
Chinese Outreach and ESL Ministry

Philippines

Fall 2027 or Spring 2028

Baguio City is located on the largest of the Philippines 7,000+ islands. It is five hours north of Manila in the 
cool mountains of Northern Luzon island. It is known as the "summer capital" of the Philippines because 
everyone escapes the heat to enjoy the cool and fresh mountain air. English is widely spoken in the 
Philippines and foreigners are welcomed here! There is a long history of Spanish Colonization and then 
American occupation that makes this a unique place in Asia. For example, it is the only Christian country in 
Asia with Catholicism as the main religion here.


Brittany and Casey Ramirez are in their 3rd year of service in Baguio City after previously serving in 
mainland China for many years. Their heart is for connecting with and ministering among the mainland 
Chinese community who are living in the Philippines. This community is often referred to as "Overseas 
Chinese" or "Diaspora Chinese" The Ramirezes partner with Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Baguio City and also minister to the Overseas Chinese community in partnership with Baguio Chinese 
Baptist Church.


The position in Baguio will be centered around ESL (English as a Second Language) ministry for the 
Overseas Chinese who are living in the Philippines. The Chinese community in Baguio is small, but growing. 
Many young families come for their children's primary school education needs. Their time in the Philippines 
provides a unique opportunity to share the love and hope of Christ here in this openly Christian country. By 
connecting through English teaching and fellowship ministry, the student will gain experience in community 
building and relational ministry. Depending on the student's experience and passion, the ESL ministry can 
be focused toward adult english learners and English classes or toward helping build and engage in 
children's ministry for the kids who attend with their parents.


During this experience, the student will have the opportunity to engage in basic Mandarin classes. In this 
environment they will have richer study experiences learning Mandarin within a Chinese community as well 
as worshipping in an English and Mandarin speaking church community. The student will also have the 
opportunity to connect at the Philippine Theological Seminary and Baguio Chinese Baptist Church to 
experience and learn from Asian theologians and pastors.


This time in the Philippines will enrich the student’s growth as a global citizen and understanding of the 
Global Church and the ways God is at work in a context and culture different from their own. In addition to 
the ministry focused on ESL, there are opportunities to discover other areas of ministry that the student may 
be passionate about in this context (Ex. Children’s ministry in partnership with our ESL ministry or with local 
churches.) Theological Education in an Asian context is another area the student will be able to explore and 
engage with Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary. The Ramirez’s location and various partnerships offer 
numerous ministry areas and opportunities based on the students unique gifts and calling to ministry.


Apply by November 12th! 

For any questions or more information, contact  
StudentServe@cbf.net



Skills Required: 
 

- English speaker open to learning how to teach basic ESL (alongside your mentor). Previous ESL teaching 

experience is helpful, but not required.

- Knowledge of Mandarin language is helpful but not required (will be able to engage in Mandarin study during time in 

Baguio).

- Experience in children's ministry is helpful but not required.


Additional Information: 

- Seminary student preferred.

- Current U.S. passport (1-2 month application time if student does not already have one)

- Visa is given on arrival and will apply for extension after arriving in Philippines.

- Philippines is a developing country. Student should be flexible and able to handle sudden power outages and poor 

public infrastructure. Baguio City is small but mountainous. Walking around the city is doable but with limited 
accessibility accommodations. Sidewalks are often uneven and/or sometimes non existent. Fall is the rainy season 
so student will experience heavy monsoon rains, and typhoons. Baguio is safe and up in the mountains but daily life 
can be challenging during the rainy season. Earthquakes happen often in the Philippines but are less likely in our 
area. Winter and Spring season is the best time of year with sunny, cool, and comfortable weather.


Housing & Food: 

Housing and food will be the responsibility of the student. Housing will be available to rent at Philippine Baptist 
Theological Seminary. This cost is estimated around $150 a month. Food costs are typically $15/day.


Transportation: 

Both transportation to and from the field as well as local transportation will be the

responsibility of the student. Local transportation would be by Jeepney (Philippines “bus" system) or taxi. Jeepney 
rides are typically 30 cents and taxi ride is around $3 per ride.


Extra funding required for this position: 

Students would be required to raise an additional $200 USD for a tourist visa extension after their initial visa on arrival. 
Any costs over $200 for visa fees will be covered by hosts.

About Student Serve: 

Each year, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship provides educational opportunities for college and graduate students 
(aged 18 years or older) to serve both domestically and internationally in a variety of missions and ministry contexts, 
which may lead to vocational callings in church or field ministries. Students will serve in an educational experience with 
either CBF field personnel, congregations, CBF State and Regional Organizations, or Engagement Partners that aligns 
with Global Missions language for desired impact:


“Rooted in the transformative love of Jesus Christ, we aim to see people flourish in stable, dignified, and abundant 
lives. We are intentionally focusing on those affected by displacement, poverty, trauma, injustice, or limited access to 
the Gospel.” 

During the Student Serve program, students will:


- Be introduced to the breadth of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s mission and ministry by being connected with 
a community of field personnel, congregations, clergy, lay leaders, and partners who are eager to support them in 
their journey of faith and discovery, finding their place within God’s mission to change the world.


- Attend either an in-person or virtual orientation where they will meet other students, get acquainted with the 
program, receive training, and understand roles and expectations.


- Connect with fellow students around the country and world through virtual cohort sessions.

- Receive regular support from CBF staff and a designated encourager in a small group setting.

- Complete reflections, evaluations, and debrief during the program.

- Receive a $3,000 stipend in support of their service in one of the available positions.


