| 2020
APR • MAY
C B F P R E S C H O O L M I S S I ONAL FOR M AT I ON R E S O URCE

Equal Education for All
Including and Encouraging the Roma Community in Slovakia

You’re Welcome!
Extending Hospitality and Friendship to Refugees in Fort Worth, Texas

About the cover
Roma children in Kosice, Slovakia, are
often overlooked and neglected by their
communities. CBF field personnel Jon and
Tanya Parks work through the local schools
and other partners to show the children that
they are loved and accepted.
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About Form

•

Welcome to Form—missional formation curriculum
for teachers of preschoolers ages three to
kindergarten. Each issue of Form contains two units
filled with age-appropriate activities and stories
that provide preschoolers with meaningful learning
experiences and help them to develop a missional
lifestyle.
Form encourages preschoolers to:
• Wonder at the creativity of God in creation,
culture, people, language, and geography.
• Experience the love of God for themselves
and for all creation.
• Explore Scripture and the example of Jesus
that challenges them to love and serve others.
• Nurture an attentiveness to the work of God’s
Spirit in the world.
• Discover the ways God has equipped them
with certain gifts, passions, and interests.
• Meet individuals who are joining in God’s
mission to bring healing and wholeness to the
world.
• Grow in their capacity to love and care for
others.

•

•

A stated Teaching/Learning Aim to guide
teachers as they create a specific learning
environment for preschoolers.
A list of Other Sources of Information that
can assist the teacher and student in going
deeper into the unit’s theme.
A Word Bank with pronunciation guides and
definitions for new vocabulary in the unit.

Session Pages
Each session is structured for a 45-minute to onehour time frame and includes a variety of learning
center activities as well as a large group experience
to synthesize learning. At the beginning of each
session, teachers will find Session Preparation
steps as well as a Session Focus to guide
conversation throughout the session. Helpful time
indicators and icons guide teachers in preparing and
leading each session.
Each unit includes Resource Kit (RK) pages
that include session photos, worksheets, and games
that correspond with learning center activities or
Large Group Time. These pages can be found in the
file labeled “Resource Kit” that was included in the
purchase of your Form download.

Learning Centers

Using Form
Form can be used weekly in traditional missionfocused classes or in other settings when you
desire to give special emphasis to the Christian’s
missional calling. Some ideas include:
• Once a month in Sunday School.
• A full month per quarter in Sunday School.
• Throughout the summer in Sunday School.
• During children’s worship or extended
session.

Unit Introduction
The Unit Introduction provides the following:
• An overview of the unit’s missional theme
and its connection to the Bible.
• Basic information about the missional
individuals the preschoolers will meet during
the unit, including an Info Bank with at-aglance facts.
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Learning centers allow boys and girls to move freely
in areas of the room, discovering, exploring, and
experiencing activities designed to help them learn.
Through conversation teachers provide assistance
and guidance. Preschoolers work at their own
pace either independently or with a small group,
according to their interests and abilities. They may
choose to work in several centers, moving from
one center to another during a session, or they may
choose to work in only one center.
Learning centers should be attractive, inviting,
age-level and developmentally appropriate, and
require little adult supervision. Centers should
facilitate the natural flow of traffic and may utilize
tables, walls, the floor, carpet and carpet squares,
shelves, back of shelves, tents, space under tables,
boxes, etc.
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Additional Resources
for the Teacher

Each session includes the following learning centers:
The Homeliving Center provides preschoolers with
opportunities to act out living at home and other dramatic
activities.

Free online Teacher Helps can
be found under the “Form” icon
at www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
References to Teacher Help items
are designated with TH.

Preschoolers will have the opportunity to express themselves
creatively with a variety of art activities in the Art Center.
Preschoolers find satisfaction working puzzles, manipulating a
variety of objects, and building with blocks when they visit the
Blocks and Puzzles Center.

Each unit includes a downloadable
video at www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

In the Nature Center, preschoolers examine, explore, and
manipulate a variety of nature objects and materials.

Visit cbf.net/shop to order free
copies or download Prayers of the
People, a yearlong guide to prayer
for CBF’s missions and ministries.

Boys and girls will enjoy looking at books, reading them, or
having them read in the Books Center.

Subscribe for free to fellowship!
magazine at www.cbf.net. Stories
of CBF field personnel and mission
engagement can complement Form
lessons.

Preschoolers enjoy singing, listening to music, playing and
exploring musical instruments, playing musical games, and
dancing in the Music and Movement Center.
Many activities suggested in the learning centers are appropriate
for both younger and older preschoolers. Otherwise, you will
find separate activities identified for either younger or older
preschoolers.

Join “CBF Mission Teachers”
on Facebook and join in the
conversation with others
passionate about missional
formation for preschoolers!

Bible thoughts and prayer phrases are interspersed throughout the
learning centers for teachers to incorporate in their conversations
with the preschoolers.

Leading Large Group Time
Large Group Time is “all together time” when preschoolers transition
from learning centers and gather for a large group experience.
Patiently assist boys and girls in bringing their chairs and forming
either a circle or semicircle in front of you. Outlining a circle or
semicircle on the floor with masking tape will give the boys and girls
visual clues as to where to place their chairs. Or, you may want them
to sit on the floor around you.
Large Group Time is designed for those who are three years
old and older. It is the time when the teacher reinforces the mission
concepts that were introduced in the learning centers. The boys and
girls will converse, hear a story, pray, and from time to time, play
games and enjoy musical experiences.
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UNIT

1

Theme: Education for
Everyone

People focus: Jon and
Tanya Parks in Kosice,
Slovakia

Ministry focus: Literacy
and education ministries
with Roma in Slovakia

Scripture focus: Luke

INFO BANK

2:40

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

Equal Education
for All
by

Stephanie Ezell

Can you imagine being excluded from the many areas of the community
where you live? What if people looked down on you in your town because
of your background or heritage? What if your child didn’t have access
to an equal education? Many Roma families who live in Slovakia have
these experiences because the Roma people have not been fully accepted
into the Slovak culture.
School subjects are taught
in the Slovak language,
although most Roma
families speak Romani.
Roma families often face
discrimination and are
socially and economically
at a disadvantage.
In Luke 2:40, we learn
about Jesus growing in
stature and in wisdom
CBF field personnel Jon and Tanya Parks
with God. Jesus went to
encourage Roma children in Kosice, Slovakia, to
the temple as a twelvesucceed in school by teaching them Slovak and
year-old, and he had so
English. They also use Bible stories to tell the
much knowledge that he
children that they are loved and accepted.
was able to talk to the
priests and the teachers
with great insight. As Jesus grew, emotionally, physically and spiritually,
his relationship with God grew as well. Since Jesus was both human and
divine, he also needed the nurturing presence of his family, an education
that would challenge his mind, and a steady, growing relationship with
God. Children all over the world need to have their physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs met, and to be fully included in their communities.
Jon and Tanya Parks are Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel
who work in Kosice, Slovakia, with the Roma and Slovak communities.
The Roma people are not fully included by the Slovak culture, and they
often live in more impoverished situations than Slovak families. Most
Roma children speak Romani, but at school subjects are taught in Slovak,
which makes getting an education very challenging for Roma children and
teenagers. Jon and Tanya believe that all children should have access to
a good education and that they should hear how much God loves them.
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Other Sources of
Information

The Parkses lead English Bible clubs each week in several schools
with about 200 children in kindergarten through fifth grade. They
teach different Bible stories each month, and they connect English
vocabulary in the lessons. Jon and Tanya also work with children
in Kosice neighborhoods, and in a crisis center. In addition, they
lead discipleship groups for teenagers in a village close by. The
Parkses believe that education and learning about God’s love are
key elements that can help Roma children and families start to make
their way out of generational poverty.
Jon and Tanya also work with Roma families to emphasize the
importance of children and teenagers staying in school. Many Roma
children and teenagers drop out of school to work or because they
are bored, so Jon and Tanya work to educate the whole family
on the need to complete school so that Roma children have more
opportunities when they graduate.
Jon and Tanya collaborate with Roma pastors and worship
leaders, and they host worship services in their home once a month.
Since they are both musicians, Jon and Tanya use music as part of
their ministry with children and teenagers.
It can be easy for us to expect that a good education will be
easily accessible, that we will be included in our communities, and
that we will be treated equally. However, for the Roma people, this
is a daily struggle. Let’s do what we can in our own neighborhoods
and communities to show God’s love, and pray for Jon and Tanya as
they include and teach the Roma community.

1. Visit Jon and Tanya Parks’ blog at
www.prayingwithfeet.wordpress.com.
2. Visit www.cbf.net/parks to learn
more about the Parkses’ ministry.
3. Read more about the Parkses’
ministry on their Facebook page: “Jon
and Tanya Parks Roma Ministry in
Slovakia.”
4. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps for
more information for this unit.

Stephanie Ezell teaches PreK–4 at Episcopal School of Baton Rouge,
and she writes a variety of curriculum for adults and children. Her
husband, Leonard, is the pastor of Broadmoor Baptist Church, and
they have two sons.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, preschoolers will
learn that God loves all of us as
we learn and grow. They will
listen to stories about Jon and
Tanya Parks, who work with the
Roma people in Kosice, Slovakia.
They will learn about how the
Parkses are giving Roma children
an opportunity to get good
educations, where they can know
they are loved, included, and
valued.

WO R D B A N K
education: process of receiving or giving systematic instruction,
especially at a school

Kosice [KOH shi tsay]: city in eastern Slovakia with origins from the
medieval period, close to the Hungarian border

literacy: the ability to read and write
poverty: scarcity or lack of material possessions or money
Roma [ROH mah]: ethnic group of people who originated in northern
India, and live principally in Europe

Slovakia [sloh VAH kee uh]: country in Central Europe, formed in
1993 out of the former Czechoslovakia; bordered by Austria, the Czech
Republic, Poland, Ukraine, and Hungary
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SESSION

1

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.

God’s Love in My
Language
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read the entire session, including any background material.
• Gather RK 1: Roma Flag, RK 2: Slovak Words Book, and RK 5:
Roma Children.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: April Video. This animated video
provides an entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
• Find a globe for Large Group Time.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
• Locate TH: Pierogi Recipe; TH: Sochy, Sochy, TH: Roma Flag, TH:
Slovakia Puzzles, and TH: Hear Slovak Words.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
the ministry of Jon and Tanya Parks with Roma and Slovak people
groups in Kosice, Slovakia. Through learning activities and hearing a
story about Roma children, they will discover the importance of Roma
children getting a good education at school. They will learn about
how Jon and Tanya teach Bible classes that engage Roma children
intellectually, spiritually, and emotionally.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers

Taste Pierogi

The learning centers give
preschoolers hands-on experiences
to learn more about Jon and
Tanya Parks and their work with
Roma children and families. Walk
around to the different learning
centers and help the children with
activities as needed.

Items needed: recipe ingredients; TH:
Pierogi Recipe; skillet; pot; plates; forks;
RK 15: Allergy Alert

Recipe ingredients:
2 teaspoons butter
4 slices bacon, chopped
½ yellow onion, diced
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5 medium Yukon Gold potatoes,
peeled and halved
salt and pepper to taste
1 large egg
1½ cups farmer’s cheese, or any
cheese blend
1 tablespoon water
50 wonton wrappers, or as needed
1 cup sour cream
¼ cup chopped fresh chives, if
desired
Makes 25 servings (2 pierogi per
person)
A p r • M ay | 2020

1. Before the session, prepare the
recipe, following the instructions
found in TH: Pierogi Recipe.
Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy
Alert.
2. Warm the pierogi before class
and serve it on paper plates to the
preschoolers.
3. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks love
to share meals in their home with
their Slovak and Roma friends.
Sometimes they make pierogi,
one of their favorite foods from
Slovakia. Pierogi is like little potato
and cheese pies. Let’s try some!
4. Pray: Thank you, God, for good
food to eat. Thank you for Jon and
Tanya Parks and the Roma people
in Slovakia.

was once their carpet. The wheel
represents the wagons that carried
them from place to place.

Make Pretend Snow

4. Show children how to glue the
blue and green construction paper
strips onto the template of the
Roma flag. Help them place the
red circle in the center of the flag.
Show older preschoolers how to
draw wagon wheel spokes on the
red circle to complete the flag.

Items needed: shaving cream; baking
soda; bowl for mixing; plastic tablecloth;
RK 15: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, gather the
needed items and cover a table
with a plastic tablecloth. Tape
the tablecloth to the underside of
the table to keep it from slipping.
Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy
Alert.

5. Another option is to let the
children color a copy of the Roma
flag template.

2. Ask: How often do you get to
play in the snow?
3. Say: It snows often in Slovakia,
and the Parkses’ children get to go
skiing and play in the snow often
during the winter. Today we’re
going to make some pretend snow.

Work Slovakia Scene
Puzzles
Items needed: copies of TH: Slovakia
Puzzles

Make a Roma Flag
Items needed: copy of RK 1: Roma Flag
for each child; TH: Roma Flag; red, blue
and green construction paper; scissors;
glue; markers; red, blue, and green
crayons (optional)

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Roma Flag for a picture of the flag.
Make a copy of RK 1: Roma Flag
for each child. Cut strips of blue
and green construction paper to
cover the two halves of the flag.
Cut a red circle to place in the
middle. For younger preschoolers,
draw wagon wheel spokes on the
red circle.

4. Pour all of the baking soda (two
pounds) into a mixing bowl.

1. Before the session, locate and
make copies of TH: Slovakia
Puzzles. Cut one copy of each
picture into large puzzle pieces.
Save another copy so that the
preschoolers can see what the
pictures look like when they are
whole.

5. Add some of the shaving cream,
and carefully mix them together
with your hands in a kneading
motion. Continue to add more
shaving cream, mix, and repeat
again until the mixture feels like
snow.
6. Let the children take turns
mixing the shaving cream and
baking soda. It can take several
minutes of kneading for the
mixture to develop a snow-like
consistency. Once the snow
is ready, spread it out on the
tablecloth and allow the children
to play.

2. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks live
close to beautiful mountains,
geysers, and the countryside.
3. Show the children the pictures
of TH: Slovakia Puzzles before
they are cut into pieces. These are
pictures of the countryside and
mountains in Slovakia.

2. Say: Today we’re going to make
the Roma flag, the flag of the
people who Jon and Tanya work
with in Slovakia.

4. Let the children take turns
putting the different puzzles
together, either in groups or
individually.

3. Show TH: Roma Flag. Say:
This is what the Roma flag looks
like. The Roma flag represents the
people’s traveling heritage. Blue
represents the sky that was once
their roof. Green is the grass that

5. Use the Bible thought, Look at
the wonderful things God made
(Job 37:14).

7. Ask: What do you like to make
when you play in the snow? Can
you make a snowman? Can you
make a snowball? Is this snow cold
like real snow?

6. Lead the preschoolers in a
prayer, thanking God for creating a
beautiful world!
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together and practice saying the
words aloud.

Make a Slovak Words
Book
Items needed: copy of RK 2: Slovak
Words Book for each child; scissors;
crayons; construction paper; stapler; TH:
Hear Slovak Words

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 2: Slovak Words Book for
each child. Cut apart the sections.
Cut a piece of construction paper
for each child as a book cover.
Locate TH: Hear Slovak Words to
hear the words spoken.
2. Say: We are going to learn a
few words in Slovak. When Roma
children go to school, they need
to learn to speak Slovak, even
though their families speak Romani
at home. We’ll make a little book
with the Slovak words that we
have learned.
3. Give each child four sections
(book pages) from RK 2: Slovak
Words Book. Look at each page

Transition
Let children know when there
are about five minutes left in the
learning centers, and ask them to
start cleaning up their areas and
come to Large Group Time. As the
children sit down in Large Group
Time, ask the children to share
something they learned about
Slovakia or Jon and Tanya Parks in
learning centers. Bring RK 5: Roma
Children and prepare to show TH:
April Video.

will play music, and when the
music stops, the guesser will stop
and choose someone.

4. Help the children put the pages
together and fold the construction
paper cover around the pages.
Staple the pages together on the
edge to form a book.

3. Choose one person to be the
guesser. Ask the other children to
come over by you, and tell them
which animal to pretend to be.

5. Lead the preschoolers in a
prayer, thanking God for healthy
minds to help us learn new things.

Play Sochy, Sochy
Items needed: upbeat music; player for
music

1. The children in Slovakia play a
game called, “Sochy, Sochy” [SOH
kee], which means “statue, statue.”
2. Say: Let’s play a game from
Slovakia called, “Sochy, Sochy.”
One person in the game will be
the guesser, and everyone else will
pretend to be statues of animals.
The guesser will try to figure out
what kind of animals you are. We

4. Say: First we will all stand still.
Then if the guesser puts his or her
hand on your shoulder and says
“Sochy, Sochy,” make a pose like
the animal you are pretending to
be.
5. If the guesser does not guess
correctly, he or she can touch the
shoulder of another preschooler
to see another statue pose. The
guesser can continue until he or
she figures out the answer or until
all of the preschoolers have posed
and the guesser gives up.
6. Continue playing the game with
a new guesser for each round.

Large Group Time
1. Say: Today we are starting a new unit about Jon and Tanya Parks.
They work with the Roma people in Kosice, Slovakia. Jon and Tanya help
Roma children by teaching Bible classes at their schools that include
hearing both Slovak and English, as well as some songs in Romani. They
also work with teenagers and teach them about God.
2. Show RK 5: Roma Children and say: These are some of the children
that Jon and Tanya Parks work with in Slovakia. Slovakia is a country
that is across the ocean.
3. Ask: What did you learn about Slovakia in the learning centers today?
4. Show TH: April Video, which is an animated video, providing an
entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
5. Tell the story, “Singing in Their Language.”
6. Ask: What did Jon and Tanya teach the children? What languages did
Tanya start learning?
7. Pray: Dear God, thank you for Jon and Tanya Parks and their work of
sharing God’s love with the Roma people.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks teach
Bible classes in schools in Slovakia.
They teach some English words
along with the Bible stories. They
also sing some songs in Romani.
They teach the children words, but
they also teach them that God loves
them. They teach the children that
they are loved and accepted.

Singing in Their Language
“Clomp! Clomp! Clomp!” Nadia heard lots of feet walking
down the hallway to her new classroom. Nadia was a little
nervous! She wondered what this class would be like. Would
she understand the words that the teacher said? Jon and
Tanya Parks came into Nadia’s classroom and started singing
a song in Romani, Nadia’s own language! Nadia was happy to
hear some of the same words that she spoke at home, and to
learn new songs with her friends.

2. Ask: How can we show God’s
love at home? How can we show
God’s love at school? How can we
show God’s love at church?

Nadia often feels left out because she is part of the Roma
people, and they often aren’t included in the Slovak culture.
In most of the classes in her school she feels left out. This
class makes her feel so much more welcome. In this class, she
knows that her language and her culture matter, too.

3. Give the children time to share
their ideas with the group or with a
buddy.
4. Lead the children in singing
“Jesus Loves Me,” together.

The teachers smiled, and she could tell they already liked her.
Her teachers were friendly, and she liked her new classroom
right away. Jon and Tanya Parks taught a Bible class to
Nadia and her friends. They listened to a Bible story, and
they learned some English words with it, too. She knew that
learning English would help her in school and as she grew
up because lots of people in Slovakia speak English. Jon and
Tanya were patient and kind. Nadia could tell her friends liked
the class, too!

5. Thank the children for coming,
and thank their parents for bringing
them.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Reflect on today’s session, and plan
any activities for the next session.
Discuss any changes you would
like to make. Say a prayer with
the other volunteers for all of the
children who came today, and think
about how you can show love and
acceptance this week, too.

When Nadia went home, she was excited to go to school the
next day! Her friends smiled and laughed as they walked
home from school with her. She was loved and accepted in
the school just the way she was, and it made all the difference.
Her heart was full of love from her new class.
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SESSION

2

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers
Visit the learning centers and
compliment the children when
you see them working well
together. Notice what the children
are learning together. Help any
preschoolers who need extra
assistance.

Ministries to Roma
Families
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the entire lesson, and choose which learning centers to
offer.
• Buy ingredients for baking the cookies, and any other needed
supplies.
• Prepare and display RK 15: Allergy Alert.
• Locate and prepare to show TH: Children Dancing in Slovakia.
• Locate TH: Bridges.
• Gather RK 6: Jon and Tanya Parks.
• Gather books about Slovakia from the local library.
• Ask three adults or youth to help with the story.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn more
about the ministries of Jon and Tanya Parks in Slovakia. The children
will discover that Jon and Tanya encourage children and teenagers
to stay in school, host worship services, lead discipleship groups for
teenagers in a youth group, teach social workers English, and work
with Roma pastors. They will understand more about how these
ministries have a positive impact on the whole Roma community.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

1¾ cups powdered sugar
3 eggs
1½ teaspoons baking soda
3 teaspoons spice mix
5 cups all purpose flour
1 egg
white icing, if desired

Bake Spiced Honey
Cookies
Items needed: recipe ingredients; mixing
bowl; mixing spoon; rolling pin; baking
sheet; cookie cutters; pastry brush;
napkins or plates; RK 15: Allergy Alert

Recipe ingredients:
½ cup butter
½ cup plus 1 tablespoon honey
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3 teaspoons cinnamon
1½ teaspoons anise
1 teaspoon cloves
Makes 4 dozen cookies.
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1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 15: Allergy Alert where
parents can see it. Prepare the
cookie dough and refrigerate until
ready to use.

classes at school, and when they
lead children’s worship at church.

2. Prepare the dough by heating
butter, honey, and sugar in a small
pot until just melted. Stir the whole
time. While still warm but not hot
enough to cook the eggs, add the
eggs and milk. In a bowl, mix dry
ingredients and pour in the warm,
butter mixture. Mix dough until
incorporated. The dough will be a
little sticky. Cover and refrigerate
for a few hours or overnight.

3. Say: Let’s make thank-you cards
for some of the people who help
you learn about Jesus.

3. Say: We are going to make
spiced honey cookies. Children in
Slovakia love to eat these cookies
when they get home from school!
4. After the children have washed
their hands, prepare the cookies
together. Roll out the dough, using
only enough flour to keep the
dough from sticking. Cut out with
desired cookie cutters. Transfer to a
greased or lined cookie sheet. Beat
an egg and brush the cookies with
egg with a pastry brush. Bake at
355 degrees for 10 minutes, or until
golden brown.
5. When the cookies have cooled,
allow the preschoolers to decorate
them with white icing. Enjoy the
cookies at the end of the session,
or place in zip-top bags to take
home.

2. Ask: Who are some people who
teach you about God and Jesus’
love?

4. Show children how to make
thank-you cards to Sunday School
teachers or other adults in their
lives.
5. Let the children use different
colors of construction paper,
markers, colored pencils, and
crayons to draw pictures on their
cards.
6. Help preschoolers, as needed, as
they write words on the cards.
7. Ask the preschoolers to write
their names at the bottom of
the card. Save the cards for the
children to take home at the end
of the session, or to give to their
teachers.

Items needed: magnifying glasses;
brown paper bags

1. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks live
close to areas that are great for
hiking and exploring. Some of the
areas are in the mountains.
2. Show the children a magnifying
glass. Ask: What is this called?
How can we use it? Encourage the
children to share their thoughts.

Build Bridges

3. Say: This is a magnifying glass.
We look through it to see what
something looks like up close.

Items needed: blocks of different
shapes and sizes; TH: Bridges

4. Lead the children on a walk
outside, and give each child a
magnifying glass and a paper bag.
Show the children how to use their
magnifying glasses to see plants
and animals up close.

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Bridges and prepare to print or
show these photos of bridges.
2. Ask: What is a bridge? Do
you remember ever driving on a
bridge?

Items needed: construction paper;
markers; colored pencils; crayons

3. Say: A bridge is something that
connects roads over water or other
places. Show TH: Bridges.
4. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks want
to help build bridges between

FORM

7. Use the Bible thought, Jesus
said, “Love one another” (John
15:17).

Go For a Hike

8. Lead the preschoolers in a
prayer, thanking God for teachers
and other adults who teach them
about God and Jesus’ love.
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5. Let the preschoolers build
structures and bridges to connect
them. Preschoolers can build
individually, in pairs, or in small
groups. Allow the children room to
spread out if needed.
6. Invite the children to share their
bridges with each other.

Draw Thank-You
Cards
1. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks teach
Roma children about Jesus in Bible

people, instead of between roads.
“Building bridges between people”
is a way of saying that they want
to help people find each other.
They want the Roma people to feel
connected with their community
and to be able to learn in school.

|

5. Let children put some plants,
leaves, and rocks in their bags as
they go for a walk.
6. When you return from the walk,
invite the children to tell about the
items that they collected.

A p r • M ay | 2020

7. Say a prayer, thanking God for
making such a beautiful creation.
8. Use the Bible thought, God saw
everything he had made, and it was
very good (Gen.1:31).

Read Books about
Slovakia
Items needed: My Mom Is the Best:
Children’s Picture Book, by Sujatha
Lalgudi (or other books about Slovak
culture); quiet area for looking at books

1. Say: Today we are going to look
at some different books about life
in Slovakia.
2. Let the children look at different
books about life in Slovakia in a
quiet area.
3. Choose one of the books to read
to a small group of children.

Transition
Walk around to the learning
centers, and let children know
when it is time to clean up their
areas and come to Large Group
Time. Play music from TH:
Children Dancing in Slovakia as
the children come to Large Group
Time. Let the children dance in a
circle as they wait for the rest of
the children to join them. Bring RK
6: Jon and Tanya Parks to Large
Group Time.

4. Say: Listen to ways that living
in Slovakia is the same as living in
our town, and listen for ways that
living in Slovakia is different from
living in our town.

1. Ask: Do you like to dance?
What are some different kinds of
dances?

5. Encourage the children to take
turns with the different books.

3. Say: Today we’re going to listen
to some Slovak music and watch
people in Slovakia dancing.

6. Ask: What do you think it
would be like to live in Slovakia?
What would you like about living
there?

2. Say: Dancing is very popular in
the Slovak and Romani cultures.

4. Show TH: Children Dancing in
Slovakia.
5. Ask: What did you notice about
the dance? Did you notice any
patterns in the dancing?

7. Use the Bible thought, God
made people (Gen. 1:27).

6. Ask: Would you like to dance
like that?
7. Give the children some scarves
or other materials, and let them
dance as you play the video again.

Dance like Slovaks
Items needed: TH: Children Dancing
in Slovakia; computer or other device;
scarves

Large Group Time
1. Say: Today we are going to have an interview with Jon and Tanya
Parks to learn more about their ministry in Kosice, Slovakia.
2. Ask: Have you ever been left out of something? How did you feel?
3. Say: In Slovakia, lots of Roma children and families are left out of the
Slovak culture. Roma children speak a different language that the rest of
Slovakia. Many Roma children do not have the same chances to do things
that other Slovak children do.
4. Show RK 6: Jon and Tanya Parks. Say: Listen in our story for different
ways that Jon and Tanya Parks work with the Roma children and
teenagers.
5. Tell the story, “Meet Jon and Tanya Parks.”
6. Ask: What do Jon and Tanya Parks like about living in Slovakia? What
do they love about their work?
7. Pray: Dear God, thank you for Jon and Tanya Parks. Help us to look for
new ways to include others at home, at school, and at church.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks work
with children like you! Even though
they live far away, the children have
the same needs as you as they grow
up. Just like we want to know about
God’s love, the Parkses share God’s
love with Roma children and their
families.

Meet Jon and Tanya Parks
Hi, boys and girls! My name is Susan and I live in Little
Rock, Arkansas. I have just arrived in Kosice, Slovakia, where
I am going to spend a week with Jon and Tanya Parks. Jon
and Tanya are CBF field personnel who minister with Roma
children and teenagers. I’m excited because I’m going to help
them with their English Bible clubs this week! Listen now as I
ask Jon and Tanya some questions. We can learn about them
together!

2. Ask: What is something kind
that you could do for someone this
week? How can you share God’s
love?

Susan: Hi, Jon and Tanya! I'm so excited to be with you in
Kosice, Slovakia. It’s beautiful here! What do you like about
living in Slovakia?

3. Let the children share their ideas
with the group.
4. Say: There are lots of ways that
we can share God’s love. We can
tell people a favorite Bible story, we
can listen to them when they need
a friend, and we can help others.
We can use kind words and kind
actions.

Jon: We love that Kosice is a beautiful city with lots of history.
We lived in a building that was about 600 years old when we
first moved here. We also love that this country is so beautiful.
We can go hiking in the summer or skiing in the winter. There
are forests, cliffs, and even geysers around us.
Susan: How do you let others know about God’s love?

5. As parents arrive, thank the
preschoolers for being good
listeners.

Tanya: Our main ministry is to the Roma children
and teenagers. Roma children need lots of love and
encouragement. Most of them speak Romani at home but they
hear Slovak at school.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Thank all of the leaders for helping
with this session. Plan the next
session together. If anything extra
needs to be gathered for the next
session, decide which items to use.
If any children were absent, invite
them to the next session.

We lead English Bible clubs each week in three different
schools, and we teach about 200 children in kindergarten
through fifth grade. We talk with boys and girls about different
Bible stories each month. We also teach them English words
to go with the stories. We also lead the youth group at church
and lead discipleship groups for teenagers in a nearby village.
Jon: We also help the adults learn English, so that they
can get better jobs. And we are friends with Roma pastors
and worship leaders. Once a month we help lead worship,
sometimes in our house. We’re both musicians, so we use
music a lot with children and teenagers.
Susan: What do you love most about your work?
Tanya: We love the work we do with kids. We love singing
and dancing and coloring and learning about God together.
Susan: That sounds like fun! I can’t wait to share God’s love
with Roma children and teenagers this week.
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SESSION

3

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

God’s Love Across
the World
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Explore the whole session, including any background material.
• Gather books about managing feelings.
• Prepare and display the RK 15: Allergy Alert.
• Gather RK 3: Valentine Designs, RK 4: All the Feelings, and RK 7:
Children with Valentines.
• Locate TH: God Will Take Care of You.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
some ways that churches interact with the Roma children that Jon
and Tanya work with in schools. They will also learn about how
other churches and groups support the Roma community and Jon’s
and Tanya’s ministry. The children will also learn more about why
it is important for the Roma children and families to be accepted at
school, at church, in their neighborhoods, and in their communities.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers

spreadable butter
deli ham

As the preschoolers come in, ask:
What do you do on Valentine’s
Day? What do you give to people
at school or at home on Valentine’s
Day? Consider pairing new children
with children who have already
been to sessions during this unit, if
possible.

Make an Afternoon
Snack

1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 15: Allergy Alert where
families can easily see it.

Items needed: recipe ingredients; paper
plates; plastic knives; napkins; RK 15:
Allergy Alert

3. Pass out plates and napkins.

Recipe Ingredients:
white or wheat hot dog buns
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2. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks work
with children after school. The
children like to eat ham rolls as a
snack.

|

A p r • M ay | 2020

4. Put a hotdog bun and a portion
of butter on each plate.

5. Ask: How do you feel when you
receive a Valentine?

5. Give each preschooler a plastic
knife and show him or her how to
open the bun and spread butter on
one side.

6. Say: Today we are going to
make Valentines for others, even
though it isn’t February.

Items needed: personal hygiene items
(toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, soap)

7. Ask: How is this different or
similar to how we usually eat hot
dog buns?

7. Show the children how to fold a
piece of paper in half and cut out
a heart shape. They can glue the
heart shapes onto the construction
paper cards. Children can also glue
the designs from RK 3: Valentine
Designs onto their cards.

8. Ask: What else could you put in
hot dog buns?

8. Let the children write words on
the Valentine’s Day cards, too.

9. Close with a prayer for all of
the children and families who are
impacted by the programs that Jon
and Tanya Parks lead.

9. Choose a group or ministry in
the church that the Valentines can
be sent to.

6. Give each child a piece of ham
and place the ham slice on top of
the butter in the hot dog bun.

Make Valentines

5. Let the children pass around the
personal hygiene items and talk
about how they use them.

1. Before the session, make several
copies of RK 3: Valentine Designs
on pink, red, white, or purple
paper. Cut out the designs.

1. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks do lots
of work at schools teaching boys
and girls in their own language.

4. Let the children choose which
color of construction paper they
would like to use for their cards.

6. Use the Bible thought, I am
wonderfully made (Ps. 139:14).

Items needed: blocks or Legos of
different shapes and sizes

2. Say: What do schools look like?
What are different rooms you find
in a school?
3. Invite children to build a school
with the building blocks. They can
each build their own school, or
they can work together to build a
school.
4. Ask: What kinds of objects do
you find in a school? Why do you
need those for learning?

FORM

Manage Your
Feelings
Items needed: copy of RK 4: All the
Feelings for each child; books about
managing emotions (see TH: Book
Suggestions)

1. Before the session, gather RK
4: All the Feelings and make a
copy for each child. See TH: Book
Suggestions and gather several
children’s books about managing
emotions.
2. Say: When Jon and Tanya
Parks work with Roma families,
they teach them how to handle
different kinds of feelings. Some of
the Roma families feel sad about
being left out of the Slovak culture.

5. Let the children share their
ideas about what you need at
school to learn.
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2. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks teach
Roma children about the different
things they need to do to stay
healthy and clean. They teach
them why it is important to brush
your teeth, brush your hair, take a
shower or a bath, and wash your
hands.

4. Say: Washing and cleaning
helps people stay healthy and get
rid of germs.

Build a School

3. Say: Since the Roma children
are often overlooked and not
fully included in Slovak culture,
receiving Valentines made for them
was even more special.

1. Ask: What are some things that
you do in the morning to get ready
for school or church?

3. Ask: Why is it important to do
those things?

10. Pray for the Roma children
in Slovakia and for the group
of people who will receive your
Valentines.

Items needed: several copies of RK 3:
Valentine Designs; construction paper in
a variety of colors, especially red, pink,
white, and purple; glue sticks; scissors;
pencils; markers

2. Say: In the Slovak culture,
adults receive Valentines, but
children do not. A church in the
United States made Valentines for
the Roma children who Jon and
Tanya work with and mailed them
across the ocean.

Take Care of Yourself

|
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Sometimes they feel bad when
someone is mean to them.
3. Ask: What are some different
feelings that you have?
4. Give a copy of RK 4: All the
Feelings to each child. Ask: Can
you name the feeling that goes
with each picture?
5. Ask: When do you feel happy?
When do you feel sad? Which
picture shows how you are feeling
today?
6. Read a book about feelings to
the preschoolers.
7. Encourage the preschoolers to
talk about why the people in the
story have different feelings.
8. Lead the preschoolers in a
prayer, thanking God for all of
our feelings. Ask God to help
the preschoolers manage their
emotions well.

Transition
Let preschoolers know when they
have about five minutes left in the
learning centers, then ask them to
clean up their areas and come to
Large Group Time. Invite children
to sit in a circle, and let them
know that they can bring some
of the Valentines they made to
Large Group Time to show to each
other. Bring RK 7: Children with
Valentines to Large Group Time.

6. Sing the chorus of the song
together, adding motions to help
the children learn the words.

Sing “God Will Take
Care of You”
Items needed: TH: God Will Take Care
of You

1. Before the session, locate TH:
God Will Take Care of You to learn
the tune if this hymn is unfamiliar
to you.
2. Ask: What are some ways
that God takes care of you? Think
about how God takes care of you
at home, at school, and in your
neighborhood.
3. Encourage the children to talk
with each other about how God
takes care of them.

God will take care of you.
(point up for “God,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)
Through every day, o’er all the
way;
(extend hands palms up
away from your body)
He will take care of you,
(point up for “he,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)
God will take care of you.
(point up for “God,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)
7. Use the Bible thought, God is
good to us (Ps. 73:1)

4. Ask: What are some ways that
you can help take care of other
people?
5. Say: Write down some different
ways that God takes care of you,
and some ways that you take care
of other people.

Large Group Time
1. Say: It was fun making Valentines today, even though it isn’t February.
2. Say: It can be fun to make things for people to show them you are
thinking about them.
3. Ask: How do you feel when someone gives you something as a
surprise?
4. Show RK 7: Children with Valentines. Say: Today we are going to hear
a story about some Roma children who received some Valentines as a
surprise. Think about how you would feel if you were one of the children
in the story.
5. Tell the story, “Valentines Across the Ocean.”
6. Ask: What was in the package that Jon Parks gave to the children?
Why were these cards so special?
7. Pray: Dear God, thank you for loving us all the time. Help us to
remember to show that love to others in surprising new ways. Amen.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Ask: How do you think the
Roma children felt when they got
their Valentines?

Valentines Across the Ocean
The children were having fun doing their afternoon activities
in their Bible class when Jon Parks came into the classroom.
Kristina and Alex and their friends were playing and learning
together. “There is a special delivery for all of you!” Jon said
with a smile. “Let’s see what it is.”

2. Ask: What are some ways that
we can show God’s love, too?
3. Say: The Parkses also talk with
the Roma children about how God
takes care of them. Let’s sing the
song we learned in Music and
Movement.

The children wondered what it could be! They all looked at
each other, imagining what someone might send to them. Jon
and Tanya passed out the envelopes, and Kristina opened hers
carefully.

4. Lead the children in the song:
God will take care of you.
(point up for “God,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)
Through every day, o’er all the
way;
(extend hands palms up away
from your body)
He will take care of you,
(point up for “he,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)
God will take care of you.
(point up for “God,” hug
yourself for “take care of,”
point out for “you”)

Every child had a beautiful Valentine of their very own that
another child had made for them! Alex turned the Valentine
over, looking at the heart design, and at the thoughtful words
inside. This was the first Valentine that he had ever received!
Alex looked at the red, pink, and purple hearts all over the
card, and he felt the soft paper with his fingers. As he looked
around the room, all of the other children were looking
at their Valentines, too. They were smiling at each other
and showing each other how their cards were the same or
different. Alex wondered if he could make a Valentine card.
Maybe he could make them for his brothers and sisters!
In Slovakia, Valentine’s Day is a holiday that adults celebrate,
but children don’t receive or exchange Valentines. A group
from a church in the United States made the Valentines
especially for the children who Jon and Tanya Parks work
with in Slovakia. They wanted to share God’s love with them
all the way across the ocean. The Roma children often feel
forgotten or not included in the Slovak culture, but this church
group went out of their way to send a message of love to them
from far, far away.

5. Say: Think about something
kind that you can do for someone
this week to let them know that
you think they are special, and to
remind them that God loves them.
6. As parents pick up their
children, let the children show the
Valentines to their parents, and
thank them for coming.

The children loved their very first Valentines. They already
started thinking about how fun it would be to make some
Valentines for each other, too.
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AFTER THE SESSION:
Talk with the other leaders about
which activities you would like to
offer for the next session, and what
materials you need to gather. Pray
for all of the children who attended
this session.
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SESSION

4

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

Growing and
Learning with God
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read the entire lesson as well as any background material.
• Make copies of TH: Snowflake Template.
• Locate TH: Where Is Thumbkin?.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
how Jon and Tanya Parks’ work with Roma children connects with
the Bible story about Jesus learning and growing in wisdom. They will
learn about how the Parkses help Roma children and teenagers have
what they need both in school and at church. The children will learn
about how we need to grow with God as children, teenagers, and
through adulthood.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers

2. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks help
Roma children learn about eating
healthy foods.

Taste Healthy Foods

Let the preschoolers know that this
is the last session, and invite them
to try learning centers that they
haven’t tried before. Walk around
the learning centers and ask them
what they see, touch, taste, smell,
and hear during the different
activities. Thank the children for
working well with each other.

3. Ask: What is the difference
between healthy foods and
unhealthy foods?

Items needed: variety of fruits and
raw vegetables such as grapes, apples,
bananas, carrots; knife; paper plates; RK
15: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, gather the
food items needed.
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4. Let the children share their
ideas.
5. Say: Healthy foods are good
for your body, they give you good
energy, and they help you grow.
Some foods, like sweet, sugary
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foods, give you energy for only a
short time, but then can cause you
to feel tired more quickly.
6. Say: Fruits and vegetables are
healthy and good foods to eat.
7. Ask: What are your favorite
fruits and vegetables to eat?
8. Cut up the fruit and vegetables,
put them onto paper plates, and let
the children try them.
9. Use the Bible thought, God
made the fruit (Gen. 1:11).
10. Pray with the preschoolers,
thanking God for foods that keep
our bodies and minds healthy.

Create Snowflakes
Items needed: paper plates; push pins,
steel yarn needles; yarn (several colors);
scissors; tape; TH: Snowflake Yarn Art

1. Before the session, draw an
outline of a snowflake on one
paper plate for each child. Use TH:
Snowflake Yarn Art to see a photo
of the project. Cut the yarn into
long lengths. Use push pins to poke
holes in all of the end points and
intersecting points of the snowflake
pattern on the paper plate.
2. Say: In Slovakia, where Jon
and Tanya Parks live, the weather
is very cold. It often snows in the
winter. They like to snow ski in the
mountains near their town.
3. Let each child choose the color
yarn they want to use. Thread one
end of the yarn through the needle
and tie a double knot at the end of
the yarn.
4. Show the preschoolers how to
start sewing in the middle of the
paper plate, then sew along all of
the snowflake lines. When they
reach the end of the snowflake
pattern, cut off any extra yarn, tie a

knot, and tape the end of the yarn
onto the back of the paper plate.

show the distance between the two
countries.
4. Teach the children the following
song, sung to the tune of “Where
Is Thumbkin?”

Build Mountains and
Valleys
Items needed: blocks or Legos of
different colors

1. Ask: What is the difference
between valleys and mountains?
2. Say: There are lots of mountains
in the countryside of Slovakia.
3. Let the children build
mountains, valleys, and bodies of
water with blocks and Legos.
4. Blue Legos or blocks can stand
for bodies of water such as lakes or
geysers.
5. Let the children share their
creations with each other. They
can build individually, in pairs, or
in small groups.
6. Use the Bible thought, God
made the world (Acts 17:24).

5. Let the preschoolers take turns
spinning the globe and finding
Slovakia. Sing the song after each
child finds the star sticker and
Slovakia.
6. Pray: Thank you, God, for
Slovakia and for the Roma and
Slovak children who live there.
Thank you for loving them! Amen.

Learn How Jesus
Grew
Items needed: Bibles; paper; crayons or
markers

Sing “Where Is
Slovakia?”

1. Open the Bible to Luke 2:40 and
read the verse out loud. Point to
the verse in the Bible as you read.

Items needed: globe; TH: Where Is
Thumbkin?; star sticker

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Where Is Thumbkin? to hear the
tune. Place a star sticker on top of
Slovakia on the globe.
2. Say: Jon and Tanya Parks live
in Slovakia. Slovakia is a country
across the ocean from the United
States. Let’s find Slovakia on the
globe.

FORM

2. Ask: What do you think it
means that Jesus grew? Say: We
can grow physically, such as
growing taller. We can also grow in
our minds and hearts by learning
to make better choices.
3. Ask: What are ways that you
are growing?
4. Say: We can also grow with God
by going to church, listening to
Bible stories, and singing songs to
God. We can listen to our parents
and our Sunday School teachers.

3. Show the children the star
sticker on Slovakia. Point out the
mountains and water and other
countries that border Slovakia.
Point out the United States to
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Where is Slovakia?
Where is Slovakia?
Here it is!
Here it is!
Roma children live there,
Slovak children live there,
God loves them!
God loves them!
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5. Ask: How do you think Jon
and Tanya Parks help the Roma
children grow?

2. Lay a round parachute flat on
the ground inside the classroom or
in an open area outside.

6. Let the preschoolers draw
pictures of people as a baby,
child, or a grown up. Invite the
preschoolers to share their pictures
with each other.

3. Show the children how to
sit around the outside of the
parachute.

7. Use the Bible thought, Jesus
grew and became strong and wise
(Luke 2:40).

Parachute Games
Items needed: colorful parachute;
inflatable balls

1. Ask: One of the mission groups
who came to work with Roma
children with Jon and Tanya Parks
used parachutes to play games
with children.

Transition
Remind the children that it is time
to clean up their areas and come to
Large Group Time. Sing the song
“God Will Take Care of You” as
the children walk to Large Group
Time. Invite children to clap or tap
as they sing and sit down in the
circle. Compliment the children for
sitting down together quietly and
for participating in the song.

4. Ask the children to pick up
the edge of the parachute that is
closest to them.
5. Play a variety of games with
the parachute, including asking
children to stand up with the
parachute and bounce a ball with
the parachute so it doesn’t touch
the ground.
6. After this game, put the ball
away, and let the children lift
the parachute in the air, and let
children take turns, one or two at
a time, running underneath the
parachute to a different spot.

Large Group Time
1. Say: Today we are going to listen to a story about how Jesus grew up.
We celebrate Jesus being born as a baby at Christmas. But then, Jesus
grew into a toddler, a boy, a teenager, and finally into an adult. Jesus is
God’s son, but he was also a child, just like you. Jesus went through all
the stages of growing up that boys and girls go through today.
2. Ask: What are some ways that you know you are growing? What are
some different ways that children grow?
3. Tell the story, “Growing in Wisdom and Love.”
4. Ask: What are some ways that Jon and Tanya Parks help Roma
children as they grow?
5. Pray: Dear God, thank you for being with us as we grow with you.
Help us to make good choices and to be kind to others as we grow. Amen.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: We can continue growing
in God’s love our whole lives. We
can also keep learning about God
our whole lives. We can learn about
God as a child, a teenager, and as a
grown-up.

Growing in Wisdom and Love
Swish! Swish! Swish! Everyone’s feet made noises in the sand.
Jesus was on a trip with his parents to go to the temple. He
knew that many teachers and priests would be there. It was so
hot outside! Jesus’ sandals touched the dusty road under the
hot sun. He was excited to go to the temple, because he knew
the Bible stories so well. Jesus loved learning about God, and
he knew that God loved him.

2. Ask: What are some ways that
we can learn about God? What are
some things that remind us about
God’s love?
3. Lead the children in singing,
“Jesus Loves Me” or “God Will Take
Care of You.”

After they got to the temple, Jesus’ parents, Joseph and Mary,
couldn’t find Jesus. Where had Jesus gone? Mary was so
worried because the temple was full of people. Finally Joseph
and Mary found Jesus! Mary was relieved to see his face.
Jesus was sitting with the priests and teachers, and they were
listening to what Jesus was saying! Jesus was only twelve
years old, but he was already growing in wisdom and love
from God.

4. Say: Let’s pray for Jon and Tanya
Parks in their ministry, and for the
Roma children and families who
live in Kosice, Slovakia.
5. Lead the children in a closing
prayer, thanking God for Jon and
Tanya Parks.

The Bible tells us that as Jesus grew stronger and older, he
also grew in wisdom from God. Jesus learned how to read
and write, and he learned from his parents and teachers about
God. As Jesus went from being a child to being a grown-up,
he prepared for what God wanted him to do with the rest of
his life. God was preparing Jesus to tell others about the good
news of God’s grace and forgiveness.

6. Let all of the children who came
to this unit know that you are glad
that they came, and thank their
parents for bringing them. Send any
crafts from this unit home with the
children. Invite families to come
back when the next unit starts.

Today these things are important too. Children need to go to
school to learn how to read, write, count, and get along with
each other. Jon and Tanya Parks work at a school where Roma
children can get a good education, and they can also learn
that God loves them. Jon and Tanya treat the Roma children
with love, and they know the Roma culture is important
too. This helps the children learn much more easily because
they are accepted. Jon and Tanya also lead Bible clubs where
children can learn about God and grow in their faith. They
want the Roma children to grow in knowledge of reading and
writing, but also in wisdom from God.
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AFTER THE SESSION:
Pray together for all of the
preschoolers and helpers who came
to the sessions in this unit. Pray
for new ways that your church can
include and reach out to people
who are left out in your community.
Put everything back in its place, so
that the room is ready for the next
group.
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UNIT

2

Theme: You’re Welcome!
People Focus: Karen
Morrow

Ministry Focus:
Welcoming ministries in
Fort Worth, Texas

Scripture Context:

INFO BANK

Genesis 18

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

You’re Welcome!
by

Rebecca Hinson Jones

“Toto, I have a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore!” This sentiment,
expressed by Dorothy upon arriving in Oz, matches the feelings of the
many refugees who are legally resettled in the United States each year.
Refugees often feel like they have been dropped into the middle of a new,
strange, and totally unfamiliar land where nothing feels like home. After
six months of support from the U.S government, many newcomers still
feel lost in their new
country. What they need
most is someone to
befriend them and walk
alongside them as they
navigate their new lives.
CBF field personnel
Karen Morrow
understands that the
refugees who arrive in
Fort Worth, Texas, need
relationships most of
CBF field personnel Karen Morrow invites refugee
all. Karen demonstrates
children and their parents to the Hope Library,
the love of Christ as she
hosted by a partner church in Fort Worth, Texas.
befriends and welcomes
At the library, volunteers read to the children
refugees through several
and encourage the children and parents as they
established programs and
improve their own reading skills.
also in journeying with
them in basic daily life
needs.
Karen facilitates English as a Second Language classes for adults and
runs the Ready for School program for preschoolers and their families who
have limited English proficiency. The Hope Library enables refugee parents
to check out books and strengthen reading skills with their children. She
partners with churches to provide the resources needed for welcome bags
and medical kits for new families. She helps individuals find jobs, learn
how to shop in grocery stores, ride on public transportation, read the mail,
manage school paperwork and much more. She is a friend who comes
along for the long haul and celebrates life’s joys and provides comfort in
the challenges. She is the presence of Christ as she ministers to these most
basic needs of navigating a new culture and establishing a new life and
permanent home in the United States.
In Genesis 18, Abraham and Sarah welcome strangers who come to
share news of Sarah’s upcoming pregnancy and the birth of their long-
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Other Sources of
Information

promised heir. As children hear about Abraham’s and Sarah’s
hospitality and welcome to those who came their way, they will be
challenged to look around them and consider the people in their
own schools, neighborhoods, churches, and communities who
need a warm welcome. They will explore basic ideas of hospitality
and welcome and how inclusion of those who are new or different
or otherwise left out can show the love of Christ in simple and
practical ways.
As individuals continue to migrate to our country to establish
a new life and home, Christians are presented with opportunities
to reach them with the good news of Jesus Christ in our own
backyards. While the needs of refugees are many—housing, food,
education, language, household items, and clothing—the greatest
need is for relationship and friendship. Karen Morrow continues to
provide welcome and relationship for refugees in Fort Worth. We too
are also challenged to be a part of sharing God’s love and hope with
refugees in our own churches and communities by being places of
welcome and people of hospitality.

1. Visit www.cbf.net/morrow for an
introduction to Karen Morrow or to
contribute to the work that she is
doing.
2. Go to www.cbfblog.com/2018/08/
06/karen-morrow-welcoming-refugeesby-loving-their-children/ to read about
Hope Library and the Ready for School
program.
3. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources for this unit.

Becca Jones lives in Wilmington, North Carolina, with her husband
and four children. She loves helping kids discover how God is at
work around the world and ways they can share God’s love right
where they are.

teaching/
learning aim:
Preschoolers will learn about
the welcoming work of CBF
field personnel Karen Morrow
as she works with refugees in
Fort Worth, Texas. Karen works
through everyday moments to
be the presence of Christ as she
leads the Ready for School early
childhood education program,
provides friendship and mentoring
in navigating a new culture, and
connects Christians and churches
to refugees for welcome and
relationship.

WO R D B A N K
refugee: person who has been forced to leave his or her country to
escape war, persecution or natural disaster and can not return home
again

immigrant: person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country
culture: customs, arts, language, and behavior of a particular group of
people
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SESSION

1

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

Welcome to Ready
for School
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: May Video. This animated video
provides an entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
• Gather RK 12: Ready for School.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will be introduced
to Karen Morrow and her work with refugee children through the
Ready for School program. Karen seeks to provide early education to
refugee families to help preschoolers and their parents learn basic
educational concepts to prepare them for school. Karen befriends
families and walks alongside them as they adjust to life in the United
States.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers
The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the ministries Karen
Morrow leads in Fort Worth, Texas.
Give guidance as needed to help
the preschoolers learn as they play.

Share a Snack with
Friends
Items needed: Fruit Loops cereal; string
or yarn; tape

1. Before the session, cut a piece
of string or yarn for each child and
tape the ends to prevent raveling.
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2. Say: When children come to
the Ready for School program, led
by Karen Morrow, they work on
all kinds of early learning skills
like counting and fine motor
skills. Today we’re going to make
a snack like the children at Ready
for School might make by stringing
a Fruit Loop necklace. Show
the preschoolers how to begin.
Encourage older preschoolers to
make a pattern with their loops or
count the loops as they string them.
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3. Before the preschoolers eat their
necklaces, say a prayer of thanks
for the snack and for friends to
share it with around the table.
4. Use the Bible thought, Let us
love one another (1 John 4:7).

Make Homemade
Play Dough
Items needed: recipe ingredients; bowl
for mixing; spoon to stir; plastic baggies
for storage; RK 15: Allergy Alert

Recipe Ingredients:
2 cups all purpose flour
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
½ cup salt
2 tablespoons cream of tartar
1-1½ cups boiling water
gel food coloring (optional)
few drops of glycerin (optional)
1. Before the session, gather the
ingredients and determine how
you will boil the water. Consider
doubling or tripling the recipe to
allow more children to take part
in the mixing and making. Even
though you are not planning for
the children to eat the play dough,
prepare and post RK 15: Allergy
Alert to let parents know about the
food that they will be handling.
2. Mix the flour, salt, cream of
tartar and vegetable oil in a mixing
bowl.
3. Add the gel food coloring to the
boiling water, then add the colored
water into dry ingredients.
4. Stir continuously until well
mixed. Add the glycerin (optional).
5. Once the mixture has cooled
down, knead the dough until
all stickiness is gone. This step
is important in making a great,

lasting dough. If it is still sticky,
add a little more flour until it is the
perfect consistency.
6. Allow preschoolers to play
with the dough, making shapes
or cutting with dough cutters. If
desired, keep the dough in your
classroom to use later or send
some home with each child in
plastic bags.

School program. Many types of
plants, bushes, trees, birds, and
animals found in Texas may be
new to the refugees who are
relocating to the area from other
parts of the world.
2. Take a walk outside with your
class. Choose one particular type
of natural item to search for at
a time (colorful flowers, bushes
with pointy leaves, monkey grass,
etc.). Count how many of that
particular item you are able to see
and count out loud together as a
group. Celebrate the preschoolers’
searching and counting abilities
as you go. If there are any animals
you can hear, count the bird or
animal sounds you hear. If there
are plants that are safe to touch,
count the plants that you touch.

7. Say: The children in the Ready
for School program enjoy playing
with play dough, too!

Create Letters and
Words with Blocks
Items needed: blocks in a variety of
shapes and sizes

1. Children who come to the Ready
for School program learn their
letters. In many situations their
parents are strengthening their
English skills at the same time.
2. Assign each child a letter to
create using the blocks. Help them
be creative to make curves or dots
with the blocks available. For older
preschoolers, consider giving them
a short Bible word to construct
with the blocks as a team. Learning
to work together with friends
is another important Ready for
School skill.
3. Use the Bible thought, We work
together (1 Cor. 3:9).

Count and Explore
Outside

3. Thank God for the beautiful
world we live in and for
opportunities to learn.

Read a Story
Together
Items needed: Brown Bear, Brown Bear,
What Do You See? by Eric Carle

1. Say: We’re going to read a book
today that Karen Morrow uses to
teach colors and animals through
the Ready for School program. We
will read Brown Bear, Brown Bear,
What Do You See?
2. Say: Listen carefully as I read
the story and feel free to help me if
you are familiar with the story.
3. Pray, thanking God for stories
that teach us and help us to learn.

Items needed: none

1. Learning numbers and counting
in English are important skills
for the children in the Ready for
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Sing “If You’re Happy
and You Know It”
Items needed: none

1. Using songs and music is a fun
way to learn! All preschoolers love
to sing songs with motions and
movements, including a favorite of
the children at Ready for School.
2. Say: Today we’re going to sing
a song that might be one of your
favorites, just like it is one of the
favorites of the children who come
to the Ready for School program.
3. Lead children in singing “If
You’re Happy and You Know It,”
being sure to include the verses
with clap your hands, stomp your
feet, and shout, “Hooray!”

Transition
Go to each learning center and
encourage the preschoolers to
finish their activities and help
to clean up. Tell them that Large
Group Time will begin in a couple
of minutes. Invite the preschoolers
to join you for Large Group Time
when they see you move to sit in
the group area. When everyone
has arrived, ask them what their
favorite learning center was today.
Bring RK 12: Ready for School and
prepare to show TH: May Video.

Large Group Time
1. Say: We are beginning a new unit about CBF field personnel Karen
Morrow, who works to welcome and offer friendship to refugees in
Fort Worth, Texas. How many of you are learning your shapes, letters,
numbers and colors? How did you learn those things?
2. Say: Karen Morrow works with children and parents who are refugees
to help them learn these skills. These families had to leave their home
countries because it was unsafe, and they are now learning to live in the
United States. For many of them this involves learning a new language, so
Karen helps to teach parents and children important skills so they will be
ready for school.
3. Show TH: May Video, an animated video which provides an
entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
4. Say: Let’s hear about how Karen is teaching preschoolers just like you
through the Ready for School program. Show RK 12: Ready for School.
5. Tell the Story, “Welcome to Ready for School.”
6. Ask: What were some things that were the same about the Ready for
School program and the preschool that you go to?
7. Lead the preschoolers in a prayer. Thank God for the opportunities
Karen Morrow has to share God’s love by helping preschoolers learn basic
skills to be ready for school and befriending their families.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: Today we were introduced
to the work of Karen Morrow
through the Ready for School
program. This program is much like
the preschool programs that many
of you go to each day. The children
learn all the same things that you
all are learning at school!

Welcome to Ready for School
The boys and girls were excited to arrive for their first week
of Ready for School this year! As the children sat down at the
small tables, they began playing with play dough, and making
shapes using play dough cutters.
Beesha said, “This is a circle. I’m going to use it to make
wheels on a blue truck.” “That’s right, Beesha. I’m so proud
that you remembered the circle. Can you find the triangle
cutter next?” asked Karen.

2. While we wait for our parents,
let’s try to think of one word that
begins with every letter of the
alphabet that reminds us of Karen
Morrow, or the children who come
to learn at the Ready for School
program or something fun that you
like to learn about!

As Beesha picked up the triangle shape cutter, his mom smiled.
She remembered when Beesha had not known his shapes at
all. She was so proud of how the Ready for School program
was helping her son get prepared for kindergarten next year.
She had learned a lot, too, as she helped Beesha last year. She
looked forward to seeing the other parents and volunteers
each week. They had become good friends.

3. As parents arrive, share with
them about what preschoolers
learned today about Karen and the
Ready for School program.

Karen invited all the children to clean up their play dough and
join her for large group time. Today she was sharing the story,
Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See? As Karen read the
story, many children chimed in, helping her tell the colors and
animals that they were learning! “I see a green frog looking at
me!” they shouted with joy.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the day’s lesson. What went
well and what could be improved
for next time? Read the next lesson
and begin thinking about how you
will implement the plans and what
items you need.

After the story, the children began to sing their most favorite
song, “If You’re Happy and You Know It!” They loved to clap
their hands, stomp their feet, and shout, “Hooray!”
The wonderful volunteers at the Ready for School program
were so patient and kind. They worked in small groups next
to practice counting. “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10!” Beesha
loved using the colorful bear counters to show his special
volunteer three bears and then six bears.
As the time at Ready for School came to a close, Karen led
the boys and girls and their parents in a time of prayer. She
thanked God for allowing each of them to come and to learn.
She praised God for the ways each child was special. Beesha
felt so happy to be learning and could not wait until next
week to come back!
As he waved goodbye to Karen and the other volunteers,
Beesha told his mom, “I’m so glad we have found friends in
America.”
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SESSION

2

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

Welcome to Hope
Library
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Locate TH: Dreamers Book and TH: Nothing Is Impossible.
• Gather RK 8: Bible Book, RK 9: Abraham and Sarah, RK 10:
Discover Texas Trees, and RK 13: Hope Library.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
Hope Library, the free library program that allows refugee families
to come to the library, read, be read to and check out books to take
home. Preschoolers will also hear the Bible story of Abraham and
Sarah welcoming strangers.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers
The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the welcoming
ministry of Karen Morrow. Give
guidance as needed to help the
preschoolers learn as they play.

Pretend to Visit a
Middle Eastern Home
Items needed: plastic colorful tablecloth;
hot black tea; sugar cubes; small clear
cups with no handles; dried fruit;
shortbread cookies; napkins, RK 15:
Allergy Alert
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1. Before the session, prepare the
tea and keep it hot in a thermos.
Post RK 15: Allergy Alert where
parents will take note.
2. As the children arrive, request
that they leave their shoes outside
the door. Greet each child with
two air kisses, one on each side of
the face. Invite them to come in
and sit down on the floor on the
plastic tablecloth, which represents
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the beautifully colored rugs many
Middle Eastern homes would have.
3. Seat the oldest guest facing the
door. The youngest members sit on
the edges of the tablecloth. Serve
the tea and snacks.
4. Say: Karen helps refugees
learn about life in the United
States, but she also shares with
them in the traditions of their
home countries. Karen has made
friends with many women from
the Middle East through English
as a Second Language and Bible
study classes as well as through the
Hope Library. Many refugees have
welcomed Karen into their homes
and served their best.
5. Offer a prayer for the food
before enjoying the Middle Eastern
snack together.

4. Ask: Can you see how different
letters look completely different or
how some words may look similar
to the English words?
5. Explain to the preschoolers how
to cut apart the pages of the book
and to put them on top of one
another to be stapled into a John
3:16 Bible Book.
6. Invite the children to write their
names or color the pages as they
wish.
7. Use the Bible thought, God so
loved the world that he gave his son
(John 3:16).

Act out Abraham’s
Welcome
Items needed: RK 9: Abraham and
Sarah; cardstock; scissors; glue; wooden
blocks

Make a Bible Book
Items needed: copy of RK 8: Bible Book
for each child; Bible; crayons; scissors;
stapler

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 8: Bible Book for each child.
2. Say: Karen Morrow works with
refugees who speak many different
languages. They are all learning
English, but many speak another
first language. When children come
to the Hope Library, Karen reminds
them of the Bible verse that tells
us that God loves everyone in
the whole world—people from
every country, who speak every
language, who look every way—
they are all loved by God.
3. Open the Bible and point to
John 3:16 as you read it aloud to
the preschoolers. Then invite them
to look at the verse in the other
languages on the pages of RK 8:
Bible Book.

1. Before the session, copy RK 9:
Abraham and Sarah on cardstock
and cut out the figures. Tape each
figure onto a wooden block to
make stand-up figures. If you have
a large class, make several sets of
figures.
2. Tell the children they will
be hearing a Bible story about
Abraham and Sarah during Large
Group Time. Abraham and Sarah
showed hospitality and welcome
to strangers. Karen Morrow also
welcomes people in her ministry
by befriending them and helping
them adjust to life in the U.S.
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Discover Texas Trees
Items needed: RK 10: Discover Texas
Trees; scissors

1. Before the session, make two
copies of RK 10: Discover Texas
Trees and cut apart the cards for a
matching game.
2. Place the pictures on a table
upside down and invite the
preschoolers to take turns turning
over two at a time to try to find a
match.
3. As you play the game, explain
to the preschoolers that refugees
come to Texas from all over the
world where the plants and trees
may be different. The refugees
may not be familiar with the types
of trees found in Texas. Part of
learning about their new home is
discovering God’s creative natural
world in Texas.
4. Use the Bible thought,
Everything God made is beautiful
(Eccl. 3:11).

Read a Book about
Refugees

3. Briefly tell the story of Abraham
welcoming strangers, by providing
food and a place of rest for these
weary travelers. Encourage the
preschoolers to play with the
stand-up figures and act out the
Bible story.
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4. Ask: Is there anyone new you
could welcome and be friendly to
in your neighborhood, church, or
school?

Items needed: Dreamers by Yuyi
Morales (or TH: Dreamers Book;
computer or other device)

1. Before the session, locate
Dreamers by Yuyi Morales or TH:
Dreamers Book and prepare to
show the video reading of the
book.
2. Say: This book tells about a
little girl who came to America as
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a refugee. It was hard for her to get
used to her new country and her
new town. Listen to find out how
one place in her town helped her
feel better.

2. Say: Today we’re going to listen
to a song about God. The song
will remind us that nothing is
impossible for God.

Listen to Music that
Tells about God

3. Listen to the song and sway to
the music. Invite the children to
sway as they listen for how God
showed that nothing is impossible.

3. Read Dreamers or show TH:
Dreamers Book.
4. Ask: How did the library help?
Say: In Texas, Karen Morrow
works with Hope Library to help
refugees adjust to their new lives in
America.

Transition
Move around the room to each
learning center and ask the
preschoolers to begin cleaning up
their areas. Ask them to join you
for Large Group Time as soon as
they finish returning supplies to
their proper locations. Bring RK 13:
Hope Library to Large Group Time.

Items needed: TH: Nothing Is
Impossible; computer or other device

1. Before the session, listen to
the two songs on TH: Nothing Is
Impossible and decide which song
is better for your group. Both songs
focus on the idea from today’s
story that nothing is impossible for
God. Abraham and Sarah and the
refugees who come to begin a new
life in America have experienced
God working in their lives in
incredible ways. Listening to
these songs will help preschoolers
understand those ideas as well.

4. Ask: Can you think of
something that Abraham and
Sarah might have thought was
impossible? Can you think of
anything the refugees that Karen
Morrow works with might have felt
was impossible? Is there anything
you can think of that might seem
impossible for God to do?

Large Group Time
1. Say: Today we have been learning more about Karen Morrow’s work to
share friendship with refugees who come to the United States from many
countries around the world. Karen helps them learn new skills to succeed
in American culture like learning to read books and signing up for school
and grocery shopping in an American grocery store.
2. Ask: Do you ever visit the library? What do you love about the library?
3. Show RK 13: Hope Library.
4. Say: Let’s hear a story about how friends are made at Hope Library
and also a Bible story about Abraham and Sarah as they welcomed
strangers.
5. Tell the story, “Making Friends at Hope Library.”
6. Ask: Have you ever heard that Bible story before? How did Abraham
and Sarah welcome the strangers? How does Karen Morrow welcome new
friends?
7. Lead the preschoolers in a prayer. Thank God for the work of Karen
and the ministry of Hope Library.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: Today we talked about Hope
Library and how the children and
families come there to read and
check out books. They also develop
relationships with the volunteers
who work there each week.

Making Friends at Hope Library
“Good afternoon, Dauda. I’m so glad you could come to Hope
Library today. Thank you for taking such good care of the
book you checked out last week! I’ll return that book for you
while you look for a new book to take home with you this
week,” said Julia, a volunteer at Hope Library.

2. Choose a book from your
classroom library to read aloud to
the children.

A few minutes later, Dauda returned. “Julia, I found a book.
Will you read it with me now?” “Yes, let’s sit down right over
here. I’m glad you chose this story. It’s one from the Bible.
It’s the story in Genesis 18 of Abraham and Sarah welcoming
strangers,” said Julia.

3. As parents arrive to pick up their
children, thank them for bringing
the children to the missions class.
Share with them briefly about the
lesson learned today.

Julia began to read: “One day Abraham was sitting at the
entrance of his tent in the middle of the day. He looked up
and saw three men standing nearby. He quickly got up and
went over to them and said, ‘Please stop for a while and stay
with us. I’ll get water to wash your feet and bring you some
food to eat while you rest.’ They said, ‘Yes, thank you.’”

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Reflect on
the session. What went well and
what can be improved for the next
session? Look ahead to the next
session and consider what supplies
you will need for the activities you
choose. Consider today’s lesson and
its implications for you.

Julia smiled at Dauda and continued: “So Abraham hurried to
tell Sarah to prepare some of her best bread. Then he brought
the visitors milk, roasted meat, and bread and stood with
them under the tree to eat. The men asked, ‘Where is your
wife Sarah?’ Abraham said, ‘She is in the tent.’ One of the
men said, ‘I will be coming back here next year, and by the
time I arrive, Sarah will have a son.’ Sarah was listening from
the entrance of the tent and laughed to herself at that thought!
She and Abraham were very old and well past the normal age
to have children. She thought to herself, ‘After I am old and
tired and my husband is old, will I now have a child?’”
“Then the Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and
say, “Am I too old to have a child?” Is anything too hard for
the Lord?’ The Lord continued to tell Abraham how he would
use Abraham to make a great and powerful nation and how
all people on earth would be blessed through him.”
Dauda closed the book and hugged it to his chest. “Thank you
for reading to me today, Julia. I love coming to Hope Library
to hear stories each week,” said Dauda.
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SESSION

3

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

Welcoming New
Friends
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Gather RK 11: Love God.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
an unlikely friendship that developed when a neighboring church
reached out to befriend local refugees for games, Vacation Bible
School, and soccer. Karen Morrow works to partner Christians with
the refugees in need of welcome and relationships.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning Centers
The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the ministries and life
of Karen with the refuges in Fort
Worth. Give guidance as needed to
help the preschoolers learn as they
play.

1. Before the session, post RK
15: Allergy Alert in a place where
parents can take notice. Wash and
prepare the fruit for easy access by
the children.

Enjoy a Fruity Faces
Snack
Items needed: apple slices; orange
slices; banana slices; raisins; pineapple
cubes; grapes; marshmallows;
toothpicks; marshmallow cream; plates;
RK 15: Allergy Alert
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2. Encourage the children to wash
their hands before beginning the
activity. Give each child a paper
plate, a small blob of marshmallow
cream to use as “glue” and some
toothpicks. Allow them to choose
which fruits they would like to use
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to create a funny fruit face for their
snack today.
3. Say: Karen Morrow connected
two groups of people who live near
each other. A church that is close
to the apartments where many
refugee families live invited the
refugees to Vacation Bible School,
friendship, and soccer!
4. Say: As a part of Vacation Bible
School, children enjoyed making
fun snacks each day. The church
that hosted VBS for Muslim and
Christian refugees brought together
many cultures, languages, and
even faiths as they taught about
Jesus in fun ways.
5. Pray, thanking God for unlikely
friendships and the ways these
relationships in Fort Worth can
continue to strengthen. Pray also
thanking God for the snack.

Create Love Art
Items needed: copy of RK 11: Love God
on cardstock for each child; watercolor
paints; paintbrushes; special markers;
scissors; glue sticks; black construction
paper

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 11: Love God on cardstock
for each child.
2. Say: Jesus tells us that there
are two very important things that
God wants us to do. We should
love God and love other people.
Sometimes this is called the “Great
Commandment” because it is so
important. Karen Morrow offers
friendship and welcome to refugees
because she loves God.

4. Explain how to use the
watercolor paints or special
markers to fill in all the space on
the page. Show children how to
glue their finished coloring page
onto black paper to create a frame
for their artwork.
5. Use the Bible thought, Love God
very much (Mark 12:30).

Use Blocks to
Welcome
Items needed: blocks of a variety of
sizes and shapes; butcher paper; marker

1. Before the session, write the
word “WELCOME” on a piece
of butcher paper as a guide for
children to follow.
2. Say: Today we are going to
work together to use blocks to
write a friendly word! Show the
children the piece of paper and see
if any of them can guess the word.
The friendly word is “Welcome!”
Let’s say it together. When you
say, “welcome” to people, you
are letting them know they are
included, and you are glad they are
there.
3. Help the children to form the
different letters using the blocks to
spell “Welcome.” As you build, talk
about ways that you can welcome
guests and new friends who come
to your church.
4. Offer a prayer, thanking God
for Karen Morrow and her work to
welcome refugees.

Create a World of
Love
Items needed: paper plates; blue
washable paint; foam paintbrushes; green
tissue paper; red cardstock; glue; scissors

1. Before the session, tear several
sheets of green tissue paper into
medium-sized pieces (two or threeinches each). Cut a heart from red
construction paper for each child.
2. Say: Karen Morrow gets to
know refugees from all over the
world. In Fort Worth, Texas,
she has friends who once lived
in Uganda, India, Pakistan, the
Republic of Congo, Syria, and
many more countries. Karen knows
that God loves each person the
same. She knows that God loves
the whole world!
3. Give each child a paper
plate. Provide blue paint and
paintbrushes. Tell the children that
they are going to make these paper
plates look like the world. They
will start by painting the entire
plate (one side) blue to represent
the oceans.
4. Show the preschoolers how to
glue pieces of green tissue paper
onto the blue plate to represent
land and all of the countries of the
world.
5. Add a red heart in the center of
the plate to show that God loves
the whole world!
6. Use the Bible thought, God so
loved the world that he sent his son
(John 3:16).

3. Today we are going to create
art that reminds us of that
commandment and helps us
remember to love God and love our
neighbors.
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Go on a Book Hunt
Items needed: children’s books

1. Before the session, decide what
clues you can ask that will work
with the books you have accessible
to you. Place the books on tables
or on the floor around the room.
2. Say: When children come to
Hope Library, they have access to
books for reading, learning, and
sharing together. Without this
library, some children might not
have books in their home all week!
Several churches work together
to provide the books and the
volunteers to allow refugees to use
Hope Library each week. It brings
together many friends from across
churches and cultures.
3. Say: We’re going to go on a
book hunt using these books. I’ll

Transition
Go to each learning center and
ask the preschoolers to begin
cleaning up. Tell them that when
they hear you start to sing, “God
Is So Good,” it’s time to join you
for Large Group Time. Bring the
following items: soccer ball, library
book, watercolor paintbrush, and
car keys.

give you a clue and then you can
find a book that goes with that
description and bring it back to me.
4. Give clues like: find a book with
something red on the cover, find
a book about a girl, find a book
about a Bible story, find a book
about animals, etc. Play as long as
interest remains.

Play a Congolese
Game

2. Have children sit in a circle with
their eyes closed. One person is
selected to be “it.” He or she takes
the object and places it behind one
of the children. When they do so,
they tap the child on the back. The
person tapped jumps up, picks up
the object and chases “it” back to
their original spot. If the person
catches “it,” he or she must sit in
the middle of the circle. This game
is very similar to Duck, Duck,
Goose but with no words, only an
object.
3. After playing for a while, ask the
group if they think this is a game
anyone could play, even children
who speak different languages.
Help them to see that playing
games is an easy way to include
new people. Ask them to consider
how they could include new
children in their neighborhood, or
new kids at school in the ways that
they play on a daily basis.

Items needed: small object

1. Say: Recreation is always a
favorite part of VBS! As children
play together, differences matter
less and friendships are started.
This game is a favorite of the
Congolese children with whom
Karen works.

Large Group Time
1. Place the gathered items on the floor or table where the preschoolers
can see them.
2. Ask: Can anyone think of what all of these items might have in
common?
3. Say: These items represent ways that Karen Morrow helps to make
refugee families feel welcome in their new home in the United States. She
helps with programs and games (hold up the soccer ball), teaches classes
for preschoolers (show the paintbrush), runs Hope Library (show the
library book), and even provides transportation (hold up the car keys).
Karen Morrow uses everyday things to make a big difference in sharing
God’s love with new friends.
4. Tell the story, “Welcoming New Friends.”
5. Ask: What were some ways you saw people show “welcome” in our
story today?
6. Lead the preschoolers in a prayer. Thank God for Karen Morrow
and the Hispanic church who welcomed new refugees to their Vacation
Bible School. Pray for the friendships that continue through these new
connections.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: The children sang many
songs at Vacation Bible School.
Let’s sing together the song “God Is
So Good.”

Welcoming New Friends
Pastor Carlos called Karen Morrow on the phone. “Karen, do
you think the refugee children would like to come to Vacation
Bible School at our church?” Karen said, “Yes, Pastor Carlos, I
think they would. Let me see if I can find a van we can use to
pick them up.”

2. Use the words, “God gives me
friends,” for the second verse.
3. The refugee children who were
invited to Vacation Bible School
were happy to be welcomed and
included. Think about people
you can invite and include at our
church.

Karen called another church nearby and asked if she could
use their van. The church agreed. Now Karen could take
18 children each night from the apartments to the Iglesia
Bautista Victoria en Cristo Hispanic Church for Vacation Bible
School! Most of the members at the Hispanic church spoke
Spanish and English. Most of the refugee children spoke other
languages in addition to English, too!

4. As parents arrive, thank the
preschoolers for coming today and
participating in the lesson.

The children eagerly loaded into the van, excited for the fun
they would have playing games, eating snacks, making crafts,
singing songs and learning Bible stories at Vacation Bible
School.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the session. What worked
well and what could be improved
for next week? Read over the next
session’s plans and consider what
items you’ll need to prepare in
advance. Reflect on today’s story
and consider how you can make it a
part of your own life this week.

They were a little nervous about going to a new place, but
when they arrived, they were so warmly welcomed that their
fears went away completely! As Karen drove the children back
to the apartments later that night, one boy said, “Karen, thank
you for helping us to make new friends here in America.”
The children returned each night that week to learn more
Bible stories, play more games, sing more songs, and have
more fun with new friends! As the week came to a close, one
of the parents came to the church to see what his son had
been learning. As he spoke to Pastor Carlos, he asked if Pastor
Carlos liked to play soccer. He told Pastor Carlos how much
he and the other men from the apartment complex missed
playing soccer, because they had played a lot in their home
countries. Pastor Carlos immediately invited him and the other
men to come and play soccer with the Hispanic men from the
church on Sunday nights!
Now, even though Vacation Bible School is over, the refugees
and the members of the Hispanic church are continuing to be
friends as they play soccer together and share in life together.
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SESSION

4

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

A Welcome Home
Celebration
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert in a place where parents will
notice it.
• Locate TH: Journey and TH: Sudanese Celebration.
• Gather RK 14: New Home.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
a friendship Karen developed over many years with a refugee
family. Karen helped her new friend to learn English, find a job and
eventually get a new home. Karen Morrow walks alongside many new
refugees as they figure out how to live in a new culture.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning Centers
The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the ministries and
life of Karen in Fort Worth. Give
guidance as needed to help the
preschoolers learn as they play.

together and celebrate the coming
birth just as American families do.
Today the preschoolers will play a
fun baby shower game.

Play a Baby Shower
Game
Items needed: two baby dolls; two doll
strollers; two baby blankets

1. One way that Karen has helped
to celebrate life’s joys with the
refugee families is in the American
custom of hosting baby showers.
The women enjoy the time to share
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2. Divide the group into two
teams. Kids on each team will take
turns running down to the dolls,
wrapping the dolls in blankets,
placing the dolls in strollers, and
pushing the stroller back to tag the
next player on their team. Continue
until every child has had a turn.
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Focus on success for each child,
rather than racing to win.
3. Say: Karen Morrow builds
relationships by sharing life’s joys
with the refugee families. She helps
host baby showers to celebrate
with the women in the happy
moments of life. Karen is also there
to walk alongside families as they
face sad and challenging times.
4. Pray that Karen will have
opportunities to show Christ’s love
to all the families she helps.

materials. Let’s explore these
materials together.

Build a Home with
Blocks

3. Invite the children to identify
the different materials and how
they might be used in a home.

Items needed: blocks; RK 14: New
Home

1. Say: It is a big deal for a refugee
family who has left their home
in another country to be able to
get their own home in their new
country. When Nyaduan’s family
was able to move into their new
home, they celebrated and thanked
God for all the ways God had
provided for them.

Create a Welcome
Door Hanger

2. Say: This is a picture of
Nyaduan’s family’s new home.
Show RK 14: New Home.

Items needed: coffee filters; washable
markers; spray bottle; permanent marker;
yarn or string; hole punch

3. Invite the preschoolers to work
together and use the blocks to
build a home.

1. Say: Today we are going to
make a welcome sign that you can
hang on your door as a way to tell
people they are welcome in the
space that is yours.
2. Invite the preschoolers to
decorate a coffee filter with many
bright colors and patterns using
the washable markers. When they
are done coloring, show them how
to lightly spray the filter with the
water bottle to let the colors bleed.
Using the permanent marker, write
the word “Welcome” across the
center of the coffee filter.
3. Help the children punch a
hole in the top of the filter and
add a string hanger. Talk with the
children about how we can make
our homes and our rooms places of
welcome.
4. Use the Bible thought, Be kind
to one another (Eph. 4:32).

2. The journey refugees have taken
to leave their former homes and
ultimately make their new home
in the United States is often not
an easy one. This book shares the
experience of one family to leave
their war-torn country and make it
through a challenging journey to
their new home.

Explore House
Materials
Items needed: variety of materials like
concrete, brick, wood, fabric, rocks,
plastic, metal, etc.

1. Refugees need homes. In their
move to a new country, they may
have lived in lots of different types
of homes like tents, concrete block
homes, apartments, etc. Provide
house materials for preschoolers to
touch and explore.
2. Say: Homes can be made
of many different materials. As
refugees leave their homes and
make their way to their new home
in the United States, they may have
lived in places made of different
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Items needed: The Journey by
Francesca Sanna; TH: Journey; computer
or other device (optional)

1. Before the session, locate The
Journey by Francesca Sanna or
make plans to show TH: Journey,
a video reading of the book.
Preview the book to decide if it is
appropriate for your class.

4. Thank God for helping the
refugees adjust to their new lives
and for helping to provide a home
for Nyaduan and her family.
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Read a Book about
the Refugee Journey

3. Say: Let’s listen to a story about
one refugee family and how they
had to leave their home to make
a new one in a safe place. This
journey had many challenges along
the way.
4. After you read the story, explain
that this is not the same journey
that every refugee has, but just
one example. When a refugee
finally settles in a safe new place,
it is a time of celebration, even
if the transitions, learning, and
challenges of adapting to the new
place are not over. Karen Morrow
helps families celebrate and
welcomes them to their new home.

A p r • M ay | 2020

5. Use the Bible thought, God said,
“I will be with you” (Ex. 3:12).

Join a Sudanese
Celebration
Items needed: TH: Sudanese
Celebration; computer or other device

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Sudanese Celebration and prepare
to show the video on a computer
or other device. Preview the video
and select a portion of the video to
show.

Nyaduan and her husband, Lal,
left South Sudan as refugees,
they knew the days ahead would
not be easy. As they struggled to
make a new life for themselves
in the United States, things were
challenging. Karen Morrow walked
alongside this family for many
years.
3. As they moved into their first
home of their own, they celebrated
and thanked the many people who
helped them achieve their longterm goals.
4. Show a portion of TH: Sudanese
Celebration. Say: Let’s watch this
video of a Sudanese celebration.

2. Say: Refugees enjoy celebrating
in many traditional ways using
dance, songs, and instruments
from their home countries. When

Transition
Go to each learning center and
invite the children to help clean up
their areas. Tell the preschoolers
that when they hear “Welcome!
Welcome!” to join you for Large
Group Time. Bring RK 14: New
Home to Large Group Time.

Large Group Time
1. Say: Today is our last week studying about Karen Morrow in Fort
Worth. Tell me your favorite part of this unit or something that you have
learned about the work that Karen does.
2. Ask: Have any of you ever moved to a new home? What was that like?
3. Say: In our story today we are going to hear about one family that
Karen helped. They had to leave their home and make a new home in
Texas. Their journey was not easy or quick, but they knew that God was
with them through it all. (Show RK 14: New Home.)
4. Tell the story, “A Welcome Home Celebration.”
5. Ask: What ways did Karen help Nyaduan?
6. Pray for Nyaduan and her family as they now help others adjust to
life just as Karen helped them. Also pray for Karen Morrow and her many
ministries to families making new homes in Texas.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 38

FORM

|

A p r • M ay | 2020

Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: Offering “welcome”
to people can come in many
forms. From a kind smile, to
a handshake, using the words
“hello” and “welcome,” hosting
baby showers, offering tutoring,
helping people find local stores,
schools, or transportation, inviting
someone over to play or to come to
church with you. Karen Morrow’s
work helps people know they are
welcome. We can help show that
same spirit of welcome in our
homes, schools, churches, and
communities.

A Welcome Home Celebration
“Welcome, welcome Karen! Please come in and sit down. I
am so happy to see you today,” said Nyaduan. As Karen
came in, Nyaduan offered her a glass of lemonade to drink.
Karen tasted the sweet, refreshing lemonade. “Karen, do you
remember when we first met?” asked Nyaduan. “Do you
remember how I only knew a few English words when we
first came here from Sudan?”
“I remember,” said Karen, “but I also remember how
determined you were to learn. When you came to my English
as a Second Language class, you were a good student and
you always worked hard to learn.” Nyaduan said, “Those
classes were a place of hope for me. I had never learned to
read or write in the language of my home country, but you
helped me learn to read and write in English!”

2. Use the Bible thought, Do those
things that are pleasing to God
(1 John 3:22).

“I’ll never forget the smile on your face when you read your
first book,” said Karen. “You knew that learning to read and
write in English would let you help your children with their
homework and school assignments. It also helped you start
looking for jobs here in the United States.”

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the unit with other leaders.
What worked well and what would
you do differently next time? Look
ahead to the next unit and begin
planning for the session’s learning
centers.

“How many applications do you think we filled out together?”
asked Nyaduan. “Was it 10? 20? Maybe more? You helped me
so much as I filled out each job application, and you even
went with me to job interviews. We hunted for days and
weeks and months before I got my first job here!”
“I thought you never would find a job,” said Karen, “But you
always told me, ‘Don’t worry, Karen, God has a job for me.
We will wait!’ And so, we waited.” “And now I have a good
job, cleaning at the hospital,” said Nyaduan. “And God has
provided us with this wonderful new home through Habitat
for Humanity! So many people in this community came
together to help us build it. I would never have dreamed I
could have a home like this for my family! We are so grateful
for all of your help, Karen, and for your friendship and for
the ways you have shown us God’s love. We have so much to
celebrate and so many things for which to be thankful! It has
been a long transition to adjusting to everything in our new
country, but now we are U.S. citizens and can help others
adjust to life here, too.”
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C B F P R E S C H O O L M I S S I ONAL FOR M AT I ON RESOURCE

Resource Kit

RESOURCE
KIT

1

Roma Flag
Leader: Make a copy for each preschooler.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 1, Art.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

2

dobrý deň (hello)

Ďakujem (thank you)

áno (yes)

prosím (please)

Slovak Words Book
Leader: Make a copy for each preschooler and cut apart the sections.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 1, Books.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

3

Valentine Designs
Leader: Make copies and cut apart the designs.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 3, Art.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

4

All the Feelings
Leader: Make a copy for each preschooler.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 3, Books.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

5

Roma Children
CBF field personnel Jon and Tanya Parks work with about 200 Roma children in schools. They
teach Bible stories that incorporate English vocabulary, which helps Roma children communicate.
Jon and Tanya focus on a different Bible theme every month.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

6

UNIT 1

Jon and Tanya Parks
CBF field personnel Jon and Tanya Parks live in Kosice, Slovakia, where they work with Roma
children, teenagers, and their families. They teach Bible classes to Roma children at school, and
they encourage children to stay in school to have better opportunities and break the cycle of
poverty.
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RESOURCE
KIT

7

Children with Valentines
Although children do not typically receive Valentines in Slovakia, these Roma children were
thrilled to get Valentine cards made by a church in the United States. These were the first
Valentines the Roma children had ever received.

UNIT 1
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My
John 3:16
Bible Book

English
God so loved the
world that he gave
his son.
John 3:16

Albanian
Zoti e deshi aq
shumë botën, sa i
dha djalit të tij.
John 3:16

Spanish
Dios amó tanto al
mundo que le dio a
su hijo.
John 3:16

Swahili
Mungu aliupenda
ulimwengu hata
akamtoa mtoto
wake.
John 3:16

God so loved the
WHOLE World

RESOURCE
KIT

8

Bible Book
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 1, Art.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

9

Abraham and Sarah
Leader: Copy on cardstock and cut out the figures.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 2, Blocks and Puzzles.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

10

Discover Texas Trees
Leader: Make two copies on cardstock and cut apart.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 2, Nature.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

11

Love Art
Leader: Make a copy on cardstock for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 3, Art.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

12
UNIT 2

Ready for School
CBF field personnel Karen Morrow created the Ready for School program in Fort Worth, Texas, to
help refugee families prepare their preschoolers for kindergarten. Karen and other helpers work
with children and parents to teach early literacy, fine motor skills, basic socialization, and other
important skills needed to succeed in school.
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RESOURCE
KIT

13
UNIT 2

Hope Library
Hope Library, in Fort Worth, Texas, offers refugees a place to borrow books, to read and work on
English language skills, and to develop relationships with American friends. Several churches have
partnered together to collect the books, organize and establish the library, and staff it with weekly
helpers.
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New Home
CBF field personnel Karen Morrow has been walking alongside Nyaduan and her family for a long
time. From initially teaching her English, to helping her get a job, and finally celebrating their new
home, Karen’s friendship has been invaluable to Nyaduan as her family transitioned to a new life
in a new country.
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Allergy Alert

If your child is allergic to any of these items,
please inform your child’s leader.
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KIT

15
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Prayers
People
of the

The Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship’s
Yearlong Guide
to Prayer

Prayers of the People is CBF’s year-long guide
to prayer, introducing you to field personnel,
chaplains, pastoral counselors and churches doing
extraordinary work around our world. The guide
includes weekly prayer focus, as well as birthdays of
field personnel, chaplains, pastoral counselors and
CBF staff to pray for during the week.
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