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PREACHING DURING A PANDEMIC: A 
COVID-19 SHAPED SERMON OUTLINE 

Brett Younger



Preaching during a Pandemic
The necessity of addressing the 
crisis
Responding to despair
Sharing hope
A Covid-19-shaped sermon outline
Listening to the Spirit and scripture



Homiletical issues 
raised by Covid-19

• justice



Homiletical issues 
raised by Covid-19

• justice
• pastoral care



Homiletical issues 
raised by Covid-19

• justice
• pastoral care
• bad theology



Homiletical issues 
raised by Covid-19

• justice
• pastoral care
• bad theology
• death 



Responding to despair



Sharing hope



When this is over, 
may we never again take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbors
A crowded theater
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.
When this ends
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way — better
for each other
because of the worst.
- Laura Fanucci



1. Trouble in the world
2. Trouble in the text
3. Good news in the text
4. Good news in the world

Paul Scott Wilson’s 
Four Pages of the Sermon



• Is the bad news in the world parallel to 
the bad news in the text?
• Is the good news in the world parallel to 

the good news in the text?
• Is the good news a direct response to the 

bad news?



A Covid-19-shaped 
sermon outline

• Sadness that surrounds us
• Sadness in the biblical story
• God’s hope in the biblical story
• God’s hope that surrounds us



Pentecost / Ezekiel 37
We feel weary.
The Jews in captivity felt 
defeated.
The Spirit brought life to old, dry 
bones.
God is bringing life to us.



Acts 6-7 / Stoning of Stephen
We are going through a hard time.
The early church went through 
persecution.   
Stephen found hope in the story of 
God’s people.
God gives hope in the story of God’s 
people.



Matthew 9:35-10:14 / Jesus 
commissions the disciples 
This crisis is worse for the marginalized.
In Jesus’ day, life was worse for the 
marginalized.
Jesus sends his followers to act with 
compassion.
God sends us to act with compassion.



Mark 6:30-34 / Jesus looks for 
quiet
We are feeling isolated.
Jesus understood loneliness.
Jesus found hope in silence.
God gives solitude that leads to 
hope.



1 Chronicles 16:1-12 / 
Remembering
We are missing so much.
The people of Israel missed their old 
lives.
They found hope in remembering.
God helps us remember our way to 
hope.



Listening to the 
Spirit and Scripture


