
Worship Musician In Residence
Kanazawa, Japan

Summer 2027

The Worship Musician in Residence will engage both the community of Japanese and internationals 
at Kanazawa Baptist Church as well as the wider community of Kanazawa. Working alongside the 
Foushees and their local partners, the student will have an opportunity to use his or her giftedness 
to share Christ’s love with Japanese and international neighbors in the city and region.


The Worship Musician in Residence will be grounded in a learning posture that allows time for 
language and cultural learning alongside ministry engagement. Opportunities to study traditional 
Japanese music (koto, taiko, etc.) are available and encouraged.


The Worship Musician in Residence will be focused on 1) musical leadership during the church’s 
weekly English services and 2) community connection through music.


1) Worship services: The transient nature of our international participants means that 
instrumentalists are not always available, so the student will support worship through music 
leadership with piano/guitar and vocals. Opportunities may also be available for the Musician in 
Residence to train participants in worship leadership, while also working with field personnel to 
develop creative approaches to worship and music that reflect the transient and multicultural nature 
of the congregation.


2) Community Connection: The Musician in Residence will be encouraged to connect with the larger 
Kanazawa community through events or performances geared to various age groups and related to 
their musical skills and interests. Other local partners include the following settings that could be 
places of engagement: 

- Café ministries in earthquake-affected areas

- Kanazawa Megumi Kindergarten

- Hokuriku Grace Mass Gospel Choir


Ministry opportunities shaped by the student’s other skills and interests is always welcome. Art, 
sports, and cooking are other examples of ways to overcome language barriers and connect. The 
student would be welcome to use what brings them joy inside and/or outside the church to build 
relationships.


Apply by November 12th! 

For any questions or more information, contact  
StudentServe@cbf.net



Skills Required: 
 

- Willingness to learn and practice language and culture

- Ability to engage and connect with others with cultural sensitivity in new social settings

- Proficiency in piano or guitar and experience in leading worship

- Willingness to share giftedness and skills with others

- Preferred: Experience teaching or leading a group


Additional Information: 

- Seminary student preferred; undergraduate/graduate with international and church leadership experience 
may be considered.

- Current U.S. passport (1-2 month application time if student does not already have one)

- Religious Activities Visa (4 month application time) Hosts will cover cost of visa.

  
Housing & Food: 
 

Housing will be provided for a single student either in an apartment at the church or in a share house (dorm-
style apartment with shared kitchen and bathroom spaces). Housing expenses will be covered by hosts.

 

Local Transportation: 
 

Though Kanazawa is walkable in many areas, a bicycle and public bus pass will be provided to move freely 
around the city. The supervisors and other ministry leaders will also regularly transport the student for 
professional and personal trips in their vehicle.

 

Extra funding required for this position: 

Transportation to and from the field, food, personal (non-ministry) local travel, any additional spending 
money.


About Student Serve: 

Each year, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship provides educational opportunities for college and graduate 
students (aged 18 years or older) to serve both domestically and internationally in a variety of missions and 
ministry contexts, which may lead to vocational callings in church or field ministries. Students will serve in 
an educational experience with either CBF field personnel, congregations, CBF State and Regional 
Organizations, or Engagement Partners that aligns with Global Missions language for desired impact:


“Rooted in the transformative love of Jesus Christ, we aim to see people flourish in stable, dignified, and 
abundant lives. We are intentionally focusing on those affected by displacement, poverty, trauma, injustice, 
or limited access to the Gospel.” 

During the Student Serve program, students will:


- Be introduced to the breadth of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s mission and ministry by being 
connected with a community of field personnel, congregations, clergy, lay leaders, and partners who are 
eager to support them in their journey of faith and discovery, finding their place within God’s mission to 
change the world.


- Attend either an in-person or virtual orientation where they will meet other students, get acquainted with 
the program, receive training, and understand roles and expectations.


- Connect with fellow students around the country and world through virtual cohort sessions.

- Receive regular support from CBF staff and a designated encourager in a small group setting.

- Complete reflections, evaluations, and debrief during the program.

- Receive a $3,000 stipend in support of their service in one of the available positions.


