A Call to Action for Racial Justice
If our country is to make progress and live beyond our “original sin” of racism,
the greatest effort must come from the majority white population and the white church
specifically.
This work requires more from us as a church and a nation. Commit to doing something
different. Be willing to be uncomfortable for the sake of personal growth, and for the sake
of our Gospel witness. There will be little to no progress on difficult issues of race without
establishing authentic cross-racial relationships. All the suggested action steps below should lead
to deeper personal relationships.
We must commit to preaching, teaching and living the truth that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is incompatible with
racism, hate and bigotry. We must prepare, train and commit ourselves to confronting with love and humility any form
of racism or white supremacy we encounter.
Let the Lord move your heart and your heart move your feet. Do something!
Education

Engagement

If you have never engaged issues of racial injustice, education is
necessary. Read, watch and learn from perspectives to which you have
never been exposed. Consider this type of study and learning a
prerequisite. Do not expect those of other races to take the time to
teach you or to respond without their seeing a demonstrated
commitment on your part. The following is a very short list of
suggestions on where to start, as well as some more advanced
materials that you may find difficult if you’ve never engaged the issue
before. You are unlikely to agree with all the ideas and opinions
expressed, nor does the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF)
endorse all these viewpoints; but these voices need to be heard, and
we should listen with ears and hearts open.

Commit to moving beyond your usual social circles and settings. New
relationships are unlikely to develop unless we put ourselves in new
settings and among new people — particularly when we experience
what it is like to be a minority in a given space. Engage with humility,
seeking to listen and learn, not control or direct.

Article
• The Persistent Problem by Michael O. Emerson, published by the
Center for Christian Ethics and Baylor University

Books
• Waking up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by
Debby Irving
• America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege and the Bridge to a
New America by Jim Wallis
• Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson
• Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coats
• The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church’s
Complicity in Racism by Jemar Tisby
• How to be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi

Videos & Films
• CBF 2017 General Assembly address by Brian McLaren
https://vimeo.com/223765530
• Mayor Mitch Landrieu, New Orleans – Speech addressing removal of
confederate monuments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0jQTHis3f4
• Beneath the Skin: Baptists and Racism, by CBF partner Ethics Daily
• 13th (IMDB page) – Available on Netflix
• I Am Not Your Negro (IMDB page) – Available on Amazon Prime

• Break Bread - following the example of two churches who
established a partnership and scheduled dinner at local restaurants
for four adults from each congregation. “Tables of Eight” provides
time for building cross-racial relationships naturally and in the
community.
• Join a local ministerial alliance, ecumenical or interfaith organization
to help your faith community plan and prepare to confront racism in
these difficult times
• Engage local history - A complete and honest reckoning with our
history is crucial to greater understanding. Discover your local
history. Go to a local museum or history center to uncover the
history of race in your own city or town. Is your town still largely
segregated? What historic policies led to this current reality? In the
process of integration, what African-American institutions or
communities were harmed or neglected? Were there any lynchings in
your area? What Native-American tribes lived there prior to Anglo
settlement?
• If there is a Historically Black College or University (HBCU) in your
area, build relationships with that critical institution.
• Attend a meeting of your local NAACP

Contact your elected officials
and raise your voice alongside
and on behalf of, those
suffering systemic injustice.
Advocacy
Racism is more than personal animosity and prejudice based on race; it is also systemic. There are numerous issues in society that
reflect historic and systemic racism. Commit to joining or forming coalitions across racial lines to address the issues below or any
number of others. Working together toward a common goal builds trust and fosters new relationships. Contact your elected officials
and raise your voice alongside of, and on behalf of, those suffering systemic injustice.
• Criminal Justice Reform – Learn about current efforts to combat injustices and practices of mass incarceration at both the state and federal level
that have a disproportionate impact on communities of color
. Learn how the cash bail system punishes the poor and join efforts to abolish it.
• Predatory Lending – CBF Advocacy is a national leader in the effort to reform predatory payday and auto title lending practices which
disproportionately affect people of color. Learn more here. Join coalition efforts in your state to reform state laws and combat these debt-trap
products. Consider partnering with a local credit union to offer a rescue loan ministry to help free borrowers from burdensome debt.
• Immigrant and Refugee advocacy – CBF has formed a new Advocacy Action Team for Immigrants and Refugees. Learn about the challenges
and daily fears which confront the strangers among us whom we are commanded to welcome. Contact your elected representatives and ask
that they support the bipartisan DREAM Act which offers undocumented immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as minors the opportunity to
attain legal status.
• Finally, challenge everyday forms of racism that you witness on a daily basis. Have a hard conversation with a friend or family member who
may have racist views or follow these 10 steps to fight everyday racism.

