. And love your neighbor as
yourself.” Karen Morrow offers
friendship and welcome to refugees
because she is Christian. Students
will make an art print of this
verse to display in their home as a
reminder of Jesus’ words about how
to treat our neighbors.

3. Open the Bible to Luke 10:
27 and read aloud the great
commandment.
4. Give each child a copy of RK 12.
Explain how to use the oil pastels
or special markers to color in all
the space on the page.
5. Show children how to glue their
finished coloring page onto black
construction paper as a frame.

Items needed: copy of RK 12: Great
Commandment Art for each child; oil

Large Group
Say: During this unit we have been talking about Karen Morrow and her
work among refugees in Fort Worth, Texas. Today we’re going to hear
about an unlikely partnership and the friendships that developed between
people of many different cultures, languages, and faiths. Show RK 15:
Sharing Friendship as you tell the story.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “An Unlikely Friendship.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for opening our eyes to people around us who
are different. Help us to be people, like the members of Iglesia Bautista
Victoria en Christo, who reach out to people around us who need a friend,
even if they are different. We pray for the relationships that have been
and will continue to be built in Fort Worth among immigrants of different
faiths. Amen.
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STORY

An Unlikely Friendship
As Karen hung up the phone with Pastor Carlos, she offered a quick
prayer of thanks to God. “Thank you, God, for opening the eyes of
this church to partner with refugees.”
Pastor Carlos of Iglesia Bautista Victoria en Cristo, a Hispanic church
in Fort Worth, had told Karen his church wanted to partner with
Karen in ministering to the refugees. Most of his congregation were
people whose parents or grandparents had immigrated to the United
States, and they understood many of the needs for relationship and
friendship of new refugees as they learned to live in a new place.
The church’s youth minister, Anyra, began taking the youth group
to Park Terrace Apartments to play and build relationships with
the refugee children and youth on Tuesday evenings. At the end
of the summer, they invited all the children to come to VBS. Karen
borrowed a van from another partner church, drove it to the
apartments, and loaded it up each night with eighteen children of
Muslim and Christian backgrounds from Congo, Sudan, Enitrea, and
Iraq.
On the second night of VBS as the children were climbing into the
van, one of the boys from Sudan asked Karen why he should go
to VBS. “They are Christians and are teaching the Bible to us. I am
Muslim,” he said. Karen responded that the Bible was a holy book
and that we can all learn from it. The boy paused briefly to think,
and then jumped into the van for another night of fun.
Later that night the children were asked if they remembered the
verse of the week. The first hand up was a Muslim Iraqi boy who
quoted it perfectly. As the children left for the next activity, Karen
saw the boy’s father in the back of the room. The father had come to
see what the children were learning, and rather than being upset, he
was proud of his son.
That father later asked Pastor Carlos if he played soccer. The Iraqi
father told Pastor Carlos how much he and his Muslim friends
missed playing soccer. Now on Sunday evenings, the Hispanic men
of the church and refugee Iraqi Muslims are playing soccer together
and building friendships. Pastor Carlos is grateful for the ways his
church has been blessed by these new relationships and how his
congregation is building friendships with people of other faiths.
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Closing Activity
Mission Activity:
As you prepare for the mission
project, decide where the
welcome mats will be used. If
they will be used in your own
church, consider asking one
of your ministers to visit your
class and offer a prayer for the
spirit of welcome to be present
throughout your church.
Closing Activity:
1. Say: Today we learned about
a Hispanic church reaching out
to partner with Karen Morrow
in her work with international
refugees.
2. Ask: How do you think
this unlikely partnership is a
reflection of the Kingdom of
God? What do you think the
Kingdom of God looks like? Who
does it include?
3. Remind children of the
mission project you will be
completing this month and
how they can help by bringing
supplies or in praying for the
work you will do.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with other
leaders and look ahead to
the next session. Consider
the activities you will do and
the preparations to be made.
Reflect on today’s lesson and
consider how you can be a part
of bringing God’s Kingdom on
earth as it is in heaven.
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts

4

A Welcome Home
Celebration
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up activities in separate
areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 16: New Home.
• Locate TH: Sudanese Celebration.
• Post RK 17: Allergy Alert where parents can see it.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session children will learn about Karen
Morrow’s work with refugees to offer welcome, friendship, ESL
classes, job and housing assistance, Bible study and celebration in
life’s joys. Karen’s ministry can be overwhelming at times, but she is
a consistent presence and persistent mentor to many refugees through
all the transitions they face.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: What can you tell me about Karen
Morrow’s work that we’ve explored so far? Have you had a chance
to welcome someone new in your neighborhood, school, or here at
church? Let’s continue to learn about the work Karen is doing among
refugees. Explain the learning activities and allow children to choose
what they would like to do.

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Visit a Middle Eastern
Home
Karen helps refugees learn about
American culture, but she also
celebrates with them by sharing
some of their traditional cultural
experiences. Karen has fostered
friendships with many women from
the Middle East through ESL and
Bible study classes. Today children
will pretend to visit a Middle
Eastern home and experience the
warm hospitality of their host.
Items needed: plastic colorful tablecloth;
hot black tea; sugar cubes; small clear
cups with no handles; dried fruit;
shortbread cookies; napkins, RK 17:
Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, prepare the
tea and keep it hot in a thermos.
Post RK 17: Allergy Alert where
parents will take note.
2. As the children arrive, request
that they leave their shoes outside
the door. Greet each child with
two air kisses, one on each side of
the face. Invite them to come in
and sit down on the floor on the
plastic tablecloth, which represents
the beautifully colored rugs many
Middle Eastern homes would have.
3. Seat the oldest guest facing the
door. The youngest members sit on
the edges of the tablecloth. Serve
the tea and snacks.
4. Say: Karen helps refugees
learn about life in the United
States, but she also shares with
them in the traditions of their

home countries. Karen has made
friends with many women from
the Middle East through English
as a Second Language and Bible
study classes as well as through the
Hope Library. Many refugees have
welcomed Karen into their homes
and served their best.
5. Offer a prayer for the food
before enjoying the Middle Eastern
snack together.

Play a Baby Shower
Game
One way that Karen
has helped to celebrate
life’s joys with the refugee families
is in the American custom of
hosting baby showers. The women
enjoy the time to share together
and celebrate the coming birth just
as American families do. Today
the children will play a fun baby
shower game.
Items needed: two baby dolls; two
diapers; two blindfolds

1. Divide the group into two
teams. Kids on each team will
take turns running down to the
dolls, putting on the blindfold,
and then diapering the baby doll,
while blindfolded. Next, the child
will take off the diaper, remove
the blindfold, and return to tag the
next player on their team. The first
team to have all players complete
the task wins.
2. Say: Karen Morrow builds
relationships by sharing life’s joys
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with the refugee families. She helps
host baby showers to celebrate
with the women in the happy
moments of life. Karen is also there
to walk alongside families as they
face sad and challenging times.
3. Pray that Karen will have
opportunities to show Christ’s love
to all the families she helps.

Explore What the
Bible Says
The Bible is filled
with verses that give
us direction about how to treat the
outsider, the refugee, or the person
in need. Karen Morrow uses these
verses as her guiding principles for
the work that she does to meet the
basic needs of refugees and offer
friendship to them.
Items needed: Bibles; index cards

1. Before the session, write the
following verse references on index
cards (one reference per card):
Micah 6:8, 1 John 3:17-18, Proverbs
31:8, 2 Corinthians 5:15.
2. Give each child or pair of
children an index card. Tell them
to look up the verse in the Bible
and share the verse aloud with the
group.
3. Ask each child or pair of
children to share how they think
that verse relates to the work Karen
Morrow does and the way that
each of us is to love our neighbors.

APR • MAY

|

2020

Join a Sudanese
Celebration
When Nyaduan and her husband,
Lal, left South Sudan as refugees
they knew the days ahead would
not be easy. As they struggled to
make a new life for themselves
in the United States, things were
challenging. Karen Morrow walked
alongside this family for many
years. As they moved into their first
home of their own, they celebrated
and thanked the many people who
helped them achieve their long-term
goals.
Items needed: TH: Sudanese Celebration;
computer or other device

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone
to help and then move to Large
Group. While all the children are
gathering, ask the students to tell
about their learning activities.
Bring RK 16: New Home to Large
Group.

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Sudanese Celebration and prepare
to show the video on a computer
or other device. Preview the video
and select a portion of the video to
show.

helped them achieve their longterm goals.
4. Show a portion of TH: Sudanese
Celebration. Say: Let’s watch this
video of a Sudanese celebration.

2. Say: Refugees enjoy celebrating
in many traditional ways using
dance, songs, and instruments
from their home countries. When
Nyaduan and her husband, Lal,
left South Sudan as refugees,
they knew the days ahead would
not be easy. As they struggled to
make a new life for themselves
in the United States, things were
challenging. Karen Morrow walked
alongside this family for many
years.
3. As they moved into their first
home of their own, they celebrated
and thanked the many people who

Large Group
Say: We are finishing our study about the work of Karen Morrow among
refugees in Fort Worth. Karen says that much of what she does is simply
being a friend and building community. The Congolese people that Karen
works with call her “Mama Karen.” The Iraqis and Afghans call her “aunt”
or “grandmother.” To the Burmese, she is “teacher.” All of these are names
of endearment, yet more than anything she wants for them to recognize in
her that she is a follower of Christ.
Say: As we see the many different ways that Karen is a friend who shares
Christ’s love with all those to whom she ministers, let us consider ways we
can share Christ’s love in our daily lives too.
Say: Let’s hear about Karen’s long-term friendship with a family from
Sudan. Show RK 16: New Home to the students as you tell the story.

Tell the Story: Tell the Story, “A Welcome Home Celebration.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for all the many ways that Karen Morrow is
demonstrating your love to the refugees in Fort Worth. Continue to give
her Christians to come alongside and help her with the long-term work of
helping refugees make the United States their new home. Amen.
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STORY

A Welcome Home Celebration
Closing Activity

“Welcome, welcome Karen! Please come in and sit down.
I am so happy to see you today,” said Nyaduan. As Karen
came in, Nyaduan offered her a glass of lemonade to drink.
Karen tasted the sweet, refreshing lemonade. “Karen, do you
remember when we first met?” asked Nyaduan. “Do you
remember how I only knew a few English words when we
first came here from Sudan?”

Mission Activity:
1. Complete your mission
activity for the month. Prepare
to give the welcome mats to the
appropriate group.

“I remember,” said Karen, “but I also remember how
determined you were to learn. When you came to my English
as a Second Language class, you were a good student and
you always worked hard to learn.” Nyaduan said, “Those
classes were a place of hope for me. I had never learned to
read or write in the language of my home country, but you
helped me learn to read and write in English!”

2. Spend a few moments
praying for the feet that will
cross over those mats in the
weeks and months to come. If
the mats are for your church,
pray that as people enter your
church, they will feel welcomed
and be offered friendship. If you
have made mats for individual
homes, pray for all the people
who will be greeted warmly by
those mats each day that they
may know God’s love for them.

“I’ll never forget the smile on your face when you read your
first book,” said Karen. “You knew that learning to read and
write in English would let you help your children with their
homework and school assignments. It also helped you start
looking for jobs here in the United States.”
“How many applications do you think we filled out
together?” asked Nyaduan. “Was it 10? 20? Maybe more? You
helped me so much as I filled out each job application, and
you even went with me to job interviews. We hunted for
days and weeks and months before I got my first job here!”

Closing Activity:
1. Ask: What are some new
things about refugees that you
have learned in this unit?

“I thought you never would find a job,” said Karen, “But you
always told me, ‘Don’t worry, Karen, God has a job for me.
We will wait!’ And so, we waited.” “And now I have a good
job, cleaning at the hospital,” said Nyaduan. “And God has
provided us with this wonderful new home through Habitat
for Humanity! So many people in this community came
together to help us build it. I would never have dreamed I
could have a home like this for my family! We are so grateful
for all of your help, Karen, and for your friendship and for
the ways you have shown us God’s love. We have so much to
celebrate and so many things for which to be thankful! It has
been a long transition to adjusting to everything in our new
country, but now we are U.S. citizens and can help others
adjust to life here, too.”
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2. Pray: Thank God for the
work of Karen Morrow as she
continues to provide welcome
and friendship to refugees in
Fort Worth.
3. As parents arrive, thank
the children for listening and
learning well in this unit.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the unit and mission
activity with other leaders. Look
ahead to the next unit and begin
planning for the next unit’s
learning activities.
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C B F C H I L D R E N ’ S M I S S I ONAL FOR M ATION RESOURCE

Resource Kit

RESOURCE
KIT

1

Roma Flag
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 1, “Make a Roma Flag” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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English

English

English

hello

yes

no

English

English

English

goodnight

thank you

please

Slovak

Slovak

Slovak

dobrý deň

áno

nie

[DOH bree den]

[AH noh]

[NYEE eh]

Slovak

Slovak

Slovak

dobrú noc

Ďakujem

prosím

[DOH broo nohts]

[JAH koo yehm]

[pro SEEM]

RESOURCE
KIT

2

Slovak Words
Leader: Make copies and cut apart the cards.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 1, “Learn Slovak Words” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

3

Fill a Backpack
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 2, “Fill a Backpack” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

4

Valentine Designs
Leader: Make copies on pink, red, purple, and white paper
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 3, “Make Valentines” Learning Activity

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

5

Map of Slovakia
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 4, “Color a Map of Slovakia” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

6

Roma Children
CBF field personnel Jon and Tanya Parks work with about 200 Roma children in schools. They
teach Bible stories that incorporate English vocabulary, which helps Roma children communicate.
The Parks focus on a different Bible theme every month.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

7

UNIT 1

Jon and Tanya Parks
CBF field personnel Jon and Tanya Parks live in Kosice, Slovakia, where they work with Roma
children, teenagers, and their families. They teach Bible classes to Roma children at school, and
they encourage children to stay in school to have better opportunities and break the cycle of
poverty.
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Children with Valentines
Although children do not typically receive Valentines in Slovakia, these Roma children were
thrilled to get Valentine cards made by a church in the United States. These were the first
Valentines the Roma children had ever received.

UNIT 1
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Refugee Word Search
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 1, “Work a Refugee Word Search” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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Speak up for the
people who have no
voice, for the rights of
all the down-and-outers.
Speak up for justice!
Stand up for the poor
and destitute!”
(Proverbs 31:8-9)
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Proverbs 31:8-9 Puzzle
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 1, “Learn a Bible Verse” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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ACROSS

DOWN

3. What surprising news did the guest give Abraham? Next year Sarah will have a _____. Genesis
18:10

1. What was the visitor’s response to Sarah’s laughter?
Is anything too hard for the _______ Genesis 18:14

5. What was Sarah’s reaction to the news? Genesis
18:11
6. What did Sarah make for the guests? Genesis 18:6
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2. Abraham selected his finest _____ for a servant to
prepare. Genesis 18:7
4. How many men came to visit? Genesis 18:2

Welcoming Crossword Puzzle
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 2, “Work a Welcoming Crossword Puzzle” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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Great Commandment Art
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 3, “Create Great Commandment Art” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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Karen Teaching ESL
Karen Morrow teaches English as a Second Language classes to refugees seeking to learn English to
help them navigate their new lives in the United States. She shows welcome and friendship as she
walks alongside her students.

UNIT 2
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UNIT 2

Hope Library
Hope Library, in Fort Worth, Texas, offers refugees a place to borrow books, to read and work on
English language skills and to develop relationships with American friends. Several churches have
partnered together to collect the books, organize and establish the library, and staff it with weekly
helpers.
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Sharing Friendship
Karen Morrow, CBF field personnel, shares friendship with the many refugees she meets in Fort
Worth, Texas. She strives to be the presence of Christ as she helps them adjust to a new life and
culture in the U.S.

UNIT 2
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UNIT 2

New Home
CBF field personnel Karen Morrow has been walking alongside Nyaduan and her family for a long
time. From initially teaching her English, to helping her get a job, and finally celebrating their new
home, Karen’s friendship has been invaluable to Nyaduan as her family transitioned to a new life
in a new country.
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Allergy Alert

If your child is allergic to any of these items,
please inform your child’s leader.
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JOIN US IN

PRAYER
THE PRESENCE OF

CHRIST

Prayers
People
of the

The Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship’s
Yearlong Guide
to Prayer

Prayers of the People is CBF’s year-long guide
to prayer, introducing you to field personnel,
chaplains, pastoral counselors and churches doing
extraordinary work around our world. The guide
includes weekly prayer focus, as well as birthdays of
field personnel, chaplains, pastoral counselors and
CBF staff to pray for during the week.

2019-20

www.cbf.net/pray
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Join us at www.cbf.net/pray

