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Alicia and Jeff Lee

Supplies Needed

Session 1:

= Whiteboard or poster paper

= Bibles

= Screen to show the videos

=  Printed copies of OGM Resource Page 1

= Pens/Pencils/Markers

Session 2:

= Whiteboard or poster paper
= Bibles

= Screen to show the videos

= Paper

= Writing utensils

= Cardstock, art canvases or posters as a base for
collage (one per group/pair)

= Various craft/art supplies for collage (markers, paint,
old magazines, stickers, construction paper, glue,
scissors, etc.)

Preparation for Youth Bible Study:

= Watch the 2026-2027 CBF Offering for Global
Missions videos.

= Review both session outlines.
= Read John 15:5 (NRSV).
®  Print out copies of OGM Resource Page 1.

=  Provide small group questions fo leaders, if
applicable.
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SESSION ONE

Theme: Transforming Abundance through Christ
Scripture: John 15:5 (NRSV)

Videos: Short Documentary

Preparation Needed

= Write the gathering question on a whiteboard or
poster.

=  Print out copies of the OGM Resource Page 1.
= Set up the video to be watched by the group.

=  Provide small group discussion questions to leaders,
if applicable.

Gathering Activity

Before you begin, write this question in a place
the youth can see it when they arrive, either on a
whiteboard or poster paper that you hang on the wall:

Who is someone who has made
an impact on your life?

As youth enter the space, invite them to respond to the
prompt either by writing their answer on the board/
poster around the question or by going around the
room and sharing their answers out loud.
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Introduction

Say: Each year, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
(CBF) takes up an Offering for Global Missions
supporting CBF field personnel as they continue
their ministry and work all around the world. This
year’s theme for the Offering focus is Transforming
Abundance through Christ.

For the next fwo sessions, we are going to highlight the
ministry of two CBF field personnel in Skopje, North
Macedonia: Jeff and Alicia Lee. The Lees have served
in North Macedonia for over 14 years and have created
a wide network of community partners through their
dedicated ministry of long-term presence in the country.
North Macedonia is a small landlocked country in the
Balkan region of southeastern Europe. The country’s
population is made up of a blend of various religious
groups, such as Orthodox Christians, Muslims and
agnostics, as well as many ethnic groups, including
Macedonians, Albanians, Roma, Serbs, Turks and other
minority groups.

Because of the diversity among the population, there
can sometimes be tension among the people in the
community. But most people just want a healthy life
for their families and work toward that common goal.
Much of North Macedonia’s economy and culture is
centered around agriculture. A considerable portion of
the population farms to support themselves and their
families. Agriculture also plays an important role in the
ministry of the Lees, which we will see throughout our
time together.

Lesson

Invite a youth volunteer to read the theme verse, John
15:5 (NRSV).

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing” John 15:5 (NRSV).

Ask:
= What is one word that stands out to you in this
verse?

= What image do you picture as you hear this verse?
=  What does it mean to “abide™?
= Definitions according to Merriam-Webster' include:
= To bear patiently or tolerate
= To endure without yielding or to withstand
= To wait for or await
= To remain stable or be fixed in a state
= To continue in a place or to sojourn

= What do you think Jesus means when he says
“abide in me™?

=  What does it mean to “bear much fruit”? What can
it look like to bear fruit in our daily lives?

Say: Our theme for today is Transforming Abundance
through Christ. We are going to watch a video about Jeff
and Alicia Lee’s ministry in North Macedonia to learn
more about how they have made an impact and shared
the transforming love of Christ in Skopje, through

their ministry and work alongside various community
partners.

Watch the Short Documentary video (~5 min)

“Abide.” Merriam-Webster.com. Merriam-Webster, 2026. Web. 30 April 2026.
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Discussion

After the video, take time fo discuss these questions as
a group. If your group size allows, you may also divide
into small groups for discussion and then come back to
share reflections as a larger group.

= What stood out to you in the video?

= What did you learn about the work and long-term
presence Jeff and Alicia Lee are sharing with the
people of North Macedonia?

=  Areas to highlight:

= Connection to the agriculture of North
Macedonia

= The Lees’ partnership with the Food Bank of
Macedonia

= Jeff’s overseeing of the vineyard

= Alicia’s work at Poraka, serving adults with
disabilities
=  What does Transforming Abundance through
Christ mean?

= Possible answers: shifting from a mindset of
scarcity to one of abundance; seeing the
potential in others and ourselves; sharing God’s
love with others so they may know they are seen
and known; creating safe spaces where all know
they belong; helping others thrive and flourish,
efc.

= How are the Lees sharing this idea of transforming
abundance with their community in North
Macedonia?

=  What can we learn from the ministry of the Lees in
order to help those in our own community and share
God’s abundance with our neighbors?

Transforming
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Response Activity

Distribute printed copies of OGM Resource Page 1to
each youth, along with writing utensils or markers with
which to draw or color.

Say: We are going to respond with a reflection
activity to help us think about how we might share
the transforming abundance of Christ within our own
community. You'll notice an image of a grapevine on
your paper. We are going to connect our verse and
theme for today with the needs of our church and
community.

Invite the youth to either find a quiet place to work
on this individually, or find a partner with whom

to collaborate, as they walk through the following
reflection steps:

= Write a name you use for God on the trunk of the
vine. You can color or doodle around the name and
on the trunk, or just continue writing names for God
in this space.

= Write your name and the names of others in your
youth group and church congregation on and
around the branches of the vine. Reflect on the
relationships and connections you have within your
faith community.

= Think about those in your life and in your
community who need to know they are loved by
God and who need a place to belong. Write those
names on the leaves of the branches.

= Now consider what fruit God is producing in your
life to share abundantly with the people whose
names you wrote on the leaves. You might write
fruits of the Spirit or practical ways you can make a
difference in your community. Write those thoughts
down on the grapes along the branches.

= Reflect on your images, continue doodling and pray
over the names and words you wrote on your paper.
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Closing Reflection

Invite the youth to share with the group a word they
wrote or an image drawn on their vine as their prayer
today.

After the group shares, close in prayer.

Sample Prayer:

Creator God, we thank you for the people in our lives
who share your transforming and abundant love with
us in ways that remind us we are seen and known. Help
us to create spaces where all can know they belong
because of your love and grace. Be with Jeff and Alicia
Lee as they continue ministering with the people of
North Macedonia in impactful ways for their community.
May the support of CBF allow the long-term presence
of field personnel all around the world to continue to
flourish; and may your love be shared with all of your
children. Amen.
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Alicia and Jeff Lee

Supplies Needed

Session 1:

= Whiteboard or poster paper

= Bibles

= Screen to show the videos

=  Printed copies of OGM Resource Page 1

= Pens/Pencils/Markers

Session 2:

= Whiteboard or poster paper
= Bibles

= Screen to show the videos

= Paper

= Writing utensils

= Cardstock, art canvases or posters as a base for
collage (one per group/pair)

= Various craft/art supplies for collage (markers, paint,
old magazines, stickers, construction paper, glue,
scissors, etc.)

Preparation for Youth Bible Study:

= Watch the 2026-2027 CBF Offering for Global
Missions videos.

= Review both session outlines.
= Read John 15:5 (NRSV).
®  Print out copies of OGM Resource Page 1.

=  Provide small group questions fo leaders, if
applicable.
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SESSION TWO

Theme: Transforming Abundance through Christ
Scripture: John 15:5 (NRSV)

Videos: Attila, Goce, Anabella, Guillermo Videos

Preparation Needed

= Write the gathering question on a whiteboard or
poster.

= Set up the videos to be watched by the group.

= Decide how you will divide the group into smaller
groups.

=  Provide small group discussion questions to leaders,
if applicable.

Gathering Activity

Before you begin, write this question in a place
the youth can see it when they arrive, either on a
whiteboard or poster paper that you hang on the wall:

What or where is a place you find it easy to abide?

As youth enter the space, invite them to respond to the
prompt either by writing their answers on the board/
poster around the question, or by going around the
room and sharing their answers out loud.
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Introduction

Ask: During our last session, we learned about the
ministry of two CBF field personnel, Jeff and Alicia Lee,
who live and serve in North Macedonia. What did we
learn about the ways they minister with the people in
their community?

Say: Today, we will continue to learn more about the
partnerships the Lees have among their community

in North Macedonia. We will also hear stories from
individuals who have been impacted by the ministry of
the Lees and the work of their community partners.

Lesson

Say: Today, we continue our focus on the theme
Transforming Abundance through Christ. We are
going to read the same scripture verse from the last
session, but through a different lens. We are going fo
practice Lectio Divina, or divine reading, together. | will
read the verse out loud three times, pausing between
each reading. Each time | read, | invite you to think
about which word or phrase stands out to you as you
hear the verse. It might be the same word, or a different
word each time. As we prepare our hearts to hear God’s
word, | invite you to find a comfortable seated position
and close your eyes or soften your gaze as | read.

Read the following verse, John 15:5 (NRSV), three
separate times, pausing for a moment in between each
reading to allow the youth to reflect on what they hear.
Remind the students to reflect on which word or phrase
stands out to them each time.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing” John 15:5 (NRSV).

Transforming
Abundance
through Christ

Ask:

=  What word or phrase stood out to you during this
practice?

=  How did you feel hearing this verse read multiple
fimes in a meditative way?

= After practicing Lectio Divina, what new
perspective or insight do you have about this verse?

= How might this verse relate to the theme:
Transforming Abundance through Christ?

= How might abiding in Christ lead to transformation?

Say: We are going to watch four short videos, each
highlighting the story of an individual who is part

of the ministry and community of the Lees in North
Macedonia. Each is connected to the Lees in a different
way and represents the various groups and aspects of
ministry of Jeff and Alicia in Skopje. As we watch the
videos and hear their stories, listen for ways they have
experienced God’s transforming abundance in their
community.

Before you watch the videos, divide your youth into
four groups or pairs (depending on your group’s size),
assigning each group one of the four highlighted
individuals (Attila, Goce, Anabella, Guillermo). After all
four videos have been watched, each group will focus
on their assigned individual for the discussion and
response activity.

Watch the following four videos: Attila’s Story, Goce’s
Story, Anabella’s Story, Guillermo’s Story
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Discussion

After the videos, pass out paper and writing utensils
to each group and invite each group or pair to discuss
the following questions about their assigned video.
Encourage them fo write down their answers or take
notes as they will be sharing their discussion with the
larger group after.

= What stands out to you from the video?
= What was impactful about their individual story?
= Where do you see God at work in their story?

=  How did they define what Transforming
Abundance through Christ means for them?

= How are they sharing this abundance with their
community?

Once all of the groups or pairs have discussed each of
these questions together, invite the large group to come
back together to share responses from each group and
reflect on the video stories as a whole.

Response Activity

Have each group or pair return to a space where they
can work together for the response activity. Invite them
into a tfime of creative prayer in which they will work to
craft a collage of their prayers for the individual in North
Macedonia on whose story they focused in the videos.

Suggested Collage Supplies: (Use what you have on
hand.)

= Cardstock, art canvases or posters as a base for
collage (one per group/pair)

= Various craft/art supplies for collage (markers, paint,
old magazines, stickers, construction paper, glue,
scissors, etc.)

Transforming
Abundance
through Christ

Invite youth to be creative in how they respond and
create a collage of their prayers for this individual.
You can provide them with the following prompts to
help guide the process; but encourage them to be
collaborative and imaginative:

= Pray for the life of this individual as they continue
serving and impacting the community in North
Macedonia.

=  Pray they will continue to experience God’s loving
presence and transforming abundance.

=  Pray for the continued ministry of the Lees in the
lives of the people of the Skopje community.

Closing Reflection

Say: The Offering for Global Missions provides the
funds needed for CBF field personnel all around the
world to continue their ministry and work each year.
Our monetary support is important for the long-term
presence of these field personnel in their contexts, but
just as important are our consistent prayers and support
of these people and their communities.

For the closing reflection, invite each group or pair

to share their visual prayers with the larger group.
Encourage each youth to share a phrase or sentence
about the collage out loud as their prayer, going around
the group until each student has shared.

To close, share this benediction with the group:

May God’s transforming abundance be with you and be
shared through you as you go and live in community
this week. Know you are seen and loved by God, and
have a place to belong here. Share this truth with the
world through Christ’s abundant love. Amen!

About the author: Ann Beth Cross is associate
pastor of faith formation and administration at
Greystone Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C.
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