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About Spark
Welcome to Spark— missional formation curriculum
for teachers of children grades one through six. Each
issue of Spark contains three units filled with ageappropriate activities and stories that provide children
with meaningful learning experiences and help them to
develop a missional lifestyle.
Spark encourages children to:
• Wonder at the creativity of God in creation, culture,
people, language, and geography.
• Experience the love of God for themselves and for
all creation.
• Explore Scripture and the example of Jesus that
challenges them to love and serve others.
• Nurture an attentiveness to the work of God’s Spirit
in the world.
• Discover the ways God has equipped them with
certain gifts, passions, and interests.
• Meet individuals who are joining in God’s mission
to bring healing and wholeness to the world.
• Grow in their capacity to love and care for others.

Using Spark
Spark can be used weekly in traditional missionfocused classes or in other settings when you desire
to give special emphasis to the Christian’s missional
calling. Some ideas include:
• Once a month in Sunday School.
• A full month per quarter in Sunday School.
• Throughout the summer in Sunday School.
• During children’s worship.

Mission Project
Each issue of Spark includes an age-appropriate
hands-on mission activity. The full scope of the activity
is listed on page 3. Throughout the two units you
will also find Mission Project reminders with specific
instructions for accomplishing portions of the activity
until the full project is complete.

Unit Introduction
The Unit Introduction provides the following:
• An overview of the unit’s missional theme and its
connection to the Bible.
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• Basic information about the missional individuals
the children will meet during the unit, including an
Info Bank with at-a-glance facts.
• A stated Teaching/Learning Aim to guide teachers
as they create a specific learning environment for
children.
• A list of Other Sources of Information that can
assist the teacher and student in going deeper into
the unit’s theme.
• A Word Bank with pronunciation guides and
definitions for new vocabulary in the unit.

Session Pages
Each session is structured for a 45-minute to onehour time frame and includes a variety of small
group activities as well as a large group experience to
synthesize learning. At the beginning of each session,
teachers will find Session Preparation steps as well
as a Session Focus to guide conversation throughout
the session. Helpful time indicators and icons guide
teachers in preparing and leading each session.
Each unit includes Resource Kit (RK) pages that
include session photos, worksheets, and games that
correspond with learning activities or Large Group.
These pages can be found in the file labeled “Resource
Kit” that was included in the purchase of your Spark
download.

Learning Activities
Learning activities provide children a variety of
opportunities to explore the Bible, culture, art, food,
games, and people of each unit’s focus.
For larger class sizes, set up all the learning
activities so that each child may work independently
or in small groups, according to interests and abilities.
For smaller class sizes, each learning activity may be
done together.
The following types of learning activities appear in
each unit:
Using the Bible: Children will memorize
Scripture and explore its meaning and
application to everyday life.
Meeting the People: Children will become
acquainted with Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
field personnel. They will also explore the culture,
customs, religion, and geography of the people and/or
country featured in the unit.
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Playing the Games: This
learning activity features
games from around the world
or games that reinforce the
missional theme of each unit.
Tasting the Food:
Children will prepare
recipes and taste foods that
reflect the unit’s cultural focus.
Enjoying the Arts:
Children will experience a
variety of art, music, dance, and
movement activities that reflect
the people and places featured
in the unit.
Younger/Older:
Some activities are
more suitable for older children
or younger children. These icons
indicate such distinctions.

Leading Large
Group
Large Group is “all together
time” which reinforces and
expands mission concepts that
were introduced during the
learning activities. A mission
story, prayer, and Closing
Activity are always included
in Large Group. You will
also find steps for planning,
implementing, and evaluating
the Mission Project suggested at
the beginning of Spark.

Mission Project
SEPTEMBER 2020

Give Comfort and Love
The September unit introduces the children to Karen, who ministers
among migrants and refugees in Northern Africa. In recent years, many
refugees have found their way to the countries in Northern Africa
because they are safer and more stable than many other locations
in Africa. Some of the refugees that Karen helps are unaccompanied
minors—children without their parents—who have fled difficult
circumstances and fought against the odds to cross the border into
Karen’s Northern African country. Karen’s church welcomes these
children and teenagers, providing temporary housing, food, and
support as they begin their new lives.
As a mission project, the children will assemble comfort bags
for children in your local community who have been displaced.
Depending on the needs in your community, you may choose to
donate the bags to refugee children, children in foster care, or children
facing a long stay in a hospital. Ask the children in your group to help
you create a list of items to place in the bags. Invite parents and other
church members to donate the items that will fill the comfort bags.
Once the items have been collected, choose a time (during mission
class or at a special event) to assemble the bags, filling gallon zip-top
bags with the comfort items. Complete the bags by creating a tag with
the words, “God is with you wherever you go” (Genesis 28:15). Let the
children decorate the tags with stickers or markers and attach them to
the bags.
Deliver the comfort bags to the organization or group that you
have chosen. Be sure to share with the children any expressions of
appreciation that you receive from the chosen organization.

The globe icon will mark Mission Project
activities as they occur in each session.
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UNIT

1

Theme: Northern Africa
Adventure

People Focus: Karen in
Northern Africa

Ministry Focus: Pastoral
ministry with migrants and
refugees in Northern Africa

Scripture focus:

INFO BANK

Matthew 18:1–5

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

Adventures in
Northern Africa
By Janet Cleland

Have you ever been on an adventure? Maybe you took a trip with your
family and went to a place you had not been before. Going on an adventure
can be fun and exciting, but it can also have some difficulties. For migrants
and refugees, the adventure
is not always by choice.
Migrants and refugees often
need to leave the place they
are living in order to find
a new home that is better
and safer. Their adventure
to find refuge is filled with
difficulties, but also results
in a better life and a more
promising future.
Karen is a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field
Many people move to
personnel appointed to pastoral ministry with
Northern Africa from other
migrants and refugees in Northern Africa. Through
places in Africa, from
her church, Karen welcomes migrants and
Madagascar to Burundi
helps them find basic education programs and
to Togo. Most of these
businesses where they will learn job skills.
people come from Frenchspeaking countries, but
others must learn French when they arrive. One of the main languages
in Northern Africa is French. In this unit, we will discover Karen’s
adventures in Northern Africa. Karen is a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
field personnel appointed to pastoral ministry with migrants and refugees
in Northern Africa. (Karen’s last name and exact location are withheld for
safety reasons.) She is partnering with the local church as they minister
to the physical, emotional, social, and spiritual needs of the Sub-Saharan
migrant community. She's investing in building relationships and skills that
will equip her to serve effectively in the local context, including enrolling
in intensive language courses. Every morning, Karen goes to French class
and in the afternoon, she has a private tutor who is teaching her the Darija
language.
Karen’s church is made up of members from all over Africa—100% of
the church members are foreigners. Many of them are university students
on foreign exchange scholarships from their home countries. Most people
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Other Sources of
Information

are here for two-to-three years before they finish their degrees
and return to their home countries to work. As a result, Karen’s
church is full of young people. Because they’ve been sent here on
scholarship, most of them represent the brightest and most educated
of their countries.
There are also many people in Karen’s church who have come
without legal documentation because their country was not a safe
place to live. When they arrive in Northern Africa, many come to
the church in great difficulty and need. Karen works to help take
care of the people who are in need. She helps with finding food
and housing and some basic language skills. Every Wednesday, the
church opens the doors to anyone who needs aid. Karen listens to
their stories and develops a plan to best help them and follow up
with them. She also helps people find basic education programs and
helps place migrants in businesses to learn job skills.
Our Scripture passage for this unit is Matthew 18:1–5, which
reminds us that God’s kingdom is for all children. Karen is
experiencing an adventure in Northern African, welcoming and
helping all God’s children by sharing God’s love with people who
are migrating to a better and safer place. Karen is working to meet
the needs of many people who are experiencing many difficulties.
As Karen and the people in her church share God’s love and meet
needs we truly see God's kingdom at work welcoming all God’s
children.

1. Visit www.cbf.net/karen-nafrica to
find more information about Karen’s
ministries.
2. Read Karen’s December newsletter
here: https://mailchi.mp/9e9c3f4ad6af/
karens-next-adventure-status-update1191217?e=10779a3dd6.
3. Read Karen’s January newsletter
here: https://mailchi.mp/f351f79b5c12/
karens-next-adventure-status-update1199761?e=10779a3dd6.
4. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources for this unit.

Janet Cleland is the Minister to Children, Families and Outreach at
First Baptist Church, Athens, Georgia. She loves discovering God with
children and helping families discover God together.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, children will learn
about Karen’s adventures in
Northern Africa. They will meet
Karen and discover her work in
pastoral ministry with migrants
and refugees in Northern Africa.
They will begin to understand
that God’s kingdom is for all God’s
children everywhere in the world.

WO R D BA N K
Darija: language spoken in Northern Africa; a mix of Arabic, Spanish,
French, and some native languages

migrant: person who moves from one place to another, especially in
order to find work or better living conditions

mosaic: picture or pattern produced by arranging together small colored
pieces of hard material, such as stone, tile, or glass

refugee: person who has been forced to leave their country in order to
escape war, persecution, or natural disaster
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

1

Meet Karen
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: September Video. This animated
video provides an entertaining and informative overview of the
unit.
• Gather RK 1: Mosaic Jigsaw Puzzle and RK 5: Meet Karen.
• Prepare and post RK 22: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will be introduced to
Karen and her adventure in Northern Africa. Karen serves her church
in pastoral ministry with migrants and refugees in Northern Africa.
The children will experience a typical day in Karen’s life. They will
begin to understand the work she does with the African people who
migrate to Northern Africa. The children will see how all people are
loved by God and welcome in God’s kingdom.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Greet children by name as they arrive. Ask: Have you ever been on
an adventure? Maybe gone with your family to a place you have
never been before? Today we are going to learn about a special person
named Karen who is having an adventure in Northern Africa. She is
eating different foods, speaking a new language, and meeting new
people. She is sharing God’s love and helping many people who are
moving from other parts of Africa to Northern Africa.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Taste Bread for
Breakfast

Share Your Favorite
Bible Verse

Record a Typical Day

On a typical day Karen wakes up at
7:30 a.m., takes a shower, drinks
some coffee, and makes breakfast.
Most people in her country eat
bread for breakfast; sometimes it
is a croissant with chocolate or jam
inside. We are going to taste bread
for breakfast.

One of Karen’s favorite Bible
verses is Ruth 2:14. “At mealtime
Boaz said to her, ‘Come over here,
eat some of the bread and dip
your piece in the vinegar.’ She sat
alongside the harvesters and he
served roasted grain to her. She ate,
was satisfied and had leftovers.”

Items needed: croissants; Nutella (omit
if you have any nut allergies); jam; plastic
knives; paper plates; napkins; RK 22:
Allergy Alert

Items needed: Bible or a Children’s Bible;
beanbag

1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 22: Allergy Alert where
parents will see it. Set out a
croissant for each child on a plate,
set out the plastic knives and
napkins and the jam and Nutella.
2. Say: In our story, we will
meet Karen. She is on a Northern
African adventure, working with
people who move to her city.
For breakfast, the people where
she lives eat bread and they
especially like to eat croissants
with nut butter, chocolate, or jam.
Karen enjoys eating croissants for
breakfast. We are going to taste
croissants and fill them with jam or
Nutella.
3. Guide the children to open their
croissants and fill them with either
jam or Nutella.

1. Before the session, write out
Ruth 2:14 on a dry erase board or a
large piece of paper.
2. Say: Karen has a favorite Bible
verse. Share the verse with the
children. Karen loves this verse
because hungry people are fed and
satisfied. Karen works to help feed
the people who come to her church
hungry. She wants them to be fed
and to be satisfied.
3. Ask: Do you have a favorite
Bible verse? Say: Let’s sit in a
circle. When I toss the beanbag
to you, share your favorite Bible
verse. Then you can toss the
beanbag to someone else and they
can share. Play until everyone has
a chance to share.
4. Lead the children in a prayer for
all the hungry people who come to
Karen’s church.

Items needed: paper; pencils, colored
pencils, or markers; RK 5: Meet Karen

1. Before the session, gather RK 5:
Meet Karen.
2. Say: In this session we are
learning about Karen, who
ministers with migrants and
refugees in Northern Africa. (Show
RK 5: Meet Karen.) A typical day in
Karen’s life looks like this:
7:30 am: Karen wakes up, gets
dressed, and eats breakfast.
8:30 am: Karen leaves her home
and gets in a small taxi to go to
school. She pays $.75 for the ride.
9:00 am: Karen attends French
language school.
12:15 pm: Karen has a lunch
break. Her teachers invite her
to share lunch with them. They
put a big dish in the middle of
the table, and everyone grabs a
spoon and digs in.
1:30 pm: Karen has a private
tutoring lesson to learn the Darija
language.
3:30 pm: Karen walks to the
market or the bank to take care
of errands.

4. Say a prayer, thanking God for
providing good food for us to eat.
Pray for Karen and all the people
she helps in Northern Africa.
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ministry in Northern Africa, it helps
to look at a typical day in her life.
Children will describe and share
with each other what their typical
days look like.

5:00 pm: Karen goes home and
cooks something simple for
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dinner. Sometimes she invites her
friends over to share a meal.
3. Say: We heard about Karen’s
day, now it is your turn to share
about your days.
4. Guide the children to describe
their typical days by writing and
drawing about the activities on the
paper provided.
5. Let the children share their
writing and pictures with each
other.

Work a Jigsaw Puzzle
When Karen has free time, she loves
to work jigsaw puzzles. Sometimes
she invites one of her new friends
to come and do a puzzle together.
They have fun working the puzzle
and getting to know one another.
Items needed: copy of RK 1: Mosaic
Jigsaw Puzzle for each child; scissors;
zip-top bags

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive,
ask the students to tell about
their learning activities. Bring a
Bible and RK 5: Meet Karen to
Large Group. Plan to show TH:
September Video.

1. Before the session, set out
a copy of RK 1: Mosaic Jigsaw
Puzzle for each child with a pair of
scissors. You make need to cut out
the puzzles for younger children.
2. Say: In our story, we will
discover that Karen likes to work
jigsaw puzzles in her free time.
She also loves to take pictures of
the many mosaics in her city. We
are going to work a mosaic jigsaw
puzzle.
3. Guide older children to cut
apart the puzzle pieces and put
it together. For younger children,
provide the puzzle pieces and
encourage them to work the
puzzle.
4. When the children have
completed their puzzles, they can
put the puzzle pieces in a zip-top
bag and take it home.
5. Take a few moments to pray for
Karen in her work with migrants in
Northern Africa.

Large Group
Say: We are beginning a new unit to learn about the adventures of Karen
in Northern Africa (show RK 5: Meet Karen). Karen works with migrants
and refugees in Northern Africa. Migrants are people who come from other
places in Africa to find a place to live that is safer than where they come
from. Karen and her church help people to find food, a place to live, and a
place to work. Our Scripture passage for this unit is Matthew 18:1–5. Jesus
welcomed all children into God’s kingdom. Karen is helping many people
feel welcome in God’s kingdom as she shares God’s love with them.
Show TH: September Video, which is an animated video, providing an
entertaining and informative overview of the unit.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Meet Karen.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for Karen and the work she is doing to help people
who are in need. Be with her and her church as they share God’s love and
welcome people to their church and community.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 8
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STORY

Meet Karen
Closing Activity
Hi kids, my name is Karen and I am 33 years old. I have a twin
sister. I like to work puzzles and try new foods with friends.
I used to teach music in an elementary school and I play the
violin. One day when I was praying, I realized that God had
other plans for me. I went back to school to learn more about
God and I started working in a church.
My work in the church was especially fun because I got to
meet people from all over the world who lived in my city.
My new neighbors and I cooked a lot of food together as we
learned how to be friends. Sometimes we didn’t speak the
same languages or share the same holidays, but we had a
beautiful community. I knew that God wanted me to keep
working in this way, so I started looking for ministries with
people from other countries. I wanted to help people who
came from lots of different countries and who needed friends.

1. Ask: Do know anyone who is
from another country? If you do,
are there some ways you could
be their friend?
2. Ask: How does Karen make
friends and help people from
other countries?

Almost all of the people our church serves speak French
because they come from other countries in Africa where
French is spoken. My church also uses the French language
and French is one of the main languages of the country where
I live. So, I will be spending two years focusing on learning the
French language and a native language called Darija. I am busy
every day learning the language and working with the migrants
and refugees who come to my church. The biggest thing I have
learned is that people everywhere are more alike than they are
different. God loves us all and we are all welcome in God’s
kingdom.

SPARK

Introduce the mission project,
which is found on page 3.
Closing Activity

Today I live and work in Northern Africa. I’m a pastor in our
church here, but my main work won’t be preaching every
Sunday. Instead, I’ll be taking care of people who have moved
to our country from lots of other places all over Africa. These
people are often very poor and have trouble finding food,
housing, clothes, or even medical care. Our church tries to take
care of them by giving them as much as we can, teaching them
how to find jobs, helping them enroll in school, and becoming
their new friends.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 9
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3. Say: Think about some ways
our church can help people who
are new in our community or
who may be in need.
4. Remind the children to
pray for Karen and her work
in Northern Africa. As parents
arrive, thank the children for
participating in the session.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with the
other leaders. Plan the learning
activities for Session 2. Reflect
on today’s lesson and find a
way to make it a part of your
life. How can you help people
who have moved into your
community?
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

2

God’s Kingdom Is for
All Children
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 6: Welcoming Migrants.
• Locate TH: Coded Message and TH: Top 25 French Phrases.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will understand that
God loves all people. Our Scripture passage is Matthew 18:1–5. Jesus
said, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
Karen assists her church with a housing program to welcome children
who cross the border into her country. It is a safe place to relax
and rest after a long journey. Some of the children have not been to
school, so they learn to read and write. They also learn French and
English. Every Saturday is a recreation day and the children play
soccer in the local park.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.

Using the Bible

Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),

Meeting the People

Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Playing the Games

As Children Arrive…

Tasting the Food

Greet children by name as they arrive. Ask: When someone comes
to visit you in your home, how do you welcome them? In our story
we will learn about children who migrate without their parents into
Northern Africa. We will learn a Bible verse that helps us understand
that all children are welcome in God’s kingdom. Karen’s church works
to help children who cross the border to feel welcome and safe.

Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Sip Some Tea

your homes? How do we welcome
people to our church?

When unaccompanied minors cross
the border, they are hungry and
thirsty. The housing program gives
them a hot meal and a cup of tea.
In Northern Africa, a cup of tea is a
welcoming gesture.
Items needed: black teabags; tea kettle;
teapot; sugar; fresh spearmint; cups; RK
22: Allergy Alert

1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 22: Allergy Alert where
parents will take notice. Heat the
water in a safe place in the room.
Put two tea bags in the teapot and
pour in the water, letting the tea
steep for five minutes. Remove the
tea bags and add whatever amount
of sugar you determine best. Allow
the tea to cool slightly before
serving.
2. Say: When people cross the
border into Northern Africa, they
have traveled a long distance and
they are tired, hungry, and thirsty.
They are welcomed at the housing
program with a hot cup of sweet
mint tea.
3. Give each child a cup with mint
in it. Pour warm tea over the mint.
Guide the children to sip the mint
tea. Talk about the tea using each
of the five senses—taste, smell,
touch, sound, and sight.
4. Say: A cup of tea is one way
that people welcome people to
their homes in Northern Africa.
How do you welcome people to

5. Pray for all the people who
migrate to Northern Africa. Pray for
safety, good health, and a place to
find a home.

Learn a French
Phrase

Decode a Message
Our Scripture passage for this unit
is Matthew 18:1–5 where Jesus
says that God’s kingdom is for all
children. Karen gives this message
to the many people she meets who
come to her country.
Items needed: copy of TH: Coded
Message for each child; Bibles; pencils

One of the languages most people
speak in Northern Africa is French.
Many of the boys who cross the
border need to learn French. The
housing program provides classes
for them.
Items needed: TH: Top 25 French
Phrases; computer or other device

1. Before the session, preview and
prepare to show TH: Top 25 French
Phrases.
2. Ask: Do you speak another
language besides English?
3. Say: One of the main languages
people speak in Northern Africa
is French. When people migrate to
Northern Africa, they need to learn
the French language so they can
communicate.
4. Say: We are going to watch a
video that will teach us some of
the French phrases people need to
learn. Let’s listen and then see if we
can say them.

1. Before the session, make a copy
of TH: Coded Message for each
child.
2. Say: Let’s open our Bibles to
Matthew 18:1–5.
3. Read the passage aloud. Help
the children understand what that
passage of Scripture means.
4. Give each child a copy of TH:
Coded Message. Guide the children
to decode the message on their
worksheets.
5. Let the children share the
decoded message.
6. Say: The Scripture tells us that
all children are welcome in God’s
kingdom. Karen welcomes all the
people who cross the border into
her country, and she helps them
find shelter, food, education and
skills. Let’s take a moment to pray
for Karen and her work.

5. Show TH: Top 25 French
Phrases.
6. Pray for all the people who need
to learn a new language when they
move to a new country.
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Play Indoor Soccer
Every Saturday recreation is
planned for the boys who are
staying at the housing program.
They often play soccer in the local
park. After soccer they help with
cooking and cleaning their living
space and welcoming newcomers
into their community.
Items needed: newspaper or butcher
paper; goals (cones, chairs, or soccer net)

1. Before the session, set up the
space for playing soccer with the
goals at either end of the playing
area. Crumple newspaper or
butcher paper to make two balls
per child.
2. Ask: Do you like to play soccer?
Who is on a soccer team?

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students to tell about their
learning activities.

3. Say: The children who live
in the housing program have
recreation every Saturday and they
love to play soccer. We are going to
play indoor soccer.
4. Divide players into two teams.
Assign each goal to one of the
teams. Scatter the balls around the
floor. Tell the children that they
will kick the balls to the players on
their team, working together to get
the balls in the goal. There are no
goalies.
5. Play until all the balls are in the
goals or set a time limit.
6. Say: You just played a game of
soccer just like the boys play on
Saturdays in Northern Africa. Let’s
pray for all the children who are
living in the housing program that
Karen’s church works with.

Large Group
Say: Last week we began a new unit about Karen’s adventures in Northern
Africa. She is a pastor in her church and her main work is taking care of
people who have moved to Northern Africa from lots of other places all
over Africa.
Say: In this session our story will focus on the ministry to children who
cross the border without their parents. Karen’s church works with the
Catholic church to house and care for the boys in unused rooms in the
church. They attend classes that are run by volunteers and learn basic
education skills, reading and writing, and the French language. Sports
activities like soccer and chances for fun are also provided for the boys.
The program houses, feeds, and educates these boys and helps them
adjust to life in a new place. This ministry truly welcomes all children into
God’s loving kingdom. “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me,” Jesus said in Matthew 18:5. This border program is a living
example of this Scripture verse.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “God’s Kingdom Is for All Children.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for the work of Karen and her church as they
minister at the border of Northern Africa.
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STORY

God’s Kingdom Is for All Children

Closing Activity

Antoine said to his brother Philippe, “Walk faster, we are almost
at the border crossing and I want to cross before it gets dark.”
The two brothers had left their home and the rest of their family
in Cameroon and traveled many, many miles to Northern Africa.
They were tired of traveling for so long, but hopeful about what
they would find after they crossed the border. Antoine was
hoping to train as a professional soccer player and Philippe also
dreamed about playing soccer.

Mission Activity
Select an organization or group
to receive the comfort bags. Ask
the children to create a list of
items that should be included in
the comfort bags.

They reached the border and crossed over into a new country.
Now they needed to find a place to stay and some food.
Someone in their group told them about a church that might
help them, so they got directions to the church. Philippe said,
“Antoine, I am very hungry and thirsty and tired. Do you think
the people at the church will welcome us?” “Yes, I do. I hear
there are some very kind people there and I think they will give
us a place to stay and some food,” said Antoine. “Look, I see the
church in the distance, let’s go!”
The boys arrived at the Cathedral and knocked on the door. A
kind lady named Karen answered the door. Karen could tell that
the boys were very tired and hungry, so she welcomed them in.
“Please come in and I will get you some tea and some food and
you can tell me your story,” she said. They were so happy to
finally be there and find a place where they felt welcome. The
tea was hot and delicious and the food tasted so good! “Thank
you!” the boys cried with much relief. Karen told them that
they are loved by God and always welcome in this place. “God’s
kingdom is for all children,” she said.
Antoine explained how he and his brother had left their home
and family in Cameroon with the hope of traveling to Northern
Africa to play professional soccer. Karen hoped that their dream
would come true but for now they had a place to stay with a
soft bed, a hot meal, and a warm cup of tea.
Antoine and Philippe said to Karen, “Thank you for welcoming
us to this place and for telling us that God loves us. We needed
to hear that!” “You are welcome,” said Karen. “Now I will show
you your bunk beds so you can sleep. Tomorrow is our day to go
to the park and play soccer.” Antoine and Philippe were happy
to hear that they could play soccer with their new friends in a
safe and welcoming place.
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Closing Activity
1. Ask: How were Antoine and
Philippe welcomed when they
got to the church?
2. Say: Karen’s church partners
with another church to help
people in need and welcome
them after they cross the border
into her country. How do you
think your church could help
people who are new in your
community feel welcome?
3. Remind the children to pray
for Karen and all the people
who have traveled far and are
crossing the border into her
country. As parents arrive, thank
the children for participating in
the session.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with the
other leaders. Plan the learning
activities for Session 3. Reflect
on today’s lesson and find a
way to make it a part of your
life. How can you provide hope
for those in need? Contact any
children who missed this session
and invite them to the next
session.
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People

3

Celebrating International
Migrants Day
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up activities in separate
areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 2: Mosaic Template and RK 6: Welcoming Migrants.
• Prepare and post RK 22: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn about the
celebration of International Migrants Day at Karen’s church. They
celebrated the day with special events in the church and in her city.
This year, people donated food, cleaning products, clothes, and
money to the church’s migrant ministry. The church held a special
workshop after worship for anyone who wanted to learn more about
starting their own business. The church gave away over 100 food bags
and people got to choose clothes from the clothes closet. Then they
all shared a meal.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Playing the Games

As Children Arrive…

Tasting the Food

Greet children by name as they arrive and welcome them to the
room. Say: In this session we will learn about a special celebration in
Karen’s church for people who have migrated or moved from another
country to her country. Food, cleaning products, and clothing were
given away to people in need. Money was raised for medicine and
blankets to help the migrants. After the program, everyone shared a
special meal together.

Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Prepare to Give Away
More than 100 bags of food
including sugar, rice, corn meal,
fish, canned meat, etc. were given
away on International Migrants
Day. Cleaning supplies were also
given away that day.
Items needed: canned goods; grocery
bags

1. Before the session, secure a list
of canned foods needed by your
local food bank and ask church
members to donate them.
2. Say: Today we will hear a
story about the celebration of
International Migrants Day. Karen’s
church celebrates this day by
taking a special offering of food
to benefit the migrant community.
We can help the people in our
community by providing food for
the food bank.
3. Guide the children to pack
grocery bags of food for the food
bank.

included grilled turkey, which was a
special treat.
Items needed: cooked rice; cooked mixed
vegetables; plates; plastic forks; napkins;
RK 22: Allergy Alert

3. Ask: Have you ever seen a
mosaic?

1. Before the session, prepare
the rice and vegetables. Arrange
to warm the food just before the
session begins.
2. Say: In our story we will learn
about a special meal that Karen’s
church had on International
Migrants Day. In Karen’s country,
rice and vegetables are served most
days at a meal. We are going to
share a meal of rice and vegetables
just like Karen and her church
shared.
3. Serve a plate of rice and
vegetables for each child.
4. Pray, thanking God for the food
and for Karen and her church as
they serve the needs of migrants.

Create a Mosaic

4. Perhaps you could enlist a
family to take the bags to the food
bank or maybe your group could
do that as a field trip one day.

Mosaic art is very popular in the
city where Karen lives. She sees
beautiful mosaics on the city
buildings, in people’s homes, and
especially in the churches.

Share a Meal

Items needed: colored cardstock or
construction paper; scissors; white
cardstock; RK 2: Mosaic Template; glue
sticks

After the International Migrants
Day celebration at Karen’s church,
all were invited to share a meal
together. Most meals include rice
and vegetables. This meal also

1. Before the session, make a
copy of RK 2: Mosaic Template on
cardstock for each child. Gather
colored cardstock or construction
paper and cut into small mosaic
squares.
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2. Say: All over the city where
Karen lives and where her church
is there are beautiful mosaics. They
are on the buildings, on people’s
homes, and in the churches.

4. Say: We are going to create our
own mosaic art on the Christian
fish symbol.
5. Give each child a copy of RK
2: Mosaic Template. Guide the
children to create their mosaic
design on the fish symbol, using
the mosaic squares and the glue
sticks.
6. When the children finish, the
mosaic art could be displayed in
the classroom.

Race to the Clothes
Basket
All the guests at International
Migrants Day Celebration had the
opportunity to look through the
clothes closet at Karen’s church.
Many were able to find some very
needed clothes.
Items needed: two laundry baskets; silly
clothes

1. Before the session, set up the
game by putting several items
of clothing in each basket. Silly
clothes like Hawaiian shirts, goofy
hats, and hula skirts will make the
game lots of fun.
2. Say: International Migrants Day
was a great celebration at Karen’s
church and many people received

SEP • OCT • NOV | 2020

lots of help for things they needed.
Not only did they receive food and
cleaning supplies, but they also
received clothing. People were able
to pick out clothes from the clothes
closet at the church.
3. Say: We are going to play a silly
relay race game with some silly
clothes.
4. Divide the children into two
teams, and line them up on the
starting line. The first child on each
team runs to the basket and puts
on three items of clothing. They
run back and take off the three
items and the next person in line
puts them on. Then that person
runs to the basket and takes off the
clothing, puts them in the basket,
and runs back to tag the next
person. It repeats until one of the
teams has all its members complete
the race.
5. Say: Let’s pray for the many
migrant people that Karen’s church
helps.

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students to tell about their
learning activities. Bring RK 6:
Welcoming Migrants.

Large Group
Say: Our story today will focus on the annual celebration of International
Migrants Day. Each year Karen’s church celebrates this special day for all
the international migrants who are in her city. This takes place every year
on the Sunday closest to December 18.
Say: Karen had the honor of preparing a presentation about her church
and their migrant ministry for this special day. Her church celebrated with
a big open-door reception, a meal, and a giveaway. Many of the churches
around the country also have a special celebration during Sunday’s
worship. That day special offerings are collected for the migrant ministry.
Karen’s church also offered a workshop for anyone who wanted to learn
more about starting their own small business and earning money to
support their families.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Celebrating International Migrants Day.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for the work of Karen and her church to the
international migrant community in Northern Africa.
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STORY

Celebrating International
Migrants Day

Closing Activity

Karen woke up very excited! Today, Karen’s church was
celebrating International Migrants Day. Karen had worked all
week on the presentation she would give about her church and
their ministry to the migrant community. Her church had been
planning this day for several weeks. Karen was hoping her friend
Aaron would come to the celebration. She knew he would enjoy
the festivities and he would appreciate the help of a care basket.
She had been praying for him all week.
When Karen arrived at the church, she was glad to see so many
people there. She was especially glad to see her friend there.
“Aaron!” shouted Karen. “I am so glad you came. I know it will
be a great day of celebrating.” “I am looking forward to the
worship and the workshop,” said Aaron. “Don’t forget about
the meal we will all share afterwards. It will be great!” replied
Karen. “Let’s go inside. I think the worship is about to start,”
Karen said to Aaron.
The worship service was filled with excitement, as people
worshiped God, prayed, listened to a message, and enjoyed
special music. Karen even played a special song on her violin.
When Karen showed her presentation about the church’s
migrant ministry, all the people clapped! The church hosted
about 90 migrants, some international partners, and church
members who all had a great time together.
After the worship service and the workshop, it was time for the
great giveaway. Everyone was given a bag filled with sugar, rice,
cornmeal, bleach, soap, fish, and canned meat. Over 100 bags
were given away! Aaron was amazed to see so many people in
need receiving a bag of food and cleaning supplies.
Karen invited Aaron to attend the special meal that had been
prepared for everyone and he gladly joined her. “It smells
delicious!” said Aaron. “Yes, the grilled turkey, rice, and
vegetables not only smell delicious, but they taste delicious! So
glad you could join us,” replied Karen. “Also, before you leave, I
will take you to the clothes closet so you can find some clothes
you might like.” “Karen, I can’t thank you enough for inviting
me to this special celebration. It is such a great day!” exclaimed
Aaron.
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Mission Activity
Collect items from parents and
other church members to be
placed in the comfort bags.
Discuss with the children how
each item will bring comfort
and peace to children in difficult
circumstances.
Closing Activity
1. Show RK 6: Welcoming
Migrants.
2. Ask: How do you think the
people felt who attended the
special celebration at Karen’s
church on International Migrants
Day?
3. Say: Karen’s church did lots
of things to help the people who
had migrated or moved to her
country. Let’s think of some
ways we can help people who
move to our city. What are some
things our church can do?
4. Remind the children to
pray for Karen and her church
and all the people who are
migrants or refugees. As parents
arrive, thank the children for
participating in the session.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with the
other leaders. Make plans for
Session 4. Reflect on today’s
lesson and find a way to make
it a part of your life. How can
you help with efforts to welcome
new people to your community?
SEP • OCT • NOV | 2020

SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People

4

Language School
Adventures
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up activities in separate
areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 3: Search for God’s Kingdom, RK 4: Match French to
English Words, and RK 5: Meet Karen.
• Locate TH: Numbers Song in French, TH: French Alphabet Song,
and TH: Sand Art.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn about
Karen’s French language school. Almost all the people Karen and
her church serve speak French. Karen’s church only uses the French
language in their worship services. Karen in enrolled in a two- year
program to learn the French language and also to learn Darija, which
is a mixture of Arabic, French, and Spanish. Darija is spoken by many
people in Northern Africa.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Playing the Games

As Children Arrive…

Tasting the Food

Greet children by name as they arrive and welcome them to the room.
Ask: Have you ever heard someone speak a language that you do
not know? How did it make you feel? We are going to learn about the
adventure of going to language school to learn a new language. Karen
is enrolled in a two-year program to learn two languages—French and
Darija.

Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Listen to French
Numbers and Letters

Match French to
English Words

When Karen started language study
the first thing, she learned was the
letters in the alphabet and how to
say her numbers. She found the
best way to remember the letters
and numbers was to sing them.

Karen is learning to speak another
language and she is also learning to
translate French words into English
and English words into French.
Learning a new language takes a
lot of concentration.

Items needed: TH: Numbers Song in
French; TH: The French Alphabet Song;
computer or other device

Items needed: RK 4: Match French to
English Words

1. Before the session, preview and
prepare to show TH: Numbers
Song in French and TH: The French
Alphabet Song.
2. Say: We are going to listen to
the alphabet in French and listen to
how to say numbers 1-10 in French.
These are some of the first things
Karen learned when she started
language school. Let’s watch and
listen.
3. Show TH: Numbers Song
in French and TH: The French
Alphabet Song.
4. Say: Do you think you could
sing along with the video? Let’s try
it.
5. Guide the children to sing along
with the video of the alphabet and
the video of the numbers.
6. Let the children share how they
felt listening to another language
and then trying to speak another
language.

5. Pray for Karen as she learns a
new language.

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 4: Match French to English
Words on cardstock and cut apart
the cards. If you have a large class,
make several sets.
2. Say: Sometimes Karen studies
French words by playing a game
of concentration. She turns the
cards with the French words over
so she can’t see them. She does the
same with the English words. Then
she turns one card over at a time,
trying to match up the French word
with the English word.
3. Guide the children to play
concentration by matching the
English and French words. They
will take turns turning over a card
and then turning over one more
card to try to match the French
with the English word. If they don’t
match, then they turn them back
over right where they are. They
need to concentrate so they can
remember where all the cards are
when it comes to their turn.

Create a Scene with
Colored Sand
Sometimes after a day in language
school, Karen likes to relax and
enjoy doing some art. She likes to
create a desert or a street scene with
colored sand.
Items needed: TH: Sand Art; cardstock;
colored sand; glue; Q-tips or small
brushes; pencils

1. Before the session, obtain
colored sand in a variety of colors
and locate TH: Sand Art for some
examples of this project.
2. Say: Karen spends all day in
language study and sometimes
when she gets home, she likes to
relax and create an art scene with
colored sand. She might do a desert
scene or a street scene with trees
and flowers.
3. Say: We are going to create a
scene with sand, just like Karen
does.
4. Guide the children to first draw
a scene and then spread the glue
and sand on it.
5. Let the children take turns
sharing about their scenes.

4. Say: You all did a great job
playing our concentration game
and learning some French words.
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Search for God’s
Kingdom
Karen knows that God’s kingdom
is for all people and she wants the
people she works with at her church
to know that God loves them very
much. She is learning French so she
can tell them how much God loves
them.

3. Guide the children to do the
word search and see if they can
figure out the Bible verse. (Hint: it
is Matthew 18:5.)
4. Say: Let’s say our verse
together. “Whoever welcomes one
such child in my name welcomes
me” (Matthew 18: 5). Let’s pray for
Karen and all the people who need
to hear about God’s love.

Items needed: copy of RK 3: Search for
God’s Kingdom for each child; pencils

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 3: Search for God’s Kingdom
for each child.
2. Say: Karen is learning the
French language so she can tell
the people in her community how
much God loves them. She knows
God’s kingdom is for everyone.

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students to share a French
word they learned. Bring RK 5:
Meet Karen to Large Group.

Large Group
Say: We are going to hear a story about Karen’s adventures in language
school. She spends most of her day going to school and practicing the
French language.
Ask: Do you know anyone who speaks a language you don’t know? Ask:
How does it make you feel when you hear someone speaking and you do
not know what they are saying?
Say: When Karen first arrived in Northern Africa, she did not understand
what most people were saying. It was hard at first to settle into her
community because she understood English but not very many French
words. Language school has been very helpful, and she is doing great now
speaking, writing and understanding French.
Show RK 5: Meet Karen and point out the picture of Karen’s French
homework.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Language School Adventures.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for language school and all the people who are
helping Karen learn the French language. Thank you that Karen can speak
the language that her church uses.
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STORY

Language School Adventures
Closing Activity

Karen was running a little late one morning for language school.
It was almost 9:00 a.m., and she was still in the taxi on her way
to class. “Are we almost there?” she asked the taxi driver. “Oui,
oui!” he replied. Traffic was really heavy in the city and they
were going as fast as they could. Karen jumped out of the taxi
and ran to class. She made it just in time! “Bonjour, Karen!”
greeted her teacher. “Bonjour!” she replied. Karen sat down and
took a deep breath, “I made it!” she said to herself.

Mission Activity
Assemble the comfort bags
with the items that have been
donated. Create and attach the
tags. Deliver the comfort bags to
the organization or group that
you have chosen.

It was a long morning in language school. Karen started at 9:00
a.m. and it was 11:00 a.m. before they got a break. “I think it is
time for some tea,” Karen said to her friend Thomas. “Oui, yes
it is! Let’s go to the break room and brew some tea.” Thomas
replied. After a cup of tea, it was time to return to class and
finish the lesson for the day. Karen was learning so much so
fast that some days she was surprised at how much French she
knew.

Closing Activity
1. Ask: How do you think
Karen’s new friends felt when
she spoke their language?
2. Say: Karen is working hard
to learn the main languages that
are spoken in Northern Africa so
she can help people who have
moved to her country. Speaking
their language helps them feel
welcome in a foreign country.
They know they can ask for the
help they need, and people will
understand them.

At 12:15 p.m., it was time for a lunch break. Karen loves
lunchtime because she eats with her teachers and classmates.
They all gather around a table with a dish of chicken tagine [ta
ZHEEN] Everyone grabs a spoon and digs in. It is a great time of
laughing, eating, and speaking French. It is exciting to speak the
language that the people in her church speak. It is great to walk
down the streets and understand what all the signs say. Karen
can communicate with people at the grocery store and at the
café.
Yesterday, when she was helping at her church with a family
that needed assistance with food and housing, Karen was able to
speak to them in their native language of French. She understood
them and they understood her. Karen was able to give them a
food basket and direct them to a shelter for housing. Every day
Karen realizes more and more that people everywhere are more
alike than they are different. She knows that we all have much
in common and God loves each and every one of us!
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3. Remind the children that
God wants us to share God’s
love with others and make them
feel welcome and special. Talk
about some ways they can do
this at their school and in their
neighborhood.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the unit with the other
leaders. Plan the learning
activities for the next unit.
Reflect on today’s lesson and
find a way to make it a part of
your life. How can you share
God’s love today?
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UNIT

2

Theme: Good News in
Spain

People focus: Matt and
Michelle Norman

Ministry focus: Helping
local churches connect and
serve in their communities

Scripture focus:

INFO BANK

Matthew 13:44–46

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

Buenas Noticias—
Good News
By Noelle Owen

God’s kingdom is like a treasure that is so great that all other treasures
pale in comparison. The parable in Matthew 13:44–46 shows us that God’s
kingdom is indeed the type of treasure that is worth the price of all other
treasures. Many pastors, church leaders, and Christians know this parable
to be true; there is nothing
of more value than the
love found in God’s
kingdom.
Matt and Michelle
Norman are Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship field
personnel serving in
Barcelona, Spain. The
Normans assist local
churches in connecting
to the community as well
Matt and Michelle Norman, CBF field personnel in
as welcoming refugees
Barcelona, Spain, form relationships in their comand immigrants to Spain.
munity to share God’s love. They also share with
They lead trainings for
their community through organizations like the food
churches and pastors, host
bank, where they sort and package food to share
Bible studies, and seek to
with people who do not have enough food to eat.
collaborate with social
organizations to address
community needs.
Spreading the good news of God’s love in Spain can be challenging.
Spain is one of the world’s most secular countries. The Normans serve in
Catalonia, where less than 1% of people are Protestant and only 12% of
people attend religious services of any faith background. Over 30% of the
population identifies as atheist or agnostic. Many pastors in Spain are not
employed by their church. Rather, they work full-time jobs in other areas
and juggle the demands of work, church, and family.
The Normans, and the pastors they work with, know the sacrifice and
reward described in Matthew 13:44–46. The price of following God’s call is
high. The reward is also too great and joyous to ignore. In a culture where
the vast majority of people are not affiliated with any spiritual beliefs,
Christian leaders seek to bridge the gap between the secular and the
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Other Sources of
Information

spiritual to help others become acquainted with the great treasure of
God’s love.
In a world where there are so many distractions, staying focused
on the message of love for God’s people is vital. The Normans help
others see the preciousness of God’s kingdom. They help encourage,
lead, and equip leaders and communities to seek the kingdom.
In this unit, children will learn about the Normans and their work.
Preschoolers will have a chance to see, hear, and taste Spanish
culture. They will be introduced to the kingdom of God and discover
how the Normans’ kingdom work impacts the world. Children will
be invited to explore ways they can show God’s love and share
God’s kingdom in their own homes and communities.
The Normans share the Buenas Noticias—the Good News—with
the people of Spain. This Good News is available for everyone in
the world. The greatest treasure we can experience is to accept and
share this good news.

1. Visit www.cbf.net/norman for an
introduction to Matt and Michelle
Norman.
2. See www.cbf.net/solidarity-in-spain
for a fellowship! article about the
Normans’ work in Spain.
3. Visit the Normans’ Facebook page
Partnership Catalunya—Updates from
Matt and Michelle Norman for ministry
updates, photos, and videos.
4. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources for this unit.

Noelle Owen, M.Div and MS in Counseling, currently resides in
Waynesboro, Virginia. Noelle is passionate about helping children
and families discover a connection to a loving God.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, children will be
introduced to the Good News
of the kingdom of God. They will
learn about the work of Matt and
Michelle Norman and experience
Spanish culture. Children will
make connections between God’s
kingdom, the Normans’ work in
Spain, and sharing the Good News
of God’s kingdom in their own
homes and communities.

WO R D BA N K
Catalan: language of Catalunya
Catalunya: specific region in Spain; Catalan people are pushing for
independence from Spain

castell: human tower unique to the Catalan people called “the pride of
the Catalan;” means “castle” in Catalan

castellers: people who build human towers called castells
tapas: small plate or appetizer popular in Spain
sombremesa: time spent over the table talking after a meal
macarrones: Spanish dish similar to penne pasta with Bolognese sauce
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

1

Meet the Normans
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: October Video. This animated
video provides an entertaining and informative overview of the
unit.
• Gather RK 8: Table Talk and RK 12: The Normans in Spain.
• Locate TH: World Map or a globe.
• Prepare and post RK 22: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will be introduced to
Matt and Michelle Norman and their work in Spain. Children will get
to know the Normans and begin to understand their work in Spain.
Through learning activities such as tasting a Spanish food, learning
about Spanish customs, and getting to know the Normans, children
will get a glimpse into the Normans important work in Spain.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Ask children if they have ever been to another country or heard
another language. Say: Around the world there are so many different
types of people and languages. Today we are going to learn about the
work of Matt and Michelle Norman in Spain. They share the Good
News of God’s love with people in Spain! Point out the learning
activities and allow children to select their activity.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Taste a Tapa
Tapas are small plates of food that
are popular in Spain. The Normans
love ham and cheese tapas. Spanish
ham and cheese are special treats in
Spain.
Items needed: assorted ham (prosciutto,
black forest, honey smoked); assorted
cheeses; crackers; napkins; RK 22: Allergy
Alert

1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 22: Allergy Alert where
parents will take notice. Cut the
cheese and ham into cracker-sized
pieces. Arrange ham, cheese, and
crackers on a tray.
2. Say: When you move to a new
place, there are lots of new foods
to try. Since the Normans moved to
Barcelona, Spain, they have gotten
to try many new foods from all
over the world. In Spain, tapas are
a popular food. Tapas are like little
snacks or small plates of food. The
Normans like Spanish ham and
cheese tapas.
3. Put the tray in front of the
children. Give each child a napkin.
4. Help the children select a few
items to try. Ask: Which of these
foods have you eaten before? What
new foods are you trying today?
5. Say: Enjoying food together is
a big deal in Spain. Today we are
eating ham and cheese tapas, but
there are so many other kinds of
food and tapas to try in Spain.
6. Say: The Normans love to spend
time together with family and

friends enjoying new foods and
talking together.

you can ask each other. It will help
your family practice sombremesa.

7. Say a prayer of thanks for good
friends and good food.

6. Give children time to color
and decorate their pages. Allow
children to write their own
questions in the blank areas or
have them write questions with
families at home. Instruct them
to cut apart the squares and place
them in the zip-top bags.

Create a Family Game
Sombremesa is the Spanish
tradition of relaxing and talking
at the table after a meal. The
Normans love this practice. Through
sombremesa, the Normans make
new friends and share God’s love.
Items needed: copy of RK 8: Table Talk
for each child; crayons; blunt-tip scissors;
zip-top bags

7. If time allows, have children
draw a card out of their zip-top
bags and allow children to take
turns answering the questions.

Juggle
Responsibilities

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 8: Table Talk for each child.
2. Say: Matt and Michelle spend a
lot of time eating or drinking coffee
with others. In Spain, people love
to sit together to eat and drink and
talk. In Spain, sitting together and
talking at the table after a meal is
called “sombremesa.”
3. Ask: What happens during
dinner at your house?

Items needed: small, soft balls

4. Say: Mealtimes can be a special
time to sit down and talk together.
Spending time together as a family
is very important. The Norman
family, Matt and Michelle and their
kids Cayden and Aaron, love to
spend time together.
5. Give each child a copy of RK
8: Table Talk. Say: We are going
to make a game for your family to
play when you eat together. The
game has special questions that
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Matt and Michelle Norman do
many things to share God’s
love and support others who
are also sharing the good news.
The Normans juggle a lot of
responsibilities, as do many of the
leaders and pastors with whom the
Normans minister.
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1. Say: Matt and Michelle Norman
share God’s love in Spain by
supporting the pastors in the
churches in Spain and other
countries throughout Europe. Many
pastors in Spain are not paid to
be pastors or they are only paid
a little. In addition to all of their
responsibilities as pastors, they also
work other jobs and still make time
for family and rest time.
2. Ask: What are some of the
things that pastors do? Discuss
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the many aspects of being a
pastor as well as juggling personal
responsibilities.
3. Ask: Have you ever tried to
juggle? What do you think it is like
for the pastors to juggle so many
different things?
4. Ask children to take turns
juggling the balls. See who can
juggle the most balls. See who can
juggle the balls for the longest.
5. Say: For pastors, juggling all
of the things can be hard. Matt
and Michelle help to support the
pastors by praying with them,
talking to them, and helping them
have the things they need to be
good pastors and not get too tired.
6. Ask: What are some of the
different things that you juggle?
Talk about the children’s different
roles and responsibilities.
7. Say a prayer, asking God to help
others find peace and strength in
the middle of the pressures of life.

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students to tell about their
learning activities. Bring RK 12:
The Normans in Spain and a globe
or TH: World Map to Large Group.
Plan to show TH: October Video.

Find Spain

3. Say: Matt and Michelle live in
the city of Barcelona. Ask: Can you
find Barcelona?

Matt and Michelle Norman live in
Barcelona, Spain. Their son, Aaron,
is in tenth grade in Spain. Their
daughter, Cayden, goes to school in
the United States. The Normans’
extended family also lives in the
United States. Matt and Michelle
moved to Spain from the United
States to share God’s love.
Items needed: TH: World Map or globe

1. Display a globe or TH: World
Map. Ask: What is this? Where
do we live on this map/globe?
Point to the children’s hometown
and the United States. Say: CBF
field personnel Matt and Michelle
Norman used to live in the United
States of America. They now live in
Spain, where they share the good
news of God’s love with pastors
and people.
2. Ask: Where is Spain? Can you
find it on the globe/map?

4. Ask: What do you think it
would be like to move from here
[point to hometown] to here [point
to Barcelona]?
5. Say: Some things in Spain are
different than here. Most people
don’t speak English. A lot of the
foods are different, too. Some of the
ways people do things are different.
6. Ask: What do you think would
be the same about moving to a new
place?
7. Say: God loves everyone in the
world. We can love everyone in
the world, too, even if they are
different from us.
8. Pray: God, thank you for
creating a big world full of different
people and places. Thank you for
Matt and Michelle and the work
they do in Spain. Help us to learn
how to share God’s love no matter
where we go.

Large Group
Say: We are beginning a new unit about CBF field personnel Matt and
Michelle Norman. They work in Barcelona, Spain, to share the good
news of God’s love. What did you learn about Matt and Michelle in the
activities?
Say: Matt and Michelle live in Barcelona, where they share God’s love
by supporting and teaching pastors, helping others, and being a friend
to groups that help others. Show RK 12: The Normans in Spain and
discuss the photos. Show TH: October Video, which is an animated video,
providing an entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
Say: Now let’s hear a story about sharing God’s love through playing
basketball with a group of men.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “A Slam Dunk in Barcelona.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for Matt and Michelle Norman. Please help them
make friends and support the pastors in Barcelona, Spain, who are sharing
your love with others.
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STORY

A Slam Dunk in Barcelona
Closing Activity
“He shoots, and he scores!” Robert pumped his fists in the air to
celebrate his point. Robert’s dad went for the rebound and the
basketball went into the air. “Air ball!” Robert yelled. Robert and
his dad both laughed when the ball bounced off the backboard.
Robert had a great time playing basketball with his dad. Robert’s
dad was teaching him about passing and teamwork. Robert liked
to shoot the ball and score points, but his dad told him that it is
important to pass the ball and work together as a team. “You can
score more points with teamwork that you can by yourself,” his
dad said.
Robert’s dad played in a basketball league with a group of men.
Matt Norman was on the same team. Sometimes Robert went
along with his dad and got to shoot a few hoops together before
the game. Robert loved spending time with his dad. He loved
playing basketball with him.
Before the game started, Matt Norman greeted Robert and his
dad. “Hey, Robert, did you come to cheer us to victory?” Matt
asked. “Yeah, I love watching my dad play and cheering for your
team,” replied Robert. Robert clapped, shouted, and cheered the
whole game. With ten seconds left, the game was tied! 10, 9,
8. Robert’s dad got the ball from the other team. He dribbled it
down the court. 7, 6, 5. He passed the ball to Matt. 4,3,2. Matt
jumped up and dunked the ball into the basket. 1, buzzzzzzz.
The buzzer sounded and the game was over. The team won
by two points! Robert clapped and high-fived his dad. “Great
pass, Dad!” Robert said. “Thanks, Robert! Remember, working
together helps us all to be winners!”
Robert waited with his dad while the team talked. The players
gave each other high-fives. Then they sat together for a few
minutes and talked about life. Robert heard them talk about
God. They thanked God for each other’s help both on and off
the basketball court.
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1. Display a globe or TH: World
Map. Ask children to place one
finger on the globe in either
Spain or the United States.
2. Pray for the Norman family—
Matt, Michelle, and Aaron who
live in Spain and Cayden who
goes to college in the United
States. Pray that they will
continue to make connections
and have opportunities to
share God’s love. Pray for their
community to seek a deeper
relationship with God.
3. Remind the children to pray
for the Normans throughout the
week. As parents arrive, thank
the children for participating
in the session. Show parents
the Table Talk family game and
encourage them to practice
sombremesa at home.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with the
other leaders. Plan the learning
activities for Session 2. Reflect
on today’s lesson and find a
way to make it a part of your
life. How can you be more open
to sharing God’s love with the
people around you?
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts

2

Find God’s Treasure
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: Worship in Spain.
• Gather RK 9: Treasure Hunt.
• Locate TH: Prayer Requests to print and cut into strips.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will be introduced to
the parable in Matthew 13:44–46 and explore how this parable applies
to the Normans’ work in Spain. Through reading Scripture, praying for
others, and exploring the treasure of God’s love, children will connect
the treasure of God’s kingdom to the Good News of God’s love for all.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Ask: What is your favorite thing in the whole world? What makes
this thing so special to you? Say: God’s love is even more special than
your most favorite thing. Today we are going to learn more about the
great treasure of God’s love. Point out the learning activities and allow
children to select their activity.

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Find Treasure in the
Bible

Pray for Pastors in
Spain

Matthew 13:44–46 reminds us that
God’s kingdom is worth more than
anything else. This special treasure
is better than anything we can
imagine.

Many pastors in Spain are
bi-vocational or do not get paid.
They often have to work a job to
pay the bills while also juggling all
of the responsibilities of being a
pastor. They accept these challenges,
because they feel a strong calling
to share the goods news of God’s
treasure with their communities.

Items needed: assortment of Bibles

1. Before the session, gather Bibles
of several sizes and types. Arrange
the Bibles in a prominent area.
2. Say: The Bible tells us stories
about God and God’s people. Today
we are going to read about God’s
kingdom.
3. Show the children the pages of
the Bible as you look up the Bible
verses. Read Matthew13:44–46.
4. Ask: What happens in these
Bible verses?
5. Say: These verses are a parable.
A parable is a simple story with a
deeper meaning. In this parable,
we learn about God’s kingdom.
6. Ask: What part of the parable
represents God’s kingdom? (pearl,
field) What did the people in the
story do to get God’s kingdom?
(Sold everything else to find it.)
7. Say: God’s kingdom is a special
treasure that is better than anything
we have. Knowing and sharing
God’s love is the best treasure.
8. Say a prayer that the children
will find God’s love and share
God’s love with others.

time for the children to pray aloud
as desired.

Items needed: TH: Prayer Requests

1. Before the session, locate TH:
Prayer Requests. Print and cut
apart so that each request is on a
separate slip of paper. If desired,
add additional prayer requests on
additional slips of paper.
2. Say: Matt and Michelle Norman
are CBF field personnel in Spain.
They want people to know the
good news about God’s treasure.
God’s treasure is available to
everyone and is the most precious
treasure of all. Matt and Michelle
support pastors in Spain who are
trying to share this good news with
others.
3. Give a slip of paper to each
child. Have them take turns reading
their slip of paper to the large
group. Assist younger children with
reading as needed. Discuss each
request.

Find the Treasure
Word Hunt
This activity provides a fun way
for children to connect to the Bible
verses. While finding words in the
word search, children will be able
to connect with the vocabulary and
concepts of the Bible story.
Items needed: copy of RK 9: Treasure
Hunt for each child; pencils; Bible

1. Before the session, gather RK 9:
Treasure Hunt and make a copy for
each child.
2. Find Matthew 13:44–46 in the
Bible and read the verses aloud.
Give each child a copy of RK 9:
Treasure Hunt and a pencil.
3. Say: This word search uses
words from our Bible verses for this
unit.
4. Give children time to complete
the word search. Assist children as
needed.
5. Ask: Which words did you
know? What words do you
remember from the Bible story?

4. Ask: What are some of the
other ways we can pray for the
pastors and people in Spain? Lead
the children in a prayer time. Allow
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Share Our Treasures
The Normans, along with pastors in
Spain and throughout Europe, share
freely of God’s love in a culture
that does not often know God’s
love. Children can understand and
explore how they can share their
own treasures in a way that reflects
God’s love.
Items needed: large sheets of butcher
paper or poster board; markers

1. Before the session, arrange large
sheets of butcher paper or poster
board on the floor or tape them to
a wall within students’ reach.

loves us no matter what. That’s
good news!
5. Ask: How can you share the
good news of God’s treasure?
6. Encourage children to write or
draw ways they can share God’s
treasure with others. As children
create, go to children individually
and talk to them about what they
are writing or drawing.
7. As time allows, encourage
children to share their ideas with
the group. Display the mural where
it will be seen until the end of the
unit.

2. Read Matthew 13:44–46 aloud.
3. Ask: What is the most precious
treasure you can imagine?
4. Say: The treasure of God’s
kingdom is even better than the
best treasure we can imagine.
God’s kingdom is a treasure that is
available to everyone, because God

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students to tell about their
learning activities.

Large Group
Say: We have talked about treasure and seen how pastors in Spain share
their treasure with others. Pastors face a lot of challenges and make
sacrifices so that they can share God’s treasure with others.
Ask: What is the greatest treasure?
Say: The Normans work to support pastors and others in Spain so that
these pastors can continue to share the good news of God’s love.
Say: Now let’s hear a special story about a pastor sharing God’s love in
Spain.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “God’s Love in a Café.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for the pastors in Spain and their work to share
God’s love. Help them to feel strong and feel love. Amen.
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STORY

God’s Love Is a Treasure
“Come on, Dad! Today is the day!” Daniel was excited because
they were going to see the castellers build human towers in a
competition. It was so much fun to watch! Before they could go
see the castellers, Daniel’s dad, Paul, had a few things to do. Paul
was a pastor at a church in Spain. He had to clean the house.
Then he had to call someone in the church who was sick. He
also needed to make sure everything was ready at church for
worship the next day. When the work was finished, they could
go watch the castellers.

|

2. Say: In Spain, they do the
same things we do at church—
worship together, pray together,
and learn about God together.
4. Say: This video shows a
worship service in the Catalan
language, one of the languages
that is spoken where the
Normans live.
5. Ask: What is different than
our church? What is the same?

After the work was done, Daniel and Paul went to the café. At
the café, they saw a woman sitting alone and crying. She looked
very sad. Paul gently said, “Hello. It looks like you are having a
hard time. Is there anything I can help with?” The woman said,
“I am having a hard time. I feel so sad and lonely.” Paul and
Daniel talked to the woman for a while. They bought a cup of
coffee for her. Paul listened to the woman’s story and told her
about God. Paul said that God’s love is like a special treasure.
The woman said she had not gone to a church before and did
not know much about God. Daniel said, “Hey! You can come to
our church tomorrow to learn about God.” The woman smiled
at Paul and Daniel. She said, “Thank you, guys. I think I have
learned a lot about God from you two today. You have been kind
to me and showed love to me. If that’s what God’s love is all
about, then I definitely want to know more!” Paul and Daniel
smiled. Paul wrote down the address of the church. “Goodbye,”
Paul said and waved. The lady smiled and said, “See you at
church tomorrow!”

SPARK

1. Ask: What do we do at
church?

3. Show TH: Worship in Spain.

When Paul told Daniel their plans for the day, Daniel said,
“Aww, Dad! Do we have to do all that stuff? It’s so boring! I
just want to go to see the competition!” “Daniel, we have to
make sure things are ready for church tomorrow so that people
can come to learn about God’s love,” Paul said. “After we do
our work, we’ll get a treat at the café before we go to see the
casteller competition. How does that sound?” Daniel agreed,
and they started their work. Daniel swept the floor, swish-swish.
Then, they went to church. They counted the chairs at church,
1-2-3-4-5. They got everything ready for worship.
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Closing Activity

6. As parents arrive, thank
children for participating in the
session. Encourage them to think
about their greatest treasures
this week.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with the
other leaders. Plan the learning
activities for Session 3. Reflect
on today’s lesson and find a
way to make it a part of your
life. What are your greatest
treasures? Are any of these
treasures preventing you from
experiencing God? How do you
use these treasures to reflect
God’s love?
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

3

Sharing Good News
in Spain
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: Castellers.
• Gather RK 10: Spanish Words and RK 13: Celebrating Good News.
• Locate TH: Spanish Recipe and TH: My Table.
• Prepare and post RK 22: Allergy Alert.
• Locate TH: World Map or a globe.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn more about
the culture in Barcelona, Spain. Children will have an opportunity
to taste a popular Spanish recipe, watch a video of the Castellers
competition, learn some Spanish words, and begin to think about
how they can build relationships that show God’s love.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: Have you ever been to a new
place? What was it like? Say: Going to a new place can be hard. Matt
and Michelle have been in Spain for several years, but they are still
learning new things about the people and life there every day. Today
we are going to experience a few things about Spain. Point out the
learning activities and allow children to select their activity.

TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Try a Spanish Recipe
The Normans enjoy trying new
foods. One of their favorite foods
from their region is macarrones
(not to be confused with macaroni
and cheese). Macarrones is
basically penne pasta with
Bolognese sauce.
Items needed: recipe ingredients; TH:
Spanish Recipe; plates; napkins; forks; RK
22: Allergy Alert

Recipe Ingredients:
1 pound ground beef
1 large onion, minced
3 large carrots, shredded
1 jar (24 oz.) spaghetti sauce
½ cup water
3 tablespoons fresh basil leaves, cut
into thin strips
8 ounces penne pasta, cooked and
drained
2 tablespoons grated parmesan
cheese
Serves 8-10
1. Before the session, post a copy
of RK 22: Allergy Alert where
parents will take notice. Locate
TH: Spanish Recipe and prepare
macarrones according to the recipe.
Prepare to warm the food before
class.
2. Ask: What are some of your
favorite foods?
3. Say: CBF field personnel Matt
and Michelle Norman live in
Barcelona, Spain. In Spain, there
are some foods that are new and
different from the foods that we
usually eat here in the United

States. Today we are going to try a
food called macarrones. It is pasta
with sauce.
4. Show the children the
completed dish from TH: Spanish
Recipe.
5. Ask: What does this smell like?
What does it look like? What do
you think it will taste like?
6. Allow children to assist with
passing out plates and napkins to
each child. Spoon a small bit of the
food onto their plates.
7. Encourage children to try the
pasta. Ask: What does this food
taste like?
8. Say: Enjoying food together is a
big deal in Spain. This food is just
one of the special foods they eat in
Spain. Matt and Michelle Norman
eat this special food with their
friends in Spain.
9. Say a prayer of thanks for good
friends and good food.

Watch the Castellers

1. Before the session, locate and
prepare to play TH: Castellers.
2. Say: The Catalan people in
Barcelona have a special tradition
where people learn to make
castells. Castells are human towers.
Groups of people work together
to create awesome towers. The
Norman family says watching the
casteller groups perform is one of
their favorite things to do in Spain.
In October 2020, there is a big
castellers competition.
3. Show TH: Castellers.
4. Discuss the video. Ask: What
did you notice about the video?
How do you think the people felt?
There was a kid at the top of the
tower. What would you think if you
were that kid?
5. Say: The most awesome part of
the castell is the teamwork. It takes
a lot of practice to make a good,
safe tower. Castellers show that
people can do great things when
they work together.

Learn Spanish Words
In October 2020, there will be a
large competition where casteller
groups perform. Castellers are
unique to the Catalan region and
are called the “pride of the Catalan
people.” The Catalan people say
that castellers demonstrate that
the impossible becomes possible—
even touching the sky—when a
community works together.
Items needed: TH: Castellers; computer
or other device
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Language is central to the culture
in Spain. The Normans work with
the Catalan people in Spain in the
region of Catalunya (Catalonia in
English). Matt and Michelle began
to learn Spanish first, and then they
started to learn Catalan. Learning
the languages has been challenging
but also important for forming
relationships.
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Items needed: copy of RK 10: Spanish
Words for each child; scissors; glue sticks;
crayons

1. Before the session, make a
copy of RK 10: Spanish Words for
each child. As needed, familiarize
yourself with the worksheet and
Spanish word pronunciations using
Google Translate.
2. Ask: What language do you
speak? Do you know words in
another language?
3. Say: In Spain, the people speak
a variety of languages. Many
people speak Spanish. People also
speak Catalan, a language that
represents a specific people group
in the Catalunya region. Matt and
Michelle’s son Aaron goes to a
school where classes are taught
in Spanish, Catalan, and English.
Aaron also takes French and
Chinese language classes. Michelle
has also taught some English to
people who need to learn English
so they can help refugees and
immigrants who come to Spain.

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students to tell about their
learning activities. Bring RK 13:
Celebrating Good News and TH:
World Map or a globe to Large
Group.

4. Give each child a copy of RK
10: Spanish Words. Invite children
to complete the worksheet. As
children work to cut and glue, go to
each child individually to assist as
needed. As children finish cutting
and gluing the worksheets, allow
them to color the page.
5. Pronounce each of the words
together as a group in both English
and Spanish.

Set a Table
Matt and Michelle Norman work
hard to include others. They invite
others to their table. Their table
continues to get bigger and bigger
and they share God’s love with
everyone.
Items needed: copy of TH: My Table for
each child; markers; crayons

1. Say: Matt and Michelle Norman
love to eat and drink coffee
together with friends. Coming

together at the table is one of the
biggest ways they share God’s love.
In Spain, sombremesa is a big part
of the culture. Sombremesa is the
practice of talking together over the
table after a big meal.
2. Ask: What do mealtimes look
like at your house? If you were
inviting someone to your table,
who would you invite?
3. Give each child a copy of TH:
My Table. Encourage the children
to write the names or draw a
picture of each person they would
invite to their table.
4. Say: As you are drawing your
table, think about other people that
you didn’t invite. God wants our
table to be big enough to include
everyone, because God loves
everyone.
5. As children are creating, go to
each child individually to discuss
their creations.

Large Group
Say: Today we learned a little about Spain and the work of CBF field
personnel Matt and Michelle Norman in Spain.
Ask: What did you learn about Spain?
Say: Spain is a wonderful place with so many special people, delicious
food, and beautiful languages. Spain is also a place where a lot of people
don’t know about God. Matt and Michelle are working to share God’s love
and to support pastors who are also trying to share God’s love.
Show RK 13: Celebrating Good News. Ask: What are they doing in this
picture? What reminds you of things that you do? Where do you see God’s
love in these pictures?
Say: Now let’s hear a story about Michelle sharing God’s love over a cup
of coffee in Spain.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Coffee and Conversation.”
Pray: Thank you, God, that your love is big enough to include everyone.
Help us to share that big, wonderful love with everyone that we meet.
COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP		 34

SPARK

|

SEP • OCT • NOV | 2020

STORY

Coffee and Conversation
“Just one little sip,” Sofia’s mom told her. Sofia and her mom were
at a café with their friend Michelle Norman. Her mom poured coffee.
She gave Sofia a little sip of the coffee. Sofia sniffed the coffee. She
was not sure if she liked how it tasted. Michelle and Sofia’s mom
talked about their church. First, they planned a worship service.
Then, they talked about grown-up stuff. Sofia was getting bored.
Then, she heard Michelle and her mom start to talk about God. Sofia
liked to learn about God, so she started to listen.
Michelle said, “God invites us all to God’s table. God has a big table,
and everyone is included.” Sofia took out her crayons and paper. She
drew a big table. Sofia thought about all of the people she would
want to share her table. She drew her family. She drew her school
teacher. Of course, she drew Michelle, too. She drew her best friends.
Then Michelle said, “God’s table is big enough even for the people
that we don’t really like or want to include. God loves everyone, and
we should show love to everyone, too.” Sofia looked at her picture.
She had drawn all the people that she loves. Sofia thought about
who else could be at her table. She thought about her neighbor who
yelled at her to stay out of the flowers. Sofia thought God wanted
her neighbor to be at the table, too. Sofia thought about the boy in
her class who tried to take her pencil yesterday. Sofia thought God
wanted him at the table. Sofia decided that God would include her
pets, too, and she added her pet dog to the picture. Sofia drew a cup
of coffee in front of each person. The people in the picture smiled,
because Sofia knew that people were happy when they shared a cup
of coffee and God’s love. Sofia was excited to have such a big table.
Sofia showed her picture to her mom and Michelle.
Sofia said, “This is God’s table.” She told them about each person
at the table. “I like how they are all smiling,” Michelle said. Sofia
smiled and nodded, “Yes! Because people are happy when they
share a cup of coffee and God’s love.” Michelle, Sofia, and Sofia’s
mom all smiled and laughed together. When she got home, Sofia
put her drawing on the wall in her room as a reminder to invite
everyone to God’s table.

Closing Activity
1. Display the globe or TH:
World Map for the children.
Invite children to place a finger
on Spain.
2. Say a prayer for the people
of Spain. Invite the children to
repeat each line after you:
Dear God,
Thank you for creating the
world.
Thank you for loving
everyone.
Please give strength and
peace to the Norman
family.
Thank you for the work they
are doing in Spain.
Help the people in Spain to
feel your love.
Amen.
3. Remind the children to
continue praying for Spain and
the Normans.
4. As parents arrive, thank the
children for participating in
the session. Tell parents that
you learned about the Spanish
practice of sombremesa, talking
around the table, and encourage
families to share an intentional
meal together this week.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with the
other leaders. Plan the learning
activities for Session 4. Reflect
on today’s lesson. How are you
using your relationships to
spread the good news of God’s
love?
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts

4

Good News for
Everyone
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 11: Good News and RK 14: Sharing God’s Love.
• Obtain a globe or locate TH: World Map.
• Locate TH: Praying for Our Pastors.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will make the
connection between the work of Matt and Michelle Norman and
how they can share God’s love in their own communities. Through
working together, thinking of ways to help in their own communities,
and encouraging pastors at their church, children will learn how to
share the Good News of God’s kingdom in their own communities.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: Has someone ever helped you?
What do you know about God’s love? Say: Matt and Michelle Norman
have worked hard to make sure that others feel God’s love. They
spread the good news of God’s love throughout Spain. In today’s
lesson, we are going to learn how we can share God’s love in our own
communities.

RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Do a Puzzle Together
The Normans work together with
pastors, leaders, and churches
across the world. They know that
there is amazing power in people
working together for a common
good. In this activity, children will
work together to do a puzzle to
show how each person’s part helps
the group.
Items needed: simple puzzle(s) with
enough pieces for each child to have a
piece

1. Say: When we work together,
we can do great things. Matt
and Michelle Norman know that
working together is important.
They work together with different
people in Spain to help others.
They also teach pastors and church
leaders how to be better church
leaders so they can share more of
God’s love. They know that there
is power in working together. Each
person on a team has their own
special role, gifts, and things to
offer to make things better.
2. Ask: When have you used
teamwork to accomplish
something?
3. Give each child one piece of
the puzzle. Have children work
together to try to complete the
puzzle. For large groups, divide
children into smaller groups to
work a puzzle.
4. Ask: What were you able to do
when you shared your puzzle piece

and worked together? What was it
like to work together?

for the church leadership and their
families.

5. Pray for people in Spain and all
around the world who are trying to
work together to do good things.

5. Say: Being a pastor can be
hard work. Pastors have to juggle
taking care of their own families
and being there for other people’s
families. They may deal with
people who are not very nice. They
may also write sermons every
week, plan worship, and go to
meetings. It’s important to pray for
our pastors and support them as
they share God’s love.

Pray for Our Pastors
Much of the Normans’ work
helps to support pastors in the
challenges of leading in a society
in which many people don’t see the
importance of going to church. In
this activity, children will support
the pastors and leaders at their
church through an encouraging
prayer bookmark.
Items needed: copies of TH: Praying for
Our Pastors on cardstock; thin ribbon; hole
punch; finger paint or washable ink pad

1. Before the session, print TH:
Praying for Our Pastors and cut
into bookmark-sized strips. Punch
a hole at the top of each bookmark.
Make enough strips for each pastor
and church staff member to have
one bookmark.
2. Say: Matt and Michelle Norman
show God’s love by helping and
praying for the pastors in Spain
and we can pray for the pastors in
Spain and we can also pray for our
pastors and church leaders here.
3. Ask: Who are the pastors at
our church? What are some of the
things that our pastors do?
4. Talk about the pastors of the
church and lead the children in
identifying specific ways to pray
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6. Lay bookmarks on the
table. Assist children in putting
one fingerprint on each of the
bookmarks.
7. As children finish putting their
fingerprints on the bookmarks,
tie a ribbon in the top of each
bookmark.
8. Say: We are going to give these
bookmarks to our church leaders.
When they see these bookmarks,
they will know that we are praying
for them.
9. Set the bookmarks aside for the
closing prayer activity. After the
session, distribute the bookmarks
to church staff and ministers.

Write a Newspaper
Story
God’s love is good news! In the
midst of a world where there is
plenty of bad news, God’s kingdom
breaks in and shows us the good
news of God’s love. Children can
learn how to spread God’s love as
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they identify specific ways to share
the good news of God’s love.
Items needed: copy of RK 11: Good
News for each child; markers; crayons;
pencils

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 11: Good News for each
child.
2. Say: Matt and Michelle Norman
share good news with the people in
Spain. They share good news about
God’s love.
3. Discuss some of the ways
children can help others and show
God’s love.
4. Instruct children to think of
something they can do to show
God’s love.

7. Say: Pretend there is a
newspaper story about the good
thing you did to share God’s love.
Write or draw your story on your
paper.

one small act to share God’s love
and see how a small act can make
a big difference in the world.

8. As children create, go to
children individually and talk
about their papers. If desired, write
a headline on the paper describing
the action.

1. Before the session, locate TH:
World Map or a globe.

9. As time allows, have children
share their creations with the
group.
10. Pray: God, Give us the
strength and the opportunity to
serve you. Help us to do the things
that you want us to do to share
your love. Amen.

5. Ask: Do you ever read the
newspaper or watch the news?
What types of stories do you see in
the news?

Do One Right Thing

6. Give each student a copy of RK
11: Good News.

Sharing God’s love can start
with one small act of love and
acceptance. Children can identify

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone to
help in their areas and put things
back where they go. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students to tell about their
learning activities. Bring RK 14:
Sharing God’s Love.

Items needed: TH: World Map or globe;
sticky-notes; pencils

2. Give each child a sticky-note
and a pencil.
3. Instruct children to write or
draw (on the sticky-note) one good
thing they can do to show kindness
and share God’s love. Have
children put their completed notes
on the world map.
4. Say: There are over seven billion
people in the world. Look how
many notes we have. Imagine if the
whole world was covered in stickynotes with everyone sharing God’s
love. The thing about God’s love
is that it can start small. When we
share the Good News of God, other
people want to share it, too! This
week, go out and do the thing you
wrote or drew on your note.

Large Group
Say: We are finishing our unit on Matt and Michelle Norman, CBF field
personnel in Spain. Over the past three weeks, we’ve learned about the
Norman family, life in Spain, and the ways that the Normans share the
greatest treasure of all—God’s Kingdom and love!
Ask: What did you learn about today? How are you planning on sharing
God’s love this week?
Show RK 14: Sharing God’s Love and discuss the photo. Talk about the
ways the people in the photos are serving God. Say: The top photo shows
Matt grilling some food with friends. The bottom photo shows Michelle
and her son Aaron sorting food to share with others who need food. The
Normans are sharing God’s love through their actions.
Say: Now let’s hear a story about a boy who shares God’s love with his
family and a new friend.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Good News at Dinnertime.”
Pray: Say a prayer, thanking God for other cultures and people. Ask God
to help children share God’s love with everyone.
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Good News at Dinnertime
Closing Activity

Liam’s mom and dad cooked an awesome dinner. Liam sat
down at the table and put a huge spoonful of noodles on his
plate. He sniffed. The food smelled so good! Liam put his
hands together while his little sister said the prayer. “Amen!”
he shouted and took a big bite. “Yum!” Liam loved to eat
dinner with his family. They talked about their days and ate
delicious food. “Let’s do highs and lows!” Liam’s sister said.
In Liam’s family, they took turns telling about the best and
hardest parts of the day. They called it “highs and lows.”
Liam wanted to go first.

1. Ask: What does Liam’s family
do at dinnertime? Does your
family have any special things
you do together at meals? What
did Liam tell his family about his
new friend? How is he going to
show love to the new girl in the
class?

Liam said his high and low were about the same thing. Liam
said his high, the best part of his day, was having a new
friend in his class. “Her seat is close to mine. I’m so glad to
have a new friend in the class!” He thought about how fun it
was to have a new friend in class. He hoped she would play
with him at recess the next day. “Then, what is your low,
Liam?” his mom asked. “I can’t talk to her! She only speaks
Spanish, and I don’t know enough Spanish words!” Liam’s
dad said, “Liam, that’s really cool that you have a new friend
who speaks a different language! It’s hard to start going to
a new school, especially when you don’t speak the same
language. You are a good friend, and I know you will be kind
to her and help her get used to your school.” Liam smiled
and nodded. He started thinking about some ways he could
help his new friend.

2. Say: Every day we are faced
with ways to be kind and show
love. Let’s choose kindness and
love.
3. As parents arrive, ask the
children to say, “¡Hola! Buenos
días!” or“¡Hola! Buenos
noches!” Thank the children for
their attentive learning during
this unit.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with the
other leaders. Think about
what went well and what you
can improve upon for the next
session. Reflect on today’s lesson
and find a way to make it a
part of your life. What are some
small ways you can share God’s
love with people in your life?

Liam’s mom said, “Let’s learn a few Spanish words, so you
can help her feel more welcome tomorrow.” Liam thought
that was a great idea! When he finished eating dinner, Liam
helped put the dishes in the sink. Then, his mom got out a
new book. The book had some words he didn’t recognize.
The book was in English and Spanish! Liam and his mom
read the book together. Liam learned how to say a few new
words, “¡Hola! Buenos días!” [oh lah! Bwe naws thee ahs]
“Hello! Good morning!” Liam practiced saying the Spanish
words as he went to bed. He was excited to greet his new
friend in the morning!
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UNIT

3

Theme: Renewing Hope
People Focus: Butch and
Nell Green

Ministry Focus:
Ministering to the Muslim
Community

Scripture Context:

INFO BANK

Luke 14:15–24

Go to www.cbf.net/
teacherhelps for more
resources for this unit.

Renewing Hope
By Noelle Owen

Luke 14:15–24 is the story of Jesus comparing the kingdom of God to a
celebration where no one is left out and the least expected invitees become
the guests of honor. Butch and Nell Green’s ministry to refugees, displaced
persons, and the Muslim community in Houston reflects this biblical
passage as they reach out to be the presence of Christ to these. They
develop personal and close relationships and share about their faith openly
and honestly as opportunities arise. They are also committed to prayer for
and with these groups.
The Greens have
spent their entire careers
working among Muslim
people around the world.
Having served in Senegal,
Miami, Belgium, North
Carolina, and South
Carolina, they now
serve in Houston, Texas,
as a part of the CBF
Internationals Team. They
seek to mobilize churches
CBF field personnel Butch and Nell Green serve in
and Christians to connect
Houston, Texas, as a part of the CBF Internationals
with Muslims. Through
Team. They seek to mobilize churches and
this unit, children will
Christians to embrace with friendship the Muslims,
not only learn about the
refugees, and other displaced individuals in their
work of Butch and Nell
communities.
in Houston, but they
will be equipped with a greater understanding of the Muslim faith and be
encouraged to embrace Muslims, refugees, and other displaced individuals
in their own communities with friendship.
Children will learn specifically about the Greens’ ministries around
welcoming refugees who are newly arrived to the Houston area. They
partner with churches and other interfaith refugee organizations to pack
and distribute welcome baskets. These baskets provide the first point of
contact with new refugees and extend the offer of help as they navigate
American life. Children will also discover how the Greens minister to
Muslim and international college students, particularly around hospitality
at the holidays.
Finally, children will learn about two new organizations that Nell has
developed that provide even greater opportunities for refugees. Along with
her daughter, Christen, Nell co-founded a for-profit company, Threads by
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Other Sources of
Information

Nomad, which employs refugees in the United States and provides
micro-enterprise for artisans overseas in a clothing and accessories
business. After recognizing the need for further opportunities for
displaced persons to thrive, a non-profit, The Off Ramp, was formed
to invest in the talents, training, and resources needed for refugees,
immigrants, and other displaced persons to develop long-term
success.
Nell and Butch are committed to helping displaced individuals
navigate their new home, find partnerships to help them succeed,
and be the presence of Christ as they go about fostering such
relationships. As children and leaders study this unit, they will be
empowered with greater knowledge and understanding of Muslim
faith and culture, and also be personally challenged to be a part of
renewing hope by fostering genuine relationships with displaced
and Muslim individuals in their own communities. Prayer for,
friendship with, and radical hospitality to even the greatest outsider
challenges us all to be a part of renewing hope in the world today.
For the kingdom of God is like a celebration and we want to help
include everyone as Jesus described.

1. Visit www.cbfinternationals.org for
more information about the work of
Butch and Nell Green in Houston, Texas.
2. Check out Nell’s non-profit
organization’s website, blog, and
podcast at www.theofframp.org.
3. Discover the opportunities Nell and
her daughter have created for those who
are displaced or at risk for displacement
through www.threadsbynomad.com.
4. Request a free downloadable copy
of the children’s resource “I Can Learn
about Refugees” at www.cbf.net/
icanlearnaboutrefugees
5. See www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources for this unit.

Rebecca Jones is the Minister to Children at FBC Wilmington, North
Carolina, where she lives with her husband and four children. She
loves helping kids discover how God is at work around the world.

teaching/
learning aim:
In this unit, children will learn
about the work of Butch and Nell
Green in Houston, Texas. They will
learn about the Greens’ ministry
among newly relocated refugees,
international university students
and the individuals in the Muslim
community. Children will explore
opportunities fostering friendships
and renewing hope with Muslims
and displaced individuals in their
own community.

WO R D BA N K
assalaam alaykum [ah say LAHM ah LAY kum]: common Muslim
greeting meaning “may peace be upon you and may God’s blessings be
with you”

biryani [bee ree AH nee]: rice dish originating among Muslims in India
hijab [hih JOB]: head covering worn in public by many Muslim women
jozbaazi [joz BAH zee]: popular Afghani children’s game involving the
tossing and kicking of pebbles through levels
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Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

1

Renewing Hope by
Welcoming
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: November Video. This animated
video provides an entertaining and informative overview of the
unit.
• Also prepare to show TH: CBF Internationals, which introduces the
work of Butch and Nell Green in Houston.
• Prepare to make chai tea and post RK 22: Allergy Alert.
• Gather RK 15: Bible Sign, RK 16: Flags of the World, and RK 18:
Food Basket Distribution.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will be introduced
to CBF field personnel Butch and Nell Green and their work with
Muslims in Houston, Texas. They restore hope as they connect
churches and individuals to help newly arrived families adjust to
American life and forge friendships through food basket distribution.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: Do you know anyone who is new
to our community or new to our country? What would you want to
share with someone who was new to our town? Would you show
them your favorite restaurants, playgrounds, stores, and parks? Would
you tell them about your school and church? CBF field personnel
Butch and Nell Green welcome new refugees to the Houston area by
helping them to learn these very same things about their new town.

TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Enjoy Chai Tea
When the Greens lead teams from
churches to deliver food baskets,
they are often welcomed into the
homes of the refugees they have
come to welcome. Many refugee
families offer chai tea to their guests
while they visit. While the Greens
and the church teams go to make
the refugees feel welcomed in the
United States, the resettled families
often provide hospitality and are
happy to make new American
friendships.
Items needed: recipe ingredients;
saucepan; water; cups; spoons; strainer;
RK 22: Allergy Alert

offer chai tea to their guests while
they visit. Let’s make some chai tea
to enjoy together.
3. Bring water and milk with
desired spices to a simmer in
medium saucepan. Reduce heat
to lowest setting and add tea. Let
steep for three minutes, stirring
occasionally. Strain into a cup and
add sugar to taste.
4. As you enjoy the tea, talk about
ways you could show hospitality to
newcomers and displaced persons
in your local area.

Play a Food Basket
Relay

3. Say: When teams from churches
assemble and deliver food baskets
to new refugees, they let the newly
arrived individuals know that they
are happy they are here. They
provide an initial offer of help and
leave Butch’s contact information
for future needs. Butch and Nell
provide friendship and connection
to share Jesus’ love.

Create a Bible Sign

Recipe Ingredients:
8 ounces water
4 ounces milk
2 teaspoons sugar
1 tablespoon black tea
4 cardamon pods
small cinnamon stick
¼ inch coin of fresh ginger
pinch of fennel seeds
Makes one serving

Twice a year around Easter
and Thanksgiving, the Greens
coordinate with several resettlement
agencies to deliver food baskets to
newly resettled refugee families.
Members of churches assemble the
baskets and deliver them along
with Butch’s contact information,
an offer of help, and a warm
greeting of welcome.

1. Before the session, gather the
supplies you will need for as
many servings as your group size
necessitates. You may choose to
use all or only some of the spices.
Prepare and display RK 22: Allergy
Alert.

Items needed: two laundry baskets
or boxes; ten canned goods or nonperishable foods; two notes of welcome;
two notes with contact information

2. Say: When the Greens lead
teams from churches to deliver
food baskets, they are often
welcomed into the homes of
the refugees they have come to
welcome. Many refugee families

each team will run to the stack of
items, collect the first item and run
back to tag the next member of
their team. The second person will
run to collect the next item for the
basket, run it to the basket and tag
the next member. Play continues
until the basket is fully packed.

1. Before the session, divide all of
the supplies into two groups on
one end of a large open area. Add
more items if your group is large so
that everyone may participate.
2. Divide the children into two
teams. Explain how to complete
the relay game. One person from
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When one church group went to
deliver a food basket to a new
immigrant family, they were
surprised to find a Bible verse taped
to the apartment door. The family
welcomed the church team into their
home and explained that they were
Muslims from Iran who had become
Christians while in Turkey after
they fled their home. The family
and the team prayed together over
the basket, grateful for the welcome
and also for the freedom and safety
of their new home.
Items needed: copy of RK 15: Bible
Sign for each child; markers; crayons or
watercolor paints; Bibles

1. Before the session, make a
copy of RK 15: Bible Sign for each
student.
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2. Invite the children to look up
John 11:25 in the Bibles and read it
aloud.
3. Say: When one church team
went to deliver a food basket to
a new immigrant family, they
were surprised to find a Bible
verse attached to the front door.
It turned out that the immigrants
had become Christians after they
fled their home in Iran. They were
grateful for the Christians’ welcome
and gift.
4. Invite the children to make
their own signs to place on their
bedroom doors or walls to remind
them to pray for the families in
Houston.

Learn about Flags
Refugees come from many places for
many reasons. We can learn more
about their countries of origin as
we befriend them. The Greens work
with refugees, displaced people,
and University students from many
different countries. As they share
about life in America, they also
listen and learn about each of the
countries of origin.
Items needed: copy of RK 16: Flags of the
World for each child; crayons, markers or
colored pencils; TH: Flags

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 16: Flags of the World for
each child. Locate TH: Flags for
examples of each of the countries’
flags. Prepare to show the pictures
of the flags.

the Muslim community who have
come to Houston from all over the
world. Many of the internationals
with whom they work come
from the countries shown on this
page. As they help the individuals
acclimate to American culture, they
also learn about the countries from
which each person came.
3. Instruct the children to find
each country’s flag on TH: Flags
and color the flags on RK 16: Flags
of the World accordingly. As they
color, invite the kids to talk about
ways they could pray for the people
who come from each country.
4. Lead the children in a prayer
for Butch and Nell. Thank God for
their willingness to help welcome
refugees and help them know they
are welcomed and loved.

2. Say: Butch and Nell Green work
with refugees and members of

Transition
Give a five-minute warning when
it is almost time for Large Group.
Encourage students to finish and
clean up their learning activity.
As students move to Large Group,
ask them what they have learned
about Butch and Nell Green and
their work in Houston so far. Bring
RK 18: Food Basket Distribution
and prepare to show TH:
November Video.

Large Group
Say: We are beginning a new unit about CBF field personnel Butch and
Nell Green, who work with Muslims and other internationals in Houston,
Texas. Butch and Nell have been working among the Muslim community
for more than thirty years in several different countries. As Houston
became a hub for Muslims being relocated to the United States, it provided
a new ministry opportunity to meet the needs of internationals now living
in America.
Ask: What did you learn about in the learning activities?
Show TH: November Video, an animated video which provides an
entertaining and informative overview of the unit.
Say: Let’s hear about one part of the Greens’ ministry that connects
churches and Christians to refugee families in Houston. Show RK 18: Food
Basket Distribution.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Food Basket Friendship.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for Christians who offer warm welcomes and
practical help to new refugees learning to live and thrive in their new
home.
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STORY

Food Basket Friendship
Closing Activity
Carter was so excited! Today was the day he had been waiting
for all week! He was going with his parents to help CBF field
personnel Butch and Nell Green put together food baskets and
deliver them to new refugee families.

1. Say: Today we were
introduced to the work of the
Greens among refugees in
Houston. While the Greens
invest heavily in relationships
with new refugees, they are only
two people. They need churches
and Christians to partner with
them for the greatest impact.

After his family finished eating breakfast, they drove across
town to church. When they arrived, Carter saw his best friend
Neil and gave him a fist bump. The two boys played until Butch
began to give instructions.
“We will be making 50 baskets for 50 families today. Each
welcome basket will have several food items, a gift card to a
local grocery store, my contact information, and a welcome
note.” Butch told the group. The church members began filling
the baskets. Carter and Neil enjoyed carrying the finished
baskets across the room and adding their own personal touch of
smiley face notes to each one.

2. Ask: Who could you
personally or our church
collectively work to show
welcome and friendship to in
our community?

As the 50 baskets were completed, Butch said, “Now it is time to
deliver these baskets. If you are invited to go inside someone’s
home, please take off your shoes at the door.” Nell explained
that the refugee families may offer tea, coffee, or cookies and
encouraged everyone to politely accept.
Carter’s family was assigned three baskets to deliver to three
different families. As they got to the first house, Carter was a
little nervous. When he knocked on the door, he was surprised
to see a boy about his age open the door. His mom, dad, and
two sisters were also home. Carter and his family said, “Hello!
We want to welcome you to America and let you know how glad
we are that you are here!” They gave the family the basket.
They invited Carter and his family inside. Carter met Amhed and
discovered that he was in the third grade, too. As Carter’s family
began their goodbyes, their new friends said, “Thank you for
coming to meet us. You are our first American friends. We hope
to see you again soon.”

3. Pray for opportunities to
share welcome and friendship
with those who may be new or
different in your local area.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Think back over the day’s lesson.
What went well and what could
be improved for next time?
Read the next lesson and begin
thinking about how you will
implement the plans and what
items you need.

Carter's family was glad they could be a part of showing
welcome to refugees and Carter was happy that he had made a
new friend.
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

2

Renewing Hope
through Friendship
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up the activities in
separate areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 19: Friendships with International Students.
• Locate TH: Jozbaazi Game, TH: Finger Crochet, TH: Muslim
Prayers, and TH: Hijab.
• Preview and prepare to show TH: Greens in Houston during Large
Group.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will learn about Butch
and Nell Green’s ministry with Muslim university students. They will
learn about the Muslim faith and about how to be the presence of
Christ in close and personal relationships with Muslim neighbors, as
well as about sharing their faith openly and honestly as opportunities
arise.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: What do you know about Islam?
Say: Butch and Nell Green have been working among the Muslim
community for over thirty years. Islam is the religion practiced
by Muslims. It is the second largest religion in the world after
Christianity. Today we will be exploring some more about the Muslim
faith so that we can be respectful and also build friendships across
faith traditions.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Play Jozbaazi

Learn about Fasting

Crochet Prayer Loops

This game is popular in
Afghanistan. Muslim children who
have come to the United States
enjoy playing this game from their
country of origin.

Fasting is one of the major tenants
of Islam. Children may encounter
peers who are fasting during
Ramadan and may be unfamiliar
with the practice. While Christians
don’t have a specific month for
fasting, the Bible refers to fasting in
several passages.

Crochet is a popular art in many
countries and cultures. Many
of the women with whom the
Greens work crochet. The nonprofit organization, Threads By
Nomad, co-founded by Nell and her
daughter, has recently launched a
crocheted sweater collection made
by refugee artisans.

Items needed: pebble or small rock for
each child; masking tape; TH: Jozbaazi
Game

1. Before the session, create a
playing court on the floor as shown
in TH: Jozbaazi Game, with four
sections numbered one to four and
a starting circle.
2. Say: When refugees come to
America for the hope of freedom
and safety, they still bring parts
of their culture and life from their
country of origin with them. Kids
from Afghanistan enjoy playing
this game. As you play the game,
remember that kids from all over
the world enjoy playing and having
fun in many of the same ways.
3. Explain how to play the game.
The first child stands in the starting
circle and attempts to toss his rock
to the first level. If it lands on level
one, the player goes over and kicks
it back to the starting position.
After the child kicks the rock back
to the starting line, they attempt to
throw to level two. If the rock does
not land on level two, the player’s
turn is over and the next player
goes. If it does land on level two,
the player goes over, kicks it back
and attempts to land on level three.
Play continues until the first player
reaches all four levels.

Items needed: Bibles

1. Say: Muslims practice fasting
as a regular part of practicing
their faith. Fasting involves going
without food and drink for a
period of time. During the month
of Ramadan, Muslims do not eat
or drink from sunrise to sunset.
This spiritual practice intends to
help them draw nearer to God.
Christians may also choose to fast
from time to time to help them
focus their attention on God.
2. The Bible refers to fasting in
numerous passages in the Old and
New Testaments. The children
will use their Bibles to look up
passages about fasting. Assign each
child or group of children one of
the following passages to find and
share with the group: Jeremiah
36:9, Daniel 9:3, Matthew 4:2,
Matthew 6:16-18, Isaiah 58:6, Acts
14:23.
3. Ask: What do these passages
tell us about fasting? How could
fasting help us focus our attention
on God? How could a Christian be
respectful and understanding of a
Muslim practicing fasting?
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Items needed: yarn; scissors; TH: Finger
Crochet

1. Before the session, watch
TH: Finger Crochet and practice
creating a basic finger crochet
chain. Alternatively, you
could invite a member of your
congregation to come in and
demonstrate how to crochet.
2. Say: Crochet is a common art
among many of the Muslim women
with whom the Greens interact.
It involves a repetitious motion
that can be done while praying or
chatting. Today we will make a
basic finger crochet chain.
3. Allow each child to choose a
piece of yarn and practice the basic
finger crochet loop. Assist kids until
they are comfortable doing the
process on their own.
4. Say: After you have practiced
crocheting a bit, we will pray as
you make each loop. Let’s offer
sentence prayers for the Greens,
their work among the Muslim
community, and the university
students who are open to hearing
about Jesus.
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Explore Islam

and culture so that we can have an
understanding of it that might help
us be better friends to our Muslim
neighbors.

Learning about someone else, their
faith, and culture helps to alleviate
fears surrounding the unknown.
Children will learn about some
basic parts of Muslim faith and
culture to empower them to reach
out and foster friendships with
Muslims neighbors.

3. Say: There are five main
practices common to Muslims
worldwide. 1. A declaration of faith
in one God, Allah, and his prophet
Muhammed. 2. Prayers, which are
done five times a day, every day. 3.
Giving to charity 2.5% of income.
4. Fasting during the month of
Ramadan. 5. Making a pilgrimage
once in a lifetime to Mecca, a
place in Saudi Arabia where the
first place of worship to Allah is
believed to be.

Items needed: TH: Muslim Prayers;
TH: Hijab; computer or other device;
lightweight fabric squares or large scarves;
towel or yoga mat

1. Before the session, decide how
you will teach the information
best in your context. Could your
group visit a local mosque and let
the Imam share with them? Would
inviting the Imam to come and
share at your church be possible?
Alternatively, gather the suggested
items and share about these ideas.
2. Say: We are going to learn a
little bit about the Muslim faith

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Encourage them to
complete their activity and clean
up their workspace. While waiting
for the whole group to arrive, ask
the students about their learning
activities. Bring RK 19: Friendships
with International Students to
Large Group and prepare to show
TH: Greens in Houston.

4. Prayer is the second major
tenant of Islam. Muslims pray at
five set times a day as an act of
worship and devotion to God.
Muslim prayers involve physical
posture, mental focus, and spiritual
emphasis at dawn, midday,
afternoon, sunset, and night.
Muslims pray on a prayer mat,
facing in the direction of Mecca.

Throughout the prayer they move
from standing, to kneeling to
placing their forehead and nose on
the floor and back up in a series of
specific prayers. Show TH: Muslim
Prayers and allow your students to
try these different positions on the
towel or mat.
5. Women in Muslim culture wear
hijabs to cover their heads and
chest for modesty in obedience to
teaching in the Quran. Show TH:
Hijab to see how to tie a basic
triangle hijab and allow your
students to try wearing a hijab style
scarf.
6. Ask: What have you learned
about our Muslim neighbors today?
Has anything changed about how
you think about someone who is
Muslim now that you know a little
more about their faith and culture?
Butch and Nell Green want to help
Christians build true friendships
with Muslims. Gaining information
and reducing anxiety are positive
steps toward that aim.

Large Group
Say: Today we explored more about the Islamic religion and Muslim
culture. Butch and Nell engage with many Muslim college students who
are studying in Houston. Watch this video to see more about their work.
Show TH: Greens in Houston. Say: The Greens are always looking for new
friendships to form. One day Nell received an unexpected phone call that
led to a wonderful and lasting relationship.
Ask: Do you know what a phone book is? Say: It’s a big book that lists all
the people in the town or city and gives their phone numbers. It also has
a section called “Yellow Pages,” where all of the businesses, schools, and
churches’ phone numbers are listed. Let’s hear how a phone book led to a
special friendship.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Friendship that Leads to Faith.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for the work that Butch and Nell are doing among
Muslim University students. Help them to continue to have opportunities
to foster relationships that lead to deep conversations and authentic faith.
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STORY

Friendship that Leads to Faith
Closing Activity

Dear Nell,
I wanted to tell you what I learned in my latest Bible study about
who Jesus is! I am so glad you suggested that I study the “I Am”
passages about Jesus. I finally really understand that Jesus is
God and my Savior! Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the
life!”
Do you remember when we first met? I was searching for the
truth. I had grown up as a Muslim in Iran, but when I came
to the United States for medical school, I began looking at
everything—Buddhism, Hinduism, and my native Islam. I felt
like something was missing from all of those. Then one day, I
went to a phone book and searched through the Yellow Pages. I
looked up Christian churches in hopes of finding one near me.
I walked down the street to South Main Baptist Church and
knocked on the front door. One of the ministers there talked to
me and told me I should meet you. I’m so grateful he introduced
us! Our friendship has meant the world to me.
When we met for coffee that first day, I was afraid, but you were
so warm and welcoming that my fears quickly faded. You shared
your faith with me and told me the basics of what it means to be
a Christian. Then you invited me to come to church with you. I
went to church, still not really believing, and you continued to
be a friend to me. Then one Sunday, as I watched a new believer
being baptized, I knew that I wanted to follow Jesus. You prayed
with me and celebrated my decision. I am so grateful for all of
the ways you’ve been my friend and helped me find hope in
Christ. I look forward to seeing you soon.
Your Sister in Christ,
Monique
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1. Ask: Do you know anyone
at your school or in your
neighborhood who is Muslim?
You might notice a friend’s mom
wearing a hijab and know that
they are Muslim. Your family
could visit an ethnic restaurant,
go to a salon, seek out an ESL
class, or refugee resettlement
program to get to know Muslims
in your community.
2. Consider ways you could
reach out to show them kindness
and start a friendship. It might
be as simple as saying hello and
initiating a conversation.
3. Remind the children to pray
for the work of Butch and Nell
throughout the week.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with other
leaders. Plan for the Session 3
activities. How does this lesson
impact you personally? How can
you continue to reflect on the
lesson in the week ahead?
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

3

God’s Kingdom Is
Like a Celebration
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up activities in separate
areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Make copies of the story and assign the parts to children and
leaders.
• Gather RK 17: Bible Similes and RK 20: Family Dinner.
• Locate TH: Embroidery Art and TH: Embroidery Hoop.
• Prepare and post RK 22: Allergy Alert.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session, children will hear the Bible
story from Luke 14:15-24, where Jesus says the kingdom of God is
like a celebration. Butch and Nell Green invite Muslim students to
celebrate with them during major holidays as they build authentic
friendships and bear witness to Christ’s love.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: What are your favorite holiday
traditions at Christmas, Easter, or birthdays? Say: As new refugees
come to America and as international students are away from home
during the holidays, holiday celebrations are great opportunities to
build friendships with Muslim neighbors. Today we’ll see how the
kingdom of God is like a celebration and how Butch and Nell Green
forge friendships through holiday celebrations.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Taste a Traditional
Muslim Dish
Biryani is a traditional Muslim
spicy rice dish that can be prepared
with chicken or vegetables. Biryani
would be served at any traditional
celebration or special event.
Children can be a part of creating
this dish or can simply taste it from
a pre-made microwave option.
Items needed: recipe ingredients; pot;
stove burner; spoon; measuring cups;
measuring spoons; bowls; forks; biryani
rice mix (optional); RK 22: Allergy Alert

Recipe Ingredients:
1 cup basmati rice (soaked for at
least 20 minutes)
1 medium onion, sliced
1 teaspoon ginger garlic paste
2 tablespoons mint leaves
2 tablespoons cilantro
½ teaspoon red chili powder
1 teaspoon biryani masala powder
1¾ cup water
2 tablespoons oil
2 tablespoons curds or yogurt
1 cup mixed vegetables—cubed
potatoes, chopped carrot, green
peas
whole spices for vegetable biryani
(1 bay leaf, 4 green cardamoms,
1 star anise, 2 inches cinnamon,
6 cloves)
1
/8 teaspoon salt
Makes 2 cups
1. Before the session, prepare and
post RK 22: Allergy Alert. Decide
if you will prepare the homemade
biryani or purchase the packaged

version, found in the Indian section
of most grocery stores.

Items needed: copy of RK 17: Bible
Similes for each child; pencils; Bibles

2. If preparing homemade rice,
follow these steps: Soak the rice,
drain and set aside. Chop all the
veggies, mint, and cilantro and set
aside. Add oil to pot and heat it.
Add the whole spices and sauté for
1-2 minutes. Add the onions and
fry until they turn golden. Add the
ginger garlic paste and stir until
the raw smell is gone. Add all the
vegetables and fry for two minutes.
Add the curd, mint, cilantro, chili
powder and masala. Mix all and
fry for two minutes. Spread the
rice evenly over the vegetables.
Measure the water in a separate
bowl. Add the salt. Pour the salted
water across the edges and sides of
the pot. Cover and simmer on low
heat until the water is absorbed.

1. Before the session, make a copy
of RK 17: Bible Similes for each
child.

3. Biryani is a traditional Muslim
spicy rice dish that can be prepared
with chicken or vegetables. Biryani
would be served at any traditional
celebration or special event. The
Greens eat biryani frequently when
they share celebration meals with
their Muslim friends.

Compare Bible
Similes
Over the past three units, the
Bible stories have used different
metaphors about the kingdom of
God. Students will compare these
and other Bible passages that talk
about what the kingdom of God is
like.
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2. Say: A simile is a comparison
using “like” or “as.” An example
of a simile is “her cheeks were red
like a rose.” In the Bible, there are
many similes that describe what
the kingdom of God is like. Today
we will look up these passages and
compare them.
3. Invite children to work together
in partners. Give each child a copy
of RK 17: Bible Similes, instructing
children to look up the references
and match them to the appropriate
comparison. When they are done,
ask them to interpret what these
simile statements might mean
about God’s kingdom.

Embroider a
Welcome
Many immigrant women enjoy
embroidery. Threads by Nomad
has a refugee artisan who hand
embroiders their clothing labels.
While embroidery is traditionally
done on fabric with thread,
students will simulate the process
of embroidery by using yarn and
burlap.
Items needed: TH: Embroidery Art;
TH: Embroidery Hoop; burlap squares;
embroidery hoops; yarn; plastic needles;
pencils; scissors
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1. Before the session, locate TH:
Embroidery Art to see a photo of
this project. Locate TH: Embroidery
Hoop to see a video showing
an easy way to make your own
embroidery hoops with discarded
plastic containers.
2. Say: People around the world
enjoy using embroidery to make
beautiful things. Embroidery can
be used to do lettering, designs,
patterns, pictures, and more. We
will be sewing an easier version
using yarn and burlap.

Write it large and make the letters
simple.
5. Show the children how to thread
the yarn through the eye of the
plastic needles and tie a knot at
the end of the yarn. Demonstrate a
simple sewing stitch and help the
children sew simple stitches along
the letters they have written.
6. Say: If you’d like, you can give
your embroidered artwork to a
new friend that you would like to
welcome to your school or church.

3. Give each child a square of
burlap, a length of yarn, a plastic
needle, and an embroidery hoop.
Show the children how to attach
the embroidery hoop over the
burlap.
4. Say: In pencil, write the word
“Hello!” on the burlap square.

Transition
Give students a five-minute
warning before it is time to
move to Large Group. Encourage
them to complete their learning
activity and clean up their area
before coming to Large Group. As
children gather, ask them about
their learning activities. Bring RK
20: Family Dinner to Large Group.

Large Group
Say: During this unit we have been talking about Butch and Nell
Green in Houston, Texas. They connect churches and individuals with
the Muslim community. They encourage Christians to invite Muslim
international students into their homes for holiday celebrations. Many
times international students are not able to travel home for the holidays
and might spend these big days by themselves without an invitation from a
local host. Sharing holidays together can build friendships and open doors
for authentic faith sharing relationships.
Show RK 20: Family Dinner. Say: Today’s story is from the Bible from Luke
14:15–24. Jesus wanted to help us understand the way that God wants the
world to be. Listen carefully to the story and see what it tells us about how
we should love others.
Assign children and leaders to read the different parts of the story.

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “God’s Celebration.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for making your kingdom big enough to welcome
everyone and for helping us to recognize when we have tried to make
it too small. Give us opportunities to invite everyone to be a part of the
celebration you create.
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STORY

God’s Celebration
Jesus was eating with a group of religious leaders when he told this
story.
Host: I am preparing a huge feast. It is going to be a big party! I will
invite many important guests to come to my party. Servant, go out
and tell the guests that it is time to come in for the party.
Servant: Okay Master. I will go out and tell the guests to come in.
“You can come in for the party now. Everything is ready.”
Invited Guest 1: I just bought a field, and I need to see it. Sorry, I
can’t come.

Closing Activity
1. Say: Today we learned
about how the Greens desire to
connect international students
and new refugees to Christian
families to celebrate holidays
together.

Servant: Master, I went to tell them all that it was time for the
celebration, but they all had excuses and said they won’t be coming.

2. Ask: Could your family get to
know an international student
or family in your town? Do you
have a college or university
nearby? Could you reach out to a
new neighbor and include them
in a celebration with your family
or church?

Host: I am very upset. Go out into the streets and the alleys in town
and invite the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame to come
instead.

3. Talk about what might make
that kind of invitation hard for
you. What could make it easier?

Invited Guest 2: I just bought five pair of oxen, and I’m going out to
the field to see how they work. Sorry, I can’t come.
Invited Guest 3: I just got married, so I can’t come. Sorry.

Servant: Sir, I’ve gone and invited them just as you told me to, but
there is still more room at the party.
Host: Then go out to the roads and the country lanes and get more
people to come in so that my house will be full. None of the ones
who were invited and made excuses will have any of my celebration
feast.
Jesus said, “I have told you this story so that you will know what
the kingdom of God will be like. Everyone will be included, not just
those you might expect, but the least and the forgotten will be there
too.”
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AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the session with other
leaders and look ahead to
Session 4. Consider the activities
you will do and the preparations
to be made. Reflect on today’s
lesson and consider how you
can be a part of meeting spiritual
needs and expanding God’s
kingdom through celebration
this week.
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SESSION

Icon Key
Each learning activity is marked
with a clock indicating the
approximate number of minutes that
you should plan for the activity.
An activity that may best be
prepared before the session
will be marked accordingly.
Some activities offer options
specifically for younger children.
Some activities offer options
specifically for older children.
Some activities require the use
of a computer in the classroom.
Each learning activity is marked
with icons indicating its type. Some
activites have more than one.

Using the Bible
Meeting the People
Playing the Games
Tasting the Food
Enjoying the Arts
RK indicates a Resource Kit Item.
TH indicates an item found at
www.cbf.net/teacherhelps.

4

Renewing Hope through
Job Opportunities
S E S S I O N P R E PA R AT I O N :
• Read over the lesson.
• Study background material. Visit www.cbf.net/teacherhelps to find
more resources.
• Decide which activities you want to offer. Make a list of the
supplies needed for chosen activities. Set up activities in separate
areas of the room. Identify each with a sign.
• Gather RK 21: Iman at Work.
• Locate TH: The Off Ramp.
• Post RK 22: Allergy Alert where parents can see it.
S E S S I O N F O C U S : In this session children will learn about
the career development and job training opportunities that have
been created for refugees through Threads by Nomad, a for-profit
clothing company co-founded by Nell Green and her daughter and
its sister non-profit organization, The Off Ramp, which Nell runs.
By offering fair wages and employing refugees in the United States,
and by connecting displaced persons to resources and training,
these organizations are offering hope that can truly make a life-long
difference for refugees.
S E S S I O N O U T L I N E : The following outline is for use in a session
lasting 45 minutes to one hour. Adjust times according to your
schedule.
Learning Activities (20-30 minutes), Transition (5 minutes),
Large Group Time (15 minutes), Closing Activity (5-10 minutes)

As Children Arrive…
Greet children as they arrive. Ask: Do you have any hobbies? Do you
like to make jewelry or build with Legos? Say: Sometimes hobbies
can become jobs for people who need to earn money to take care of
their families. Today we will hear about a refugee named Iman who
learned how to make her jewelry-making hobby into a business.
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Learning Activities
Choose from the following activities according to your time frame.

Make Hummus

Take the First Step

hopping forward three times; give
two high fives as you take two
giant steps; smile at four people
while taking four baby steps, etc.

Hummus is a common food made
from chickpeas, which originated
in the Middle East, among Muslim
cultures. Children will enjoy making
their own hummus and eating it
with a variety of crackers, pita, or
raw vegetables

Initiating relationships with
individuals who are different, who
might speak a different language,
dress differently, or be of a
different race or ethnicity can feel
intimidating, but as Christians we
are called to love and welcome all.
Butch and Nell work to help break
down barriers and help Christians
forge friendships across lines of
differences. In this fun game, kids
will practice taking the first step to
initiate relationships.

4. The game is just for fun to help
students consider all the ways they
could make simple first steps to
initiate relationships with others.

Items needed: recipe ingredients; food
processor; mixing bowl; spoon; measuring
spoons; plates; crackers; pita chips; raw
veggies; RK 22: Allergy Alert

Recipe Ingredients:
1 15-ounce can garbanzo beans,
drained, liquid reserved
1 Tablespoon lemon juice
1 Tablespoon olive oil
1 clove garlic (crushed)
½ teaspoon ground cumin
½ teaspoon salt
1. Before the session, gather all
of the supplies and prepare the
workspace. Drain beans, but
reserve juice. Prepare and post RK
22: Allergy Alert.
2. Say: Hummus is a common
food among Muslim cultures. It is
made from chickpeas. Today we
will make our own hummus and
eat it with a variety of crackers,
pita, or raw vegetables.
3. Blend drained garbanzo beans,
lemon juice, olive oil, garlic,
cumin, and salt in food processor.
Add in bean liquid until desired
consistency is achieved.
4. Offer a prayer of blessing before
enjoying the hummus snack.

Items needed: none

1. Say: When we meet someone
who is different than us, maybe
someone who speaks a different
language, it can be hard to think
of ways to be friends with them.
Butch and Nell work to help
Christians make friends in spite of
differences. In this fun game, we
will practice taking the first step to
be friends.
2. This game is similar to Mother,
May I? Each player is trying to
move from the starting line to the
finish line by completing a series
of tasks. If the player forgets to
ask permission to make the first
move, he or she must return to the
starting line and try again.
3. The leader will give the
direction, the child will ask, “May
I take the first step?” Then the
child will complete the action.
Actions could include: give three
welcoming handshakes while
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Design Clay
Decorations
Iman uses clay to create beautiful
polymer clay beads for bracelets
and ornaments for Christmas
decorations. The children will create
their own beads or ornaments using
air-dry clay and stamps.
Items needed: air-dry clay; decorative
stamps; plastic knives; paint; toothpicks;
string or yarn

1. Before the session, gather the
materials and cover the table to
protect the surface.
2. Explain to the children that
they will hear about Iman’s story
in Large Group today. She uses
clay to create stamped beads and
Christmas ornaments. Today the
children will make their own
ornaments from air-dry clay.
3. Say: Using the clay and knives,
create an ornament shape of your
choice. Use the stamps to imprint
the decorative stamp pattern into
the ornament.
4. Poke a hole with a toothpick
into the clay ornaments. Tie string
or yarn through the hole to allow
the ornament to hang.
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Learn Muslim
Greetings
There are some specific greetings
that show respect in Muslim
culture. As Christians form
relationships with their Muslim
neighbors, following these customs
shows respect for their religious
beliefs and cultural practices.
Items needed: none

1. Say: Just as it is common to
shake hands in the United States or
kiss on the cheek in Europe, there
are customs particular to most
cultures and regions. These specific
customs are not required to forge a
friendship but practicing them can
build a level of trust right from the
start. Let’s practice some Muslim
greetings and customs.

Transition
Give the students a five-minute
warning when it is almost time for
Large Group. Tell them to clean
up the learning activity they are
working on. Encourage everyone
to help and then move to Large
Group. While all the children are
gathering, ask the students to tell
about their learning activities.
Bring RK 21: Iman at Work to
Large Group.

2. Share the following Muslim
greetings and customs with the
children: The traditional Muslim
greeting, instead of “good morning”
or “hello,” is “assalaam alaykum”
[ah say LAHM ah LAY kum],
which means, “May peace be upon
you and may God’s blessings be
with you.” This greeting reminds
a Muslim to spread love and peace
wherever he or she goes.
3. Women do not shake hands
with strangers. Men may shake
hands with men and women with
women. Male friends may shake
hands by shaking hands with both
hands, right hand placed on top
or by following the handshake by
placing his hand near his heart.
4. When someone is introduced to
a group for the first time, he or she
is introduced to each person in the
group individually. Greetings can

include lengthy introductions and
questions about one’s health and
family.
5. When women enter the room,
men stand up. When new guests
arrive at a party, everyone in the
room stands up to greet them. The
later arriving guest will often walk
around the room and individually
greet each person and shake hands.
6. Feet are considered the lowest
part of the body, and so it is
considered a great insult to point
your shoes or the soles of your feet
at someone.
7. Women and men who are not
married do not look at one another
directly in the eyes.
8. Divide the children into pairs
and encourage them to greet each
other “Muslim style,” by using the
greetings and customs that have
been presented.

Large Group
Say: We are finishing our study about Butch and Nell Green today. What
elements of their ministry do you remember learning about so far?
Say: Not too long ago, Nell decided that she wanted to do more to help
refugees find work. She felt led with her daughter to start a company
called Threads by Nomad, which employs refugees in the United States
in a fair-trade clothing company. Then Nell wanted to do even more, and
she created the non-profit The Off Ramp to empower, train, and match
resources to needs among displaced individuals and those at risk for being
displaced. These two new areas of ministry will be the focus of our story
today.
Say: Let’s hear about Iman, whose hope was restored through the
opportunities she was given through these organizations. (Show RK 21:
Iman at Work.)

Tell the Story: Tell the story, “Renewing Hope Through Employment.”
Pray: Thank you, God, for the Greens and the ways they continue to
grow and adapt their ministry among the Muslim and refugee community
in Houston. Help us to take what we have learned about the Greens and
boldly reach out to develop friendships with Muslims and refugees in our
own community, so that we may be a part of offering hope.
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STORY

Renewing Hope Through
Employment

Closing Activity

As Iman opened her front door, she could hardly believe her
eyes! The supplies for her new jewelry business had arrived!
The five big boxes on her doorstep had tools and materials
for making jewelry!

Items needed: TH: The Off Ramp;
computer or other device

Iman’s search for the right job began when she first moved
to the United States. She had been a doctor in her home
country of Iran, but she had to come to America with her
four children for safety. Her education did not count in
America, and so she could not be a doctor here. What would
she do? She worried and worried. Then she met Nell Green
and found out about The Off Ramp organization.

1. Before the session, locate
TH: The Off Ramp. Visit the
website and determine which
parts of the site to share with the
children in your class. Perhaps
your mission group could choose
a project or individual to partner
alongside. Whether or not your
group chooses to address a
particular project need or not,
guide kids in thinking about
ways they can impact the lives
of refugees and immigrants who
are making their way in a new
home.

Nell saw that Iman had a good hobby of making jewelry, but
she didn’t have all the right materials, tools, or supplies to
turn that hobby into a business. She also didn’t know the
rules for running a business and managing the money. So
Nell helped her find a business teacher who could help her
get her new business started. Nell also introduced Iman to a
jeweler, who taught her new ways to make jewelry.

2. Show TH: The Off Ramp and
look at several of the different
ways that The Off Ramp is
helping displaced persons and
making a difference.

The supplies she needed were expensive and Iman didn’t
have the money to buy them. So Nell helped her make
a plan. First, Iman would make printed clay Christmas
ornaments and sell them. With the money she made from
the ornaments, she would have enough to buy the jewelry
supplies. But where would she sell the ornaments? Nell
connected her with a place to sell them.

3. Pray: Thank God for the
work of Butch and Nell Green
and pray for the present and
future ministry through The Off
Ramp that will help restore hope
to many.

Iman brought the big, heavy boxes inside, but she didn’t
open them yet. She called Nell on the phone. “Nell, could
you come over to my house?” Nell agreed and came later
that day.

AFTER THE SESSION:
Review the unit with other
leaders. What worked well and
what would you do differently
next time? Look ahead to the
next unit and begin planning
for the next unit’s learning
activities.

“Knock, knock, knock.” Iman opened the door and hugged
Nell. She was so happy! “The supplies are here! The polymer
clay, my new jewelry making tools, and all of the materials
for my new business are here! I want you to pray over them
and ask God to bless my business.”
Nell smiled and took Iman by the hand. Together they
prayed, thanking God for God’s goodness, provision, and
faithfulness. They prayed, asking that God use the materials
and equipment in those five boxes to grow Iman’s new
business and help her family thrive.
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C B F C H I L D R E N ’ S M I S S I ONAL FOR M ATION RESOURCE

Resource Kit

RESOURCE
KIT

1

Mosaic Jigsaw Puzzle
Leader: Make a copy on cardstock for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 1, “Work a Jigsaw Puzzle” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

2

Mosaic Template
Leader: Make a copy on cardstock for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 3, “Create a Mosaic” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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“Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me.”

B
W
G
U
N
R
U
Y
I
G
K
RESOURCE
KIT

3
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Search for God’s Kingdom
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 4, “Search for God’s Kingdom” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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F
P
T
M
Q
O
X
C
F
J
L

Hello

Bonjour

Goodbye

Au revoir

Yes

Oui

No

Non

Thank you

Merci

Girl

Fille

Boy

Garcon

Woman

Femme

Man

Homme

RESOURCE
KIT

4

Match French to English Words
Leader: Copy several sets of cards and cut them apart.
Directions: Use in Unit 1, Session 4, “Match French to English Words” Learning Activity.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

5

UNIT 1

Meet Karen
Karen is a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel appointed to pastoral ministry with
migrants and refugees in Northern Africa. Karen is learning French in language school so that she
can minister to the mostly French-speaking migrant community. Karen enjoys the beautiful mosaic
tiles throughout her city and taking care of her goldfish, “Little Buddy.”
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RESOURCE
KIT

6

Welcoming Migrants
In Northern Africa, migrants come from many other parts of Africa, looking for a safer place to
call home. Through her church, Karen welcomes migrants and helps them find basic education
programs and businesses where they will learn job skills.

UNIT 1
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RESOURCE
KIT

7

Celebrating International Migrants Day
On International Migrants Day, Karen’s church celebrated the day with special events including a
worship service and a job workshop. The church gave away over 100 food bags, clothes from the
clothes closet, and shared a meal together with church members and migrants.

UNIT 1
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What is your favorite
place to go?

What made you
smile today?

When was the last
time you were sad?

What is one thing you
learned today?

What can we pray
for today?

What is something that
is hard for you?

What do you want
to do tomorrow?

How have you been
kind today?

RESOURCE
KIT

8

Table Talk
Leader: Make a copy on cardstock for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 1, “Create a Family Game” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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H
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KINGDOM

HIDDEN

SHOP

VALUABLE

HEAVEN

FIELD

FINE

BUY

TREASURE

HAPPY

PEARLS

RESOURCE
KIT

9

Treasure Hunt
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 1, “Work a Refugee Word Search” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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Cristo to amo!
Hola! Como estas?
beunos dias
beunos tardes
beunos noches
amigo
Biblia
Dios
iglesia

Jesus loves you!

good night

God

Hello! How are you?

friend

church

good morning

Bible

RESOURCE
KIT

10

Spanish Words
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 3, “Learn Spanish Words” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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THE GOOD NEWS TODAY
Local Kid Shows God’s Love

RESOURCE
KIT

11

Good News
Leader: Make a copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 2, Session 4, “Write a Newspaper Story” Learning Activity.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

12

The Normans in Spain
Matt and Michelle Norman are CBF field personnel in Barcelona, Spain. They work with churches
and pastors across Europe to help tell people the good news of God’s love. They spend time with
friends and form relationships so they can share God’s love.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

13

Celebrating Good News
Matt and Michelle love to share worship songs with their friends at church in Barcelona, Spain.
They also celebrate birthdays, share conversations over coffee, and get together for meals with
people in their community as a way to show that God loves everyone.

UNIT 2
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RESOURCE
KIT

14

Sharing God’s Love
The Normans share God’s love by eating with friends and talking around the table. They also serve
at a food bank, where they sort and package food to share with people in their community who do
not have enough food to eat.

UNIT 2
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“I am the
resurrection and
the life. The one
who believes in
me will live, even
though they die.”
—John 11:25
RESOURCE
KIT

15

Bible Sign
Leader: Make one copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 3, Session 1, “Create a Bible Sign” Learning Activity.

UNIT 3
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RESOURCE
KIT

16

Flags of the World
Leader: Make one copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 3, Session 1, “Learn about Flags” Learning Activity.

UNIT 3
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___ Matthew 13:33
The Kingdom of God is like…

A. A merchant looking for fine
pearls

___ Matthew 13:31
The Kingdom of God is like…

B. Yeast worked through a large
amount of flour

___ Matthew 13:44
The Kingdom of God is like…

C. A mustard seed planted in a
field

___ Matthew 13:45
The Kingdom of God is like…

D. A king who prepared a
wedding banquet for his son

___ Matthew 13:47
The Kingdom of God is like…

E. A net that caught all kinds of
fish

___ Matthew 22:2
The Kingdom of God is like…

F. A treasure hidden in a field
worth buying

RESOURCE
KIT

17

Bible Similes
Leader: Make one copy for each child.
Directions: Use in Unit 3, Session 3, “Compare Bible Similes” Learning Activity.

UNIT 3
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RESOURCE
KIT

18
UNIT 3

Food Basket Distribution
CBF field personnel Butch and Nell Green partner with churches in Houston, Texas, to assemble
and deliver welcome baskets to newly arrived refugees. These initial contacts are a doorway
into the lives of refugees as Butch and Nell work to support the refugees as they learn to live in
America.
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RESOURCE
KIT

19

Friendships with International Students
Nell and Butch Green invest in relationships with Muslim international college students who are
studying in the Houston area. They have found that many of the students have an openness to
discussing faith and are appreciative of genuine friendship.

UNIT 3
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RESOURCE
KIT

20

Family Dinner
Butch and Nell Green connect Christians with international university students and members of
the Muslim community to make meaningful friendships and share holiday celebrations together.

UNIT 3
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RESOURCE
KIT

21

Iman at Work
Iman, a Muslim refugee from Iran, receives support, empowerment, and resources from The Off
Ramp, a non-profit organization founded by Nell Green. With help from Nell and others, Iman was
able to start a jewelry making business and have long-term hope for her future.

UNIT 3
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Allergy Alert

If your child is allergic to any of these items,
please inform your child’s leader.

RESOURCE
KIT

22
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2020-2021

EXTEND

HOPE
HOSPITALITY
FEATURING
NORTH AMERICA

Mira & Sasha
Zivanov
St. Louis, Missouri
Please give as generously
as you can to this year’s
Offering for Global
Missions. Your gift will
share the Good News
and offer lasting hope
and loving hospitality
through the work of CBF
field personnel around
the world.
Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have
entertained angels without
knowing it.

INTERNATIONAL

Janée Angel
Belgium

Hebrews 13:2

www.cbf.net/ogm

