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About the cover
With the help of CBF field personnel Kirk
and Suzie and a team of translators, the Bisu
people in Thailand can now read the Bible in
their own language. A group of new believers
now worship together in the Bisu language.
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About Form

•

Welcome to Form—missional formation curriculum
for teachers of preschoolers ages three to
kindergarten. Each issue of Form contains two units
filled with age-appropriate activities and stories
that provide preschoolers with meaningful learning
experiences and help them to develop a missional
lifestyle.
Form encourages preschoolers to:
• Wonder at the creativity of God in creation,
culture, people, language, and geography.
• Experience the love of God for themselves
and for all creation.
• Explore Scripture and the example of Jesus
that challenges them to love and serve others.
• Nurture an attentiveness to the work of God’s
Spirit in the world.
• Discover the ways God has equipped them
with certain gifts, passions, and interests.
• Meet individuals who are joining in God’s
mission to bring healing and wholeness to the
world.
• Grow in their capacity to love and care for
others.

•

•

A stated Teaching/Learning Aim to guide
teachers as they create a specific learning
environment for preschoolers.
A list of Other Sources of Information that
can assist the teacher and student in going
deeper into the unit’s theme.
A Word Bank with pronunciation guides and
definitions for new vocabulary in the unit.

Session Pages
Each session is structured for a 45-minute to onehour time frame and includes a variety of learning
center activities as well as a large group experience
to synthesize learning. At the beginning of each
session, teachers will find Session Preparation
steps as well as a Session Focus to guide
conversation throughout the session. Helpful time
indicators and icons guide teachers in preparing and
leading each session.
Each unit includes Resource Kit (RK) pages
that include session photos, worksheets, and games
that correspond with learning center activities or
Large Group Time. These pages can be found in the
file labeled “Resource Kit” that was included in the
purchase of your Form download.

Learning Centers

Using Form
Form can be used weekly in traditional missionfocused classes or in other settings when you
desire to give special emphasis to the Christian’s
missional calling. Some ideas include:
• Once a month in Sunday School.
• A full month per quarter in Sunday School.
• Throughout the summer in Sunday School.
• During children’s worship or extended
session.

Unit Introduction
The Unit Introduction provides the following:
• An overview of the unit’s missional theme
and its connection to the Bible.
• Basic information about the missional
individuals the preschoolers will meet during
the unit, including an Info Bank with at-aglance facts.
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Learning centers allow boys and girls to move freely
in areas of the room, discovering, exploring, and
experiencing activities designed to help them learn.
Through conversation teachers provide assistance
and guidance. Preschoolers work at their own
pace either independently or with a small group,
according to their interests and abilities. They may
choose to work in several centers, moving from
one center to another during a session, or they may
choose to work in only one center.
Learning centers should be attractive, inviting,
age-level and developmentally appropriate, and
require little adult supervision. Centers should
facilitate the natural flow of traffic and may utilize
tables, walls, the floor, carpet and carpet squares,
shelves, back of shelves, tents, space under tables,
boxes, etc.
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Additional Resources
for the Teacher

Each session includes the following learning centers:
The Homeliving Center provides preschoolers with
opportunities to act out living at home and other dramatic
activities.

Free online Teacher Helps can
be found under the “Form” icon
at www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
References to Teacher Help items
are designated with TH.

Preschoolers will have the opportunity to express themselves
creatively with a variety of art activities in the Art Center.
Preschoolers find satisfaction working puzzles, manipulating a
variety of objects, and building with blocks when they visit the
Blocks and Puzzles Center.

Each unit includes a downloadable
video at www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

In the Nature Center, preschoolers examine, explore, and
manipulate a variety of nature objects and materials.

Visit cbf.net/shop to order free
copies or download Prayers of the
People, a yearlong guide to prayer
for CBF’s missions and ministries.

Boys and girls will enjoy looking at books, reading them, or
having them read in the Books Center.

Subscribe for free to fellowship!
magazine at www.cbf.net. Stories
of CBF field personnel and mission
engagement can complement Form
lessons.

Preschoolers enjoy singing, listening to music, playing and
exploring musical instruments, playing musical games, and
dancing in the Music and Movement Center.
Many activities suggested in the learning centers are appropriate
for both younger and older preschoolers. Otherwise, you will
find separate activities identified for either younger or older
preschoolers.

Join “CBF Mission Teachers”
on Facebook and join in the
conversation with others
passionate about missional
formation for preschoolers!

Bible thoughts and prayer phrases are interspersed throughout the
learning centers for teachers to incorporate in their conversations
with the preschoolers.

Leading Large Group Time
Large Group Time is “all together time” when preschoolers transition
from learning centers and gather for a large group experience.
Patiently assist boys and girls in bringing their chairs and forming
either a circle or semicircle in front of you. Outlining a circle or
semicircle on the floor with masking tape will give the boys and girls
visual clues as to where to place their chairs. Or, you may want them
to sit on the floor around you.
Large Group Time is designed for those who are three years
old and older. It is the time when the teacher reinforces the mission
concepts that were introduced in the learning centers. The boys and
girls will converse, hear a story, pray, and from time to time, play
games and enjoy musical experiences.
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UNIT

1

Theme: Translation: Good
News

People Focus: Kirk and
Suzie

Ministry Focus: Bible
Translation in Thailand

Scripture Focus:

INFO BANK

Acts 8:26-40

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

Translation: Good
News!
by

Rebecca Hinson Jones

“How can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?” Romans
10:14
When Kirk and Suzie* were living in Thailand teaching English after
college, they became acutely aware of the vast needs for Bible translation
in that part of the world. With over 72 languages in Thailand, many
groups did not have a
written language or books
in their language, much
less a Bible. How would
the people of Southeast
Asia learn about Jesus if
they didn’t even have a
Bible in a language they
could understand?
This question and its
solution intrigued Kirk
and Suzie, leading them
Kirk and Suzie, CBF field personnel, have spent
to study linguistics and
almost 30 years among the Bisu people in Thailand.
go to seminary. After
Along with a team of translators, they have
completing their studies
translated God’s Word into the Bisu language and
in the United States,
recorded the stories of Jesus.
they partnered with
the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship and Wycliffe
Bible Translators, nearly 30 years ago, with the primary task of translating
a Bible for the Bisu people of Thailand. After much study of the local
oral language and culture, working with local nationals as partners, they
established a written alphabet and written Bisu language. They have
helped to write the oral history of the Bisu people, as well as stories and
legends. Kirk and Suzie teach literacy and have trained villagers to teach
the language so that their work will continue for years to come.
The book of Acts tells the story of Philip and the Ethiopian. The
Ethiopian man tried to read the Scriptures in a language that was not his
own. He could not understand what he was reading until Philip came
along and shared the good news with him. In the same way, Kirk and
Suzie have made the Scriptures understandable for the Bisu people so that
they can hear the good news.
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Other Sources of
Information

After eighteen years of learning and working with the Bisu
translation team, the Bisu New Testament was published in 2015,
as well as digital sound recordings in the Bisu language. These
resources allowed the Bisu people to hear and read the Bible in
their heart language for the very first time. Their work continues
now as they translate passages of the Old Testament and continue to
spread the gospel among the Bisu people. Kirk and Suzie continue
to promote education and literacy among the Bisu people and to
advocate for marginalized ethnic minority groups.
The first Bisu believer in Thailand was Toi, a blind young woman
who learned to read braille and type in a nearby city. Toi has been
a great asset to the translation team by typing as people read the
scriptures out loud. The second believer was Por. Por has led many
members of her family to also follow Jesus. Now, over twenty Bisu
Christians meet together to worship and study the Bible.
Thai culture is predominately influenced by the Buddhist
religion. Fear of evil spirits and ghosts lead many Thai people to
offer sacrifices of money, time, crops, and animals and to practice
rituals to appease the bad spirits. The biggest challenge to ministry
for Kirk and Suzie remains a lack of openness to the good news of
the gospel. Pray for the Bisu church in Thailand and for Bisu people
to read the Bible in their language and accept Jesus as their Savior.

1. Visit www.cbf.net/kirksuzie for an
introduction to Kirk and Suzie or to
contribute to the work that they are
doing.
2. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources for this unit.
3. The work of Kirk and Suzie was the
2016-17 Offering for Global Missions
focus. Many pictures of their work
and of Thailand can be seen at www.
flickr.com/photos/thefellowship/
sets/72157667564238713.

*Kirk and Suzie’s last name is withheld for security reasons.
Rebecca Jones is Minister to Children at FBC Wilmington, North
Carolina, where she lives with her husband and three daughters.
She loves helping kids discover new ways God is at work around the
world.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, preschoolers will
learn about Kirk and Suzie,
CBF field personnel who are
working among the Bisu people
in Thailand. Their work focuses
on Bible translation, literacy, and
advocacy among marginalized
people. Preschoolers will come
to understand more about what
Bible translation is and how
hearing God’s Word in one’s
heart language is important to
understanding and believing.

WO R D B A N K
wai [WHY]: intricate traditional Thai greeting involving both hands
together as if praying, combined with a bow; sign of respect based on
the age and status of the giver and the recipient

tekraw: sport played using a rattan ball, similar to volleyball except that
the ball is only touched with the feet, knees, chest or head, not the
hands

tamarind seeds: legumes that grow on trees in pods, with edible pulp;
used in cuisine and traditional medicines around the world

benjarong: traditional form of hand-painted porcelain where multicolored and layered enamels are painted in mostly symmetrical patterns,
often with the use of gold paint
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SESSION

1

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.

Meet Kirk and Suzie
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: February Video. This animated
video provides an entertaining and informative overview of the
unit.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
• Gather RK 1: English and Bisu Letters and make a copy for each
child.
• Gather RK 5: Kirk and Suzie.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will be introduced
to Kirk and Suzie, who have lived and worked among the Bisu people
in Thailand for nearly 30 years. Their work focuses on literacy and
Bible translation. The Bisu New Testament was published in 2015,
after 18 years of work.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers

Eat Rice Cakes

The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the work of Kirk and
Suzie. Give guidance as needed to
help the preschoolers learn as they
play.

Items needed: rice cakes; brown sugar;
napkins or plates; RK 15: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 15: Allergy Alert where
parents will take notice.
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2. Say: Rice is a common food and
crop in Thailand. Many children
help their parents work in the rice
fields after school and on school
breaks. Today we are going to try
one variety of rice, served as a rice
cake.
3. Give each child a rice cake.
Allow them to sprinkle a spoonful
of brown sugar onto their rice cake
before eating it.
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4. Before everyone eats the rice
cakes, say a prayer, thanking God
for the food.

Weave a Mat
Items needed: construction paper;
construction paper strips in multi colors;
scissors; tape

1. Before the session, cut one-inch
strips of construction paper in a
variety of colors.
2. Say: Weaving is a common art
form in Thailand. The people use
looms to make traditional cloth
and they use their hands to weave
baskets. Today, we will weave a
mat.
3. Fold the construction paper
in half lengthwise. Show
preschoolers how to cut along
the fold approximately one-inch
strips without cutting all the way
through.
4. Use the pre-cut one-inch strips
to weave in and out of the mat
and create a pattern or design.
Tape the ends of the strips to the
construction paper to finish the
mat.
5. Use the Bible thought,
Everything God made is beautiful
(Eccl. 3:11).

Make Block Letters
Items needed: wooden blocks

try to use blocks to make letters in
our alphabet.

Explore Letters

2. Encourage the preschoolers
to make the first letter of their
name with the blocks. For older
preschoolers, encourage them to
spell their whole name or a word
like God or love.

Items needed: copy of RK 1: English and
Bisu Letters for each child; crayons

3. Say: When Kirk and Suzie teach
the letters to new readers, they
spend time helping people learn to
make each letter just as you have
done today.

Play with Water
Items needed: water table or plastic tub
of water; flowers; leaves; small sticks;
rocks; scoops; cups; towels

1. Say: In Thailand, there is a
very important festival called
the Songkran Water Festival.
The festival started as a religious
festival, but it has become the
world’s biggest water fight. During
this festival, people play outside
with water squirters and pails.
People soak each other with water
on the hottest days of the year!
Today we are going to play with
water, but we will keep all of our
water in the water table or tub.
2. Encourage the preschoolers to
play with the water and to test and
see which of these nature items
float and which sink.
3. Use the Bible thought, God
made the water (Ps. 104:10).

2. Say: The letters that Kirk and
Suzie use when they translate the
Bible into the Bisu language look
different than the letters we use in
English. The letters in Bisu can be
said with different tones — high,
medium, and low. These tone
changes make the same word have
an entirely different meaning!
Learning to speak, write, and
translate more than one alphabet
and language takes time and
patience.
3. Guide the preschoolers to trace
over the letters with a crayon.
4. Ask: Which letters do you like
best? Which ones are easiest to
make?
5. Pray, asking God to help Kirk
and Suzie and the translation team
as they continue to translate the
Old Testament for the Bisu people.

Play Tekraw
Items needed: balloons; string or rope;
chairs

1. Before the session, inflate a few
balloons and tie a string or rope
between two chairs to make a low
net.

1. Say: Kirk and Suzie had to
create an alphabet for the Bisu
language. It had never before been
written down. Bisu letters look
very different than English letters,
and there are lots more Bisu letters
than English letters. Today we will
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1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 1: English and Bisu Letters
for each child.

2. Say: A popular game in
Thailand is tekraw. In this game,
players use a small, hard, woven
ball and kick it back and forth over
a net using their feet and knees.
This game is becoming so popular
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that it will become an Olympic
sport in 2022.
3. Say: Today we will play a game
where we will use a balloon as our
ball. Try to get the ball over the net
without using your hands. We will
use several balloons going at once
to keep play moving and fun.

Transition
Go to each learning center and
encourage the preschoolers to
finish their activity and help with
clean up. Tell them that Large
Group Time will begin in a couple
of minutes. Invite the preschoolers
to join you for Large Group Time
when they see you move to sit
down. When everyone has arrived,
ask them what their favorite
learning center was today. Bring
RK 5: Kirk and Suzie and prepare
to show TH: February Video.

Large Group Time
1. Say: We are beginning a new unit about CBF field personnel Kirk and
Suzie, who minister in Thailand by translating the Bible. They found out
that the Bisu people did not have a written language and have committed
nearly 30 years to creating a written alphabet, written language, and
Bible translation in the Bisu language so that people can hear about
Jesus.
2. Ask: What did you learn about Kirk and Suzie or Thailand in the
learning centers?
3. Show TH: February Video, an animated video which provides an
entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
4. Say: Let’s learn to greet one another with a wai [WHY]. This is the
traditional greeting in Thailand to say “hello,” “goodbye,” or “I’m sorry.”
People put their hands together like they are praying and make a slight
bow to one another. The younger person always wais first. Let’s wai to
one another before we hear our story.
5. Tell the story, “Meet Kirk and Suzie.”
6. Ask: What are some of the things that Kirk and Suzie do?
7. Lead the preschoolers in a prayer. Thank God for the work that Suzie
and Kirk are doing in Thailand. Pray that more people will want to learn
about God’s love as they hear the Bible in their heart language.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 8

FORM

|

F e b • M a r | 2019

Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: Today we were introduced
to the work of Kirk and Suzie. They
are helping people learn to read
Bisu and to find out about God’s
love through a new translation of
the Bible. An important part of their
work is learning the customs and
culture of the people so that their
translation makes good sense to the
people who read it.

Meet Kirk and Suzie
Dear Friends,
Thank you for writing to us! We are so glad that you are
learning about missions at church, and we are happy to tell
you about our work and life in Thailand. We came to Thailand
almost 30 years ago! Our three children have grown up here,
and we call this our home. We love so many things about
Thailand, from the yummy rice and noodles we love to eat, to
the beautiful woven baskets and cloth that people make. We
love the people here and the relaxed, fun way they enjoy life!

2. Ask: Do you remember how
to wai? People wai when they say
goodbye and hello. As we leave
today, let’s wai to one another.

When we first moved to Thailand, we learned that there were
many languages here that did not have an alphabet or a way
to write them down. That meant that they also did not have
any books or Bibles to read! We wanted to change that. First,
we had to learn the Bisu language. Next, we had to create
an alphabet so that we could start writing down the words.
Then we worked with a team to write the Bible in the words
that the Bisu people could understand. This was a very slow
process and took us many years.

3. As parents arrive, share with
them about what the preschoolers
learned today about Kirk and Suzie
and the Bisu people.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the day’s session. What went
well, and what could be improved
for next time? Read the next session
and begin thinking about how you
will implement the plans and what
items you need.

We spent many days working on a computer to write down
the stories of Jesus. We also recorded the Bible in the Bisu
language for people to hear. To make the recordings, we had
to read the words again and again to get them just right. The
recordings make it possible for people who cannot read well
to be able to hear the Bible in their own language.
Many people have now been able to read the Bible and hear
it in Bisu. Over 20 people have decided to believe in Jesus
and follow him! They are now meeting together as a new
Bisu church in Thailand. We keep teaching people about
Jesus. Will you pray that more people will hear the good news
and believe in Jesus? We are blessed to serve as CBF field
personnel because we know that there are friends like you
and churches like yours who are supporting us and praying
for us and for the Bisu people.
Kirk and Suzie

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 9
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SESSION

2

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

Hearing the Bible in
My Language
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Collect the materials needed for the lantern craft and pad Thai
noodle tasting.
• Gather RK 2: Thai Puzzles and make a copy for each child.
• Gather RK 6: Following Jesus for Large Group Time.
• Locate TH: Jar Lanterns and TH: Traditional Dance.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
the first Bisu believer who came to follow Jesus and how she has now
used her gifts to help on the translation team. Preschoolers will learn
about Thai life and culture and recognize that not everyone has a
Bible that they can read.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers

Eat Pad Thai Noodles

The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the translation
ministry that Kirk and Suzie lead in
Thailand. Give guidance as needed
to help the preschoolers learn as
they play.

Items needed: pad Thai noodles (from a
local Thai restaurant or prepared from the
grocery store); plates; forks; napkins; RK
15: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, display RK
15: Allergy Alert where parents
will see it. Decide how you will
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attain pad Thai noodles for your
group — either purchased from a
restaurant or prepared in advance.
2. Say: Pad Thai noodles are one
of the favorite foods of Kirk and
Suzie and their family. Today we
will taste these noodles and see if
we enjoy eating them too.
3. Before eating, offer a prayer of
thanks to God for the food.
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4. Invite the children to taste the
noodles, which are a staple in a
Thai diet.

knock down stacks of “fish” with
your rubber band harpoons.

Work Thai Puzzles
Items needed: RK 2: Thai Puzzles;
cardstock; scissors

Make a Lantern
Items needed: one glass or plastic jar
per child; tissue paper squares; watereddown white glue or Mod Podge; foam
paintbrushes; pipe cleaners; pony beads;
one battery-operated tea light per child;
TH: Jar Lantern

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Jar Lantern for an example of this
project.
2. Explain that in Thailand,
lantern festivals are an important
cultural celebration. Lanterns are
released in water and in the sky.
Today preschoolers are making a
lantern to remind them that Jesus
is the light of the world.
3. Use the watered-down glue or
Mod Podge to attach tissue paper
squares all over the outside of the
jar. Apply the glue or Mod Podge
mixture liberally underneath and
on top of the tissue paper squares.
Wrap one pipe cleaner around the
top of the jar. String beads onto
another pipe cleaner and attach it
as a handle.
4. Insert a battery-operated light
into each lantern and let dry.
5. Say: When you see this lantern
at home, remember to pray for the
Bisu people. Ask God to help more
Bisu people know that Jesus is the
light of the world.

1. Before the session, print RK 2:
Thai Puzzles on cardstock paper
and cut apart into smaller pieces.
2. Say: These puzzles show
us some different scenes from
Thailand where Kirk and Suzie live
and work.
3. Ask: Can you find the rice
fields? How about the local
market? Where are the children at
the Bisu church? Do you see the
lanterns hung for a festival?
4. Use the Bible thought, God is
with you in everything you do (Gen.
21:22).
5. Say: God is with Kirk and Suzie
as they build relationships, teach
reading and writing, and translate
the Bible to help people know
about Jesus.

Harpoon Pretend Fish
Items needed: permanent marker; one
thick rubber band per child; one index
card per child; paper or plastic disposable
cups

1. Before the session, draw a
simple fish shape on the side of
each of the plastic cups. Stack
them into a pyramid shape. Fold
the index cards four times, until
they are a small, thick rectangle
shape to be used in the rubber
band harpoon.

FORM

Use Letters to Spell
Words
Items needed: plastic alphabet letters or
alphabet blocks; index cards; marker

1. Before the session, write the
words “Bible,” “church,” “love,”
“rice,” “fish,” and “lantern” on
index cards.
2. Say: The work of creating a
written language involves teaching
people the alphabet and how to
read. Kirk and Suzie have been
helping Bisu people learn to read
so that they can read many things,
including the Bible.
3. Preschoolers will use the letters
or alphabet blocks to spell the
words on the cards. If desired,
allow them to choose some of their
own words about Thailand to spell.

Dance to Thai Music

2. Say: In Thailand, boys often
make rubber band harpoons to use
to catch small fish while playing
in the river. Today, we will try to
COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 11

3. Demonstrate to the children
how to stretch the rubber band
between your thumb and index
finger. Place the folded index card
in the harpoon and pull back
to launch the folded index card
toward the stack of cups. See how
many “fish” can be harpooned in
one throw. Restack the cups and
continue taking turns with the
“harpoons.”

|

Items needed: TH: Traditional Dance;
computer or other device

1. Traditional Thai dancing
reflects the customs and dress of
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the villages where Kirk and Suzie
work. Children can try to dance
along as they see and hear the
local Thai styles.
2. Show TH: Traditional Dance.
3. Invite the preschoolers to
dance along as they observe the
traditional dress, music, and dance
styles.

Transition
Move around the room to each
learning center and ask the
preschoolers to begin cleaning up
their area. Ask them to join you
for Large Group Time as soon as
they finish returning supplies to
their proper locations. Bring RK
6: Following Jesus to Large Group
Time.

Large Group Time
1. Ask: Do you have a Bible in your house? Do you have a kids’ version
of the Bible?
2. Say: Today we have been learning more about life in Thailand and the
ministry of Kirk and Suzie as they teach reading and writing and translate
the Bible. Many people have no Bibles in their homes. In the Bisu village
where Kirk and Suzie work, people did not have a Bible in their own
language!
3. Say: The first person in the village who decided to follow Jesus was a
woman named Toi. After she believed in Jesus, she helped the translation
team write the Bible in the Bisu language.
4. Tell the story, “Hearing the Bible in my Language.”
5. Show RK 6: Following Jesus. Can you imagine never hearing the Bible
in English? What would it be like to suddenly hear this good news in a
language you could understand? That’s what happened when Kirk and
Suzie translated the Bible into the Bisu language. Now people who speak
Bisu can read and hear the Bible in their own language.
6. Lead the preschoolers in a prayer. Thank God for Kirk and Suzie and
for the translation team’s work in Thailand.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: Today we learned about
Toi, who was the first believer in
the Bisu village. Toi was blind. She
could have used that as an excuse
not to be involved with helping
others know about Jesus. Instead,
Toi used her careful attention to
details in listening to help the
translation team do their work!

Hearing the Bible in
My Language
“Good afternoon Toi!” said Suzie as she sat down at the table.
The translation team was meeting to start working on the
translation of a new Bible story. “Do you remember when we
first met?” asked Toi as she greeted Suzie with a wai, and they
waited on the other team members to arrive.

2. Ask: Have you ever thought of
an excuse for why you can’t help
God or tell someone else about
Jesus?

“Of course I do,” said Suzie as she waied back. “It was such a
happy day! You were the very first Bisu believer that we met
in Thailand.”

3. Say: Ask God to help you share
about Jesus, without letting any
excuses get in the way.

“I was filled with joy to meet you, too! You know I was eight
years old when I became blind. Because of that, my doctor
helped me go to a special school for people who are blind.
The school was located in another city. There I learned to
read using little bumps on paper called braille. I also learned
to type on a computer there. A friend at the school told me
about Jesus, and I believed. When it was time for me to come
back home to my village, I was afraid that people would not
understand my decision to follow Jesus,” said Toi. “When I
met you here, I found a friend.”

4. As parents arrive to pick up their
children, thank them for bringing
the children to church to learn
about missions. Share with them
briefly about the lesson learned
tonight.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Reflect on
the session. What went well and
what can be improved for the next
session? Look ahead to the next
session and consider what supplies
you will need for the activities you
choose.

“Toi, have you ever been sad that you are blind?” asked Suzie.
“I used to be a little sad,” said Toi, “but now I know that my
blindness led me to know about Jesus. It also helps me in our
work to translate the Bible into Bisu. I think that I’m better at
hearing important words and making the words make sense
because of my blindness. My ears are really good at hearing.”
“You are right. Your ears and fingers are very important parts
of our translation team!” said Suzie. “I remember when you
read the Bible to me in the Bisu language for the first time,”
said Toi. “It helped me understand even more about God’s
love and let me know that God spoke my language and
understood my prayers.”
The door opened and Kirk, Por, and Akahra came into the
room. Everyone exchanged wais and sat down to begin the
day’s translation and recording work. Kirk began with a prayer.
“Thank you, God, for this translation team. Help us to make
the words make sense and tell the good news to the Bisu
people. Amen,” said Kirk.
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SESSION

3

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.

Following Jesus
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert where parents will notice it.
• Locate TH: Fruit Palm Tree, TH: Benjarong, TH: Benjarong Photos,
and TH: Hush Book.
• Gather RK 3: Thai Matching Game and RK 7: Bisu Believers.
• Prepare for the Closing Activity by creating a simple invitation to
an upcoming event at your church for children to decorate.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will hear about
new Bisu believers who are sharing about Jesus with other friends
and family members. They will be encouraged to invite their own
friends to come to church. They will hear about Thai life and culture
and see how Kirk’s and Suzie’s work is continuing to spread the good
news of Jesus in Thailand.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers

Locate TH: Fruit Palm Tree for a
photo of the snack.

The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the ministries and life
of Kirk and Suzie in Thailand. Give
guidance as needed to help the
preschoolers learn as they play.

Create a Fruit Palm
Tree
Items needed: TH: Fruit Palm Tree;
one half banana per child; plastic knives;
mandarin oranges; kiwi or green apples;
one sharp knife for teacher use; plates;
napkins; RK 15: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, cut the kiwi
or green apples into slices. Peel
and slice the mandarin oranges.
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2. Say: Fruit carving is popular in
Thailand. The carvings can be very
detailed and beautiful. Many fancy
designs can be carved into fruit.
3. Say: Today we will create
our own fruit palm trees before
enjoying a healthy snack.
4. Give each child a plastic knife
and help him or her peel the
banana half. Demonstrate how

F e b • M a r | 2019

to use the plastic knife to cut
the banana into slices. Place the
banana slices on a plate in a row
like a tree trunk.
5. Show the preschoolers how to
add green kiwi or apples for palm
branches and mandarin orange
slices at the bottom for sand.
6. Use the Bible thought, God
gives food to us (Ps. 136:25). Say a
prayer, thanking God for the food
before eating the snack.

Paint Benjarong Style
Items needed: copy of TH: Benjarong for
each child; five colors of paint (including
gold, if possible); small paintbrushes; TH:
Benjarong Photos

1. Say: Benjarong painting is a
Thai style of painting where small,
detailed designs are painted in
layers of paint on white cups. The
designs use a lot of gold accents
and were often common among
royalty. (Show TH: Benjarong
Photos.)
2. Today preschoolers will enjoy
painting a paper cup outline
with Thai designs using paints
and brushes. Give each child a
copy of TH: Benjarong and invite
the children to create their own
Benjarong designs.
3. Say: One way that Kirk and
Suzie share about God’s love with
people is by hosting guests and
sharing conversation with the
people they meet from day to day.
As you see your benjarong cup,
remember the relationships that
Kirk and Suzie are trying to build
to share the good news.
4. Pray for opportunities for Kirk
and Suzie to develop relationships
to share about Jesus.

3. Use the animal figures in
your classroom to encourage the
preschoolers to create a jungle
scene. Use play dough to create
trees, shrubs and flowers in the
jungle.

Play a Matching
Game
Items needed: two copies of RK 3: Thai
Matching Game

4. Use the Bible thought, God
made the animals (Gen 1:25).

1. Before the session, make two
copies of RK 3: Thai Matching
Game and cut apart the cards.
2. Turn the cards face down on a
table and allow the children to turn
over two cards at a time looking
for matching cards. See if the
children can identify the objects as
they make a match.

Read a Thai Lullaby
Book

3. Say: Kirk and Suzie have lived
in Thailand for nearly 30 years. All
of the things that were once very
different to them are now familiar
because Thailand is their home.

Items needed: TH: Hush Book;
computer or other device

Play with Jungle
Animals

3. Say: This book is a Thai lullaby
story about a baby and his mother.
The mother tries to keep all of the
animals from waking up the baby
while he sleeps.

Items needed: jungle animal play
figures; play dough

1. Say: Many animals live in
Thailand’s dense, dark jungles.
Some of the most unusual animals
include the Malayan tapir, boar,
porcupine, monkey, flying squirrel,
and gibbon. Birds of many species
and pheasants are common. Many
insects including armored beetles
and moths with wings spanning
over one foot populate the jungle
areas. Many snakes, including
several poisonous varieties love the
warm tropical climate.
2. Say: Tall wooded areas with
many types of trees are found in
Thailand. Fruit trees grow with
ease in the tropical climate and
rich soil. Beautiful flowers like the
lotus, orchid, hibiscus and jasmine
grow in the wild.
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1. Before the session, preview and
prepare to show TH: Hush Book.
2. Gather the preschoolers
and show TH: Hush Book on a
computer or other device.

4. Listen as the story is read and
look at the Thai pictures.

Sing about Following
Jesus
Items needed: none

1. Say: Let’s sing together the
song, “I Have Decided to Follow
Jesus.” We can sing this song as
a prayer. As we sing the words,
think about people who have just
heard about Jesus in the Bisu
New Testament. Pray that they
will decide to follow Jesus for
themselves.
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2. Teach preschoolers the words
to the song, “I Have Decided to
Follow Jesus.”
I have decided to follow Jesus.
I have decided to follow Jesus.
I have decided to follow Jesus.
No turning back. No turning
back.

Transition
Go to each learning center and ask
the preschoolers to begin cleaning
up. Tell them that when they hear
you sing the ABC’s song, it’s time
to join you for Large Group Time.
Gather RK 7: Bisu Believers and
move to Large Group Time.

Large Group Time
1. Show RK 7: Bisu Believers to the preschoolers. This picture shows Bisu
believers meeting together to worship and learn about Jesus.
2. Say: Today’s story is about Por, who was the second believer in the
Bisu village. Por decided to follow Jesus and then led many members of
her family to follow Jesus, too. None of these believers would have heard
the story of Jesus in their own language without the translation work of
Kirk and Suzie. Kirk and Suzie want people everywhere to know of Jesus’
love.
3. Tell the story, “Following Jesus.”
4. Ask: In our story, who has been inviting others to come and hear
about Jesus? Are there people that you could you invite to come to church
with you? Who could you tell about Jesus?
5. Lead the preschoolers in a prayer. Thank God for the Bisu Christians.
Ask God to help them continue to lead other people to know and follow
Jesus. Pray that people will have hearts open to hearing the good news.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Before the session, think of an
event at your church – perhaps
a special event or a regularly
scheduled church program that
would be appropriate to invite
someone new to attend. Create an
invitation that the preschoolers can
decorate and deliver to a friend.

Following Jesus
“Mama, can we go to church?” Ra asked. “I heard a story
about Jesus on a recording in the village today. I understood
the words. They were in Bisu. They were telling about Jesus
welcoming little children. The people with the recording
said they were going to meet at the church later. Can we go,
please?”

2. Say: Por invited her friends to
church in Thailand. Let’s make
an invitation to invite our friends
to come to our church. Think of
someone from your school or
neighborhood that you could invite.
Let’s decorate these invitations and
then you can take one with you to
give to your friend.

Ra’s mother was not sure if she wanted to go to church. She
believed in evil spirits and did not want to make bad things
happen to her family. She worried. She did not know much
about the Bible or about Jesus.
A few minutes later, Ra’s neighbor Por came over. Por asked,
“Would you like to come to church with me today? I have
decided to follow Jesus. I now have peace. I know that the
evil spirits were not truth and that Jesus is the truth. I want
you to know that peace and that truth, too.” Ra’s mother
said, “I do not know if I will understand the words from the
Bible.” Por said, “I did not understand before either, but now
the Bible is in Bisu. Some friends named Kirk and Suzie have
finished translating the New Testament into our language. You
will be able to understand! Will you come? My mother, my
father, my brother, and my cousin will all be there. I told them
about God’s love, and they have all decided to follow Jesus!”

3. As parents arrive, thank the
preschoolers for coming today and
participating in the session.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the session. What worked well
and what could be improved for the
next session? Read over Session 4
and consider what items you’ll need
to prepare in advance. Reflect on
today’s story and consider how you
can make it a part of your own life
this week.

Ra asked again, “Mama, can we go, please?” Ra’s mother was
still a little unsure, but Por’s kind and gentle spirit seemed to
ease her mind. “Okay, I think we can go and hear. Thank you
for inviting us, Por. We will come with you today,” said Ra’s
mother. “Deciding to follow Jesus is the best decision I ever
made,” said Por. “I want you to know this joy and this peace
and this hope that I have, too.”
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SESSION

4

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

Help Me
Understand
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert where parents will notice it.
• Locate TH: Elephant Song and prepare to show the video.
• Gather RK 4: Bible Verse Coloring and make a copy for each child.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
the biblical story of Philip and the Ethiopian man from Acts 8:26-40.
Preschoolers will see that just as Philip helped the man understand,
Kirk and Suzie help Bisu people understand more about the Bible.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers
The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the ministries and life
of Kirk and Suzie in Thailand. Give
guidance as needed to help the
preschoolers learn as they play.

are different. Let’s practice a few
new Thai manners as we enjoy a
snack today.

Learn Thai Manners
and Enjoy a Snack

2. Say: In Thailand, people take
off their shoes when entering a
home or temple. Let’s leave our
shoes by the door.

Items needed: banana chips; small
bowls; plastic forks; spoons

1. Say: Thai culture practices some
manners that are very similar to
American culture and some that
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3. Say: People do not sit with
their feet pointing at anyone. Feet
are considered an unholy part
of the body, and it is impolite to
point your feet at someone. People
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also do not ever touch another
person on the head. The head
is considered the most holy part
of the body and should not be
touched.

5. Assist the preschoolers in
writing names and creating their
prayer chains. Consider adding
Kirk and Suzie and the Bisu people
to the chains.

4. Say: While eating, it is impolite
to make any noise. Each person
uses an individual bowl, and
spoons are the main tools for
eating. A fork is used to push food
onto the spoon.

6. Use the Bible thought, God
hears me when I pray (Ps. 66:19).

5. Say: Let’s try eating some
banana chips using our spoons to
scoop them into our mouths and
our forks to push them onto our
spoons. Let’s say a prayer, thanking
God for our food before we eat.

Make a Prayer Chain
Items needed: construction paper; glue
sticks or staplers; markers

1. Before the session, cut
construction paper into one-inchwide strips, several for each child.
2. Say: Believers in another
country had been praying to God
for 30 years, asking for a Bible in
their own language. Kirk and Suzie
were surprised to find out about
this group of people. They did not
know that the work they were
doing was answering a prayer of a
people they had never even met.

3. Help the preschoolers find a
partner. Have one partner sit on
the paper leaf or beach towel and
the other partner push and pull
the child on the leaf across the
designated area of play. Once they
reach the other side, the partners
should switch places and push or
pull one another back to the other
side of the playing area.

Build a Chariot
Items needed: wooden blocks

1. Say: In today’s Bible story,
an Ethiopian man was riding in
a chariot, reading the Bible. He
didn’t understand what he was
reading so another man helped
him understand what the words
were saying.
2. Say: This is like the work that
Kirk and Suzie do to help the Bisu
people understand the words of the
Bible in a way that is meaningful
to them.
3. Using the blocks, guide the
preschoolers to build a chariot like
the Ethiopian man was riding in
when Philip came to tell him about
Jesus.
4. Pray, asking God to give us
chances to help people understand
more about Jesus.

3. Say: It is important to talk to
God. We can bring our requests
and our thanks, our praises and
our regrets to God. We can speak,
and we can listen when we pray.

Sled on Coconut
Leaves

4. Explain to the preschoolers that
they will make a prayer chain. They
will write the names of people they
want to pray for on strips of paper
and attach them into a paper chain.
Each day they can take off one
loop from the chain and pray for
that person or group of people.

1. Before the session, cut out large
leaf-shaped pieces from poster
board or bulletin board paper. Cut
enough for one leaf for every two
or three children. You may choose
to use beach towels instead.

Items needed: bulletin board paper,
poster board, or beach towels
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2. Say: Bisu children in the
villages enjoy “sledding” on
branches from coconut, palm, or
banana trees while friends pull
them around. The preschoolers
today will have a chance to
experience this fun game on
pretend coconut leaves.
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Learn a Bible Verse
Items needed: copy of RK 4: Bible Verse
Coloring for each child; crayons

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 4: Bible Verse Coloring for
each child.
2. Say: The Bible tells us, Tell
people everywhere about Jesus
(Matt. 28:19).
3. Say: Let’s learn this verse and
say it together. Then we’ll color
the verse as we think about how
Kirk and Suzie are helping to tell
people about Jesus in Thailand.
God called Kirk from Colorado and
Suzie from Texas to go all the way
to Thailand to tell people about
Jesus. We can tell people about
Jesus right now, right where we
are, or one day God may call one
of you to tell people about Jesus
around the world.
4. Give each child a copy of RK 4
and encourage the children to color
the page. As they color, talk about
ways that they can tell people
about Jesus.
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Learn the Elephant
Song
Items needed: TH Elephant Song;
computer or other device

3. Say: Kirk and Suzie use this
song whenever they work with
groups of children to help them
hear and learn about the Thai
language.
4. Show TH: Elephant Song and
encourage the children to sing
along.

1. The Thai language sounds
very different than English. Today
the preschoolers will try to learn
to say and sound out some Thai
words as they sing along with a
fun children’s song called, “The
Elephant Song.”
2. Say: Elephants are a valued
part of Thai culture. A special
elephant festival is held each year
in November. Over one hundred
elephants and their expert trainers
come together to showcase the
beauty, strength, and intelligence
of elephants.

Transition
Go to each learning center and
invite the children to help clean up
their area. Tell the preschoolers to
come and join you for Large Group
Time.

Large Group Time
1. Say: This is our last session to learn about Kirk and Suzie in Thailand.
Tell me your favorite part of this unit or something that you have learned.
2. Ask: Can you remember what Kirk and Suzie do to help people learn
about Jesus?
3. Say: They are translating the Bible into the language that the Bisu
people speak and understand. Today we are going to hear a Bible story
from the book of Acts about a man who didn’t understand all that he was
reading until someone helped him know what the words meant.
4. Tell the story, “Help Me Understand,” based on the story of Philip and
the Ethiopian.
5. Ask: How did Philip help the Ethiopian man? How is that like what
Kirk and Suzie do?
6. Pray for Kirk and Suzie and the work that they do to help others
understand the Bible and God’s great love.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Ask: Can you imagine only
having a Thai Bible to teach you
about Jesus? It would be nearly
impossible to understand what
good news the Bible has to share.
Hear these words in Thai about
God. “พระเจ้าทรงรักคุณ” (Phra chao
thon gara kkhun). Do they mean
much to you?

Help Me Understand
One day a follower of Jesus named Philip was walking down a
desert road. Along the journey, he saw an important Ethiopian
man. The man had been to Jerusalem to worship and was
now going back home. The man was reading from the book of
Isaiah, in the Bible, as he rode home in his chariot.
Philip felt the Spirit of God nudge him and say, “Go over to
the chariot and stay near it.” So Philip went. He overheard
the man reading from the Bible and asked him, “Do you
understand the words that you are reading?”

2. Ask: What about these same
words in English? “God loves you.”
Those are good news words, but
hearing them in a way that you
understand makes all the difference.

The Ethiopian man said, “No, these words are confusing, and
I need someone to explain it to me.” So he invited Philip to
come into the chariot to tell him what the scriptures meant.
Philip explained that the passage told about Jesus and that it
was good news! After listening to Philip, the man believed in
Jesus. As they traveled further, the man said to Philip, “Here
is some water. Will you baptize me?” Philip baptized the man,
and he left filled with joy!

3. Say: Kirk and Suzie are helping
more people to understand the
good news of the Bible through
the Bisu Bible translation. They are
sharing with people about God’s
love and the hope that Jesus offers
to everyone.
4. Use the Bible thought, Jesus
said, “God loves you and I love you”
(John 15:9).

It is hard to understand the Bible when it is not available in
your own language. Bisu people in Thailand who did not have
their own Bisu Bible may have felt like the Ethiopian man in
this story. When Suzie asked her Bisu friend, Por, how she felt,
she said, “Before, I could not understand without someone to
explain it to me.” Now that Por is able to read the scriptures
in her own language, she can understand the good news
about Jesus. The work that CBF field personnel Kirk and Suzie
have done to translate the Bible into the Bisu language is
making a way for more people to believe in Jesus and be filled
with joy!
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AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the unit with the other
leaders. What worked well and
what would you do differently next
time? Look ahead to the next unit
and begin planning for the next
unit’s learning activities.
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UNIT

2

Theme: After the Storm
People focus: People
affected by hurricanes
Harvey and Irma

Ministry focus: Disaster
recovery in Texas and
Florida

Mission Context:
Disaster recovery

Scripture focus:

INFO BANK

Luke 8:22-25

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

After the Storm
by

Janet Cleland

Have you ever been in a really bad rainstorm? A storm with wind, rain,
thunder, and lightning; a storm so strong you thought your house would
blow over? Maybe some of you have experienced a hurricane that causes
lots of damage to homes, cars, the land, and people. In the late summer
of 2017, Hurricane Harvey cut a path of destruction in the Houston area
of Texas. Soon after Harvey, Hurricane Irma hit Florida and Puerto Rico,
leaving her path of
destruction. In this unit
you will learn about
these hurricanes and the
damage they brought.
You will discover how
the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, along with
many churches and
individuals responded to
the needs of the disaster.
We will experience
the story of Jesus calming
the storm from Luke 8:
22-25. When Jesus and
his disciples were in the
boat crossing the lake, a
A team of students traveled to Houston, Texas, to
terrible storm came up.
help rebuild homes and lives after Hurricane Harvey
Jesus was asleep and the
devastated the area. In a Cambodian refugee comdisciples were scared. The
munity, the students rebuilt greenhouses so that
disciples woke up Jesus
the people could farm again.
and Jesus calmed the
storm right before their
eyes. They were amazed!
Many people in Texas and
Florida were afraid when Hurricane Harvey and Irma came through their
cities. We will learn how God can do amazing things through people who
are willing to help other people in times of disaster.
We will hear stories about Butch and Nell Green, CBF field personnel
in Houston, Texas. Butch and Nell are heading up all the recovery efforts
in the greater Houston area. We will learn about the area of Houston
that had the greatest devastation, Rosharon. This is a Cambodian refugee
farming community about 30 miles south of Houston, where seventy
percent of the homes were affected by the storm.
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Other Sources of
Information

In Florida, Hurricane Irma left the city of Jacksonville a disaster
area. After the hurricane winds caused devastating damage, the
Ribault River on the north side of Jacksonville flooded to waist-high
levels. Many homes in that neighborhood were flooded and in need
of rebuilding. We will hear about many people who came together
to help this neighborhood recover from the storm. We will learn
about three organizations that partnered together to complete the
work that needed to be done in this area of Jacksonville, Florida.
Yellow House, Builders Care, and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
of Florida have been working together to provide relief, recovery,
and hope to the people of Jacksonville.
Together we will discover that Jesus calmed the storm in the
story in Luke and Jesus calms the storm in our lives, too. When
natural disasters occur, it takes many willing people who lovingly
give of their time, talents, and resources to help those in need to
recover. Disaster relief happens when people work together to
rebuild the homes, businesses, and lives of those who experienced
the destruction of the storm. Life does continue after the storm. God
uses people to provide hope to those whose lives have been turned
upside down.

1. See two articles about disaster
relief in fellowship! Magazine Winter
2017-2018 pages 20 – 23: http://issuu.
com/fellowship/docs/dec17-feb18_
fellowship_final?e=1254077/55937623
and fellowship! Magazine Summer
2018, pages 19-21: https://issuu.
com/fellowship/docs/summer18_
fellowship?e=1254077/62034756
2. Read a CBF blog on hurricane
recovery in Florida: https://cbfblog.
com/2018/06/06/all-that-we-let-in/
3. Review the CBF blog on Hurricane
Harvey in Texas https://cbfblog.
com/2017/12/26/convergence/
4. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources for this unit.

Janet Cleland is the Minister to Children, Families, and Outreach at
First Baptist Church, Athens, Georgia. She loves discovering God with
children and helping families discover God together.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, preschoolers will
learn that God is always with us
and God calms the storms of life.
They will hear stories and learn
about the work of CBF disaster
relief and recovery ministries.
They will be introduced to CBF
field personnel Butch and Nell
Green. They will learn about
CBF personnel, churches, and
volunteers who helped and
continue to help with recovery
efforts in the Houston, Texas,
area after Hurricane Harvey and
the Jacksonville, Florida, area
after Hurricane Irma.

WO R D B A N K
hurricane: large tropical storm system with high-powered circular winds
first responder: person designated or trained to respond to an
emergency

refugee: person who has been forced to leave their country in order to
escape war, persecution, or natural disaster

greenhouse: building, room, or area, usually chiefly of glass, used for
cultivating tender plants or growing plants out of season

muck: to remove dirt, rubbish, or waste matter
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SESSION

1

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers

The Calm after the
Storm
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: March Video. This animated
video provides an entertaining and informative overview of the
unit.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
• Locate TH: Storm in a Bottle and TH: Storm Sounds.
• Locate RK 8: Jesus Calms the Storm.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will be introduced
to CBF personnel, churches, and volunteers who have been a
part of hurricane recovery efforts after Hurricane Harvey in Texas
and Hurricane Irma in Florida. They will learn about the story of
Jesus calming the storm and begin to understand that Jesus calms
the storms in our lives. The learning centers will give children an
opportunity to experience and understand the work of the hurricane
relief efforts.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

Make Stormy Pudding

The learning centers will help
preschoolers learn and understand
about hurricanes, the harm they
cause and the people who helped
those who had damage. As they
play, they will experience learning
about the story of Jesus calming
the storm from Luke 8: 22-25.

Items needed: recipe ingredients; large
jar with lid; bowls; spoons; RK 15: Allergy
Alert

Recipe ingredients:
1 box instant vanilla pudding
2 cups cold milk
1-2 drops blue food coloring
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package graham crackers
cheese cube per child
pretzel stick per child
fruit rollup per child

1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 15: Allergy Alert where
parents will see it. Set out the jar
and all the pudding ingredients.
Measure out the milk.
2. Say: A hurricane is a really
strong storm that blows lots of rain
and wind at really high speeds.

|

F e b • M a r | 2019

People in the Houston, Texas, area
and in the Jacksonville, Florida,
area had these storms blow
through their cities. In our story
today, we will hear about a storm
that Jesus calmed.
3. Guide the children to make
stormy pudding. Place the vanilla
instant pudding and the milk in
a jar then pass the jar around for
everyone to shake it up and make
it stormy! Pour the pudding in the
bowls and let the children make
some waves on it by adding a drop
of blue food coloring. Then put
the “boat” on the pudding (water).
Use the graham cracker as the base
with a cheese cube on top. Put the
pretzel in the cube and the fruit
roll up sail around the pretzel.
4. Before everyone eats their
snack, say of prayer of thanks for
the food.

Paint a Storm Cloud
Items needed: finger paint paper; black
and white finger paint; scissors

1. Say: Have you ever been in a
big storm? A hurricane is a really
big storm with really strong winds
and lots and lots of rain. Today we
will hear a story about a big storm.
2. Say: Let’s paint storm clouds
using black and white paint. When
you mix the black and white paint
together, you get gray paint. Storm
clouds are gray.
3. Put a small amount of black
paint and a small amount of
white paint on each child’s paper.
Encourage them to use their fingers
to swirl the two colors together to
make different shades of gray.
4. When the paintings are dry, cut
the paper into cloud shapes and

3. Let one child pour water into
the bottle, filling it halfway. Allow
another child to pour in the oil.
Drop in one or two drops of blue
food coloring. Let one child drop
the boat into the bottle. Pass the
water bottle around and let every
child shake up the storm.

hang them in the room or give
them to the children to take home
at the end of the session.
5. Use the Bible thought, God
makes clouds in the sky (Ps. 147:
8).

4. Have a prayer for all the
people who lost their homes
and businesses during Hurricane
Harvey and Hurricane Irma.

Build a Boat
Items needed: RK 8: Jesus Calms the
Storm; blocks

1. Before the session, display RK 8:
Jesus Calms the Storm.
2. Say: Today we will hear a story
about a storm that Jesus calmed.
(Show RK 8: Jesus Calms the
Storm.) Let’s build a boat with our
blocks and pretend we are in a
storm.
3. Guide the children to build the
outline of a boat. Then have them
get in the boat and pretend they
are in a bad storm.
4. Let the children take turns being
in the boat. The children outside
the boat can make storm sounds.

Read about Jesus
and the Storm
Items needed: children’s story Bible

1. Before the session, open the
children’s story Bible to the story
of Jesus calming the storm.
2. Say: The Bible has a story about
Jesus and his friends in a boat. A
big storm came up while they were
in the boat.
3. Read the story to the children
and let them ask questions.
4. Pray and thank God for calming
the storms in our lives.

Storm in a Bottle
Items needed: blue food coloring; plastic
water bottle; water; cooking oil; drinking
straws; TH: Storm in a Bottle.

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Storm in a Bottle for a photo of this
activity. Cut a one-inch piece of a
drinking straw to represent a boat.
Measure ¼ cup of cooking oil for
an eight-ounce bottle of water.
2. Say: We are learning about
storms. Hurricanes are really
strong storms that can do damage
to cars, houses, schools, churches,
the land, and people. Today we’ll
make a storm in a bottle.
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Create a Parachute
Storm
Items needed: TH: Storm Sounds;
parachute; computer or other device

1. Before the session, preview and
prepare to play TH: Storm Sounds.
2. Say: In our story today, we will
hear about some strong storms
that came to Houston, Texas, and
Jacksonville, Florida. These storms
are called hurricanes. We will
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also hear about a storm that Jesus
calmed. Let’s use our parachute to
make a storm by listening to storm
sounds and moving our parachute
up and down.
3. Play TH: Storm Sounds and
direct the preschoolers to shake the
parachute faster or slower as the
storm sounds change. Describe the
storm that you are hearing.
4. Use the Bible thought, God
makes the lightning flash (Jer.
10:13).

Transition
Go to each learning center and ask
the preschoolers to begin cleaning
up. Tell them that when they hear
you say “storm sounds,” it’s time
to join you for Large Group Time.
Go to each learning center and
begin saying “storm sounds,”
inviting the preschoolers to follow
you to Large Group Time. When
everyone has joined the group,
thank them for cleaning up the
centers. Bring RK 8: Jesus Calms
the Storm and prepare to show TH:
March Video.

Large Group Time
1. Say: We are beginning a new unit about the efforts to bring relief and
recovery to the Houston, Texas, area after Hurricane Harvey, and the
Jacksonville, Florida, area that was damaged from Hurricane Irma. Our
Bible story for this unit is about the storm that Jesus calmed. We will
learn about how people helped those who lost their homes, schools,
churches, and businesses.
2. Show TH: March Video, which is an animated video that provides an
entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
3. Say: Now let’s hear about the story of Jesus calming the storm and
the storms that the people of Texas and Florida faced. (Show RK 8: Jesus
Calms the Storm as you tell the story.)
4. Tell the story, “The Calm after the Storm.”
5. Ask: What was Jesus doing when the storm came? What did Jesus do
when the disciples woke him up?
6. Pray: Thank you, God, for the story of Jesus calming the storm. Help
us to know that when we have a storm or hard time in our lives, God will
be with us.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Show RK 8: Jesus Calms the
Storm.

The Calm after the Storm

2. Ask: Do you think the storm in
the story was a small storm or a big
storm?

Suzanne and her mom were playing a game of Connect Four
on a rainy Saturday afternoon. Earlier they had watched the
news about all the damage from Hurricane Harvey in Texas
and Hurricane Irma in Florida. Suzanne asked her mom,
“Mom, do you think there is a way we can help some of these
families who have lost their homes?” Her mom replied, “I
think so. Let’s find out how we can help.”

3. Ask: Have you ever been in a
big storm? Say: We learned in our
story that there are many ways we
can help people who have been in
big storms like Hurricane Harvey
and Hurricane Irma. We will learn
more about ways we can help and
hear stories about people who have
already been helping.

Suzanne and her mom looked on their church website for
ways to help. They found some things that they could do!
They could pray for families who lost everything they own.
They also learned about a special disaster relief fund. Suzanne
asked her mom if she could earn money by doing extra chores
around the house to give to the disaster relief fund. Her mom
thought that was a really great idea!

4. Remind the children to pray for
families who have lost their homes
during storms.
5. As parents arrive, thank the
children for participating in the
session.

“Wow!” Suzanne said, “There are a lot of ways we can help
people who have been through these terrible storms.” “You
are right,” said her mom. “You know, talking about these
terrible storms reminds me of a story in the Bible about a
storm. Would you like to hear about it?” “Sure,” said Suzanne.
So her mom told her the story of Jesus calming the storm
from Luke 8: 22-25.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the session. What went well
and what can be improved for the
next session? Read the next session
and set aside the items you will
need. Reflect on today’s lesson and
find a way to make it a part of your
life. How can you help those who
were victims of the hurricanes?

One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go to the other
side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. As they
sailed, Jesus fell asleep. A storm came down on the lake, so
that the boat was being filled with water, and they were in
great danger. The disciples shook Jesus to wake him. They
said, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” Jesus got up
and told the wind and the big waves to stop. And the storm
stopped! “Where is your faith?” Jesus asked his disciples.
The disciples were afraid, but also amazed! They asked each
another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the
water, and they obey him.”
Suzanne loved the story and she said to her mom, “I know
that when storms come our way, Jesus will be there to keep
us calm.” “That is right,” Suzanne’s mom replied. “We don’t
have to be afraid because Jesus loves us very much!”
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SESSION

2

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.

The River Overflows
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Locate TH: Storm Sounds and TH: How Clouds Make Rain.
• Gather RK 12: Home after the Storm.
• Gather the supplies you will need for each learning center.
• Read the mission story and be able to tell it comfortably.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will be introduced
to the story of one home and one family who were helped after
Hurricane Irma. This home has been restored and furnished as a result
of three organizations that partnered together. Many people came
together in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma to bring much needed
relief and restoration of homes to families living in the neighborhood
of Ken Knight Drive/Washington Heights in Jacksonville, Florida.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Learning
Centers
Help the preschoolers make
connections between the center
activities and the ministry
provided for families in the Ken
Knight Drive/Washington Heights
neighborhood in Jacksonville,
Florida. They will learn about the
storm, the river overflowing, and
the relief efforts of many people.

that the Ribault River overflowed.
When that happened, many homes
were filled with mud and water
and they had to be cleaned up so
people could live in them again.

Clean Up after the
Storm
Items needed: spray water bottles;
cleaning cloths; broom; dust pan; mop

1. Before the session, set out the
supplies in Homeliving.
2. Say: When Hurricane Irma
came through Jacksonville, Florida,
it brought so much rain water
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3. Say: Let’s pretend to clean up a
house after a storm. We can sweep
and mop the floors. We can wash
the tables and chairs with our
spray bottles and cloths. We can be
good helpers!
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4. Use the Bible thought, Help one
another (Gal. 5:13).

Make a Rain Stick
Items needed: duct tape; aluminum
foil; paper towel roll; construction paper;
mixture of corn kernels, dry rice, and dry
small noodles

1. Say: When Hurricane Irma blew
through Jacksonville, it brought
a lot of rain. There was so much
rain that the river overflowed and
flooded all the homes nearby.
2. Guide the preschoolers to make
a rain stick. Give each child a piece
of construction paper and invite
the children to color a design on
the paper.
3. Cover one end of the paper
towel roll with duct tape. Insert a
spiral piece of aluminum foil inside
the paper towel roll. Fill the inside
about ¼ full with mixed corn,
rice and small noodles. Cover the
other end with duct tape. Wrap
the decorated construction paper
around the paper towel roll. Wrap
duct tape over the construction
paper at both ends.
4. Say: Your rain stick will sound
like a rainstorm when you shake it.
Let’s save our rain sticks for Music
and Movement.
5. Use the Bible thought, God
sends the rain (Jer. 5:24).

Build a Flood Wall
Items needed: blue painters tape;
wooden blocks

1. Before the session, use the blue
painters tape to mark off a river
flowing through the center.

2. Say: In our story today we will
learn about a river that overflowed
after Hurricane Irma. The people
did not have time to build a
wall with sandbags because the
hurricane was so strong and fast.
But if they had time, they could
have tried to keep the river from
overflowing by building a wall on
the banks.
3. Guide the children to work
together using the blocks to build a
wall along the blue tape river.
4. Pray with the preschoolers and
thank God for the people who
helped people rebuild their homes
after the flood.

Read about Living by
a River
1. Say: Today we are going to hear
a story about a river that flooded
the homes of people who live near
a river. Do you live near a river?
2. Gather the preschoolers and
read a book or two about what it
means to live by a river. Talk about
all the people who helped clean
out the mud and water from the
homes in Jacksonville. It took a lot
of people working really hard to
clean and rebuild.

Items needed: wide mouth mason jar
or plastic cup; shaving cream; blue food
coloring; water; TH: How Clouds Make
Rain

1. Before the session, locate TH:
How Clouds Make Rain.
2. Say: We are learning about
a really strong storm called a
hurricane. It was so strong with
so much rain and wind, that it
filled the river to the point of
overflowing. Let’s see how clouds
make rain.

3. Lead the preschoolers in a
prayer, thanking God for all the
people who worked hard to help
people have a home again.

3. Let preschoolers sit around the
table and watch how clouds make
rain. Fill the jar or cup about 2/3 full
with water. Then fill the rest with
shaving cream. Let the children
take turns putting a drop of food
coloring on the shaving cream.
Watch the drops move through the
shaving cream and into the water.
4. Say: The water in the bottom of
the jar is like the air all around us.
The shaving cream is like a cloud

FORM

5. Pray: Dear God, please use
people to help the people who
can’t live in their homes because of
the flood.

Items needed: Living Beside a River by
Ellen Labracque or Living by a River by
Carolyn Baldwin

Learn How Clouds
Make Rain
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in the sky that is made of water
vapors. The blue food coloring is
water droplets. As the cloud gets
heavier with the water droplets,
the cloud makes rain fall down
through the air below to the land.
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Make a Storm with
Rain Sticks
Items needed: rain sticks from Art

1. Before the session, gather the
rain sticks the children made in
Art.
2. Ask: Are you ready to make a
rainstorm?
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3. Guide the children to shake
their rain sticks and move around
to make a rainstorm. You could
start out softly, get louder and
louder, and end softly.
4. Ask: Have you ever been in a
really strong rainstorm? You can
get wet very quickly. When it rains
really hard, the rivers fill with
water and sometimes the rivers
overflow. That is what happened
to the neighborhood of Ken Knight
Drive/Washington Heights in
Jacksonville after Hurricane Irma.
5. Pray and thank God for all the
people who have not been able to
live in their homes because of the
flood caused by the hurricane.

Transition
Go to each learning center and ask
the preschoolers to begin cleaning
up. Tell them that when they hear
the rain stick, it’s time to join
you for Large Group Time. Go to
each learning center and begin
shaking a rain stick, inviting the
preschoolers to follow you to Large
Group Time. When everyone has
joined the group, thank them for
cleaning up the centers. Bring RK
12: Home after the Storm.

Large Group Time
1. Say: In this session we are learning about people in Jacksonville,
Florida, whose homes were damaged after Hurricane Irma from the
flooding of the River Ribault.
2. Ask: What are some things you learned about in the learning centers?
3. Remind the children that it takes a lot of people to clean out and
rebuild homes that have flooded.
4. Say: Now let’s hear about people who helped a family rebuild and
furnish their home so they could move back in.
5. Tell the story, “The River Overflows.”
6. Ask: Do you think you could help people who have lost their homes?
7. Lead the preschoolers in a prayer. Thank God for all the people who
help people return to their homes.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Show RK 12: Home after the
Storm.

The River Overflows

2. Ask: Do you think there are
ways our church could help
people who are in need after the
hurricanes? What do you think we
could do?

Paxton came home from his mission class very excited! He
could not wait to tell his mom and dad about the story he
heard at church. “Mom, Dad!” he called. “I want to tell you
about a story I heard in mission class tonight at church.”
“We are all ears!” said his dad. “Tell us about the story you
heard.” “Do you remember when the hurricane came through
our town?” asked Paxton. “Yes,” said his mom and dad. “We
remember that. It is not easy to forget!”

3. Say: How do you think it would
make you feel if you were helped
by people so you could live again
in your home after a hurricane?
It would make you feel special. It
would help you to know that people
care about you and your family.

Paxton told his parents about a neighborhood on the north
side of Jacksonville that was hit by the hurricane, and also
flooded from the river. The people who live on Ken Knight
Drive live beside a river and it overflowed. “What happened
to all the homes when it overflowed?” asked Paxton’s mom.
“Well, the houses were filled with water and mud and it was as
deep as I am tall!”

4. As parents arrive, thank the
preschoolers for participating in the
session.

The story Paxton heard is about how people worked together
to scrape and scrub and scour the dirt from the storm. It
was such a mess that it took a long time and a lot of people
working to clean up and rebuild the homes. One of the
families was living back in their home but they had lost
everything that was inside their house. They were sleeping on
a mattress on the floor in the kitchen!

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the session. What went well
and what can be improved for the
next session? Read the next session
and set aside the items you will
need. Reflect on today’s lesson and
find a way to make it a part of your
life. Is there a preschooler in your
class who might have been sick?
Perhaps you could send him or her
a card this week.

When members in the community heard about the family’s
need for furnishings, they came together to clean the rooms,
move in furniture, and turn the house into a home fit for
living. “Now this family is back in their home after months of
sleeping on a friend’s couch or in the kitchen on a mattress,”
said Paxton. “They are glad to be home again!”
“I am so glad you got to hear that story,” Paxton’s mom said.
“It reminds me of how important it is to share God’s love and
help people who are in great need.”
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Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

Rebuilding Greenhouses
in Rosharon
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Locate TH: Water Spinach Seeds, TH: Preschool Books on Planting
Seeds, and TH: Cambodian Music.
• Gather RK 9: Cambodian Instruments, RK 13: Rebuilt Greenhouse,
and RK 14: Butch and Nell Green.
• Gather the supplies you will need for each learning center.
• Read the mission story and be able to tell it comfortably.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about
the work of CBF field personnel Butch and Nell Green to coordinate
the hurricane relief efforts in the greater Houston, Texas, area. They
have coordinated teams to work on homes and greenhouses in a
community of Cambodian refugee farmers. The children will hear the
story of one group of volunteers from First Baptist Church, Athens,
Georgia, who helped rebuild greenhouses in the Cambodian refugee
farming community.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

Learning Centers
Help the preschoolers make
connections between the center
activities and the ministry of Butch
and Nell Green in hurricane relief.
We will hear the story of one
student team of volunteers who
worked with Butch and Nell to
rebuild greenhouses in Rosharon.
Give guidance as needed to help
the preschoolers learn as they play.

3. Say: In our story today we will
hear about some people who were
living in tents after their homes
were damaged by a hurricane.

Live in a Tent
Items needed: pillows; blankets

1. Before the session, make a tent
out of the blankets and perhaps
a few chairs or a table. Place the
throw pillows in the tent.

4. Guide the preschoolers to take
turns “sleeping” in the tent. Thank
God for the people who provided
tents for people to live in until their
homes were repaired.

2. Ask: Have you ever gone
camping in a tent? Did you like
sleeping in it?
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Make a Seed Collage
Items needed: cardstock paper; glue; a
variety of seeds

1. Say: Today in our story we
will hear about Lynn. She grows
water spinach in greenhouses in
Rosharon, Texas. She plants the
seeds and grows the spinach and
then harvests it and sells it at the
market.
2. Guide the preschoolers to place
some dots of glue on the paper
and then put the seeds on the glue,
making a collage of the seeds.
3. Say: You have made beautiful
seed collages. They can remind you
to pray for the people in Rosharon,
Texas, who grow food from seeds.
4. Use the Bible thought, God
made plants with seed (Gen. 1:11).

Build a Greenhouse
Items needed: RK 13: Rebuilt
Greenhouse; blocks; sheet of clear plastic

1. Before the session, set up the
block area with RK 13: Rebuilt
Greenhouse, blocks, and a sheet of
plastic.
2. Say: We are going to hear a
story about how some people
helped repair a greenhouse. A
greenhouse is a building where
plants are grown all year round.
3. Show RK 13: Rebuilt
Greenhouse.
4. Say: Let’s build our own
greenhouse, using the blocks for
the frame and the sheet of plastic
to cover it for the roof and walls.

people who came and repaired
Lynn’s greenhouse.

Read Books about
Planting Seeds

Plant Water
Spinach

Items needed: books about planting
seeds; TH: Preschool Books on Planting
Seeds

Items needed: water spinach seeds (see
TH: Water Spinach Seeds to order); clear
plastic 12-ounce cups (one per child);
potting soil; plastic spoons; watering can

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Water Spinach Seeds for a link to
order the seeds online.
2. Say: We are learning about a
family who was helped after the
hurricane. This family grows water
spinach in greenhouses and sells
it at the market. The hurricane
damaged the greenhouses and
they could not grow their water
spinach. A team of students came
and helped them rebuild their
greenhouses so they could get their
business back.
3. Guide the preschoolers to plant
water spinach seeds. Give each
child a cup and plastic spoon.
Show them how to fill the cup
halfway with potting soil then
place a few seeds in the soil. Cover
the seeds with more soil and pour
a small bit of water over the soil.
4. Say: The farming community of
Rosharon grows water spinach in
greenhouses and that is how they
provide for their families.
5. Let preschoolers take the plants
home and plant the water spinach
in their garden if they would like
to.

2. Say: Today we are going to hear
a story about a family that plants
water spinach to sell at the market.
Let’s read some books on planting
seeds.
3. Let the preschoolers choose
which book they want to read.
Read the book to them.
4. Say: We just read some books
on planting seeds. Did you plant
a seed in the nature area? You can
take your cup with your planted
seeds home and plant it in your
yard if you want to.
5. Use the Bible thought,
Everything God made was very
good (Gen 1:31). Lead the
preschoolers in a prayer, thanking
God for seeds that grow to become
plants we can eat.

Listen to Cambodian
Music
Items needed: RK 9: Cambodian
Instruments; TH: Cambodian Music;
computer or other device

1. Before the session, preview and
prepare to play TH: Cambodian
Music. Gather RK 9: Cambodian
Instruments.

5. Guide the children to build the
greenhouse. Thank God for the
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2. Say: Butch and Nell Green
and the student team from First
Baptist Athens, Georgia, provided
hurricane relief to the Cambodian
farming community of Rosharon.
The people of Rosharon enjoy
listening to and playing traditional
Cambodian music.
3. Show RK 9: Cambodian
Instruments and say: Here are
some pictures of some of the
instruments they play. Let’s listen
to some Cambodian music.
4. Show TH: Cambodian Music.
Let preschoolers listen and move to
the music.
5. Pray and thank God for the
people of Rosharon and for the gift
of music.

Transition
Go to each learning center and ask
the preschoolers to begin cleaning
up. Tell them that when they hear
you say “water spinach,” it’s time
to join you for Large Group Time.
Go to each learning center and
begin saying “water spinach,”
inviting the preschoolers to follow
you to Large Group Time. When
everyone has joined the group,
thank them for cleaning up the
centers. Bring RK 13: Rebuilt
Greenhouse and RK 14: Butch and
Nell Green.

Large Group Time
1. Say: Our story today is about hurricane relief in the Houston, Texas,
area after Hurricane Harvey. CBF field personnel Butch and Nell Green
have been coordinating all the hurricane relief efforts in the greater
Houston area. They have worked with churches and volunteers to help
rebuild the lives of so many who lost so much after the hurricane blew
through.
2. Say: A student team from First Baptist Church of Athens, Georgia,
worked in the Cambodian farming community of Rosharon, near
Houston, to rebuild some greenhouses. The people of this community use
greenhouses to grow water spinach, which they sell to locate markets and
restaurants. After the hurricane, many greenhouses were damaged and
could not be used. That meant that people had damage to their homes
and also to their businesses. A Cambodian refugee named Lynn was one
of the people affected by the hurricane. The student team was able to
rebuild her greenhouses so she could return to her business.
3. Tell the story, “Rebuilding Greenhouses in Rosharon.”
4. Ask: What did Lynn grow in her greenhouses? Why did she need to be
able to grow food again after the storm?
5. Pray: Thank you, God, for the work of Butch and Nell Green and
the student team from First Baptist Athens. Thank you that people in
Rosharon can return to their businesses and their homes.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Show RK 14: Butch and
Nell Green and RK 13: Rebuilt
Greenhouse.

Rebuilding Greenhouses in
Rosharon

2. Ask: I wonder how you would
feel if you could not live in your
house because it was damaged?
How would you feel if you needed
to live in a tent instead?

When Hurricane Harvey blew through the Houston area, many
homes and businesses were damaged. The area with the most
damage was a small Cambodian community of farms just
south of Houston called Rosharon. The people in Rosharon are
refugees from Cambodia and they lived in houses that were
not well built. The hurricane winds tore off their roofs and
blew their walls down! Most of the people in Rosharon could
not live in their damaged homes after the hurricane passed by.
When CBF field personnel Butch and Nell Green heard of this
situation they wanted to help.

3. Say: When a hurricane blows
across the land, many houses,
cars, and businesses are damaged.
It takes a lot of people working
together to help clean up after a
bad storm and lots of people to
rebuild all the buildings that have
been damaged. We can thank God
that many people were willing to
help this community rebuild their
lives.

“The people of Rosharon need places to sleep,” said Butch to
Nell. “You are right,” said Nell. “Let’s begin by providing tents
and air mattresses for them.” “That is a great idea,” said Butch.
“Let’s also organize groups of people to come to Rosharon and
help clean out and rebuild the homes.” “Yes, there are lots of
people in churches all over the country who would come and
help,” replied Nell.

4. Pray for these families as they
recover from Hurricane Harvey.
5. As parents arrive, thank the
preschoolers for participating in the
session.

A team of high school students from First Baptist Church
in Athens, Georgia, came to help. They worked with Lynn
and her family in Rosharon, who needed their greenhouses
rebuilt. Lynn provides for her four children by growing and
selling water spinach in her greenhouses. She had not been
able to use her greenhouses since the hurricane damaged
them. The student team came for a week to rebuild two of
her greenhouses so she could continue her water spinach
business.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the session. What went well
and what can be improved for the
next session? Read the next session
and set aside the items you will
need. Reflect on today’s lesson and
find a way to make it a part of your
life. Say a prayer for all the families
affected by Hurricane Harvey.

The student team worked every day rebuilding the frame for
the greenhouses and finally covering them with heavy plastic.
It took a lot of hard work in some very hot days but they were
able to finish the project in a week. When the final piece of
plastic covering was put in place, everyone celebrated!
Lynn was so excited. “Now I can grow my water spinach
and sell it at the market!” she said. Lynn can provide for
her children again and they will have enough money to live
on. The student team was just as excited as Lynn. They had
shown God’s love to someone in need. They were so glad that
they could help Lynn get her business back and provide for
her family again.
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SESSION

4

Icon Key
When appropriate, a
clock icon indicates the
approximate number of minutes
needed for an activity.
An activity that may
best be prepared before
the session will be marked
accordingly.
Some activities
offer options
specifically for younger or older
children.
Some activities require
the use of a computer.
The food icon is shown
with activities that
incorporate food items. Be
aware of potential food allergies
or dietary restrictions.
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

The Morning after
the Storm
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Locate TH: Books on Floods and Hurricanes.
• Gather RK 10: Doodle Art and RK 11: Matching Cards.
• Prepare and post RK 15: Allergy Alert.
• Gather the supplies you will need for each learning center.
• Read the mission story and be able to tell it comfortably.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, preschoolers will learn about a
family in Washington Heights Estates, located in Jacksonville, Florida.
This family woke up the morning after Hurricane Irma to a house that
was ankle deep in water. All the things that were on the floor were
floating around the house. The situation seemed hopeless but this
family soon learned that people were there to help them rebuild their
home after all the water damage. We will experience how God used
people to help people after the storm to bring them relief from the
hurricane.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following is for use in a session of 45
minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your schedule.
Learning Centers (30-40 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (10 minutes), Closing Activity (5 minutes)

Learning Centers
The learning centers provide
hands-on experiences for the
preschoolers. Help them make
connections between the center
activities and the story of Linda
and her family and all the people
who helped her. Give guidance as
needed to help the preschoolers
learn as they play.

parents can see it. Set out all the
ingredients for the fruit salad.

Taste Fresh Fruit

2. Ask: If you did not have a
refrigerator or a stove, what do you
think you would eat?

Items needed: several kinds of fruit –
grapes, strawberries, apples, bananas;
bowl; plastic knives; cups; spoons or
forks; RK 15: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, prepare RK
15: Allergy Alert and display where
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hear about Linda and her family
after the hurricane. They did not
have electricity for two months.
They could not cook or refrigerate
their food. They had to grill foods
and eat fresh foods that did not
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need cooking. They ate a lot of
fresh fruit.
4. Guide the children to wash and
cut up the fruit to make a fruit
salad.
5. Use the Bible thought, God gives
food to us (Ps. 136:25). Pray and
thank God for your food. Enjoy
your fruit salad snack.

Create Doodle Art
Items needed: copy of RK 10: Doodle
Art for each child; crayons; colored
pencils

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 10: Doodle Art for each
child. Set out crayons or colored
pencils.
2. Say: Today in our story we
will hear about all the people
who helped Linda and her family
rebuild their home after the
hurricane. All these people really
showed Linda they loved her by
their actions. The Bible tells us
that, Jesus said, “Love one another”
(John 15:17).
3. Guide the preschoolers to color
RK 10: Doodle Art, which says,
“Love one another.”
4. Say: Thank you, God, for all the
people who helped Linda and her
family have a home again.

Match Floating Items
Items needed: two copies of RK 11:
Matching Cards on cardstock

1. Before the session, make two
copies of RK 11: Matching Cards on
cardstock and cut apart the cards
so you have two sets of cards.

4. Ask: Which one of these items
do you think will float? Which
items do you think will sink?

to bed? Linda and her family left
some things on the floor when
they went to bed the night of the
hurricane. When they woke up,
some of those things were floating
around in their house! When they
looked out the window, alligators
and snakes were floating in their
yard and in the street!

5. Continue experimenting until
you have tried all the items.

Read about a Flood or
a Hurricane

3. Guide preschoolers to play a
matching game with the cards.

Items needed: books about floods or
hurricanes; TH: Books on Floods and
Hurricanes

4. Say: In our story today, Linda
and her family woke up to ankledeep water in their house and
things that were left on the floor
were floating around. Linda
thanked God when all the water
started to go down and the house
and the land were no longer
flooded.

1. Locate TH: Books on Floods and
Hurricanes for a list of suggested
books. Gather two or three books.
Preview the books to see if they are
appropriate for your class. You may
want to just talk about the pictures
in preschool-friendly words.

Float and Sink
Items needed: large plastic bin; water;
items that sink (coins, toy car, a rock);
items that float (plastic spoon, cork, light
plastic toy, small plastic bottle)

1. Before the session, set out the
large plastic bin and fill with water.
Set out the items that sink and the
items that float.
2. Say: We are learning about
a family who is recovering from
the damage of Hurricane Irma in
Jacksonville, Florida. They woke
up the morning after the storm
to ankle-deep water and things
floating around in their house
and yard. There were also things
that sank to the floor that they
stepped on when they tried to walk
through their house.

2. Say: In our story today we will
hear about a family in Jacksonville,
Florida, who experienced a
hurricane and a flood. Let’s read
some books about a flood and a
hurricane.
3. Read one or two books with the
preschoolers.
4. Say: These books help us to
better understand what Linda and
her family went through when
Hurricane Irma blew through
Jacksonville, Florida. Not only was
there damage from the hurricane
and all the water and wind, but
also from the river that overflowed
and flooded many neighborhoods.
5. Lead the preschoolers in a
prayer, thanking God for Linda and
her family and all the people who
came and helped her rebuild her
home.

3. Guide preschoolers to
experiment with things that float
and things that sink.

2. Say: Do you ever leave anything
lying on the floor when you go
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Run an Obstacle
Course

4. Pray: Thank you, God, for
helping us overcome the hard
things that we have to do.

Items needed: objects for obstacle
course (cones, pool noodles, a table, hula
hoop, a few chairs, rest mat)

1. Before the session, set up an
obstacle course using the suggested
objects or others that you have
available.
2. Say: In our story we will learn
about all the obstacles Linda
and her family faced after the
hurricane. With the help of many
people, she was able to overcome
the obstacles and return to living in
her home.
3. Guide preschoolers to go
through the obstacle course. Praise
them for completing the course
and overcoming the obstacles.

Transition
Go to each learning center and ask
the preschoolers to begin cleaning
up. Tell them that when they hear
you say “sink and float,” it’s time
to join you for Large Group Time.
Go to each learning center and
begin saying “sink and float,”
inviting the preschoolers to follow
you to Large Group Time. When
everyone has joined the group,
thank them for cleaning up the
centers.

Large Group Time
1. Ask: Can you imagine what it would be like to wake up after a really
bad rainstorm and step out of bed into water up to your ankles? Imagine
what it would be like if you didn’t have any electricity. You could not
refrigerate your food or have a stove or oven to cook food with. You might
have to find somewhere else to live for a while. These are some of the
challenges we will hear about in our story about the morning after the
storm.
2. Tell the story, “The Morning after the Storm.”
3. Ask: What were some of the things floating in Linda’s house after the
storm? What was floating outside? Who helped Linda and her family?
4. Pray: Thank you, God, for all the many people who helped Linda and
her family survive after the hurricane. Thank you for the people who
brought food, cleaned out the mud, repaired the walls of the house, and
made the house livable again.
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Closing Activity

STO RY

1. Say: It took a lot of people
working together to help Linda and
her family after the storm. People
helped with food. People helped
clean out the mud and muck from
the house. People helped rebuild
the walls of the house and paint.
People helped repair the plumbing
and electricity.

The Morning after the Storm
It was a really long night of rain and loud wind because of
the hurricane. Linda and her family didn’t get much sleep.
Linda was the first to get out of bed and to her surprise she
stepped right into water up to her ankles! “Oh, no!” she
shouted. “Everyone get up! Our house is flooded.” She and
her children and grandchildren all waded through the water,
past the floating toys and shoes, and into the living room.
They looked out the front window and saw that the water
outside was waist high in the street and in their yard. They
weren’t sure what to do but they knew they couldn’t just stay
in their house. They opened the front door but then lots and
lots of water came flowing into their living room!

2. Remind the children to pray
for Linda and her family, and to
pray for all the families who were
affected by Hurricane Irma. Pray for
all the people who help with CBF
disaster relief efforts in our country.
Thank God for all the people who
show God’s love by helping others
in times of disaster.

They tried mopping up the water with everything they had.
They used towels, sheets, blankets, and clothes. When they
looked out the window again, they saw alligators floating
down the street and in their yard. Linda gathered the family
together and said, “We need to pray right now for the water
to stop!” That was exactly what they did. The water slowly
began to slow down and stop rising. It took two or three days
for the water to go down. After the water went down, the
yard had snakes in it. Yikes! It wasn’t safe to go outside.

3. As parents arrive, thank the
preschoolers for participating in the
session.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Clean up the centers. Think back
over the unit. What went well and
what can be improved for the next
unit? Read the first session for the
next unit and set aside the items
you will need. Reflect on today’s
lesson and find a way to make it
a part of your life. Contact any
children who missed the unit and
let them know they were missed.

Linda’s family lost their electricity for two months. Since
their refrigerator didn’t work, they didn’t have any food. It
was a very hard time. Then an amazing thing happened!
Their neighbors and members of the community got together
and grilled food to feed everyone in the neighborhood.
Another group of people came and mucked out their house.
They shoveled out all the mud and debris and then they
could fix the walls.
Through the work of CBF of Florida Disaster Response, a
team of 25 students came to start to rebuild Linda’s home.
They rebuilt the walls and painted them, and they fixed the
plumbing and electricity. They made Linda’s house a home
again. Linda was so thankful that she said, “We were not
forgotten! All of the people who came were an answer to
prayer.” Linda and her family thanked God for all the people
that helped them recover after the hurricane.
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C B F P R E S C H O O L M I S S I ONAL FOR M AT I ON RESOURCE

Resource Kit

a ้ ั
b b
c ฒ
RESOURCE
KIT

1

English and Bisu Letters
Leader: Make a copy for each preschooler.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 1, Books.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

2

Thai Puzzles
Leader: Copy on cardstock and cut apart into puzzle pieces.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 2, Blocks and Puzzles.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

3

Thai Matching Game
Leader: Make two copies on cardstock. Cut apart the cards.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 3, Blocks and Puzzles

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

4

Bible Verse Coloring
Teacher: Make one copy for each preschooler.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 4, Books.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

5

Kirk and Suzie
Kirk and Suzie, CBF field personnel, serve in Thailand with the Bisu people. They have worked
with a team to translate the Bible into the Bisu language so that the people of Thailand can hear
the good news of Jesus’ love.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

6

Following Jesus
Toi was the first known Bisu follower of Jesus. She has remained faithful to her beliefs and has
helped the translation team, alongside Kirk and Suzie, to translate the Bible into the Bisu language.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

7

Bisu Believers
Bisu believers meet together each week to worship and study the Bible in their heart language. Por
was the second known Bisu believer who led many members of her family to follow Jesus.

UNIT 1
COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 47

FORM

|

FEB • MAR

|

2019

Attribution 2.0 Generic (CC BY 2.0) ”Jesus Calms the Storm” by Waiting for the Word on Flikr.com
RESOURCE
KIT

8

Jesus Calms the Storm
Leader: Display in learning centers.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 1, Blocks and Puzzles and Large Group Time.

UNIT 2
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Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.0) Traditional Instruments by Michael Coghlan on Flikr.com
RESOURCE
KIT

9

Cambodian Instruments
Leader: Display in learning center.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 3, Music and Movement.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

10

Doodle Art
Leader: Make a copy for each preschooler.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 4, Art.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

11

Matching Cards
Leader: Copy on cardstock and cut apart the cards.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 4, Blocks and Puzzles.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

12

Home after the Storm
In September 2017, Hurricane Irma left the city of Jacksonville, Florida, a disaster area. Many
homes in that neighborhood were flooded and in need of rebuilding. Several organizations and
many caring people came together to help this community recover from the storm.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

13
UNIT 2

Rebuilt Greenhouse
The Cambodian refugee farming community of Rosharon, located just south of Houston, Texas,
was hit hard by Hurricane Harvey. A student team from First Baptist Athens, Georgia, traveled
to Texas to help the refugees rebuild their homes and greenhouses, so that they could continue
farming and providing for their families.
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RESOURCE
KIT

14

Butch and Nell Green
CBF field personnel Butch and Nell Green are coordinating the disaster relief and recovery efforts
in the greater Houston, Texas, area after Hurricane Harvey devastated communities there in August
2017.

UNIT 2
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Allergy Alert

If your child is allergic to any of these items,
please inform your child’s leader.

RESOURCE
KIT

15

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 55

FORM

|

FEB • MAR

|

2019

You can change the world,
one community at a time.

“The goodness of
my life depends on
everyone having a
good life.”
- Gazmend Muharemi,
co-founder of Aya Farm
Ministry partner of CBF
field personnel Alicia and
Jeff Lee in Macedonia

CBF field personnel Jeff Lee (left) and son, Ethan,
pictured with Gazmend Muharemi of Aya Farm.

Get free Offering for Global Missions resources
for your church at www.cbf.net/ogm

100%
of your gifts to the
Offering support the long-term
presence of CBF field personnel.

