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Welcome
Welcome to the 2026–27 Offering for Global Missions Bible Study. Our theme this season is Transforming Abundance 
through Christ and our focal scripture is John 15:5.

I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit (NRSV).

These two sessions will examine this scripture from two different angles:

	� What does it mean for us personally to be connected to Jesus, the Vine?

	� What does it mean for us to be connected to one another through Jesus, the Vine?

As we examine the scriptures, we’ll see how people in Macedonia are flourishing in the abundance of God’s love 
through the long-term presence of CBF field personnel Jeff and Alicia Lee. Their various ministries provide a perfect 
example of how that love—through our connectedness—can bring transformation to entire communities.

www.cbf.net/presence

Role of the Facilitator
Your role, as facilitator, is to guide your group through 
the different sections of each study session. Your 
role, while important, doesn’t require a lot of studying 
or “lecturing.” These sessions are not designed to 
be read aloud as a lecture, but rather to encourage 
group discussion and interaction. In this model, every 
participant is a “teacher,” and every participant is a 
“learner.” We will learn from each other as we examine 
the scripture and learn about the Lees’ ministry in 
Macedonia.

Your main responsibility will be to prepare the materials 
and videos ahead of each session. At the beginning of 
each session, you’ll find a list of the things you need to 
do to prepare.

Another part of your role is to determine the best way to 
guide your group. The final activity and discussion are 
geared towards various types of learners.

Dig – This approach is for groups or individual learners 
who like to dig deeper into the context and meaning of a 
passage. Towards the end of a study, Dig learners might 
ask, “What else might I learn from or about this passage?”

Discuss – This approach is for groups or individual 
learners who prefer to work through a lesson by 
discussion with guiding questions. Towards the end of a 
study, Discuss learners might ask, “What can I learn from 
someone else’s perspective?”

Apply – This approach is for groups or individual 
learners who usually look for a “now what?” at the end 
of a lesson. Towards the end of a study, Apply learners 
might ask, “What difference does this make in my life?”

Reflect – This approach is for groups or individual 
learners who prefer to take time to consider the personal 
meaning for themselves, using silence, art or other 
activities as a vehicle for reflection. Towards the end of 
a study, Reflect learners might ask, “What might God be 
saying to me right now?”

Your group may be mostly one type of learner, or you 
might have all of them. You’ll find places in the session 
that offer possible alternatives for the different learning 
styles. Consider the best way to include your specific 
learners—using one of the approaches, dividing the 
group into smaller groups by learner type or including 
pieces of all the approaches!
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Introduction to the Passage
While some explanatory material will be given in 
each session in regard to our focal passage, you’re 
encouraged to read through this introduction to 
familiarize yourself with the scripture.

If possible, you might consider sending this section 
to your group participants in advance so they can be 
familiar with the passage. You might also find it useful 
to listen to this introductory audio as you prepare this 
session.

If we read through the four different Gospel versions 
of Jesus’ final meal with his disciples (often called “the 
Last Supper”), we discover different accounts of what 
happened that evening. That’s not to say that these 
accounts conflict with one another; rather, it’s the way 
these four different writers tried to describe the same 
event from their own points of view.

The first three gospel writers, Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
give similar accounts, with a focus on the institution of 
the Last Supper itself and Jesus predicting his betrayal 
and death.

The writer of John gives us more details about that 
evening. Where the first three writers spend a few 
paragraphs on these intimate moments, John devotes 
five whole chapters. It seems as if John was trying to fill 
in the blanks left by his fellow writers on that crucial and 
intimate evening.

Most modern biblical scholars believe that John’s gospel 
was written between 90–100 CE—as many as 10 to 
20 years later than Matthew, Mark and Luke. In those 
years, nearly all of the original apostles (Jesus’ disciples) 
had died, and some early Christians were beginning to 
experience persecution. 

The early church—not yet a large institution, but a 
scattered group of faith communities—was undergoing 

a transition. It’s possible the earliest followers believed 
that Jesus’ return was imminent—he might arrive at any 
time! So, their actions focused on spreading the Good 
News broadly and surviving until he returned. 

But by this point, nearly 70 years after Jesus’ final 
departure, they were coming to terms with the fact that 
Jesus might not be coming back immediately. What 
would it mean to live as Jesus’ followers in a world 
where Jesus might take longer to return than they’d 
expected or hoped?

It’s a familiar place for us in the 21st century, some 2,000 
years later. But for those early believers, it required a 
shift in thinking.

Perhaps foreseeing that his congregation would need 
to know more about the foundations of their chosen 
faith, John wrote his Gospel account very differently, 
including many stories that the other writers had left 
out. John particularly devoted more time to different 
conversations Jesus had. For example, consider his talk 
with Nicodemus in John 3, or his conversation with the 
Samaritan woman at the well in John 4. 

And John felt it was especially important to relay Jesus’ 
final instructions to his disciples on that night he would 
be arrested. 

It’s as if John wanted to take his readers—who had 
never met Jesus in person—as close to Jesus as they 
could get. To bring us into those intimate moments, 
hearing his last words, his final prayers as well as his 
instructions for what life would be like after he was 
gone.

Tending to a vineyard would have been an 
understandable image for people in that age. They 
didn’t buy juice or wine in the grocery store from a 
bottle someone else had filled. In those days, many 
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people had their own vines at home, and they had to 
know how to care for them properly.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit... 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am 
the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing.” (15:1-2, 4-5, NRSV)

Logically, John’s readers would understand this 
concept—if a branch is cut off from the vine, it will die. 
The leaves will wither, and no fruit will grow. That’s not 
a place we would want to be!

I grew up in the Christian church and have heard this 
passage more times than I can count. To me, it always 
had a sinister feel. It sounds like, “stay connected, or 
else! Bear fruit, or risk getting cut off!”

What if that’s not what Jesus was saying at all?

I’m not a “plant whisperer,” but as far as I know, the 
branches of a vine don’t sit around all day telling 
themselves, “Hang on! Hang on tight, don’t let go!” 

In the same way, a fruit tree doesn’t sit around all 
summer straining and pushing, trying to get fruit to pop 
out, fearful that it will be cut down.

What if Jesus isn’t saying, “Hang on or else!” 

What if Jesus is saying, “You are already a part of the 
vine. The growth, the flourishing are not yours. They 
come from me. Just remain in me, rest in me and let the 
fruit happen.”

In these sessions, we’ll talk about that connection. 
Good news—we are already part of the vine, we are 
connected! What does that connection look like? What 
can we do to strengthen that connection and recognize 
the fruit that God is bringing about?

www.cbf.net/presence

SESSION 1: REMAIN IN CHRIST
Preparation
In preparation for this session:

	� Cue the two videos we’ll watch: “Goce’s Story” and “Anabella’s Story.”

	� Read through the session guide and familiarize yourself with the discussions and activities. Make note of the 
options for different types of groups and adjust according to your own participants.

	� Pay attention to the times allotted for the last two sections and adjust according to the time you have available.

	� Print copies of the “Abundance on the Vine” worksheet—enough so that every participant will have a copy.

	� Consider having color pencils, crayons or markers for the worksheet.
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Session Opening (2 minutes)
Once the group is ready to begin, convey the following 
information:

For this year’s CBF Offering for Global Missions, our 
theme is “Transforming Abundance through Christ.” 
We’ll look at the ways Jesus said we can experience 
abundance and see how that abundance is transforming 
communities through the ministry of CBF field 
personnel Alicia and Jeff Lee in Macedonia.

In this first session, we’ll talk about what it means to be 
“connected” to Jesus, using the image of a grape vine 
and its branches. We’ll also consider what “fruits” God 
might be creating in our lives because of our connection 
with Jesus.

Read  |  John 15:1–2, 4–5 (2 minutes)
Ask someone to read aloud the following verses:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit... 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Examine (6 minutes)
In John’s gospel, the writer gives us intimate details of 
those last few hours the disciples had with Jesus before 
he was crucified. Jesus gives instructions and prays for 
his followers—not just those original 12, but also for all 
the ones who would come after them.

While it may seem that Jesus is giving us a warning 
about staying connected to the vine…we can also view 
this as a statement, and a reminder that we are not 
responsible for the fruit—it’s our connection with Jesus 
that brings about abundance.

Allow the group a few minutes to discuss this passage. 
Here are some questions that could guide you.

	� Jesus is speaking to his disciples on the night before 
he would be arrested and crucified. Why might Jesus 
have chosen this moment to talk with them about 
staying connected with the source of their joy and 
strength?

	� What could it mean to view Jesus’ words not as a 
warning about being cut off, but as a reminder that 
all of our “fruit” comes through the connection we 
have with God through the Holy Spirit?

	� What is the “fruit” Jesus is talking about? Where 
have you seen the abundant fruit of faith?

If we look at Jesus’ instructions this way, we find that 
what we do is a part of who we are. We are branches on 
the vine, and the energy and strength to do God’s work 
comes from the main vine: Jesus.

“Remain”  |  Watch “Goce’s Story” 
(5 minutes)
Watch Goce’s story and then discuss the following 
questions:

	� How did Goce describe the lives of the residents 
before they came to Poraka? What “fruit” was 
missing from their lives? 

	� What transformation took place—in the lives of the 
residents and in the communities? Where have they 
found abundance?

	� What was the cause of that transformation—how 
were these people able to stay connected to the 
Vine?

www.cbf.net/presence
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Discuss  |  Remaining in Christ (5 minutes)
Jesus’ instructions sound simple—because they are! 
He doesn’t give us a daily plan for scripture and prayer. 
He doesn’t tell us what benchmarks we’re supposed to 
meet by certain dates.

He simply says, “Remain in me, just like I will remain in 
you.”

	� What do you think it means to “remain” in Jesus? 
Why might Jesus have chosen this simple phrase 
instead of something more active like, “connect with 
me every day,” or “work hard to stay connected to 
the vine?”

	� Can you think of a time you were able to “remain” 
and “abide” in God’s love? What was it like? What 
might have caused that feeling of abiding?

	� What could it mean that Jesus “remains” or “abides” 
in us?

“Fruit”  |  Watch “Anabella’s Story” 
(5 minutes)
Watch Anabella’s Story and then discuss the following 
questions:

	� What is Anabella’s connection to the Vine? Or, how 
did her relationship with Jesus begin?

	� What is her “fruit”? How does she serve God’s 
children and where does she find her joy and 
strength?

	� How does that fruit bring abundance in places 
where there was once scarcity?

Activity Explanation (3 minutes)
Hand out the session worksheet, “Abundance on the 
Vine.”

Our connection with Jesus is secure: Jesus says he will 
remain or abide within us. Jesus is the source of all the 

“abundant fruit” that we will bear in the world. That fruit 
is the Kingdom of God. As we saw in Goce’s story, the 
fruit is seen in transformed lives, places of belonging 
and communities where every single person has value 
and respect. 

That is good news! We don’t have to develop an 
action plan or invent some new type of “fruit” that we 
will grow. That work is up to God; we are simply the 
branches through which it happens.

And more good news—that “fruit” will bring us joy! 
Like Anabella, when God is working through us to bring 
about good things in the world, we can find satisfaction 
and joy because we are doing exactly what God created 
us to do.

Activity  |  Abundance on the Vine 
(5–10 minutes)
Give participants the worksheet “Abundance on the 
Vine” (found at the end of the materials). Here are the 
questions we’re focusing on: 

	� What’s your connection to the vine? Where do you 
most fully experience God? Maybe it’s through 
music or art. Maybe it’s when you’re praying. Maybe 
it’s when you’re outside in nature, or when you’re in 
a group of people.

	� What’s your “fruit”? What brings you joy? Maybe it’s 
when you’re doing your job. Or maybe you enjoy 
leading Sunday school groups, working with children 
or creating art.

Allow a few moments for clarification or explanation as 
needed; then give the group time to complete the page. 
Some may prefer to use colored pencils or crayons to 
color the image as  they reflect on the questions.

	� Dig and Discuss learners may need less time  
(5 minutes).

	� Reflect and Apply learners may want more time  
(10 minutes). 

www.cbf.net/presence
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Note to Facilitator: The final goals of this worksheet are:

	� To identify our strongest connection points with 
God.

	� To identify the fruit that brings us joy.

	� To consider what we might do in the coming week 
to strengthen or reinforce our connection with the 
Vine.

Bringing It Together (10–15 minutes)
Use the following time to share what we’ve learned and 
to close out the session. Use whichever style fits your 
group best—or use a combination.

Dig
Consider the following questions together:

	� Now that we’ve reflected on the ways God brings 
transforming abundance, how do you see these 
branches and fruits in the stories we heard today 
about the Lees’ ministry in Macedonia?

	� Does this image of the vine and the branches 
resonate with you? Why or why not?

	� Re-read the passage aloud. Does something new 
stand out to you? What else in this passage reminds 
us of our life in Christ?

	� If Jesus were talking to us today, what other 
analogies might he use?

	� Look back at your worksheet. What are your 
strongest connections to God? Choose one: 
What could you do this week to strengthen that 
connection?

Discuss
Consider the following questions together:

	� Allow each person to share one connection and one 
fruit from their worksheet. Can you share a story 
from your own life that expresses that connection or 
fruit (or both)?

	� Have you learned something new about this 
passage today, or been reminded of something 
important to you?

	� If Jesus were talking to us today, what image might 
he use other than the vine and branches?

	� Now that we’ve reflected on the ways God brings 
transforming abundance, how do you see these 
branches and fruits in the stories we heard today 
about the Lees’ ministry in Macedonia?

	� Look back at your worksheet. What are your 
strongest connections to God? Choose one: 
What could you do this week to strengthen that 
connection?

Apply
Consider the following questions together:

	� Reread the passage aloud. Where is Jesus talking 
about “doing,” and where is he talking about 
“being”?

	� Do you think we need a balance of these things in 
our faith? Explain.

	� What can we learn here about our life as followers of 
Jesus? From where do our energy and strength 
come…and why does that matter?

	� Now that we’ve reflected on the ways God brings 
transforming abundance, how do you see these 
branches and fruits in the stories we heard today 
about the Lees’ ministry in Macedonia?

	� Look back at your worksheet. What are your 
strongest connections to God? Choose one: 
What could you do this week to strengthen that 
connection?

www.cbf.net/presence
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Reflect
Consider the following questions—either as a time to 
reflect individually, or as a group:

	� Now that we’ve reflected on the ways God brings 
transforming abundance, how do you see these 
branches and fruits in the stories we heard today 
about the Lees’ ministry in Macedonia?

	� Reread the passage. Where is Jesus talking about 
“doing,” and where is he talking about “being?”

	� Do you think we need a balance of these things in 
our faith? If so, what is your balance like right now?

	� What can we learn here about our life as followers of 
Jesus? From where do our energy and strength 
come… and why does that matter?

	� Look back at your worksheet. What are your 
strongest connections to God? Choose one: 
What could you do this week to strengthen that 
connection?

Closing and Prayer (5 minutes)
In our next session, we’ll look at the same verses from 
John 15, but we’ll take a different approach. Who are the 
people that have connected us to Jesus? How does this 
abundance take place in togetherness?

Close with prayer—feel free to use your own, to allow 
others to pray aloud, or use this prayer as an example:

God of abundance, we thank you for the transforming 
abundance we find in our connection with Jesus. And 
we thank you for the beautiful transformation that is 
taking place through field personnel like the Lees, and 
even right here in our own community. Please show us 
this week how we can connect more deeply with you, 
and how we may generously share your abundant fruit 
with the people around us. Amen.

www.cbf.net/presence
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SESSION 2: 
CONNECT WITH OTHERS
Preparation
In preparation for this session:

	� Cue the two videos we’ll watch: “Attila’s Story” and 
“Transforming Abundance through Christ.”

	� Read through the session guide and familiarize 
yourself with the discussions and activities. Make 
note of the options for different types of groups and 
adjust according to your own participants.

	� Pay attention to the times allotted for the last two 
sections and adjust according to the time you have 
available.

	� Print copies of the “You Are the Branches” 
worksheet—enough so that every participant will 
have a copy.

	� Consider having color pencils, crayons or markers 
for the worksheet.

Session Opening (2 minutes)
Once the group is ready to begin, convey the following 
information:

For this year’s CBF Offering for Global Missions, our 
theme is “Transforming Abundance Through Christ.” 
We’ll look at the ways Jesus said we can experience 
abundance and see how that abundance is transforming 
communities through the ministry of CBF field 
personnel Jeff and Alicia Lee in Macedonia.

In this second session, we’ll focus on the ways we 
connect to God through each other, through the Body of 
Christ. 

Read  |  John 15:1–2, 4–5 (2 minutes)
Ask someone to read aloud the following verses:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit... 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Examine (6 minutes)
As we discussed last week, this passage is part of a 
private moment between Jesus and his disciples at the 
Last Supper. You and I know what is coming next: In 
just hours, Jesus will be arrested, crucified and buried. 
But the disciples don’t know this yet. Jesus is trying to 
prepare them for something they can’t yet understand.

And while Jesus will rise from the dead on Easter 
Sunday, the disciples will no longer have access to 
him in the way they did for the three years that they 
followed him. They won’t be able to ask questions, 
can no longer listen to his sermons, and won’t be able 
to learn from him as he ministers to the sick and the 
marginalized.

So, let’s put ourselves in the sandals of the women and 
men who were there that evening listening to Jesus. 
What would it mean for them to stay connected to the 
vine? 

	� Ask: For people who had lived in a very tangible, 
face-to-face relationship with Jesus, what could that 
connection look like after Jesus was gone?

www.cbf.net/presence
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While they won’t have that intimate connection, they 
will at least have those stories and teachings that 
he left behind. It’s those stories and teachings that 
the disciples will tell to others again and again. It’s 
those stories and teachings that they will eventually 
write down so they can spread far and wide… coming 
eventually to you and me.

And, just as important, they will have each other.

Later that same evening, Jesus prayed for his 
followers—not just for those present in the room, but 
also for all of those who come after them… including you 
and me!

Have someone read aloud John 17:20-21:

“I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf 
of those who believe in me through their word, that 
they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am 
in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me.”

Jesus knows that his story will not stop with these first 
followers. Through the church—which Paul called the 
“Body of Christ”—today we are connected to Jesus 
through a long line of women and men through the 
centuries who would show us what it means to live and 
remain in Jesus.

“Connected”  |  Watch “Attila’s Story” 
(5 minutes)
Watch “Attila’s Story” and then discuss the following 
questions:

	� How has God worked in Attila’s life to bring 
abundance to places where there was scarcity?

	� What’s that like for Attila? Does it seem like the 
“daily grind,” or something he actually enjoys?

	� How has God worked through the ministry of Alicia 
and Jeff Lee to bring even more abundance to these 
communities?

	� And finally, where do you see the Body of Christ in 
action through these stories? Do you have a 
connection to Attila’s work?

“Passing It On”   |  Watch OGM Video  
(8 minutes)
Watch the “Transforming Abundance through Christ” 
documentary about the work of Jeff and Alicia Lee, then 
discuss the following questions:

	� Why might some work require long-term presence in 
order to really bear abundant fruit?

	� The Lees didn’t simply come to Macedonia and start 
their own programs, but rather joined in the ongoing 
work of people like Goce, Dushko and Attila. What’s 
different about that approach, and why might it 
have brought even more abundance?

	� What role has CBF, along with churches and 
individuals in the U.S., played in that abundance—
even from thousands of miles away?

	� What did you learn from seeing Jeff in the vineyard? 
Did any more thoughts come up about why 
Jesus might have chosen the image of vines and 
branches?

Activity Explanation  (3 minutes)
Hand out the session worksheet, “You Are the 
Branches.”

When Jesus left, he knew that his followers would no 
longer be able to ask him questions, that he would not 
be there to lead and help them. That’s why Jesus sent 
the Holy Spirit that connects all of us together.

www.cbf.net/presence
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In the image of the vine and the branches, Jesus knew 
that all of us—even you and I, 2,000 years later—would 
be connected to him through one another. 

That’s good news! You and I are not alone, but we are 
connected to Jesus by the Holy Spirit, and by all those 
who have come before us in the faith.

And while it’s good news, it’s also important to 
remember that many other people—both now and in 
the future—will be connected to Jesus through our lives 
and our fruit. That means it’s important for us to keep 
that connection strong.

Activity  |  “You Are the Branches”  
(5–10 minutes)
Give participants the worksheet “You Are the Branches” 
(found at the end of the materials). Here are the 
questions we’re focusing on: 

	� Who are the people who have been your connection 
to the Vine? This could be people as far back as 
those first disciples, to as recent as a parent or a 
close friend. Through whom are you connected to 
Jesus?

	� Which people are connected to the Vine through 
you? This could be people as close as your friends 
and family, to people as far away as Macedonia. How 
can people experience God’s abundance through 
you?

Allow a few moments for clarification or explanation as 
needed; then give the group time to complete the page. 
Some may prefer to use colored pencils or crayons to 
color the image as they reflect on the questions.

	� Dig and Discuss learners may need less time (5 
minutes).

	� Reflect and Apply learners may want more time  
(10 minutes). 

Note to Facilitator: The final goals of this worksheet are:

	� To identify the ways we are connected to Jesus 
through others, past and present.

	� To identify the ways we connect others to Jesus, 
near and far.

	� To consider the importance of our connection to 
Jesus through one another.

Bringing It Together (10–15 minutes)
Use the following time to share what we’ve learned and 
to close out the session. Choose whichever style fits 
your group best—or use a combination.

Dig
Consider the following questions together:

	� We’ve been learning about the work of Alicia and 
Jeff Lee. How might you be a part of the network 
that’s bringing transforming abundance to people in 
Macedonia? 

	� Read through our focal passage aloud once more. 
Does anything strike you differently, thinking about 
how we are all interconnected on the Vine?

	� Had you considered before that Jesus was actually 
praying for us (recall John 17:20-21)? Why do you 
think Jesus might have mentioned us in his prayer—
and why might John have believed it was important 
enough to include?

	� Considering this connection, why might unity have 
been such an important part of Jesus’ instructions 
and prayers during this time?

	� Look back at your worksheet. Who connects you to 
Jesus, and how might you express gratitude to 
them?

	� Who is connected to Jesus through you, and how 
might you strengthen that connection this week?

www.cbf.net/presence
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Discuss
Consider the following questions together:

	� Allow each person to share one branch that has 
connected them to Jesus. Can you share a story 
from your own life that expresses that connection?

	� Share a relationship with a person who’s connected 
to the Vine through you. (You might choose not to 
say their name.) How does it feel to know that we 
are Jesus’ presence to others?

	� Which of the stories we’ve heard in these sessions 
has been most meaningful to you, and why?

	� When we consider God’s work of bringing 
transforming abundance in the world, why is it 
important to look at the whole picture, rather than 
just our own work or the work of one person?

	� We’ve been learning about the work of Alicia and 
Jeff Lee. How might you be a part of the network 
that’s bringing transforming abundance to people in 
Macedonia?

	� Look back at your worksheet. Who connects you to 
Jesus, and how might you express gratitude to 
them?

	� Who is connected to Jesus through you, and how 
might you strengthen that connection this week?

Apply
Consider the following questions together:

	� We’ve been learning about the work of Alicia and 
Jeff Lee. How might you be a part of the network 
that’s bringing transforming abundance to people in 
Macedonia?

	� In what way does this group—even this very time of 
conversation—bring abundance and fruit into the 
world?

	� How might our words and actions bring abundance 
into the world … or cause the opposite? How can we 
know the difference?

	� When we consider God’s work of bringing 
transforming abundance in the world, why is it 
important to look at the whole picture, rather than 
just our own work or the work of one person?

	� Look back at your worksheet. Who connects you to 
Jesus, and how might you express gratitude to 
them?

	� Who is connected to Jesus through you, and how 
might you strengthen that connection this week?

Reflect
Consider the following questions—either as a time to 
reflect individually, or as a group:

	� We’ve been learning about the work of Alicia and 
Jeff Lee. How might you be a part of the network 
that’s bringing transforming abundance to people in 
Macedonia?

	� When we consider God’s work of bringing 
transforming abundance in the world, why is it 
important to look at the whole picture, rather than 
just our own work or the work of one person?

	� Consider one person who has connected you to 
Jesus. Think of a story that exemplifies that 
connection. Give thanks to God for this person.

	� Consider someone who’s connected to the Vine 
through you. How does it feel to know that we are 
Jesus’ presence to others?

	� Look back at your worksheet. Who connects you to 
Jesus, and how might you express gratitude to 
them?

	� Who is connected to Jesus through you, and how 
might you strengthen that connection this week?
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Closing and Prayer (5 minutes)
Thank you for being a part of this Bible study series!  
As we close, please remember to pray for Alicia and Jeff 
Lee and their ministry and for the work of other field 
personnel around the world. Also consider how you can 
contribute to God’s transforming abundance through 
the Offering for Global Missions.

Close with prayer. Feel free to use your own, to allow 
others to pray aloud or use this prayer as an example:

God of abundance, we thank you for the transformation 
we find as we connect to one another. We also thank 
you for the work of the Lees and other field personnel 
who are bringing your abundance to communities 
around the world. Help us to recognize Jesus in the 
faces of others around us, and help us know how 
important we are to the Body of Christ, near and far. 
Amen.
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Refer to the “Activity” section on pages 6 amd 11 for instructions.

Abundance on the Vine
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